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The object of the publication of th • Avifaiitia of British India 
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Natural History, arranged according to the most modern aftcl 
generally accepted classification, \ i;:., the modification of SundevalN 
system now adopted by Mr. Sharpe in the British Museum 
Catalogues. It is intended to comprise, within a modei aie com¬ 
pass Ordinal, Generic and specific descriptions of all the birds 
known to Inhabit British India a ,d its dependencies, as well 
notices of their nidificalion, habits and geographical distribution. 
I'h.- number 0 .ow known mav b< estimated to be nearly 

1,700. Of this number Jerdon ha? described i,ooS; but manv 






being incompletely or inaccurately described are scarce! 
ible, while the descriptions of discoveries subsequent to th<^ 
"^^TjSHcalion of Dr. Jerdon’s work, are scattered through a number 
of British, Foreign and Indian Periodicals. A multitude of these 
scattered papers (to which few have access) have been consulted 
for the additions which have from time to time been made and 
all previously published materials studied and blended into one 
harmonious whole, thus rendering greater facilities to the future 
student of the Ornis of British India. 

It may be mentioned that the idea did not originate wholly 
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his correspondents and numerous others that some work compre¬ 
hending the subject within a moderate compass is a desideratum ; 
lit, as supplying a more natural classification than that adopted 
in Dr. Jerdon’s Birds of India ; and next as putting together all 
the knowledge extant of the Avifauna of British India under 
one consecutive serial number and so simplifying the state of the 
existing confusion. With a view to relieving, the student, the 
sportsman, the Ornithologist and others of the inconvenience 
the author had himself encountered, and with the object of col¬ 
lecting all the scattered information, with the addition of the 
results of his own observations into a systematic account, ar¬ 
ranged according to a natural system, accessible to all and based 
on the materials within his reach, this work is undertaken. 

Owing to the change of classification and to the large number 
of additional species the numbering will necessarily differ from 
that of Jerdon’s Birds of India ; references will however be given 
to all the species described in it, and to all the periodical literature 
in which subsequent discoveries have been published. 

Arrangements have been completed in England for Colored 
Illustrations, Lithographs and Wood-cuts, but the number of these, 
will depend very materially on the amount of support which may 
be given to the work. 
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a Upper mandible. 
b Lower mandible. 
c Nostrils. 
d Culmcn or keel. 
e Gonys. 

/ Margins of mandibles 
or commissure. 
f 2 Ophthalmic region, or 
orbit. 
g Forehead. 
h Crown. 

i Sinciput or hind head. 
h Nape. 

I Ear-coverts. 
m Chin or mentum. 
n Throat. 
o Breast. 
p The body. 
q Belly or abdomen. 
r Vent. 

5 Under-tail coverts. 


t Instcrscapularics 
or back. 

v Lower back. 
w Rump. 

.02 Upper-tail coverts. 
x Tail feathers. 
a Central or median tail 
feathers. 

aa Lateral tail feathers. 
bb Shoulder of wing. 
cc Shoulder joint (lesser 
wing coverts). 

dd Axilla, or edge of wing. 
ee Spurious wing » or 
primary coverts. 

ff Scapulars. 
gg Thigh or tibia. 
hh Tarsus. 
ii Toes. 


1 Lesser coverts. 

2 Median coverts. 

3 Greater coverts. 

4 Primaries. 

5 Secondaries. 

6 Tertiaries. 

7 Festoon. 

8 Cere. 
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AYIFADNA OF BRITISH INDIA 

AND 

ITS DEPENDENCIES. 



ORDER— ACCIPITRES. 

Bill short, strong, stout, covered at the base with a cere or naked skin and 
strongly curved ; the tip perpendicular ; nostrils open. Legs and feet muscular 
and strong, the latter armed with powerful curved, sharp, elongated talons 
capable of being bent under the feet. Toes four, three in front and one 
behind. 

The Accipitres or Raptores vary greatly in size. The Vultures and Eagles 
comprise some of the largest of the feathered tribes, while the Falcons are small. 
The order comprising these is analogous to the feline quadrupeds, and forms 
a distinct and primary one in the class of birds. They are readily recognized 
by their strong hooked bill, the upper mandible of which is longer than the 
lower. The edges in some are festooned or toothed to assist in the operation oi 
tearing their prey. They are notoriously the most muscular and powerful. 
The muscles of their legs and feet are of great strength to enable them to 
strike down or hold their prey. The greater number are suited for rapid 
flight and live on prey got by their own courage and exertions. The 
Vultures however are slothful, large bodied, and, not unlike the Hyaena, feed 
upon carrion and act the part of scavengers. 

The males are always smaller than the females, and owing to this 
difference in size of the sexes, and the almost totally different plumage of 
the various stages of growth of the members, from the young to the adult, they 
are difficult to determine, even with large series of specimens. In number 
and species they are not many—taking them world wide compared with the 
Insessores or perching birds. For special reasons in the economy of nature 
they are not prolific, but propagate slowly. Many lay but one egg, others 
two, and none of the order are known to lay more than four, npr to breed more 
than once a year. 

1 
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VULTURIDA. 



order is divided by Sharp e(Cat.Acc. Br.Mus.) into three sub-orders, viz., 
Falcones, Pandiones, and Striges; four families, viz.:—Vulturidae, Falconidae, 
Bubonidae and Strigidse, and these again into nine sub-families. The members 
of 7 (seven) only occur in India, the exceptions being the Polyborinse and 
Sarcoramphinae. 


The following is the division of the Accipitres:— 


Sub-Order —Falcones. 

Family —Vulturidae. 

Sub-Family —Vulturinee. 
Family —Falconidae. 

Sub-Family —Accipitrinae, 
„ Buteoninae. 

„ Aquilinae. 

„ Falconinae. 

Sub-Order— Pandiones. 
Sub-Order. —Striges. 

Fam ily —Bubon idae. 
Sub-Family —Buboninae. 

„ Syrniinae. 

Family —Strigidae. 


These comprise the Vultures, the Falcons, and the Owls, the two former are 
diurnal, and the latter nocturnal birds of prey. 


SUB-ORDER —FALCONES. 


Toes without feathers; outer toe not reversible ; eyes lateral; cere soft and 
fleshy, generally not hidden by bristles. Facial disk none. Plumage compact. 


Family — VULTURIDAE— Vultures. 


Upper mandible not toothed, sometimes sinuate. Head and neck more or 
less bare or clothed only with short down. No true feathers on crown of head. 

Sub-Family — VULTURINjE, —Vultures Proper. 

Nostrils not perforated, ist quill short, 3rd and 4th subequal, 4th longest; 
tarsi reticulate. 

These are the scavengers of nature wherever they occur, especially in hot 
countries where putrefaction is rapid. Their food imparts to them a foetid 
odour, which, according to some writers, is a means of defence, for, if seized 
during the torpid inactivity which succeeds their meals, they disgorge the nau¬ 
seous contents of their craw over the luckless captor in order that he may 
quickly and loathingly relinquish his hold. 
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VULTUR. 



Bill higher than broad, 
present. 


§L 


Gen. Vultur.— Linn. 

Cere large. Nostrils rounded, naked. A neck ruff 



1 . Vultur monacllUS, Linn . S. N. i., p. \22;/erd* B. of Ind. vol. i. 
p. 6; Hume, Sir. F., vol. vii., p. 321; Murray, Hdbk. Zoolfyc., Sind; 
id. Vert . Zool. Sind, p. 61 ; Sharpe, Cat , Acc . Br. Mus^ p. 3. — The Crested 
or Great Brown Vulture. 

Adult. —Colour rich dark chocolate brown throughout* including the crop 
patch, darker on the wings, tail, anti under parts. Feathers of the nape length¬ 
ened, lanceolate, and forming a ruff. Lores, cheeks, and throat downy, also a 
patch on the occiput; rest of head and neck both behind and laterally bare, 
and of a livid flesh colour in life. Bill black ; feet yellowish ; iris dark brown. 
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VULTURID/F. 


w ^yLenglh .—42 to 45 inches; expanse 96 to 118 ; wing 29^5 to 32 ; culmen 3*3 ; 
tarsus 4-25. 


Hab .—A native of Europe. Found on the lofty mountains of Italy, the 
Tyrol, and also in Africa. In India it affects the hilly ranges of Central India, 
Guzerat, Sind, Beloochistan, Persia, Afghanistan, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, 
Oudh, Bengal, Rajpootana, Central India, Kutch, Tennaserim, and the Nepal 
Valley. In the Himalayas it is fairly abundant; also in Assam and Bhootan. 

There is no positive information as to the breeding of this Vulture in India, 
but from facts collected by Mr. A. O. Hume and recorded in his “ Rough Notes 
on Indian Ornithology and Oology/’ it is probable that it breeds in the Hima¬ 
layas from January to March. The Rev. H. B. Tristram, “Ibis,” 1865, and Mr. 
C. Farman give interesting particulars of its nidification in Central Bulgaria 
and Palestine. In the Pyrenees it is said to lay two eggs, varying from a 
more or less pure white with scarcely any trace of markings, to a reddish or 
fulvous white, richly marked with reddish brown ; in shape a very blunt 
slightly pyriform oval; texture coarse and rough ; size 3-48 x 275 inches. 


Gen. GypS- — Savigny. 

Tarsus shorter than middle toe; 14 tail feathers; nostrils perpendicular, 
rather oval. 



2. Gyps fulvescens, Hume , Rough Notes , p. 19; Sir. F,, vol. vii. 
p. 322; i., p. 149; Ibis 1869; Sharpe , Cat . Ace. Br . Mas. (Sub-Sp. B.), p. 7; 









GYPS. 


5 



Murray, Hdbk. Zool, fyc., Sind, p. 102; id. Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 63.—The 
Bay Vulture. 

Adult. —Top of head, cheeks, chin, and throat covered with dingy, yellowish- 
white hair-like feathers. Nape and whole of neck (except the back and basal 
one-fifth or less) also covered, but with dense, fur-like yellowish-white down. 
Crop patch pale wood brown, or dark brown; rest of under surface rufous or 
fulvous brown, with conspicuous whitish central stripes, the under wing coverts 
-darker. Upper back, whole of upper wing coverts, and all but the longest 
scapulars, rufous ashy, or brownish rufous fawn. Secondaries, tertials, and 
longer scapulars umber brown. Lower back and rump brown, with distinct 
central streaks of fulvous white, the upper tail coverts more rufescent. Quills 
brownish black, the primaries shaded with ashy grey, the secondaries externally 
washed and tipped with rufous ashy. Tail black, the feathers somewhat shaded 
with brown on their margins. Feathers of the ruff lanceolate, brown or rufous 
fawn, mesially streaked with whitish. 

Length .—41 to 47 inches ; expanse 94 to 106 ; wing 27 to 30; tail 12-5 to 
13*5 ; culmen 37 ; tarsus 3-88 to 4. 

Hab. —Sind, Beloochistan, Persia, Afghanistan, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, 
Oudh, Rajpootana, Central India, Kutch, and Guzerat. Breeds during January 
and February on lofty trees, laying a single white egg usually soiled and 
discoloured by the droppings of the parent bird. Size 3*5 x 2*8 inches. 

3 . Gyps himalayensis, Hume, Rough Notes , i. p. 14 (1869); 
Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 235 ; Sharpe, Cal. Acc. Br . Mus. p. 8. Otogyps fulvus, 
Tytler , Ibis, 1868, p. 194.—The Himalayan Griffon. 

Adult .—Head, cheeks, chin, and throat closely covered with yellowish white 
filamentous feathers; nape, upper two-thirds of back, and sides of the neck 
covered with a similar coloured down ; basal third of back and sides of neck 
bare, the front sparsely studded with star-like tufts of down. Crop patch 
whitish fawn. Ruff round the neck whitish, the feathers linear, lanceolate, 
about 3 inches long with filamentous webs. Upper back, shorter scapulars, and 
wing coverts (except the larger row) a nearly unichromous pale brown, or 
whitey brown, many of the feathers inconspicuously paler centred. Lower back 
pure white, shading into pale creamy fawn colour on the rump and upper tail 
coverts. Longer scapulars and largest wing coverts deep umber brown, tipped 
broadly on the scapulars with fulvous fawn, and externally washed with ashy. 
Quills black, the secondaries brownish, the innermost inclining to fulvous 
towards the tip. Tail black, or a deep chocolate brown. Under surface, includ¬ 
ing wing lining and lower tail coverts white, or fulvous white, some of the 
feathers on the flanks with ill-defined paler centres. Bill very pale horny 
green, dusky at tip; cere pale brown; legs and feet dingy greenish grey or 
greyish white; claws pale brown. 

Length, — 4 6 to 49 inches (Hume), 42 inches (Sharpe) ; expanse 106 to 110; 
wing 28 to 31 ; tail 15 to 17, tarsus 4*2$ to 4 8. 


misr^ 


VULTURJDyF. 





Young .—Entire plumage dark chocolate brown* with central streaks of 
paler brown, those on the ruff and under surface being lighter and more- 
fulvescent, and consequently more distinct. 

Hao. —Himalayas, Bhootan, Afghanistan, Nepal. 

Breeds in January, February, and March. Mr. Hume says, the nest is a 
huge platform of sticks placed on a rocky ledge of some bold precipice in 
the Himalayas at least 3,000 feet above the sea. It lays a single egg, larger 
than that of any of the other Indian Vultures, oval, or a broad oval, the 
ground colour being of the usual greenish or greyish, white of all the true 
Vultures, unspotted or richly blotched and mottled chiefly towards the small* 
end with brownish red. Size 378. x 2*8 inches to 3*98 X 2’85 inches. 



4 . Gyps indicus, Blyth, Cat.B.Mus. As. Soc. Bcng. p, 33, 1849^ 
Jcrd. B. Itid. i. p. 9, No. 4; Gray , CaLMarn. and B. Hodgson , p. 16; Sharpe t 
Cat. Arc. Br. M. p. 10; Hume , Stray F. vii. 165. Gyps tenuirostris, Hodgs.; 
Scully , Stray F. viii # 219.— The LongtBilled Vulture.. 

Adult .—Head bare, also the nape, neck, cheeks, and throat, but very thinly 
sprinkled with brownish white hairdike feathers ; ruff and upper surface of 
body dark brown, the feathers mesially streaked with fulvousthe wing 
coverts slightly paler with the streaks more distinct. Lower back and 
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'rump creamy white, the feathers washed with brown on their edges. QuiJls 
■and tail black or deep chocolate brown. Crop patch brown. Under surface 
of body 4 ight brown, the feathers broadly streaked with creamy white; abdomen 
•and under tail coverts slightly paler. Under wing coverts whitish, the marginal 
ones dark brown with pale shaft stripes. Bill dark horn brown, yellowish 
on culmen and towards tip. Irides brown. 

Length .—36 to 40 inches ; wing 24; tail 11; tarsus 4*5 ; bill from gape 2*85. 

Hab .—The Indian Peninsula, Burmah, Nepal, Siam and the Malayan 
Peninsula. Ajmere and Mount Aboo are places where this species has been 
known to breed from December to March on inaccessible and precipitous 
cliffs. Eggs vary in length from 3*48 to 3*9 inches in length and from 2*62 
to 2*85 in breadth, larger than those of G. Bengalensis; texture finer, as a rule 
unspotted pale greyish or greenish white, thinly spotted or blotched with pale 
‘reddish brown and purplish brown. 

5. Gyps pallescens, Hume^ Stray F. i. p. 150; id. vol. iii. p. 442 ; id. 
vol. ii. p. 325, voL ix. p. 369 ; Swinhoe and Barnes , B. of Central India , Ifjis, 
vol. 1885, p. 54 ; Barnes , Birds of Bombay , p. 5. Gyps indicus, Hume , Rough 
Notes, p. 21. —The Long-billed Pale Brown Vulture. 

Adult .—Head, nape, cheeks, and throat bare, but sprinkled with brownish white 
hair-like feathers ; lower half of the back and sides of the neck bare. Crop 
patch covered with silky dark brown feathers; ruff composed of soft, white, 
much disintegrated feathers. Mantle pale earthy brown, the centres of the 
lesser and all but the tips and margins of the larger scapulars dark hair brown. 
The whole of the lower surface of the body pale whitey brown, vent and 
lower tail coverts nearly pure white. Lower back, rump, and upper tail coverts 
white, tinged with pale earthy brown. Some of the longer tsil coverts brown 
at the base. Primaries and tail feathers deep chocolate brown ; secondaries 
•and tertiaries hair brown, more or less suffused on their outer webs with pale 
•dingy earthy or fulvous brown. 

A quite young bird, has the top and back of the head and upper part 
of the back of the neck thickly covered with white dowp, rest of the head 
and neck as in the adult; crop patch covered with pale dove-colcured brown 
feathers, lower surface pale brown, albescent towards the vent, each feather 
broadly centred with dingy white, sides and breast the same : ruff feathers long, 
lanceolate, pale fulvous white, faintly margined with brown , mantle pale hair 
brown, the feathers with fulvous white centres mesially. Primaries chocolate 
brown; tail feathers the same; rump and upper tail coverts white, in some 
specimens very slightly tinged with brown. Rectrices of 14 feat hers. 

Adult. —Length 36 to 39 inches; expanse 85 to 90; wing 23 to 25-5 ; 
tail from vent 10 to 1 r; tarsus 3*5 to 4; bill from gape 2*65 to 2*93. Bill and 
cere pale greenish yellow, horny on culmen; irides brown ; legs and feet dusky 
plumbeous. (Hume, Rough Notes.) 

Hah .—Sind, Kutch, Jodhpur, Kattiawar, Northern Guzerat, Mount Aboo, 
the Concan, Deccan, the Southern Mahratta country, and Central India. 
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Gen. Pseudogyps.— Sharpe. 

Tarsus shorter than middle toe. Tail of 12 feathers. 

6. Pseudogyps bengalensis, Sharpe, Ann. Nat. Hist. (4) xu, p. 
133 ; Cat. Acc. Br. Mus. p. 1 r. Gyps bengalensis, G. R. Gran, Gen. of B. 
i. p. 6; Jerd. B. of Ind. vol. i. p. 90; Hume, Str. F. vol. v. p. 245 ; Murray, 
Hdbk., Zool. fyc., Sind, p. 104; Gidh.; Hind and Sind— The Bengal or 
Common Brown Vulture. 

Adult .—Cinerous black abpve, beneath dark brown, the shafts narrowly 
streaked with fulvous. Lower back and rump white. Ruff scanty, whitish. 
Head and neck bare with a few dull brown bristles on the crown and nape. 
Quills, tail, and crop patch black. Under wing coverts white. Cere horny 
black; legs dusky black; iris red brown. 

Length .—30 to 35 inches; wing 23 to 23-5; tail 10 to 11 ; tarsus 4*2; 


culmen 3*1. 

Sab, —Throughout India. It is a permanent resident in Sind, and breeds 
from November to February or later, laying ordinarily one or two glossless white 
eggs, at times with rusty markings at the larger end. 

Gen. Otogyps.— Gray. 

Tarsus longer than middle toe; head and neck bare, with fleshy folds and 
a neck lappet or wattle of skin. 
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7 - Otogyps calvus, G. R. Gray , Gen. B. i. p. 4 ; /?. of Ind. vol. i. 

p. 7, No. 2; Hume, Sir. F. vol. viii. p. 370; Sharpe , Ctf/. /Ire. .#r. ifcfw. p. 14 ; 
Murray , Hdbk. Zool. fyc. Sind; Murray, Vert. Zool. Sind , p. 62. Vultur 
calvus, Scorp. Del. Faun, el Flor . Iti'sbur. vol. ii. p. 85. V. pondicerianus, 
Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 7 ; Ran-Gidh , Bhaonra , Hind. ; Wudda Gidh , Sind.— 
The Black Vulture. 

Adult. —Glossy black, inclining to brown on lower back and rump, some 
of the scapulars also washed with brown. Quills black, the shafts white, 
becoming brownish towards the tips. Secondaries whitey brown, blackish 
towards their tips. Tail black, shaded with brown, the shafts brownish. Crop 
patch black. V A circlet of white down across the breast, and a patch of white 
above the thigh joint. Under parts of body deep black. Inner face of 
thighs bare. A small black ruff round the neck, the feathers impending and 
partially concealing the bare patches on each side of the breast. Bill black ; 
legs dull red ; iris reddish brown. 

Length. —31 to 33 inches; culmen 2*5; wing 24*5; tail 10 to 11; 
tarsus 4*1. 

Uab. —This is spread nearly all over the continent of India and not unlike 
V. mofiachus affects the hilly districts in Sind. It is a permanent resident 
wherever it occurs. Nest varies from 2| to 4 feet in length and breadth, with 
usually a lining of leaves. It lays a single egg, pale greenish white, spotted 
or unspotted with purplish; generally a round oval, varying in size from 3*2 
inches to 3*5 in length, and from 2*45 to 2*8 inches in breadth. It is said 
to breed on inaccessible cliffs from January to April. 

Sub-Family—NEOPHRON IN/E, Scavengers. 

Bill lengthened, slender ; nostrils longitudinal, nearly in the middle of the 
bill, perforated, and without bony septum. 


Gen. Neophron— Savigny. 
Characters, same as those of the family. 



Pharaoh s PIen of Bruce. 


Adult .—Yellowish or creamy white. Quills black, neck hackles long, 
lanceolate, tinged somewhat rusty ; secondaries dark brown and. like the 
quills, internally ashy white at base. Head bare, throat with, a little .scanty 
down ; a few white feathers in front of the eye. Irides reddish brown; cere 
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turmeric yellow; bill pale horny brown; feet and legs yellowish 

white. 

Length. —21 to 22 inches; wing 15*5 (not reaching the tip of the tail) ; 
tail 9*5 ; tarsus 3*4 ; culmen 2*9. 

Hal.— Throughout India and a permanent resident. Breeds from February 
to April on cliffs, old mosques, &c., seldom on trees, making a rude nest of 
twigs, lined with rags, &c. Eggs variously coloured, the ground colour usually 
a dirty white, blotched and smeared with reddish brown, or marked all over 
with deep red, with blotches at the larger end. 

Family —FALCONID^E, Falcons. 

Bill usually short and compressed ; tip elongated, curved and r sharp. 
Commissure of upper mandible distinctly toothed or festooned. Head always 
covered with true feathers. 

Sub-Family— BUTTONING. 

Bill small, moderate, tip hooked. Wings moderate ; tail generally short ; 
tarsus with scutse in front and behind; tibia longer than tarsus. Outer toe 
connected to middle toe by interdigital membrane. 

Gen. CireUS*— Lacep. 

Upper mandible slightly festooned; lower emarginate. Nostrils round, 
with no bony excrescence. Tarsi long and slender, naked ; wings long; the 
first quill not so long as the fifth, the third and fourth longest; cere large, 
surrounded with a ruff of setaceous curved plumes. 



9. Circus cyaneus, Linn. Sys- Nat. i. p. 126; Farrell , Br. B. i. 
p. 94 ; Sharpe , Cat. Ace. p. 52 ; Bate, Isis, 1822 ; Gould. B. Eur . i. pi. 33 ; 
Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 95 ; Gould. B. Gt. Bt. 1867; Ilume , Rough Notes, ii. 
p. 93, No. 50; Sir. F. i. p. 160, 418; Reid, Cat. B. Prov . Mus. N. W. P. and 
Oudh. —The Hen Harrier. 

Adult Male. —Upper parts, chin, throat, cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of the neck, 
and breast bluish ashy, paler on the wing coverts and tail, the former also 
slightly margined with whitish and the scapulars slightly tinged with fuscous. 
Frontal plumes and lores whitish ; feathers of the nape pure white. Forehead 
and supercilium whitish. ist6 primaries blackish both above and below, the 
outer webs, towards the tips, more or less suffused with silvery grey ; the inner 
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webs white at the bases.* Secondaries silvery grey on the outer webs and 
tips, with black shafts and an indistinct subterminal band. Tail ashy grey, 
Upped with white, the middle tail feathers entirely uniform pale ashy grey, 
white-shafted, the lateral ones becoming, less grey and white on the inner webs, 
with from 6 to 8 imperfect, and sometimes almost obsolete transverse ashy bars. 
Upper tail coverts white. Under surface from below the breast , including the 
thighs , the axillary plumes, and u?ider wing coverts while , (in the adolescent 
stage slightly suffused with very pale bluish grey). Cere yellow; bill bluish 
black ; irides yellow ; legs and feet bright yellow ; daws black. 

Length. —17 to 19 inches; wing 12*2 to 13*8; tail 81 to 9-0 ; tarsus 2*5 
to 2 9 ; bill from gape r 16. 

Young Male.— Above brown ; bright rufous on the head and neck. Upper 
tail coverts white with rufous brown mesial lanceolate streaks. Tail tawny, 
fulvous at tip, with four broad black cross bands. Young females with rufous 
cross bars on the tail. 

Adult Female.— -Crown of the head, hind neck, and nape reddish fawn or 
pale tawny fulvous, the feathers broadly streaked mesially with dark brown. 
Forehead, a narrow supercilium, lores, and cheeks, and a streak over the ear 
coverts fulvous white; basal two-thirds of feathers of the nape white; ear 
coverts and cheeks rufous, streaked with brown. Quills brown, tipped with 
whitish, and with 3—-5 dark brown transverse bars on the inner webs. 
2 nd, yd, \th, and 5 th primaries emarginaled on the '^ outer web. Scapulars, 
interscapulary region, lower back and rump, also win^.coverts brown, spotted 
with large oval tawny buff marks. Upper tail coverts pure white with some¬ 
times lanceolate rufous brown spots on the shafts. Tail white at the extreme 
base, the central feathers grey brown, narrowly tipped with white or rufescent 
white, and crossed with 4—5 broad transverse bars of darker brown; lateral 
tail feathers similar but with broader white tips, and the interspaces on the 
outer webs creamy buff, the outermost tinged with rufous; sides of neck and 
under surface of body yellowish white, brown-shafted, and with more or less 
conspicuous ovate rufous-brown spots. Irides reddish brown. 

Length. —19*5 to 21*6 inches; wing 14*5 to 15*6; tail 10 to io'9; tarsus 
3-i to 3-17. 

Hab .—-Throughout F.urope. Occurs also in all countries bordering the 
Mediterranean and extending in winter to N. India (Sharpe). In India the lien 
Harrier is common about the outer ranges of the Himalayas ; from Abbottabad 
to Kumaon, in the Punjab; Sind, N.-W. Provinces, and Oudh, also the Central 
Provinces. It has been obtained in Meerut, Bareilly, Etawah, Saugcr, Nagpoor, 
Chanda, and Goona (Hume); also in Beloochistan, S. Afghanistan, Nepal, 
Eastern Turkestan, and Gilgit. 

This species is not known to breed in India. Dr. Scully in his contribution 
to the Ornithology of Eastern Turkestan says it is a permanent resident in the 
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T)Kms of Kashgaria and breeds there. The nest, he says, is placed in long 
grass jungle ; and adds that he often observed the bird sailing low over rush- 
grown marshes and bare fields with a wonderfully long sustained flight. It 
never seems to tire and always appears keenly intent on looking for its prey, 
every now and then suddenly dropping down among the reeds as if shot, but 
soon rising again to resume its hunting. He does not however give any 
particulars of its uidification, except as to the position of the nest. In Europe 
it is said to be placed on the ground and the materials used are small sticks 
and coarse grass. Eggs 4—5 $ in colour pale white or skimmed milk-blue; 
1 67 X r 33 inches. 


10 . Circus melanoleucos, Forst. Jnd. Zool. p. 12,pi. u ; VieiU, N. 
Did. d' Hist. Nat. vi. p. 465; Jerd, B. Ind, , i. p. 98, No. S3; Sharpe , Cat. 
Acc. B. M. p. 61 ; Stray F. i. p. 98 ; id, iii, p. 33 • vi. p. 11 ; id, vii. p. 250; 
Hume, Rough Notes , ii. p. 307; Holdsw . P. Z. S. 1872, p. 414.—The Pied 
Harrier. 


Adult Male ,—The whole head, chin, throat , neck all round, jipper breast , 
nearly two-thirds of the back, scapulars (except the undermost one or two), 
primaries, and a broad band across the wing black. Wing coverts silvery 
grey, often broadly tipped with brown. Primary coverts and secondaries 
silvery grey, except the innermost which are black. Lower portion of back, 
rump, and upper tail coverts white, the latter with two or three broad cross bars 
of black or ashy grey. Tail pale, silvery dove colour or silvery grey, narrowly 
tipped with white; below and the inner webs also broadly margined with white. 
Under surface from lower breast, including wing lining and axillaries, pure 
white. Bill and cere black. IricLesand feet yellow. 


Length .— 16 to 17*15 inches; wing 1370 to l 4 ‘ 4 ’> tail 8*5 to iO; tarsus 
2*98 to 3* I 3 ; culmen I, 

The young male as described by Mr. Hume has the whole head, neck, and 
back of neck clove brown, each feather broadly margined with pale 
rufous. Upper back and scapulars uniform clove brown ; lower back 
and wings of a slightly lighter shade. Some of the longest feathers of the 
back with two obscure, terminal, rufous spots, one on each web; edge of 
the wing rufous white and many of the lesser coverts faintly or boldly 
margined with fulvous or rufescent. Upper tail coverts pure white, dark 
shafted, and with a conspicuous oval, rufous brown subterminal spot. Tail 
feathers a somewhat greyish pale-brown, narrowly tipped with fulvous white 
and with broad, rather dark brown transverse bars. Lower parts bully or 
rufous white, with central rufous brown stripes, broad on the lower breast 
and abdomen, almost obsolete on the chin and the thigh coverts. Inner 
webs of primaries pale rufous white, barred with darker brown, the bars 
wider and more conspicuous on the under surface. Wing lining rufous 
buff; axillaries the same, with darker shafts and two or more broad, irre- 
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gular transverse red brown bars. Winglet, greater primary coverts, and bases 
of the outer webs of the later primaries grey, with broad transverse brown 
bars. 


The adult female is larger than the male and has a slatey grey wash on the 
back. Wing 15*4 ; tail to; tarsus 3-13 inches. 

Hab .—Mr. Sharpe gives Eastern Asia, eastern side of the Indian Peninsula 
and Burma, northwards to Mongolia, Amoor land and Northern China. It 
occurs in Ceylon, Nepal, Burma, Assam, and Eastern Bengal generally, 
(extending westward to Mirzapoor), also almost throughout the Himalayas, 
from the valley of the Burhampooter to Afghanistan. It has been noted from 
Bengal, Rajputana, Central India, the Central Provinces, the Concan, Deccan, 
South India, British Burma, and Nepal. 


Nothing is known of the nidification of this species. Dr. Jerdon however 
remarks in his appendix, that he has every reason to believe it breeds in 
Northern India. 



11 - Circus pygargus, Linn. S • N. i. p 48 ; Sharpy Cat . Acc. B. <V 
p. 64. Circus cineraceus, Cuv. Regne. An. i. p. 33S ; Jerdon, B. of lmiia, i. 
p. 97, No, 52; Hume , Rough Notes, ii. p. 303; Shelley, B. Egypt , p. 184; 
Murray , IJdbk. Z00L Src . Sind ; id. Vert. Zool. Sind, p, 8 S.—Montague's 
Harrier. 
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Adult Male. —Above blue grey ; throat, breast, and wing coverts darker, the 
latter slightly mottled, and with a terminal spot of a dark ash colour. Primary 
coverts and secondaries silvery grey, tipped with white, and with two bands of 
black, one of which is hidden by the greater wing coverts. Primaries black, 
the inner ones greyish at the tips and on the inner web. Secondaries grey 
with a black band. Tail grey or greyish white, the two outer feathers banded 
on their inner webs with rufous, the others dusky, with fine ashy black bands. 
Upper tail coverts white, shading into ashy grey. Lores whitish. Abdomen , 
flanks , thighs , and under wing coverts white , streaked with fawn ; the axillaries 
with spots of the same colour. Cere greenish yellow. Feet and irides 
yellow. 

Length. —i8 inches ; wing 14 to 15 ; tail 9-5 ; tarsus 2*3. 

The adult female differs from the male in being nearly uniform brown with 
scarcely any fulvous margins to the feathers. The hind head and neck are 
streaked with fulvous, as also the sides of the neck and • facial ruff. Feathers 
under the eye whitish. Outer margin of $th primary entire ; notch in second 
primary , an inch or more distant from lip of coverts . Upper tail coverts white ; 
tail brown, tipped with paler brown and banded with five bars of darker brown. 
Under surface of body buffy white, the feathers with rufous centres; legs 
yellow ; irides hazel. 

Length .—19 to 19-5 inches; wing 15*3; tail 8*7; tarsus 1*4 ; culmen ri to 
1 * 2 . 

Hab .—In India it has been found in Sind, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, 
Bengal, Rajpootana, Central India, the Central Provinces, Kutch, Behar, 
Guzerat, the Concans, Deccan, South India, and British Burmah. Occurs also 
in Ceylon, Beloochistan, Afghanistan, and Nepaul. Sharpe gives its distribu¬ 
tion as Europe generally, ranging in winter through Palestine and along the 
Nile to Abyssinia and South Africa, India, and Ceylon. 

It is, like the last, a winter visitant to India generally. Lik^the last, it flies 
low, skimming along the surface of the ground in search of prey. It frequents 
open jungle and cultivated fields, preying on birds, reptiles, insects, &c. It 
has not been known to breed in India. In England it is said to make its nest 
on the ground, generally among furze. The eggs are white, sometimes faintly 
spotted 1*58 x 133 inches, and seldom above four in number. 

12- Circus macrurus, S. G. Gmel N. Comm. Tetrop. xv. p. 439 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. Arc. B. M. p. 67 ; Murray , Hdbk. Zool. fyc. Sind , p. 115. Circus 
swainsonii, Smith, S. Afr. Q. Journ. i. p. 384 ; Gray. Gen. B. i. p. 32 ; Jerd- 
Birds of Ind. p. 96, No. 51 ; Hume , Rough Notes, ii. p. 298. Circus pallidus, 
Sykes, P. 7 >. S. 1832, p. 80; Shelley , B. Egypt, p. *83; Hume , S 
i. p. 160: Murray , Vert. Zool. Sind . p. 88 ; Reid, Cat. B. Mus. N. W. P. and 
Oudh. The Pale Harrier. 
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Adult Male. —Above pale bluish grey, scapulars slightly darker; eyebrow 
and sides of face white ; under surface of body greyish white. Quills blackish 
brown ; the secondaries ashy grey, tipped with white, and the primaries washed 
with ashy grey, white at base of inner web ; other quills white underneath. 
Upper tail coverts white , banded with ashy grey . Tail feathers—except the 
two middle ones, which are uniform ashy grey—banded grey and white ; the 
tips and under surface of all the feathers white. Bill black ; feet and irides 
yellow. 

Length .—17*5 to iS'5 inches; culmen 1*15; wing 13*5 to 14; tail S'S to 
9*5 ; tarsus 275. 

Adult Female .—Above brown, the feathers of the head and hind neck 
streaked, and of the upper surface and lesser wing coverts margined and tipped 
with rufous. Forehead, supercilium, and a spot below the eye white. Cheeks 
and ear coverts dark brown, slightly streaked with tawny. Quills dusky brown, 
the primaries externally shaded with ashy grey, and like the secondaries 
obsoletely barred darker and tipped with buffy white. Outer margin of 5 ik 
primary entire ; notch in second primary nearly or quite hidden by coverts ; upper 
tail coverts white, banded or spotted with dark brown. Tail with the two 
centre feathers ashy brown and with six blackish brown bands, the rest with 
four bands, those on the outer feathers being pale rufous. Under tail coverts 
rufescent. Under wing coverts buffy white, spotted and streaked with brown. 
Cere greenish yellow ; feet yellow ; irides brownish. 

The young, in the livery of which Mr. Hume says he has numerous speci¬ 
mens, is shortly described by Mr. Sharpe as being brown, like the old female, 
but not so much variegated above, with tawny margins to the feathers; under 
surface entirely pale fawn colour (rufous buff— Hume), the facial ruff of this same 
colour, and therefore contrasting in marked prominence with the dark brown 
cheeks and ear coverts, the flank feathers and axillaries with indistinct brown 
central streaks; frontal feathers, superciliary streak and spot under the eye 
whitish ; upper tail coverts white, spotted with pale rufous; tail much as in the 
female, but the dark bars only five in number. 

Length,'—% o*S to 21 inches; wing 14 to 14*5; tail 10 to 10*5; tarsas 
2*8 to 3. 

Hab.— Europe, Africa, and throughout India, Ceylon, 1 China, and Burmah. 
Has been noted from the N.-W. and Central Provinces, Punjab, Sind, 
Beloochistan, Afghanistan, Persia, Mesopotamia, S. India, Kutch, the 
Concans and Deccan, Kattiawar, Behar, Nepaul. In India it is a winter 
visitant, arriving about the middle of September and leaving again in 
March. 

Nothing is known of its nidification anywhere in India, no birds having ever 
been seen in India after March or the middle of April. 
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ssrugiliosus, Linn. S. N. i. p. 130; Savigny, Syst. Oh. 
Egypt , p. 90; Hume , Rough Notes , p. 314; Shelley , Birds Egypt, p. iSr ^ 
Jerd. Birds of hid. p. 99 > No - 54; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. B. M. p. 69; Murray, 
//<#£. Z00L, 8 )'c., Sind , p. 116 ; Hume , £. i. p. 100; Murray, Vert. Z00L, 
Sind, p. 89 ; CW. i?. ifefiw. A. W. P. and Oudh .— The Marsh Harrier. 

—Above dark brown, the feathers of the upper surface edged 
with rufous ; the smaller wing coverts buffy and centred brown ; primary, 
coverts, and secondaries bluish ashy, tipped very slightly with pale white. 
Primaries blackish brown, paler at the tips, whitish at base of inner web. 
Upper tail coverts greyish white and tinged with rufous. Tail bluish ash 
or uniform grey, slightly fulvescent beneath. Head, neck, and breast pale 
rufous or creamy buff, with dark brown streaks ; under parts reddish brown or 
pale rufous, as also are the thigh coverts, the latter in some spotted or margined 
with white; under wing coverts buffy white, the axillaries with brown shaft 
stripes. Cere greenish yellow ; legs and irides yellow ; daws black. 

Length .—19 to 22*5 inches; wing 16 ; tail9 to 10 ; tarsus 3*25 ; culmen 1*55. 

Adult Female .—Larger; length 23 inches ; wing 17 ; tail 10 to 11 ; tarsus 3’S. 

The young bird is uniform reddish brown, the head, neck, and cheeks in 
some stages being yellowish, rufous white, or white with brown stripes on the 
crown; upper tail coverts rufous brown. 

Hab . — Europe generally, China, Japan, N. E. and S. Africa, and through¬ 
out India, Burmah, and Ceylon. In Sind and the Punjab it occurs in great 
numbers, frequenting the maritime districts, rivers, marshes, lakes, and 
inundated fields, feeding on rats, mice, frogs, fish, &c. It occurs also in the 
N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Rajpootana, Kutch, Kattiawar, Jodhpore, 
North Guzerat, Central and Southern India, the Deccan and Concans, and in 
fact throughout India; also in Beloochistan, Persia, Mesopotamia, Afghanistan, 
Eastern Turkestan, Gilgit, Nepaul, Malacca, and Upper Pegu. 

Gen. Astur. — Gm. 

Bill broad at base, compressed to tip, festooned in the middle. Nostrils 
oval, situated anteriorly in the cere. Wings long; 3rd, 4LI1, and 5th quills 
longest. Tarsi long, scutate. 

14 Astur p&lumbarius, Linrt. S. N. i. p. 130; Temm. Man. d'Orn. 
i. p. 55 ; Yarr. B. Birds , i. p. 57 ; Guv. Regne. An. i. p. 320 ; Gray , Gen. 
B. i. p. 27 ; Jerd. B. Tnd. i. p. 45, No. 21 ; Hume , Rough Notes, i. p. 112 ; 
Jerd. Ibis. 1871, p. 243; Sharpe , Cat . Acc. Br. Mus. vol. i. p. 9$.—The 
Goshawk. 

PLATE. 

Crown of the head, car coverts and sides of neck dark brownish black ; 
hind neck slightly mottled with white; lores, checks, and supercilium white. 



Ml UlST/fy 



Avifauna or British India 


/ ' 

ASTUR PALUMBAFUUS. 


Jgrzatuis Sujtcetra-' i.itkt. 


.9 E •; r> . 













Ml HIST/f^ 


ASTUR. 




spotted with blackish. Chin and throat white streaked with dusky; breast 
greyish white, transversely waved with small bars of greyish black ; rest of the 
under surface white covered with transverse bars of greyish or ashy brown; 
under tail coverts white ; upper tail coverts and back dark bluish grey tinged 
with brown. Tail ashy brown, tipped with white and with four broad transverse 
bands of dark brown. Primaries brown, barred with darker brown; shafts 
reddish, the inner webs whitish towards the base; lower surface of the wing 
ashy grey; secondaries, tcrtiaries, and the greater and lesser wing coverts 
as the back; under wing coverts barred transversely with dusky. Cere 
yellow; bill bluish horn; irides bright yellow; legs and feet yellow ; claws 
black. 


Length. 18 to 19-5 inches; oilmen 1*5 ; wing 12-2 to 12-5; expanse 43 
to 45 inches; tail 9 , o ; tarsus 3*0. 

Adult Female.— Similar to the male, but a little larger, and the back is of a 
browner tint, except in very old birds when there is scarcely any difference 
between them. 

Length. —22 to 23 inches ; wing 14 ; tarsus 3*4. 

Hah.— Europe generally, wintering in E. Turkestan, Algeria, Palestine, 
l-g>pt, the Himalayas, and Northern China. In India it has been found in the 
1 unjab and in the forests of Gurhwal in the N.-W. Provinces. Hodgson has 
collected specimens in Nepal. Mr. Hume says that Dr. Jerdon mentioned to 
him that it is occasionally taken in the plains of the Punjab during winter, 
and adds that he saw a pair in July that evidently had their nest in a wood in 
the Asrang Valley above Chini about 12,000 feet. Nothing certain is known 
of its breeding in India. Mr. Hume (Rough Azotes) says, it breeds so far as 
he has been able to ascertain only in the higher regions of the Himalayas. 
He says a pair of young birds were brought to him late in July from 
near the Chor and the shikari asserted that he had taken them from a 
nest. Mr. Thomson too tells him that they breed from March to June, 
building on trees and laying 3 — 4 nearly pure white eggs, confining them¬ 
selves to the interior of the deep precipitous valleys lying close to the snowy 
peak. 

15. Astur trivirgatus, Tem. PI. CP. i. pi. 3 - 3 ; Cm. Regne An. 

P* 33 2 5 J* r d. B. Ind. i. p. 47, No. 22 ; Wallace, Ibis , 1868, p. 6; Sharpe , Cat' 
Acc. B. M. p. 95. Astur palumbarius, Jcrd . Madras journal, p. 85. Lophos- 
pizia trivirgatus, Kaup. Cenfr. Orn. 1850, p. 65: Ilume, Rough Notes, p. 116; 
Stray F. v. p. 8, 502. — The Crested Goshawk. 

Adult Male.— Above slatey grey, the upper tail coverts blackish and tipped 
with white. Head and neck clearer slatey grey, including a conspicuous 
occipital crest, the sides of the neck somewhat tinged with rufous ; quills browner 
than the back; primaries with rufescent shafts, barred above with dark brown, 
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plainer underneath where the quills are white at the base of the inner 
web. Tail ashy brown, paler at tip, crossed with four bands of dark brown ; 
throat white with a distinct black moustachial streak on each side and a broad 
medial line4 chest clear tawny rufous; rest of under surface white, broadly 
banded with pale rufous, each bar of this colour having a conterminous 
brown bar; the thighs thickly barred with ashy brown without any rufous tinge. 
Under tail coverts white; under wing coverts white, spotted with brown or 
rufous brown; axillanies similarly barred. Bill black,plumbeous at base. Cere 
orange yellow. Cheeks and orbits orange; feet yellow; hides orange 
yellow. 

Length.— 14 to 16 inches; wing 7*8 to 8*5; tail <6*3 to 7; tarsus 21 
to 2-2. 


Adult Female .—Much larger. Length 17*5 to 18 inches; wing 9*5 to9*7 ; 
tail 8*o; tarsus 2*5 to 27.. 

Young. Brown above, with a fully developed occipital crest. Upper tail 
coverts banded with darker brown and tipped with white. Tail with five 
•cross bands of darker brown, Under surface of body white, throat as in the 
adult; breast broadly streaked with pale rufous or dark brown; lower breast, 
thighs, and abdomen barred with pale rufous, darker on the thighs; under tail 
coverts white, with a few narrow' rather indistinct cross bars; under wing 
coverts buff, spotted and barred with dark brown. 

LLab. Southern India and Ceylon, Assam, Burmah, Java, Borneo, Sumatra, 
and the Phillipine Islands. Nothing is known of its nidification in India. The 
larger Nepalese race is provisionally separated by Mr. Sharpe as A. indicus . 


16. Astar badius, Kaup. Isis , 1847 ; Sharpe , Cal. Acc. Br. Mus. p. 109, 
(Sub-Sp. A.). Micronisus badius, Bp. Consp . i. p. 33 ; Jerd. B. hid. i. p. 48, 
No. 23; Bljrlh, Ibis , 1863; Hume , Rough Notes , p, 117; Murray , Hdbk. 
Zool.y tefc^Sind; id. Vert. Zool. Sind\ p. fo8. Accipiter badius, Strickl. 
Ann. Mag. N. //. xiii. p. 33.—The Siiikra or Brown Hawk. 

Ysung. — Head, nape, neck behind, back, scapulars, wing and upper tail 
coverts ashy, dusky, or pale earthy brown, the feathers on the head slightly 
darker, and all edged with pale rufous, the feathers of the neck with their 
white bases showing through. Lores and eyebrow white; sides of the face and 
ear coverts pale brown, tinged with rufescent and mesially streaked with 
darker , chin and throat white, with a mesial dark brown throat stripe; breast 
and abdomen whitish with large longitudinal drops—oval on the upper breast 
—of a pale rufous colour. Vent and under tail coverts white; under wing 
coverts buff, streaked and barred with dark brown; thigh coverts also barred. 
Primaries brown, their inner webs huffy, and barred with dark brown ; secon¬ 
daries brown, barred darker on both webs and margined and tipped withbuffy. 
tail ashy brown with 5—6 broad dark brown bands; narrower and about nine 
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on the outermost feathers, the interspaces and tips of all huffy white. Cere 
yellow; bill dusky with a bluish tinge. Iris pale yellow; feet yellow. 

In the adult plumage the upper parts are bluish grey; the nape is mottled 
with white, and the white bases of the scapular feathers show through in some 
specimens ; the primaries are dusky black, with their inner webs of a buff colour 
and barred darker brown, nearly black ; the secondaries are bluish grey and also 
barred. The tail is ashy grey, and tipped with while, the bars on the lateral tail 
feathers 9 — 11 in number, and of a dark brown colour. The throat stripe is 
less distinct than in the young, and the entire- lower surface is barred with 
white and rufescent brown. The abdomen, thighs, and under tail coverts 
unspotted white; rest as in the young. The adult female is like the male but 
larger. 

Length.— Adult male 13:5 inches ; wing 7*9 ; tail 6-3 ; tarsus 2. 

Adult Female .—Length 1.4*5 ; wing 8*3 \ tail 6*4 ; tarsus 2*15. 

Hab. —The Indian Peninsula generally, and Ceylon, extending to Assam 
and Burmah, and also to Beloochistan, Persia, and Afghanistan. Occurs in 
Oudh, Bengal, Central Provinces, Rajpootana, Central India, Kutch, Kattiawar, 
Guzerat, Concan, Deccan, and Southern India. Breeds in April and May 
in Sind, Punjab, and N.-YV. Provinces on large lofty trees on the edges of 
streams or lakes, laying usually three or four eggs, oval or pyriform in shape > 
smooth, fine, glossless shells of a pure, delicate bluish white, as a rule without 
markings or at most thinly sprinkled all over with very faint greyish specks 
and spots. In size the eggs vary from 1*5 to 1*63 inches in length and from 
B’2 to i'2& in breadth. It is commonly trained by natives, being easily 
reclaimed and expert in striking a quarry. 

17. Astur poliapsis, Hume , Stray Feathers , vol. ii. p. 325 (1874); 
l d. vol. iii. p. 24 ; id. Hume and Davison , Birds of Te?inascrim y vol. vi. p. 7 ; 
Sharpe , Cat. Ace. Br. Mus . Sub.-Sp. B, vol. i. p. 110. Micronisus badius, 
Sel. Ibis , 1864, P* 246; Swinhoe, Ibis , 1870, p. 84; id. P. Z. S. 1871, p. 41!. — 
The Grey-facED Shlkra. 

Adult. —Very similar to A. badius which it replaces to the eastward of Bengal. 
Much paler blue above ami below, banded with broader and brighter vinous 
bands than its near ally ; wanting the nuchal rufescent collar and the central 
throat stripe and with the checks and ear coverts unieolorous with the crown. 
Legs and feet yellow ; claws black ; base of upper and lower mandible, except 
tips, plumbeous ; rest of bill black ; cere greenish yellow. 

Length.— n inches ; culmen 6*7 ; wing 7'3 ; tail 6*i ; tarsus 1*95. 

In the Birds of Tennaserim Hume and Davison give the following measure¬ 
ments : — 

Length. Expanse. Tail. Wing Tarsus. Bill from gapo 

Males. 12-0 to 1275 24*0 to 26 0 5-9 to 6*62 7-3108*12 i oto> o. 0*81. 0 85. 

Females. 13-9 to 14*62 26*75 ^ 2 & 37 6 7 to 7 37 8 3 to 9 0 r« to 2 05 0*9 to ro 
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Half. —Tennaserim, Burmah, Siam, and Camboga; Formosa, Hainan 
(Hume and Sharpe). Occurs throughout Tennaserim, but Hume and Davison 
say it is nowhere common. The species is excessively shy, seldom allowing 
of even a moderately near approach. Feeds entirely on insects and small 
reptiles. 

18- Astur soloensis, Hors/, apudLath, Gen. Hist. i. p. 209; Sharpe, 
Cat. Acc. Br. Mus. vol. i. p. 114; Sir. F. vol. v. 124 j id. vi. p. 8. Doedalion 
soloensis, Hors/. Tr. Linn. Socy. xiii. p. 137. Micronisus soloensis. Gray t 
Cat. Acc. B. M. p. 75; Wallace , Ibis, 1868, p. 12. Nisus soloensis, 
Sehleg, Mus. P. B. As lures; Bly/h, Ibis, 1863, p, 16.—The Sooloo 

Falcon. 

1 he following is Sharpes description of the adult plumage of this species:— 
The adult plumage appears to be gained by a gradual mersion of the 
rufous stripes on the breast. Above light bluish grey, some of the feathers 
margined with darker grey ; sides of face and neck grey like the head but a 
little more dingy ; under surface of the body pale buffy vinous, the throat, 
flanks, and thighs, as well as the under wing and tail coverts white with a 
slightly greyish shade on the sides of the breast; quills black, externally 
shaded with ashy grey; under surface white at base of inner web, but having no 
distinct bars above or below; tail dull bluish grey above, ashy white beneath, 
with four or five indistinct cross bands of dark brown, a little plainer under¬ 
neath, but these not strictly continuous. Cere yellow; gape and orbits yellowish; 
bill black, lead colour at base; feet and irides yellow. Total length I r8 
inches; culmen 075 ; wing 7*9; tail 5*4; tarsus 1*9. 

Young. —Above brown, with rufous edgings to the feathers, a little broader 
on the upper tail coverts ; the sides of the neck washed with rufous, the 
nape mottled with white ; crown blackish ; an ill-defined eyebrow and fore 
part of the cheeks white, narrowly lined with blackish brown. Ear coverts 
brOwn, slightly washed with dull rufous; throat buffy white with a moustachial 
line on each side and a median streak of brown; rest of under surface buffy 
white, the chest broadly streaked and the breast and flanks barred with pale 
rufous. Under tail coverts white; under wing coverts clear buff, the lowest, 
spotted with blackish. Quills dark brown, slightly tipped with whitish 
very indistinctly barred above with darker brown; underneath bufify white at 
the base of the inner web, indistinctly barred with dark brown, visible only 
on the inner webs ; tail ashy brown, whitish at tip, crossed with five bars of 
darker brown; the under surface whitish ashy, the cross bars more distinct, 
except on the outer web, where they arc almost obsolete. 

Hub. —Tennaserim (Malewoon, Mergui di.-trici), Java, Malacca, Sumatra, 
Phillipine Islands ; Batchian, Celebes, New Guinea. 
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Gen. Accipiter.—^™*. 

Bill short, much compressed, festooned. Nostrils oval, rather oblique, 
situated on the forepart of the cere, and partly hidden by setae. W ings moder¬ 
ate, rounded, and with the 4th and 5th quills longest. Tarsi long. 



19 . Accipiter llisus, Lin. Sys/. Nat. i. p. 130; Pall. Zoogr. Posso 
As. i. p. 370 ; Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 29; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 51, No. 24 ; Hume , 
Bough Notes, i. p. 124 ; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. Br. Mus. p. 132; Murray , Hdbk. 
Zool. &c., Sind, p. 110; id. Vert. Zool. Sind; (Bash a, the female ; Bash in, 
the male, Hind).—The European Sparrow-Hawk, 

Young. —Head, nape, neck behind, back, scapulars, and wing coverts dusky 
brown, darker on the upper back, the feathers margined with rufous, the 
occiput and nape with white mottlings, caused by the broad white bases of the 
feathers showing through. Lores and eyebrow white; chin and throat and 
sides of the neck white, the feathers with mesial dark streaks. Ear coverts the 
same. Rump and upper tail coverts like the back, the feathers with dark 
shafts and tipped rufous. Primaries and secondaries dusky brown, basally 
rufescent white on their inner webs and barred with dark brown. The tips of 
the secondaries rufous or rufescent white; inner web of the tertiarics 
subterminally white, and margined at the tips with pale rufous. Tail ashy 
brown above, greyish white on the under surface, tipped whitish and with five 
dark brown bands; breast, abdomen, flanks, and thigh coverts barred with 
rufous brown and white. Under tail coverts white. Under wing lining buff, 
with spots and transverse dark brown bars. 

Adult Male. — Head, nape, hind neck, wing coverts, back, anil scapulars 
slatey, with a bluish tinge, the nape mottled white, and some of the tcrtials 
basally white. Upper tail coverts and scapulars with indistinct dark shafts. 
Tail, like the back, tipped white, and with four dark brown bands. Primaries 
dark brown, their inner webs rufescent white, and crossed with darker brown, 
nearly black bars ; secondaries slatey. also rufescent white on their inner webs 
and barred across with dark brown Chin and throat white, with a rufous tinge ; 
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breast, flanks, and abdomen barred with bright rufous and white. Thigh coverts 
the same. Under tail coverts white. Under wing coverts barred with rufous ; 
and dark brown. Bill horny or dark horn? blue ^ cere, base of lower man¬ 
dible, and legs yellow j iris orange. 

Length. _13 inches; win" 8-15 ; tail 6-3 ; tarsus 2-3. Females larger ancf 

of a duller tint. Length IS'5 ; wing 9-3 to 9 -5 ; tail 7 ; tarsus 2 S- 

jfafc' _The whole of Europe and Northern Asia, extending in winter into 

Algeria, N. E. Africa, the Indian Peninsula, and China (Sharpe). Occurs 
throughout Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Okidh, and Bengal; also through¬ 
out the Western Presidency, in Rajpootana, Central India, Kutcfr, Guzerat,. 
Concan, Deccan, Southern India, and in Beloochistan, Persia, Mesopotamia, 
and Afghanistan ; also British Burmah, Upper Pegu, Tennaserim, and Nepal. 
Affects gardens and cultivation. It is much used for hawking, and is said to 
be easily tamed, and owing to its courage, a better bird than’ the Shikra 
for the quarry. 

Mr. Hume in his “ Rough Notes,” p. 128, describes in detail the Dove-Hawk 
(Accipiler melaschistos) from Simla as a new species which Mr. Sharpe 
thinks is only a dark race of this species. 

20 . Accipiter virgatus, Temm. PI. Col. i. pi. 109; Vig. Zool.Journ. 
i. p. 338; Gray , Gen. B. i. p. 29; Jerd. B . hid. i. p. S 2 > No. 25 ; Hume, 
Bough Notes , i. p. 132; Jerd. Ibis , 1871, p. 243; Sharpe , Cal. Acc. Br. 
Mus. vol. i. p. 150; Stray F. vol. ii. p. 141.—Tlie Resra Sparrow-Hawk. 

Adult Male.— Head and neck dusky black, sides of the neck washed with 
rufous, nape mottled with white ; ear coverts and face light dusky, throat huffy 
white ; wing coverts blackish slate colour. Quills dark brown, unbarred above 
under surface ashy, pale rufous near the base of the inner web and barred with 
blackish. Tail ashy grey above, much paler below, with three transverse bands 
of slatey black. Abdomen and under tail coverts white, rest of under surface 
bright ferruginous or vinous chestnut, paler on the thighs ; under wing coverts 
yellowish ochry; axillaries barred with brownish. Cere pale lemon yellow ; 
bill black, plumbeous at base Legs and feet pale orange yellow. I rides yellow. 

Length. — 11 to 11*25 inches; wing 6*5 to 6*6; tail 15*75 to &6 ; tarsus- 
1*9 to 2*2. 

Adult Female. — A little larger than the male. 

Length.— 13 inches ; wing 7*4 to 8 ; tarsus 1*9 to 2*2. 

The plumage of the various stages of the young of this species is so very 
variable, that it is not possible to give a description which would suit, but 
the following from Rough Notes is the usual type of colouration of specimens 
from the Punjab, in the Kurrachee Museum. Head, nape, back, mantle, and 
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upper tail coverts dusky cyaneous, darkest on the head. Nape mottled 
with white. Tail slatey grey, brownish on lateral feathers, and with seven 
narrow transverse bars on the inner webs and four broad blackish bars on both 
webs of the other ten feathers. Sides of .neck and coverts dusky, the latter 
with traces of rufous stride. Chin and throat white with one central blackish 
stripe ; a streak of white over the eye. Breast deep ferruginous at the sides, 
the central portion having the feathers a mixture of blackish, deep ferrugi¬ 
nous and white. Sides, flanks, and upper abdomen ferruginous, imperfectly 
barred with white; lower abdomen white, barred with pale ferruginous. 
Tibia! plumes white, closely barred with rusty grey; under tail coverts white. 


Hah .—Throughout the Indian Peninsula nearly. Occurs in the Concan and 
Deccan, Rajpootana, in South and Central India; also in the Punjab, N.-M. and 
Central Provinces, the Himalayas, and S. Andamans. Mr. Wallace gives it from 
Malacca, Timor, and Java, and Dr. Jerdon says extends to Assam, Burmah, and 
Malayans Mr. Thompson {Rough Notes) is confident that it breeds in the 
forests of Gurhwal from March to May, but nothing certain is known. It is 
caught wherever fairly numerous and much used by falconers for the quarry. 
It is said however to be a difficult bird to train, but when trained fetches a 
considerable price, being speedy and active, especially at partridges, quails* 
doves and snipe. 


Sub-Family—BUTEONlNiE. 

Bill small, moderate, tip hooked. Wings moderate ; tail generally short; 
tarsi with scutcc in front and behind ; tibia longer than tarsus. Outer toe 
connected to middle toe by interdigital membrane. 


Gen. Buteo.— Cuv. 

Bill short with hooked tip ; margin of upper mandible slightly festooned ; 
nostrils oval. Lores clothed with bristledike feathers. Wings long ; 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th quills sub-equal and longest; inner webs of 1 st four quills strongly 
notched. Tarsus bare or feathered on the upper third only. 

21. Buteo ferox, s. G. Gmelin , N. Comm. Ac. Peirop . xv. p 442; 
Hume , Rough Notes , ii. p. 274 ; Stray Feathers , iv. p. 362 (1873) ; Sharpe, 
Cat. Acc. p. 176. Buteo canescens, Hodgs. Peng. Sport . Mag. 1836, p. 180 ; 
Jerd. B. of Ind. p. 88, No. 45. Buteo longipes, Jerd. Madr. Journ. x. 
p. 75. B. aquilinus, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. xiv. p. 176 ; Jerd. B. of bid. i, 
p.90, No. 46.—-The Long-legged Buzzard. 

The plumage of this large and handsome Buzzard varies considerably in all 
its different stages. This circumstance has led to its being described as 
canescens, Hodgs; longipes, Jerdon ; rufinus, Rupp. ; leucurus, Naum.; and 
fuliginosus, Hume. Mr. Hume in his scrap book goes very minutely into the 
differences observed in the plumage of its various stages, and states at page 
281, that “the great difficulty we meet with in assigning any chronological 
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Izto these changes is that the changes on the upper surface do not corre¬ 
spond with those on the lower. It is easy enough, he says, to arrange any 
number of specimens, in what, looking at the upper or under surface only, 
appears a very perfect series in which no links are wanting, but directly we 
turn the specimens over, all traces of any arrangement seem to vanish.” The 
question as to which is the adult plumage seems yet a vexed one, the Buzzard 
being known to breed in plumage which has been described as immature, but 
it is probable that the fuliginous plumage ( B . fuliginosus) of Hume is that of 
very old birds, in which the whole head, neck, ear coverts, cheeks, throat, and 
breast is a deep umber brown, indistinctly margined with rufous. 


Male .—Feathers of the forehead and crown of the head rufcscent brown 
with stiff dark shafts. A narrow dark line in front of the superciliary edge of 
the eye. Lores whitish, with numerous elongated stiff bristle-like feathers which 
extend to the base of the cere, partially cover the nostrils and turn up on to 
the front of the forehead above the base of the cere. Cheeks rufcscent brown, 
the feathers dark shafted. Ear coverts yellowish or a soiled white, the feathers 
dark shafted. Chin and throat white, some of the feathers with dark shafts. 
All round the edges of the lower mandible there are stiff bristle-like hairs, 
which are \ an inch or more long. A rufous brown line behind the eye, and 
another from the gape forming a fairly distinct moustachial stripe. Sides of 
the neck rufous, the feathers dark shafted and edged lighter. Breast rufescent, 
the feathers dark shafted and edged buffy. Nape and back of the neck rufous 
brown, mottled with white, the basal portion of the feathers showing through. 
Abdomen deep chestnut brown, the feathers edged fulvous and with dark 
shafts. Thigh coverts deep brown, the feathers edged reddish fulvous ; upper 
back, scapulars, and lesser wing coverts brown, edged with rufous; lower 
back and rump uniform brown, the lateral feathers of the upper tail coverts 
bright rufous and irregularly barred with brown. Lower tail coverts white. 
Tail (except the two lateral feathers, which are shaded with ashy grey) pale 
rufous, with a broad terminal band of slightly deeper rufous; the shafts and 
inner webs white, with traces of brown cross bars. Outer webs of quills 
ashy grey, the inner webs blackish from the tip to the emargination or sinuosity 
and white beyond, forming on the under surface of the wing a large white 
patch. Except the first three, all the other primaries are barred on both webs; 
the 3rd, 4th, and 5th quills emarginate on the outer webs, and all five primaries 
emarginate on their inner webs.- 


Legs and feet pale lemon yellow. I rides brownish yellow ; orbital ridge 
dusky greenish. Bill brownish plumbeous, gape yellow, tip black. Cere 
yellowish green. 


Length .—24 inches; wing 1675 ; tail from vent 975; tarsus 3*20. 

Female obtained at Sehwan, 5th February, similar to the male. Length 25 
inches; wing 1975 ; tail from vent 1075 ; tarsus 275. 
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Bab.— Winter visitant in Sind. Found throughout India. It is recorded 
from Northern, Southern, and Central India, N.-W. Provinces, the Punjab, the 
Gangetic Valley, N.-W. Himalayas, Kashmir, Nepal, Oudh, and Behar ; also 
from Beloochistan, Persia, Afghanistan, Eastern Turkestan, and Palestine. In 
Palestine Mr. Tristram (Ibis, 1865) took its eggs from a rocky ledge on Mount 
Carmel. The plumage of his Palestine specimen, he says, is very rufous, 
and he shot breeding birds with and without the bar on the tail. 

22 . Buteo desertorum, Daud. Traite , ii. p. 164; Vieill. N. Die. a 
Hist. Nat. iv. p. 478; Hume, Rough Notes , ii. p. 268; Jerd. Ibis, 1871, 
p. 338. Buteo rufiventer, Jerd. III. hid. Orn. pi. 27. Buteo vulgaris, Jerd. 
B . Ind. i. p. 87. — The African Buzzard. 

Adult. —Above brown, all the feathers except on the lower back and rump 
margined with rufous. Head and neck tawny rufous, the feathers mesially 
streaked with dark brown; sides of face whitish, washed with rufous and 
narrowly shafted with dark brown. Under surface of body tawny rufous, 
some of the feathers of the lower breast tipped with creamy buff, the under 
tail coverts inclining to this colour, as also the middle of the breast; thighs and 
flanks rufous, shaded with ashy brown ; under wing coverts creamy buff with 
rufous central streaks, the outermost and greater series inclining to ashy 
brown ; upper wing coverts dark brown, the feathers margined with rufous. 
Primaries black, externally shaded with ashy grey, the secondaries lighter 
brown, tipped with whitey brown. Under surface of quills white at base of 
inner webs, shading into ashy white gradually towards f he tips. 

Upper tail coverts rufous at tip and on outer web; tail rufous, yellowish at 
tip, with an indistinctly indicated subterminal bar of brown, the shafts white. 
Cere lemon yellow. Bill dark plumbeous, lighter near the cere ; feet lemon 
yellow; iris light hazel, or yellowish. Length 21 inches; culmen 1 55 ? 
wing 13*4 ; tail 7-8; tarsus 3. (Sharpe.) 

Hab —The whole ofAfrica, S.-E. Europe, and the Indian Peninsula gene¬ 
rally. Common in the Himalayas. Recorded from the Neilgherries, and from 
Murree to Darjeeling. Nothing is known of the nidification of this species, 
except what Dr. Bree says, that, according to M. Fairer, it nests among the 
rocks and the male takes its turn in sitting. 

23. Buteo plumipes, Ilodgs. in Gray s Zool. Misc. p. 81 ; id. P. Z. 
S. 1845, p. 37; Jerd. B. Ind. p. 91 No. ; Hume . Rough Notes, p. 2S5 ; 
Jerd. 'Ibis, 1871, p. 340; Sir. F. iv. pp. 358-371 ; Sharpe, Cat. Ace. B. M. 
p. 180. Buteo japonicus, Bp. Cotisp. i. p. 18 ; Jerd. Ibis, 1871, p. 337 * Buteo 
vulgaris, Blyth, Ibis, 1863, p. 20.— The Harrier Buzzard. 

PLATE. 

Adult. —Above dark purplish brown, the feathers rufescent on their mar¬ 
gins ; sides of face and neck rufous, the feathers mesially streaked with brown ; 
lores whitish. Upper margin of ear coverts dark brown ; checks blackish, 
forming a strongly pronounced moustache. Under surface of body udous, 
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sh^aked with blackish on the chin and less distinctly on the throat; chest 
almost uniform rufous with a black shaft stripe ; lower breast fulvous white, 
irregularly barred with rufous brown ; thighs rufous with fulvous margins to 
the feathers; lower abdomen, vent, and under tail coverts creamy buff. 
Primaries blackish ; secondaries paler with whitish tips and irregularly mottled 
or barred with brown; tail brown with an indistinct purplish subterminal 
band, a white tip, and 3—4 other distinguishable bars of darker brown. 

Length. — 2 I ‘5 inches; wing 157; tail 9; tarsus 3; culmen 175. 

Aged specimens are everywhere dull smoky brown, the wing coverts and 
scapulars lighter ; primaries dark brown, inclining to purplish brown near the 
tips; the inner web buffy white, barred with brown; shafts whitish; 
secondaries like the back ; tail uniform smoky brown with whitish shafts and 
pale whitey brown tips with obsolete remains of cross bars. Sides of face 
and neck and entire under parts uniform smoky brown. 

Length .—20 inches ; wing 15*4 ; tail 9 ; tarsus 3. 

Hob .—The Travancore Hills of Southern India, the Himalayas, the 
Northern portions of the Tennaserim province of British Burmah, Nepal and 
Sikkim and eastwards to China and Japan. 


Mr. Bourdillon in Sir. F . states that this is a winter visitor in Travancore 
during December, January, and February, preferring high open country, where 
two or three may be seen steadily quartering the ground and occasionally 
pouncing on some mouse or lizard. As to the identity of this species with 
plumipes there is still a set controversy owing to the very variable plumage of 
the Buzzard in all their different stages. Messrs. Ilume, Blyth, Sharpe, 
Dresser, and Gurney have worked hard to find out the points of distinction 
between the Indian species of Buzzards, but no satisfactory conclusion has yet 
been come to. Mr. Sharpe has, however, in his Catalogue fairly well given a 
key to seventeen species of Buteo from all parts of the world. I doubt 
whether anything could be made of the Indian species. 


Gen. Archibuteo.— Brehm. 

Characters of Buteo. Tarsi lengthened and feathered to the toes. 

24. Arcllibuteo strophiatus, Hodgs.; Gray, Cat. Mam. and B. 
Nepal; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 340; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. B . M. p. 199* 
Archibuteo hemiptilopus. Bly. J. A. S. B. xv. p. 1 ; Jerd. B. Bid. i. p. 94 » 
No. 49; Hume, Rough Notes, p. 232; id. Str . F. i. p. 315. Archibuteo 
leucoptera, Hume, Sir . F. i. p. 3 I &*—The Brown Eagle Buzzard. 

PLATE. 

Adult. —Above rich deep fuscous brown, slightly glossed with pinkish ; 
interscapulary region slightly darker; scapulars and wing coverts margined 
paler ; lores whitish ; sides of face and neck brown. Entire under partsbrown ; 
also the tarsal feathers, which extend to the root of the toes ; a broad irregular 
band of white across the breast. Quills dark brown ; primaries shaded greyish 
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externally and white at base of inner web. Tail' brown above, ashy white 
beneath; the shafts and tips' white or albescent and the feathers crossed with 
traces of 7—8 bars of dark brown. 


Length. —27 inches; wing 19*4; tail 11; tarsus 3*6; bill 1*9. 

Hah. —Sikkim, Nepal, and Tibet. Nothing is known of the habits and nidi- 
fication of this Buzzard, of -which there are only 3 or 4 specimens in existence. 

Sub-Family—AQUILIN zE, Eagles. 

Bill strong, more or less lengthened* festooned but not toothed ; tarsus reticu¬ 
late behind, more than half the length of the tibia. Outer toe only connected 
to middle toe by membrane. Wings moderate. 4th quill usually longest. 

Gen.— Gypsetus. 

Bill strong, lengthened, compressed, straight; tip of upper mandible much 
hooked. Nostrils oval, liidden by stiff bristles. Chin with a tuft of black 
rigid hairs. 



Gypatus barhalus . 
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1 * 5 . GypaetUS barbatus, Siorr. Alpenreisse , p. 69 ; Jcrd. B. of 1 ml. 
p. 13; Hume , Rough Notes , vol. i. p. 35 > Murray , Hdbh. Zool ., .Szw/, 

p. 105; z/. F<?r/. Z<?fo. SzW, p. 64. Falco barbatus, GV/z. £. /V. vol. i. p. 252. 
Gypaetus hemalachanus, Hutton , J/W. j 4 j. Ben. vol. vii. p. 22. Gypsetus 

orientalis, Blyth , /for, 1863.—The Bearded Vulture or Lajvimergeyer. 


Adult. _Above black, a few brown feathers on the rump; quills brown, 

externally washed with ashy, the secondaries with ochreous brown, the shafts 
of all the feathers white, feathers of the back also white shafted, tinged with 
buffy, especially on the wing coverts. Head white, with dark streaks; nape 
feathers lanceolate, elongate, tinged with bright tawny; cheek stripe and 
supercilium black; bristles over the nostrils and tuft of hairs under the chin 
black. Entire lower parts rich tawny, dull orange, or ferruginous ; a dark 
pectoral collar (not always present) more or less distinct. Under wing coverts 
dark brown with pale shaft streaks. Bill bluish horn, the tip darker; feet 
plumbeous ; iris pale orange ; sclerotic membrane blood red. 

Length . — 45 to 46 inches; expanse 10S to 112 ; wing 29*5; tail 20; 
tarsus 4 ; culrnen 3*7. 


Hab .—The highest mountains of Europe, Asia, and Africa, principally the 
the most inaccessible parts ; also the Himalayas from Nepal to Cashmere, 
and the Salt and Sooliman Ranges ; not uncommon in the Bolan (Beloo- 
chistan) and South Afghanistan. 

The Lammergeyer is not common in any part of Sind, except the northern 
country, at and beyond Jacobabad, affecting the hilly districts. Whether it is 
a permanent resident of those parts or only a winter visitant, is not known. Mr. 
Hume, in his contributions to the Ornithology of India, &c., in Stray Feathers 
states that he observed it on two occasions in the hills dividing Sind from 
Khelat. Dr. Day observed it in Durryah, and it is said to be well known to 
sportsmen who have shot ibex in those ranges. 

V | It does not possess the carrion-eating propensities of the other vultures, but 
~ "kills its own game, comprising ibex, hares, &c. 

Breeds in the Himalayas during December, January, and part of 
February. The nest is a large heap of sticks about 3x5 feet, lined with hair, 
rags, feathers and bones and commonly placed in almost inaccessible situa¬ 
tions. Captain Cock took a nest in December 1868, two marches from Rawul- 
pindee on the Peshawur side. There were two eggs in it which Mr. Hume 
says are excessively like one of the common types of the eggs of Neophron 
ginginianusy but much larger, a rather broad oval, somewhat pointed towards 
one end. Texture coarse, but the shell more compact and less chalky than 
those of the Neophrons. In colour a nearly uniform pale salmon buff, 
here and there mottled paler. They measure 3*43 to 3‘05X2'68 to 2*52 
inches. 
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Gen. Aqllila — Briss. 

Bill straight at the base, very much curved at the tip. Sides compressed. 
Wings, 4th and 5th quills longest and equal. Tarsi feathered to base of toes. 


26 Aqllila clirysaetos, Lin.; Dumont , , Diet . Sci. Nat. i. p. 339; 
i jould. B . Eur. i. pi. 6 ; McGill. Brit. B. iii. p. 204 ; Jerd. B. I?id. i. p. 55 » 
No. 26; Stray Feathers , i. p. 157; Hume ,, Afo/w, i. p. 139; Murray , 

Z00/. SiW, p. 74 ; Sharpe , GW. Zrc. p. 236. Aquila fulva, Zkrcr. 
Oh. De Egypt ; Shelley, B. Egypt.— The Golden Eagle. 

Adult Male. —Crown of the head brown; nape and hind neck pale orange 
brown, the feathers lanceolate, with brown bases; sides of the face paler. 
Lores greyish white. Cheeks blackish. Back, scapulars, and wing coverts 
dark brown, the latter and scapulars margined slightly paler. Greater wing 
coverts with brownish mottlings. Primaries dark brown, blackish towards their 
lips, basally white on their inner webs and clouded or mottled with brown. 
Tail nearly square, the middle feathers slightly elongated. At the tip it is 
dark brown or nearly black, greyish basally ; the intervening space brown and 
much mottled. Under surface of body dark brown; the thigh, leg and under 
wing coverts pale brown, tinged or washed with tawny. Cere yellow. Bill 
bluish horn colour, darker at the tip. Legs yellow. Irides hazel. 

length. — 35‘5 to 40 inches ; wing 24*5 to 28 ; tail 14 to 17 ; tarsus 3*S to 4*5. 
The young has the plumage of a lighter shade. The feathers of the back, 
scapulars, and tertials brown, basally broadly white and showing through. The 
tail broadly black terminally, white or ashy at the base, and mottled with 
brown. Under surface of body light brown, the feathers basally white. The 
thigh and under tail coverts tawny rufous. Adult female is larger than the 
male. 

Hah— The whole of Europe and N. Asia, extending into India and N. 
China, flas been found in the Punjab and in the Himalayas. In Sind it 
occurs on the hills dividing Sind from Khelat; also in the Bolan, Beloochis* 
tan, and probably extends into Persia and Afghanistan. 

Nothing is known as to the breeding of this noble and majestic eagle in 
India. Of its breeding in Europe, Yarrell and Morris give long accounts. The 
former says it makes a large platform of sticks on high and inaccessible rocks 
and precipices, occupying a space of several square feet. Morris {B. Birds) 
says, or on the stump of some tree projecting from them or on the lofty 
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the forest. The nest is usually lined with roots, dry grass, heather, 
moss, or other vegetable materials. The usual number of eggs is two, but some¬ 
times three are found. They are usually of a dirty white colour and either richly 
blotched and spotted or thickly mottled, streaked, and clouded with varying 
shades of red or reddish brown. Some are pure white. The eggs according 
to Mr. Hume are broad, very perfect ovals, slightly compressed towards one 
end. Mr. Hewitson’s figures of three eggs measure 3 X 2*35 inches ; 
3-13 X 2-3; 2*95 X 2-35. 

Of the habits of this noble bird much has been written, to compile which would 
take pages of print. In Central Asia it is said to be trained to kill antelopes, 
foxes, &c., and to be held in much esteem by all the tribes. Its food consists 
principally of sheep, lambs, rabbits, and such like small animals, but it does 
not hesitate to attack larger game, fixing itself on the head of the victim and 
flapping its wings in the animal’s eyes; the smaller animals it is said to seize 
with one foot and drag the other on the ground. 

27. Aquila heliaca, Savign. Desc. Egyp. p. 459; Gould. B. Eur. 
pi. 5; Gray , Gen . B. i. p. 13; Sharpe , Cat. Acc. p. 238; Murray , Vert . 
Zool. Sind , p. 74 - Aquila imperialis, Cuv. Regne. Anim. i. p. 325 . Gray , Til. 
Ind. Zool. ii. p. 28 ; Jcrd. B . of Ind. i. p. 57, No. 27 ; Hume, Rough Notes , i. 
p. 142; Stray Feathers, i. p. 157; Murray , Hdbk. Zool. fyc. Sind , p. 109. 
Aquila mogilnik, Strickl. Orn. Syn. p. 57 (S. G. Gmel.). Aquila bifasciata, 
Saund. P. Z..S. 1871—The Imperial Eagle. 


Young .—Above rather light brown, the back feathers mostly shaded down 
the middle with ashy and on the margins with purplish ; all the feathers of the 
upper surface pointed with buffy fawn colour, giving a spotted character to the 
plumage; head and neck tawny buff, the feathers with clear brown bases, 
which show through more or less and impart a streaked appearance; the 
plumes of the hind neck long and lanceolate, brown like the back, with tawny 
streaks down the centre ; wing coverts brown, pointed with fulvous like the 
back; the greater and median coverts with broad buffy white terminal spots, 
widening up the shafts of the feathers; quills blackish ; the secondaries 
rather browner, and broadly tipped with buffy white; feathers of hinder back 
and rump tawny fulvous, with dark brown lateral margins, spreading more over 
the plumes of the latter part; upper tail coverts buffy white, in strong contrast 
to the tail, which is uniform brown, tipped with buffy white ; under surface of 
tail light tawny fulvous, nearly uniform on the throat, abdomen, thighs, tarsus, 
and under tail coverts ; the whole of the breast feathers laterally margined 
with brown, producing a distinctly streaked appearance ; under wing coverts 
rufous faw n colour, streaked with brown ; the lower series ashy brown, like the 
inner lining of the wing. 

Adult Male .— Blackish brown above, much lighter brown on the hinder part 
of the back and on the upper tail coverts, which are mottled with white near 
the base, and broadly tipped with the same; many of the scapulars pure 
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,. .nte, forming a conspicuous patch, which, however, is confined to the 
scapulars themselves; the least wing coverts slightly mottled with brown, but 
not with white near the carpal bend; rest of wing coverts blackish brown, 
uniform with interscapulary region; quills blackish; the primaries externally 


shaded with ashy grey: the secondaries browner, the innermost slightly tipped 
with huffy white; the lower surface of wing ashy brown; the primaries mottled 
with whitish at base of inner web. Tail ashy grey for a little more than the 
basal two-thirds, shaded with silvery grey, and mottled with blackish brown, 
forming indistinct and broken bars on some of the feathers; the terminal third 
blackish brown with a narrow tip of fulvous ; head and neck light fulvous with 
fawn-coloured bases to some of the feathers of the nape. Hind neck dark 
fawn brown with light buff tips and dark brown centres ; forehead and anterior 
part of crown blackish, as well as the feathers over the eye ; sides of face and 
of neck light fulvous like the crown, the feathers under the eyes inclining to 
brown. Cheeks and entire under parts blackish; the under tail coverts tawny 
buff with dark brown shaft lines and whitish tips to the feathers; under wing 
coverts and axillaries blackish, like the breast. Cere pale yellow. Bill bluish, 
darker at tip. Feet pale yellow. Iris brownish yellow. 


Length .—Male 31 inches; culmen 2*6 ; wing 22-6; tail 11*3; tarsus 2-9. 
(Sharpe, Cat . Ace.) 


Adult Female.— Larger. Length 32*34 inches ; wing 23*75—24 inches; tail 
li*5 ; tarsus 3*85. (Sharpe, Cat . Acc.) 

Hab. —South, Eastern and Central Europe, and throughout India nearly. 
Occurs in Sind, the Punjab, Beloochistan, Afghanistan, Persia, Concan, and 
Deccan; Nepal, Behar, Central and Southern India, and the Himalayas. 

Mr. Hume (Rough Notes) has collected all the information possible in 
regard to the nidification of the Imperial Eagle. A few, he says, remain to 
breed in the upper Punjab and possibly in the Dhoon ; the rest breed in the 
Himalayas. They lay (in the plains) in February, March, and possibly April, 
building a large platform of sticks on or near the top of trees ; Peepul trees 
generally, and also at times on Babool (Acacia) and other thorny trees. The 
nests were from 2 to 2*5 feet in diameter and some 6 to S inches thick, lined 
with a few green leaves. Mr. Blewitt took a nest near Hansie which was only 
18 inches in diameter, without any lining and also from on top of an Acacia 
tree. The eggs, Mr. Hume adds, vary much in size and shape—2*6 to 3 inches 
in length and from 1*95 to v 15 in breadth. The average of nine eggs is given 
as 2*7 x 2*09 inches. The figure in Bree measures 2*05 x 2 88, normally the eggs 
seem a broad oval, but one or two are a good deal lengthened. The Kurrachee 
Museum specimens are all broad ovals, white or greyish white, and one only 
has the faint spots and streaks of pale brown with purplish brown blotches. 
The number of eggs is generally two, and sometimes three. Mr. C. Farman {Ibis, 
1869 J and Rough Notes) notes that it is a very shy bird and difficult to approach, 
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and is very daring during the breeding season. The male, he says, is always on the 
watch circling gracefully in the air above the nest or seated on- some neighbour¬ 
ing tree, whence on the slightest approach of danger he comes swooping, 
down towards his eyrie, uttering a hoarse, croaking noise as a warning to the 
female who instantly leaves the nest and joins her partner. 


This is not however Mr. Hume’s experience, he looks irporr the “ Ivonigs- 
adler ” as no better than a great hulking kite. He has taken their eggs before 
their eyes without the parents flapping a pinion to defend what a Shrike would 
swoop to save. The Imperial Eagle, though preying on quails, rats, and some¬ 
times hares, does not disdain carrion. 


28- Aqtlila mogilnik, Gm , N. Comm . Petrop , XV. p. 445, pi. xi. b. 
(1770). Aquila bifasciata, J . E. Gray in Gray Hardw. III. Ind. Zool . i. 
pi. 17; Anderson, P. Z. S. 1871, pv 621. Aquila nipalensis, Hodgs. Asiatic 
Researches , xviii. pt. 2, p. 13, pi. I.—The Russian Eagle, 


Adult Male .—Head darker brown than the back, which is a pale brown, as also’ 
the lesser and median wing coverts ; lower back, and rump, the under surface 
of the body and some of the median wing coverts tipped with fulvous; the 
greater wing coverts dark brown, also tipped with fulvous. Lores whitish. Primaries 
and their coverts deep brown, tipped broadly in some with huffy or ashy grey 
with huffish tips. Under surface of the wing blackish brown, mottled with 
greyish at the base of the inner web ; under wing coverts brown, the lesser 
series pure white. Upper tail coverts white, tail brown with indistinct ashy 
bars and fulvous tips. Cere, gape, base of lower mandible, and feet deep 
yellow ; bill blackish ; irides dark brown. 

Length. —30 inches ; wing 22 ; tail 11*7; tarsus 4. (Sharpe.) 

The adult female is not very much larger. The length as given by Sharpe 
in his Catalogue of the Accipitrcs in the British Museum is 30 inches; wing 
23*2 ; tail ii* 5 ; tarsus 4. The young male is described as ashy brown on the 
upper surface, shaded with glossy purplish black on the back, scapulars, and 
wing coverts. Median and greater coverts blackish, shaded with ashy grey and 
broadly tipped with bright ochraceous fawn colour, paling into fulvous on the 
extreme tip and forming a triple band across the wing. Primaries and their 
coverts blackish, broadly tipped with fawn colour ; both w'ebs, like the wing 
coverts, distinctly but irregularly barred with silvery grey, distinctly so on the 
under surface of the secondaries. Primaries black below, greyish on the inner 
web, and thickly mottled with brownish ; lower back and rump ashy brown 
like the head, the lower feathers of the latter part more ar less marked with 
fawn colour; the upper tail coverts entirely fawn colour, paling into fulvous on 
their tips; tail dark brown with a broad terminal band of fawn colour mottled 
conspicuously with ashy grey on the outer feathers and taking the form of 
imperfect bars on the middle ones, sometimes 8 or 9 being distinguishable. 
Sides of face and neck as well as entire under surface of the body ashy brown, 
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paler on the tarsal feathers. Under tail coverts pale huffy fawn, some of the 
under wing coverts also marked with a terminal triangular spot of the same 
colour. Bill, feet, and gape yellow. Cere greenish. 


Hab. —South-Eastern Europe, N.-W. India, and the Himalayas, extending 

into Siberia. 

It has been found in Nepal and in Ivumaon and. Gurhwal intheN.-\v. 
Provinces. Of its nidification nothing certain is known, and this is owing chiefly 
to the vexed question whether or not, Radde s Imperialism Gray s bifasciata 
neBvia , and punctata are not identical with this species. There are marked 
differences, but the various stages and colouration of plumage of this order and 
the present uncertainty of the validity of the typical specimens of the various 
stages compel me to accept Mr. Sharpe’s description of this Russian Eagle as 
distinct from those above referred to. 


29. Aquila vindhiaua, Frankl. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 114; Stnckh 
Orn. Syn . p. 59 ; Sharpe , Cat. Acc. p. 244. Aquila punctata, Gray, in Gr. 
Hard. III. Ind. Zool. i. pi. 16. Aquila fusca, id. Op. Cit. ii. pi. 26. Aquila 
fulvescens, id. Op. Cit. ii. pi. 29 ; Jerd. B. of Ind. i. p. 60, No. 29; Hume, 
Rough Notes , i. p. 173; Stray Feathers, i. p. 158; Murray , Hdbk. Zool. 
Sind p. 109; id. Vert. Zool. Sind , p. 76. Wok hab, Hind ; Ukab Sind.—The 
Tawny Eagle. 

Young. —Above glossy purplish brown with distinct fulvous tips to the 
feathers, broader on lower back, rump and upper tail coverts ; head and qeck 
all round and entire under parts greyish mouse colour, with distinct points 
to all the feathers of the head and neck, absent on the under surface, 
excepting a few remains on the tips of the abdominal anti lower throat 
feathers; lores and chin whitish, with narrow black shaft lines, the latter also 
apparent on the cheeks and ear coverts, which are mouse grey, like the breast; 
tarsal feathers and under tail coverts more fulvescent; under wing coverts 
mouse grey with pale fulvous tips ; upper wing coverts ashy brown, with a 
very slight purplish gloss, but not so dark as the back, nor so grey as the head, 
though tipped like the latter with fulvous; greater and primary coverts, as 
well as the secondaries, deep brown, with whitish ends; primaries black, 
slightly shaded with, brown near the base ; lower surface of wing ashy brown, 
blackish towards tips of primaries; the inner webs of all slightly mottled with 
greyish. Tail purplish brown, tipped with buffv white ; all the feathers shaded 
with ashy grey, forming indistinct bars on the centre feathers, on which 
remains of eleven or twelve can be counted. 

Length .—28 inches; wing 2075 ; tail 11 ; tarsus 3*2. 

Adult Female.^Ge ncral colour fulvous or tawny brown, most of the fea¬ 
thers with lighter margins, especially on the least wing coverts ; the median 
coverts darker brown, but not so glossy as the back, with fulvous margins ; 
greater and primary coverts, as well as secondaries, tipped with fulvous; 
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primaries blackish, externally shaded with ashy grey, forming distinct bands 
on both webs, these bands more vermiculated on the lower surface, the inner 
webs of the quills being ashy brown, shading into deep brown towards the 
tips of the primaries ; tail dark brown, tipped with fulvous, the feathers shaded 
with ashy grey, forming 8—9 distinct bars on centre feathers ; head and neck 
Tather paler than the back, the feathers of the latter part margined with fulvous, 
giving a very mealy appearance; sides of face also light fulvous; under 
surface of body pale fulvous brown, lighter on the throat, thighs, and under 
tail coverts ; under wing coverts with many of the feathers whitey brown on 
their margins, and near the base, the lower series ashy brown like the inner 
lining of the wing. Cere and gape deep yellow; feet yellow. Iris hazel 
brown. (Sharpe, Cat, Acc .) 

Length, —27 28 inches; expanse 67—69 inches; wing 19*75—21*75 ; 4th 
and 5th primaries longest; tail 11*25—11*5 ; tarsus 3*8. 

Adult Male,— 28 inches; wing 20*5 ; tail 11 ; tarsus 3*4. (Sharpe, Cat, Acc.) 

Hab. bind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Bengal, Rajpootana, Kattiaw*ar, the 
Deccan, Concan, Behar, the Carnatic, Central and Southern India, Nepal 
and Darjeeling. 

A permanent resident in Sind and most parts of India. In Sind it breeds 
in January, making a large nest of sticks lined wtth straw, leaves, &c., on high 
trees, laying normally 2 broad oval or spherical eggs ; the ground colour is 
greyish white, either unspotted or with blotches and patches of yellowish brown. 
In upper India if breeds from the middle of November to the middle of June, 
but the majority, according to Hume, lay in January. In size the eggs vary 
from 2*35 to 3*25 inches X r8 to*2*25. 

30. Aquila hastata, Less, Voy, Belang. p. 217; Blylh, J. A, S. B. 
XV. p. 7 ; Jtrd. I). Ini. i. p. 62 No.; Hume, Rough Notes, i. p. 180; Anderson, 

P. Z. R. 1871, p. 622. Aquila nievia, Brooks, Sir. F. i. p. 293. The 

Long-legged Eagle. 

Adult— Glossy hair brown above, most of the feathers tipped with white. 
Quills glossy purplish black ; tail the same, but obsoletely barred with dusky 
grey and tipped white ; upper tail coverts barred with white. Breast, abdomen, 
feathers of the leg, lower wing coverts, and under tail coverts yellowish white' 
closely barred with brown. Quills and tail beneath grey, mottled and barred 
with dusky. Tn some only the feathers of the hind head and neck are tipped 
with white, the tertials are broadly tipped with white and there are three 
distinct rows of spots on the wings; lesser wing coverts with small white spots; 
nostrils rounded. 

The young and adolescents are much lighter in colour, the lower parts from 
the breast are streaked longitudinally with fulvous white and the secondaries 
and tertials barred and clouded with whitish and brown. 
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& —Length 23 to 25 inches; win 
to 4 ; culmen 2*3. 


19 to 19*15 ; tail 9*5 ; tarsus 3*9 


Males are smaller. 

Had .—Upper India. Recorded from Behar, Darjeeling r and Nepah 
Nothing is known of the nidification of this handsome eagle, regarding which 
there is a set controversy as to its being distinct from A. jicevia. Mr. Sharpe 
however remarks that the small white spots on the least wing coverts which 
frequently occur in this species may perhaps present a character of importance 
in distinguishing it from A. ncevia. 


31. Aquila clanga, Pdll. Zoogr. Rosso. Asia/, i. p. 35 1 ; Gray , Hand 
Lis/, i. p. 28 ; Sharpe , Cat. Acc. p. 248; Murray , Hdbk. Zool . Syc. Sind. 
Aquila vittata, Hodgs. vn Gray's Zool. Miscellany , 1844. Aquila noevia, 
Schrenck. Reis. Amurl. Vog. p. 220 ; Jerd. B. of Ind. i. p. 29, No 28 ; Hume, 
Rough Notes, i. p. 162; Stray Feathers , i. p. 158; Andr. P . Z. S. 1871 ; 
Murray , Vert. Zool. Sind , pp. 75, 76.—The Spotted Eagle. 

Young Male .— Above brilliant purplish brown; head and neck rather duller 
with lanceolate apical streaks of dingy buff on the nape and hind neck ; 
wing coverts purplish brown like back, with a few dull white longitudinal 
streaks on the median coverts, much larger and forming distinct oval spots on 
the primary and greater coverts and tips of the scapulars. Quills blackish; 
secondaries browner with obsolete blackish bars and oval markings as the 
scapulars; lower back and rump with distinct triangular spots of ochraceous 
buff ; the upper tail coverts almost uniform huffy white ; tail feathers blackish, 
shading into brown towards the end, and tipped with whitey brown with 3 — 4 
black bars near the tips; under surface of body blackish ; the chin browner; 
breast feathers with pale brown mesial streaks, more ochraceous on the abdo¬ 
men and leg feathers. Under tail coverts ochraceous buff; tinder wing coverts 
uniform blackish ; axillaries browner. 


Length. —26— 2S inches; wing 20—21 ; tail fo—10*5 ; tarsus 3*9. 

Adult Male .—Smaller than female. Length 26—27; wings 20—20 5 \ 
tail 10; tarsus 3*6. The female is a powerful bird, and is 29 inches in length, 
the wing being 21*4, tail 11 *8, tarsus 4*2. (Sharpe, Cal. Acc.) 

Had. —Sind, Persia, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces. Bengal, Kutch, and Gu/erat; 
also the Concan and Deccan, Malabar, and Southern India. Breeds m 
Sind, the Punjab, N.-W. Provinces and Oudh : also ;nd Central 

India. Capt. Marshall's note on the nidification of this species in the Sharun- 
pur district gives May and June as the period of breeding. He says the nest 
was placed in a fork near die top of .1 large tree along the bank of the Eastern 
Jumna canal. It was a large circular platform-like structure of sticks with a 
few’ dead leaves in the egg receptacle but no other lining. The diameter of the 
whole nest was about 20 inches with an interior depth 0) two inches. Eggs one 
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iSd sometimes two -a very blunt oval of a slightly yellowish white ground, some¬ 
what profusely.spotted and blotched with rather faint yellowish broWn and a 
pale washed out purplish browji, which latter colour greatly predominates. 
In size the eggs vary from 2*5 to 27 inches x 1*96 to 2*5. 


Gen. NiSSetUS.— Hodgs. 

Bill much hooked at tip ; cere large ; nostrils large, elliptic ; upper mandible 
festooned ; tarsus feathered to the toes. No elongated occipital crest. 

32. Nisaetus fasciatus, Vieill (Aquila apud Vieill) Mem. Lin. Soc . 
p ans p> 152; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. p. 250; Strickl. Orn . Syn. p. 61 ; Murray , 
Vert.'Zool. Sind, p. 77. Falco bonelli, Tern. PL Col . i. pi. 288. Aquilla bonelli, 
Less. Man. Orn.\. p. 83 ; Gould. B. Ear. i. p. 7; Shelley, Birds of Egypt, p. 
206. Eutolmaetus bonelli, Blyth, J . A. S. B. xix. 174 ; Hume, Rough Notes, 
i. p. 189. Pseudaetusbonelli, Bp. Cat. Ois. Eur. Parzud. p. 1 ; Hume, Stray 
Feathers , i. p. 158. Nisaetus bonelli, Jerd. B. of Lid. i. p. 67, No. 33; 
Murray, Hdbk. Zool. Spc. Sind, p. 100—The Crestless Hawk Eagle. 

Adult Female.— Above deep brown, the feathers white at base, some of them 
paler margined ; eyebrow and sides of neck streaked with white. Sides of the 
face white; cheeks streaked with brown, ear coverts inclining to rufous. 
Under surface white with dark shaft stripes; flanks irregularly barred and 
marked with dark brown arrow-head markings. Feathers of the tarsus more or 
less pale brown, varied with dark brown and irregularly spotted with white ; 
under wing coverts white, streaked with black: the lower ones entirely black 
with white tips; axillaries white, barred and streaked with blackish. Quills 
deep brown, mottled on the inner web with white. Tail ashy brown, inclining 
to grey, with 5—6 indistinct bars of brown near the base, and a broad 
subterminal band of dark brown; the tips of the feathers fulvous ; cere and 
gape dingy yellow, bluish about the nostrils. Bill horn black. Feet whitish 
brown, tinged with yellow. Iris yellow. 

Length.— 26 inches; culmen 2*5 ; wing 21 : tail 1 1*5 ; tarsus 4. 

Adult Male. — Length 27—29 inches; wing 18—19-6; tail 11; tarsus 3 * 5 - 
(Sharpe, Cat. Acc.) 

Hah.— Found in Southern Europe and the Mediterranean. Breeds nearly 
throughout India. In Sind and the Punjab during December and January and 
in the Himalayas according to Hume in April and May. It occurs in the 
N.-W. Provinces, also in Persia, Beloochistan, and Southern Afghanistan, 
Kutch, Guzerat, the Deccan, Concan, Central and Southern India, Kattiawar, 
the Carnatic, Nepal, Assam, and in fact the entire Indian Peninsula. 

This Eagle breeds' on trees, or on ledges of precipitous rocky cliffs. The nest 
is from 4 to 6 feet in diameter, made of sticks, with scarcely any depression, 
except in the middle for the reception of the eggs. The lining of the nest 
is usually of green twigs and leaves. The number of eggs is usually two, 
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three have occasionally been found. They vary in shape and size, also 
in colouring: generally they are oval, unspotted pale greyish or faintly streaked 
and blotched with pale yellowish or reddish brown. In size they vary from 
2*56 to 3 inches in length and from 1*95 to 2*22 in breadth. 


33 . Nissetus pennatns, Gm. Sys. Nat . i. p. 272 ; Tern. PL Col. i. 
ph 33 ; Sharpe , Cat. Acc. p. 253; Murray , Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 7S. Aquila 
pennata, Vig. Zool. Journ.; Gray, Gen . B . i.p. 14 ; Jerdon, B. of bid. p. 63, 
No. 31 ; Layard, B. S. Afr . p. 10; Murray, Hdbk. Zool. Spc. Sind. Hieratus 
pennatus, Kaup. Mus. Senck. iii. p. 260; Blyth , J. A. S. B. xv. p. 7 • 
Hume, Rough Notes, i. p. 182; S. F. vol. vii. pp. 74, 198; viii. 162. — The 
Dwarf or Booted Eagle. 


Head and neck behind, and on the sides, rufous or pale orange brown, the 
feathers lanceolate and streaked mesially with dark brown ; some of the 
lengthened feathers entirely dark brown and forming a not very apparent crest. 
A narrow superciliary stripe ; a band from the angle of the mouth below the 
ear coverts, and a central chin stripe dark brown. Ear coverts rufescent 
brown : back, scapulars, and wing coverts sepia brown ; the median wing 
coverts and some of the scapulars broadly edged with fulvous white, forming 
a conspicuous wing band; rump and upper tail coverts like the-back, the 
latter shading from dull fawn brown to buffy white on their margins and tips. 
Tail dull sepia brown, shaded with ashy, tipped with fulvous white, and with 
4—5 indistinct bars of darker brown, more distinct on the under surface. 
Primaries dark brown, inclining to ashy white basally on their inner webs; 
secondaries indistinctly barred with dull brownish white. Under surface of 
body rufous, buffy, or fulvous white, deeper on the breast, and streaked with 
dark brown, the streaks disappearing on the abdomen, thighs, and under tail 
coverts, which are white. Under wing coverts white with a few narrow shaft 
streaks. Cere and gape bright wax yellow ; bill bluish black, pale blue at the 
base ; feet pale wax yellow ; iris pale brown. 

Length, —Female 19 — 24 inches; wing 1 5 ’ 5 t0 *6; tail 9 to 925 ; tarsus 
2‘8. The young bird is paler beneath, the breast rufous or fulvous’with 
a white shoulder spot, and white lores and forehead. 'Pile upper tail coverts 
are whitish, and the tail distinctly barred on both webs. 

Adult Male.— Smaller than the female. Length finches; wings 137: 
tarsus 2’4. 

Hah.— Sind, the Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Beloochistan (Quetta), 
Persia, and Afghanistan ; also the Concan, Deccan, and throughout the Indian 
Peninsula and Ceylon. Hume says it breeds in Spain in April and May, and 
that Mr. Theobald found a nest in the Salem district at Uuroor. The eggs 
were two in number ; one which reached him, he says, was a very broad oval. 
Ground colour dead white, devoid of gloss, and thickly blotched and streaked 
throughout with reddish brown. Size 2* 13 * 1 ’ 7 ^ ioches. 
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Gen. Lopliotriorcliis. 



Nostrils visible; no chin tuft; crest long and wedge-shaped ; bill short, 
high at the base, with a prominent festoon ; tarsi feathered to the base. 




34. Lophotriorchis kieneri, Geoff. St. Hit. Rev. Zool. 1845, pb 
35 ; Sharpe , Cat. Ace. Br. Mus. p. 255. Spizaetus kieneri, Gray, Gen. B. i, 
p. 14; Hume , Rough Notes , i. p. 216; id. Str. F. i. p. 311. Limnaetus 
kieneri, Strickl Ann. Nat. Hist. xiii. p. 33; Jerd. B. Ind. L p. 74, 
No. 37.— The Rufous-bellied Hawk Eagle. 

Above black, slightly shaded with brown. Occipital crest 2*4 to 2*5 inches 
long; feathers of the nape white at the base. Ear coverts mixed white, black 
and rufous; cheeks, throat and breast pure white with a few narrow black shaft 
lines; rest of under surface including under wing and tail coverts tawny rufous, 
streaked with black shaft stripes, broader on the flanks; wings black, some of 
the feathers externally brownish, the inner lining of quills whitish ashy with 
a few blackish bars ,on the inner webs of the primaries; secondaries narrowly 
tipped with white; tail black, very narrowly tipped with whitey brown and 

•vvith 6_7 indistinct bars of dark brown; lower surface of tail ashy white with 

a subterminal brown bar. Cere and feet yellow; bill plumbeous; irides brown. 

Length. —21 to 25 inches ; wing 14 to 16 ; taij 8*5 to 9-5 ; tarsus 2*9 to 3 ; 
culmen 1*5. 

Hah. _ The Indian Peninsula, Burma to Borneo and Sumatra, Travancore. 

Not uncommon in Lower Bengal, extending to the Himalayas. Mr. Jnglis gives 
it from N.-Fk Cachar and Wallace from the Philippines. Nothing is known of 
its nidification. It is said to have a rapid and elegant flight and to mount and 
soar well. 

Gen. NeopUS-— Hodgs. 

Bill moderate, bending from the base, much hooked at the tip, with a slight 
festoon in the upper mandible ; cere large; nostrils ovoid oblique; wings 
exceeding the tail, which is long apd slightly rounded ; primaries emarginate ; 
claws nearly straight. 

35 . Neopus malayensis, Tan. PI. Col. i. pi. 117; Hors/, and Moore, 
Cat. B. M. K. I. Co. i. p. 381 ; Jerd. B. Jud. i. p. 65, No. 32 ; Hume , Rough 
Notes , i. p. 187; Sharpe , Cal. Ace. B. M. p. 257.—The Black Eagle. 
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Uniform brown black, paler and duller beneath. Upper tail coverts barred 
with white, feathers of the tail more or less distinctly barred with ashy; quills 
mottled with white or greyish white near the base and faintly barred on their 
inner webs. Cere, gape, and feet deep-yellow; bill greenish horny, black at 
the tip ; iris dark brown. 


Male .—Length 27^5 to 29*5 inches; wing 22 to 227; tail 12-8 to 14; 
culmen 2’oS ; tarsus 

Female. —30*5 to 31*5; wing 23 to 25*5; tail 14 to 1475; tarsus 3*62 
^ 375 - 


Ilab.— The Indian Peninsula, Ceylon, Burmah, the Malayan Peninsula to 
Java and Sumatra. It occurs in Malabar, in the Wynaad, Coorg, the Western 
Ghats, Travancore, Central India, the Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, throughout 
the Himalayas, Nepal, and Ceylon. 


Jerdon says it is a bird of easy, graceful, and elegant flight, always soaring 
and circling about at no great height, with hardly any flapping of its wings. 
It lives chiefly on eggs of birds and nestlings. 


Gen. Spizaetlis— Vieil. 

Form aquiline; bill short, high at the base, curved, hooked at the tip; upper 
mandible with a festoon ; wing short, tail long and square; tarsi moderate, 
feathered to the base; inner toe without the claw, shorter than the outer. 

36. Spizaetus nipalensis, I/odgs. J. A. S. B. v. p. 229, pi. 7; Gray , 
Cat. Acc. p. 8 ; Blyth, J. A S. B. xix. p. 333 ; Hume. Rough Notes , i. p. 
210; Sharpe , Cat. Acc. B. M. p. 267. Limnaetus nipalensis, Jerd. B. Ind. 

P* 73 > No. 36 ; Holdsiv. P. Z. S. 1872, p. 411.—The Spotted or Hodgson’s 
Hawk Eagle. 

Adult Male .—Crown of the head, occipital crest, ear coverts, cheeks, sides 
of the neck and nape blackish brown ; the occipital crest, which is usually from 
2 '5 to 4 inches in length, is tipped with white, and the feathers on the nape, 
cheeks, and sides of neck edged with tawnv ; chin and throat white or fulvous 
white with a broad streak of black down the centre; back, scapulars, wing 
coverts and secondaries deep brown, the feathers with darker transverse bars; 
upper tail coverts a lighter brown than the back, narrowly tipped with white, 
and with broad transverse white bars ; tail pale brown, narrowly tipped with 
white, and with 4—5 broad transverse, deep brown bands broader than the inter¬ 
spaces ; neck in front and upper breast a mixture of brownish and fulvous 
white, the feathers broadly centred with blackish brown ; rest of under surface 
including tarsal feathers which reach to between the inner and middle toes 
brown, barred transversely with white or fulvous white; under wing coverts 
white or fulvous white, also barred or spotted with brown ; cere and bill black ; 
feet dirty yellowish white ; iris yellow. 
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Length .—28 to 29 inches ; wing 18 5 to 19 ; tail 13 to 13*2; tarsus 3-9 to 4; 


culmen 1*9. 

The adult female is larger than the male. Length 29*25 to 32 inches; wing 
18*5 to r8*7; tail 12*6 to 13; tarsus 4:2 to 4*4. 

Mr. Hume in Rough Notes describes a young male as having the whole of 
the head, back, and sides of the neck and ear coverts rufous buff, each feather 
with a narrow dark brown central stripe, a long conspicuous occipital crest 
black and narrowly tipped with white; scapulars and interscapulary region 
hair brown, the feathers paling at the margins and towards their bases to a 
pale wood brown ; rump and upper tail coverts dingy, somewhat rufous wood 
brown ; central tail feathers a sort of olive brown, very narrowly tipped with white 
with a one inch subterminal and four other half inch broad transverse dark 
brown bands; wing coverts, except the greater primary coverts, a rather pale 
wood brown with dark brown centres, paling into the margins ; secondary 
greater coverts almost wholly white on their inner webs ; quills and primary 
coverts umber brown ; 2nd to 5th primaries emarginate on their outer webs 
and obscurely barred with dingy buff ; chin and throat pure white, also the base 
of neck in front, breast and abdomen—the feathers tipped with rufous buff 
and black shafted near the tip; lower tail coverts,flanks,and tibial plumes pale 
rufous brown, barred obscurely with white; axillaries the same, with spots 
forming imperfect bars ; under wing coverts barred with dingy rufous or hair 
brown. 


Hab. —Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, the Himalayas, Khasia, Southern India, 
Travancorc, and Ceylon. 

This species as far as is at present known breeds in the Himalayas during 
March, April, and May. Its nest, not unlike other eagles, is made of sticks and 
1 said to be either hidden in a dense forest or projecting from the face of some 
inaccessible cliff. The normal number of eggs is two, in shape a broad regular 
oval, almost symmetrical at both ends. Shell coarse, dull, and glossless; the 
ground colour a slightly greenish white spotted thinly with reddish brown and 
with numerous large blotches and streaks of very pale inky purple. Size 3*78 
by 2*23 inches. (Hume.) Hodgson’s Hawk Eagle is a shy forest bird and 
confines itself to deep wooded hills ascending far into the interior of the 
Himalayas, where it feeds on pheasants, hares, and partridges. 

37 . Spizaetus cirrhatus, Gmel. S. N. i. p. 274 ; Bp. Consp. i. p. 29 ; 
Hume, Rough Notes , i. p. 206; Sharpe , Cat. Acc. B. M. p. 269. Limnaetus 
cristatellus, Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 71, No. 35 ; Holdsworth , P . Z. S. 1872, p. 411; 
Stray F. voh iv. 356; id. vol. vii. p. 33.—'The Crested Hawk Eagle. 

Adult Male. —Head, nape, and upper back brown, the feathers with a mesial 
dark brown shaft streak ; occipital crest 3 9 10 4*9 mches, black, with or 
without white tips, and with white bases. Cheeks and ear coverts pale brown 
the feathers with a very narrow mesial dark brown stripe ; throat white, with a 
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broad white central streak and with a distinct moustachial stripe on each side ; 
breast and upper abdomen pure white inclining to rufous, the feathers with a 
broad dark brown central stripe on the terminal half; lower abdomen, vent, 
under tail coverts, and tibial plumes uniform brown, also the lower back, rump, 
and upper tail coverts. Under wing coverts rufous brown, with dark shaft 
stripes; the lower series white, centred or barred with blackish brown. Axilla- 
nes a paler brown. Quills brown, barred with darker brown. Secondaries 
tipped with buff or buffy white, the innermost paler than the back, and the 
barrings very conspicuous. Wing coverts dark brown, the greater series mar¬ 
gined paler. Tail pale brown with three and a broad sub-terminal dark brown 
band, broader than the interspace between it and the next. Cere pale yellow 
feet and iris yellow. 

Length. —Male 25 to 26 inches; wing t6 ; tail 11; tarsus 3*9 to 4. 

Female. —Length 29 to 32 inches ; wing 17*5 to 17*S ; tail 12-51 to 12*57; 
tarsus 4*i. 

Hah. —Central and Southern India, the Central Provinces, Guzerat, Ceylon 
and Nepal. It has been found in Travancore, the Western Ghauts, Madras, 
the Neilgherries, Seone, Raepoor, Etawah, Mundla and other localities in the 
Central Provinces j also at Mount Aboo, in Guzerat and South Concan. 

Mr. Bourdillon in Stray Feathers , iv. 356, says of it, that it is very daring, 
frequently making a dash amongst chickens, when, if it misses, it retires to 
some neighbouring tree to concert a fresh plan of attack. It usually keeps to 
well-wooded tracts and feeds generally upon small birds as quail and 
pigeons, and at times on snakes and lizards; and Mr. Vidal in Stray Feathers. 
vol. vii. p. 31, adds that he had heard of one having been seen attacking a 
mongoose. Mr. Vidal has taken the eggs of this Hawk Eagle in the South 
Concan. lie says it breeds during December and January and as late as 
April. The nests he says are large and comparatively deep stick structures 
loosely put together with the twigs hanging down untidily, built very high 
iff), as a rule, in fork of trees. They an- always profusely lined with green 
mango leaves. The old birds make no attempt to defend their nests. Out of 
32 nests examined by Mr. Vidal, none contained more than one egg or one 
young bird. The largest egg measured 3 inches x 2*1 and the small, si 
2*25 x .1*85. In shape they vary greatly, but the usual type is a moderate oval 
pointed at the smaller end. Colour a dull greenish white, sometimes unspot¬ 
ted and sometimes faintly streaked at the larger end with reddish brown. It is 
unglossed and has a pale green lining. % 

38. Spizaetus alboniger, Blyih 7 - A • $ B. xiv. p. 173 ; n. xix. p. 
335 ; Wall. Ibis , 1 863 , p 215; Sharpe , Cat Ace. B. M. p. 271. Limnaetus 
alboniger, Hume and Davison. Stray F. vi. p. 12. Spizaetus nanus. Wall, lb 
»8G8, pi. 1.—The Pied-crested Hawk Eagle. 
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Adult.'— Crown, occiput, sides of the face and a broad throat stripe black. 
Occipital crest black, 2*25 to 2*75 inches in length and tipped with white; lores 
white. Chin and throat white. Breast white, tinged in some with ferruginous, 
each feather with a broad central spot. Rest of under surface of body, 
including tarsal and tibial plumes, also the flanks and lower tail coverts, white, 
barred transversely with blackish brown, narrowly on the flanks and tibial 
plumes and a little more broadly on the abdomen and lower tail coverts. 
Back, wing, scapulars, and upper tail coverts black. Quills paler, banded 
with black, tipped white, and with a sublerminal black band. Under wing 
coverts white, barred or spotted with black. Tail ashy brown, tipped very 
slightly paler and with a subterminal and three other bands of black; the basal 
or third band hidden under the upper tail coverts. 


Length .—21 to 22*5 inches; wing 12*13; tail 9*5 ; tarsus 3*3; culmen 1*4. 

The young is paler brown above; the head and neck is a fawn brown ; the 
occipital crest from 1*8 to 1*9 inch in length with white tips, and the 
scapulars, tertiaries, wing, and upper tail coverts tipped, with white. The 
entire under surface is white or tinged with fawn colour, most, marked on the 
breast. Under wing coverts pure white, and unspotted. Primaries blackish 
brown with transverse darker bands. Tail brown, tipped with white and with 
three broad transverse dark bands. 

Length. —19*5 to 20 inches ; wing 11 *3 to 12 ; tail 9 to 9*5 ; tarsus 2*85 to 3. 

I lab. —Tennaserim, Malacca, Borneo, and the Sunda Islands. 

The Pied-crested Hawk Eagle is an inhabitant of dense forests near the 
foot of the hills at the extreme south of the Province of Tennaserim. Nothing 
is on record in regard to its habits and nidifleation. 

39. Spizaetus limnaetus, Hors/. Tr. Lin . Soc. xiii. p. 138. Spizaetus 
niveus, Blyth. Ann. Mag. N. Hist. xii. p. 91; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. p. 272. 
Spizaetus caligatus, Gray] Cat. Acc.) Wall Ibis, 1868, p. 13; Hume , Rough 
Notes, i. p. 198. Spizaetus nipalensis, Bly. J. A. S. B. xiv. p. 174. 
Limnaetus niveus, Tern. PI. Col . i. pi. 127, Jcrd. B. Ind. i. p. 7 °> 34 ; 

Stray F. vi. 1 f, n; vii. p. 94, 198, 246 ; viii. p. 44 ; ix.p. 373 *—^The Changeable 
Hawk-Eagle. 

Adult. —Above and below deep chocolate brown, the head, back, quills, and 
tail darker, the shafts of the latter brownish and the inner webs of the quills 
ashv. Tail the same as the back, the under surface ashy white, brownish 
towards the tips and with irregular dark transverse bars. Occipital crest 
rudimentary, or none. Tarsi shorter than in (mho!us. (.ere, feet, and the 
iris yellow. The young is described by Sharpe (Cat. Acc. B. M.) as being 
brown above with faint terminal margins of fulvous brown, the buff 
coloured bases showing very conspicuously on all the upper parts blit 
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especially distinct on the wing coverts, which are also broadly margined with 
buffy white. Quills deep brown, the secondaries lighter and more purplish 
brown, broadly tipped with huffy white and indistinctly barred with darker 
brown, plainer on the inner web, especially underneath where it is ashy white 
on the primaries and greyish on the secondaries ; lower back and rump pale 
brown ; upper tail coverts brownish buff; tail brown, tipped with buffy white 
and crossed with 6—8 bars of darker brown. Under surface of body buffy 
white, washed with pale fawrr colour on the sides of the body and thighs, with 
a few indistinct spots of the same on the breast. Head and neck whitish buff, 
washed with sandy rufous, and centred dark brown. Under wing coverts 
white, spotted with dark brown; tarsal plumes white, not extending beyond 
the point of the toes. 


Adult .—Length 25 inches; wing 16; tail rr; tarsus 4*1; culmen 17. 

Fourty .—Length 24 inches,- wing 15-5 ; tail9-S; tarsus 37. Irides brownish. 

Hub .—The Concan, Deccan (rare), Central Provinces, N.-E. Cachar, 
Gurhwal, Lower Bengal, the Malayan Peninsula, Tennaserim, Java, Sumatra. 
Borneo, Ceylon and the Eastern Himalayas. According to Mr.. Thompson, in 
Hume’s Rough Notes , p. 198’, the breeding season of this eagle commences in 
March and lasts‘till the end of June. The nest is usually placed on a high 
tree in a locality good for game, but in dense woods. Eggs usually two. In 
Gurhwal it is commonly known as Moorhaitah or Peacock-killer. 


Gen. Cireaetus.— vum. 

Bill short, gradually curving from the base, much hooked at tip. Nostrils 
oval, oblique. Wing long, more than once and a half the length of the tail. 
3rd quill longest. First three quills emarginate. Tarsi plumed below the 
heel. Toes scutellate at base of the claws. 



40 . Cireaetus gallicus. Gruel. Syst. Nat. i. p. 29s ; l ieill. A at. Hid. 
Diet. vii. p. 137; Gray, Gen . Birds, i. pi. 16; Jerdon, B. bid. i p. 76. 
No. 38; Hume . Rough Notes, 1. p. *17; Shelley. Birds // Agi/V. p. 202: 
Sharpe, Cat. Acc. p. 280; Hume , Str. Feathers , vii. 74, tqt). S'-3 : Murray . 
Hdbk. Zool. tyc. Sind , p. no; id. Vert. Zed. Sind , p. 7*v -The 1 . 
Sekpem v -Eagle. 
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dull Male .—Above dark brown with a purplish gloss ; the wing coverts 
rather paler, especially on their margins ; head rather more ashy brown ; the 
forehead, lores, sides of face, and chin whitish with narrow hair-like lines of 
black, a streak of which overhangs the eyebrow. Cheeks, hinder car coverts, 
and sides of the neck brown. Under surface of body white ; the throat 


narrowly streaked with brown, and with a distinct central dark shaft stripe ; 
chest white, streaked with brown ; flanks barred brown at wide intervals, the 
bars disappearing on the thighs and under tail coverts, which are almost 
entirely white ; under tail coverts and axillaries white with irregular spots or 
bars of brown. Quills black; secondaries browner, the outer ones glossed 
with purplish and narrowly tipped with white. Inner lining of quills white, 
excepting the tips and inner margins of primaries, which are deep brown; 
secondaries barred with dark brown, the sub terminal band broad. Some of 
the upper tail coverts.notched externally and tipped with white. I ail brown, 
tipped with white and crossed with three dark or blackish brown bars. Cere 
whitish, tinged bluish grey. Bill pale bluish grey at base, blackish horny at 
tip. Iris bright or orange yellow. 


Length .—Male 26 inches ; culmen 2*15 ; wing 19*65 ; tail 1 i‘5 ; tarsus 3 7. 


Adult Female. —Larger. Length 31 inches ; wing 21*3 ; tail 12 5; tarsus 4. 

Hah —Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Bengal, the Concans, Deccan, 
Kutch, Kattiawar, Behar, Nepal, and Rajputana. Said to be found through¬ 
out the Indian Peninsula and all the countries bordering the Mediterranean, 
extending into South-Eastern Europe. Breeds in Upper India (Gurhwal, 
Etawah, Hume); also in Palestine ( Tristram ) during January, February, 
March, April and May on high trees. Hume (Rough Notes) says, that from 
between forty and fifty nests, taken by himself and friends, never more than a 
single egg was obtained from any one. dhe eggs are typically broad ovals, 
with a slightly pyriform tendency, of a bluish white colour and invariably 
spotless. Mr. Tristram, in his Ornithology of Palestine ( Ibis, 1S65), remarks 
that of the eggs he took at Carmel ami Ileshbon, east of the Dead Sea, one 
was prettily spotted and the others were white. 


Gen. Spiloi’niS, Gray . I-Iaematomis, Vigors . 

Bill straightened at the base ; wings short; head crested, crest feathers 
rounded. Other characters as in Circaetus. 

41* Spilornis clieela, Lath. bid. Qrn. i. p. 14 ; Bp. Consp. i. p. 17 , 
Striekl. Orn. Syn.p. 17; Jerd, Birds of Ind. i. p. 77, No 3<j ; Hume,. Rough 
Notes , i. p. 212 , Hume , S. F. i. p. 306; Sharpe, Cat . Ace. p. 2S7 ; Murray , 
Hdbk. Zool. <yc. Sind, p. no; id. Vert. Zool. Sind . p. 80. Circaetus chcela, 
Gray , Cat. Aec. p. 18.—The Crf.si.ed Sekfent-Eaui.e. 
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Young *—Above brown, with large spots of dark brown near the end of each 
feather, which is slightly tipped with fulvous, the bases of the feathers white; 
the upper tail coverts tipped and barred on the outer web with the same; 
wing coverts blackish brown, the least ones apically margined with white; the 
greater series whitey brow'n, more or less entirely white on inner web, mesially 
streaked with dark brown, widening into a spatulate apical spot. Quills dark 
brown, tipped with white ; the secondaries more broadly barred across with 
blackish brown, very distinct underneath, w r here the inner webs are for the 
most part white. Tail ashy brown, tipped with white, and crossed with three 
broad bands of darker brow'n. Head and neck all round white, with a 
narrow shaft stripe and a diamond-shaped apical spot of dark brown. Ear 
coverts and cheeks nearly uniform brown. Under surface of body white, 
with broad streaks of brown on the breast, becoming very narrow and linear 
on the flanks ; thighs narrowly barred with brown. Under wing coverts white, 
with large oval spots of rufous brown on the innermost, and having bars of 
brown on the lower series. 


Adult Female .—Head much crested, jet black, with conspicuous white 
bases to the feathers, those of the nape tipped with dull ochraceous; rest of 
upper surface of body purplish brown, paler on the interscapulary region; the 
wing coverts blacker, with remains of white tips, which are less distinct on the 
scapulars, but very broad on the upper tail coverts. Quills brown, tipped with 
white and mottled slightly on the outer web, but more on the inner with the 
same ; all the quills dark brown at base and having a broad subterminal band 
of blackish brown, the primaries showing a second dark brown band near the 
base; the inner web of the quills below whitish, showing the bands very dis¬ 
tinctly. Tail black, narrowly tipped with whitish and crossed with a very 
broad median band of pale whitey brown; sides of face and chin blackish with 
a distinct greyish band, the latter showing slight lips of fulvous to the feathers ; 
rest of under surface pale ochraceous brown, with distinct but irregular 
transverse lines of dark brown; the rest of the under surface with large white 
spots, rather oblong in shape, mostly margined above and below with black, 
changing to bars on the thighs and under tail coverts. Under wing coverts 
and axillaries light rufous with very distinct oval spots of white. 

Length.— 30 inches; culmen 2*25 ; wing 20*5 ; tail 13; tarsus 4*5- 

Adult Male.— Smaller. Length 28 inches ; wing 18*5 ; tail 12 ; tarsus 4-5. 
Chest perfectly uniform brown with no traces of cross barrings on the under 
surface ; breast and lower parts very largely and distinctly spotted with white; 
cere, loral skin, and gape bright yellow ; bill slatey plumbeous at base, bluish 
black at tip and on oilmen; feet pale dingy yellow; iris intense yellow. 
(Sharpe). 

//<!$.—Sind, in the Narra Districts, and in well-wooded situations; also the 
Concan, Lower Bengal, Himalayas, Nepal, Assam, and Burmah; not uncom- 
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in the Punjab (Sliaharunpur District). Breeds throughout the sub- 
Ilimalayan ranges and regions as far west as Kangra at heights from 2,500 
to 5.500 feet above the sea level, laying in March, April and May. Nest 
usually in the vicinity of water, built in the fork of a tree, circular, loosely 
made of sticks and twigs lined with fresh leaves and roots of grass. Eggs 
usually one in number, mottled and streaked with dingy brick-red and 
blood-red ; ground colour white. Size 2-8 x 2-25 inches. Mr. Hume, in his 
Hough Notes, gives a good compiled account of the nidification of this 

species. 

42. Spilor nis melanotis, Jerd. Madras Journ. xiii. p. 165 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. Acc. B. M. p. 289, Sub-sp. a; Davison and Wenden , Stray F. vol. vii. 
sp 74; Ball. id. p. 199 ; Vidal > Stray F. ix. p. 33 ; Butler , id. ix. p. 373 
Ilxmatornis spilogaster, Bly. J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 35 1. Spilornis spilogaster, 
Blanf. J. A. S. B. 1871, p. 270. Spilornis davisoni, Hume, Stray F. i. pp. 
305 422 ; id. iv. pp. 2S1, 358. Spilornis rutherfordi, Swinh. Ibis , 1870, p. 85 ; 
i/'p' z’s. 1871 ; Wald. Ibis , 1870, p. 298. Spilornis bacha, Holds. ( non Le 
Vaill) P. Z. S. 1872, p. 412.—The Southern or Lesser Harrier Eagle. 

Similar to Spilornis cheela , but smaller. 

Cere, orbital skin, and legs yellow ; irides orange ; bill bluish, black at the 
tip. The following are comparative measurements of this species and S. chcela 
in inches. 

S. cheela. S. melanotis. 

Adult. Adult. 

Length . 28 to 30 24 to 26. 

\Vimr . 18*5 to 20*5 *5 to io*8 

Tail . 13 to 13 10-8 to 12*5 

Tarsus . 4 ’ 15 t0 4 'S to 375 

Hab. _Central and Southern India, the Andamans to Ceylon and China. 

Occurs in both Northern and Southern Concans, the Dcccan, Travancorc, 
Raipoor, and other localities in the Central Provinces from the Ganges to the 
Godavery, Orissa, and also in Lower Bengal. 

The Lesser Harrier Eagle affects marshy and hilly forest tracts, especially 
where there are rice and other cereal cultivations. It feeds chiefly on irogs, 
mice, and small birds. The only record of its nidification is in a paper in 
S, j p by Mr. Vidal on the Birds of the South Concan. Two nests were taken 
by him during March, and the eggs in his possession measured respectively 
2 75 X 2-25 inches and 2-65 x 2T2 inches. They are said to be broad ovals, 
slightly pointed at the smaller end, white, streaked all over with reddish 
brown, and with a confluent cap of the same shade at the large end. 

43. Spilornis pallidus, Wald. Ibis, 1872. p. 363. Spilornis cheela. 

Wall. Ibis, i86i, p. 15: Hume, Stray F. iv- 2S1 ; id. vii. p. 513; >d. viii. 
p. 44.—The Pale Harrier Eagle, 
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Adult Male.—C, rown of the head black with an elongate occipital cfcst, 
which is black with white bases to the feathers. Feathers of the nape with 
slightly rufous tips ; sides of the face and throat clear bluish grey, of the neck 
and chest uniform pale brown. Above pale brown with indistinct margins of 
fulvous-brown to the feathers, the scapulars slightly tipped with white, the 
upper tail coverts broadly so, and the wing coverts with tv>o white spo,. at the 
tip of each feather. Quills ashy brown, tipped with buff) white, and witi a 
broad subterminal and basal blackish brown band, tail dark brown, tipped- 
with buffy white, and crossed with a broad median band of pale whitey brown 
shaded with ashy. Under surface of body pale brown spotted with white ; on 
the thighs and under tail coverts the spots take tne form of bars ; under wing 
coverts the same, but paler and more rufescent. 

Length. —21 inches; culmen r8 ; wing 14; tail 8S ; tarsus 325 {Cat. 
Acc. B. M.) 

The young female is described by Sharpe as pale brown above, with lighter 
margins. Crowm of the head white with a black terminal spot; the bodv below 
pale brown; the throat and chest vermiculated with cross lines of dark brown, 
with a few white spots on the abdomen, turning to bars on the thighs and 
under tail coverts. Tail brown at base with two broad black bands, the basal 
one with slight indications of a whitish band immediately preceding the lower 
of the two and a broad subterminal whitey brown band. 

Length. — 24‘5 inches; wing 14*3 ; tail 9 4 ; tarsus 3. 

/Jab. —The Malay Peninsula, Tennaserim, British Burmah, Borneo*Sarawak. 
This is a doubtful Indian species, but I have given a description of it owing 
to tw'o skins, received from Air. K. Whimper, being labelled Tennaserim and 
British Burmah. 


Gen. Butastur, ILodgs. J. A. S. B. xii. p. 3 11 - 
Bill short. Edge of mandible scarcely festooned ; nostrils small, o\al, with 
a superior membrane. Wings reaching nearly to end of tail; 3rd and 4-l» 
qwills subequal and longest; the first four cmarginate. 

44. Butastur teesa, Hvdgs. y. A. S. B. xn. p. 311 ( 1843 ) ; Shai ,v, 
Cat. Acc. p. 29s; Murray, Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 87. Poliornis teesa, kauh. 
Classif. Sang. u. Vog. p. 122 ; Gray. Gen. Bird , i. p. 3 n ; 7 €nI ' 

Ind. i, p. 92, No. 48: Hume, Rough Notes, ii. p. 286; id. Stray Feathers, 
p. 159 5 Murray, Ifdbk. Zool. Sind, p. US (1873).-The XtoCUN Falcon 
or White-eyed Buzzard. 

Adult Male .—Above umber or pale rufous brown, the feathers margined 
paler, and with dark shaft stripes. Forehead and a nuchal mark white. F.ar 
coverts light brown, the feathers very lax. Lores white, with elongate stiff 
hair-like feathers, the edges of the under mandible also with stiff bristles. 
Rump and upper tail coverts rufous brown, the rump with dark shaft stripes, 
and the upper tail coverts with dark cross bars. Tail pale rufous, tipped 
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with buffy white ancl crossed with 6—7 indistinct bars, the subterminal one 
black, and broadest; wing coverts like the back, the median series mottled 
light brown and whitish. Primary coverts dark brown, externally shaded 
greyish. Outer webs of primaries dark brown, frosted over with ashy grey, 
and broadly tipped with darker brown. Inner web pale brown between the 
black tip and emargination of the first four quills, and white beyond, with a 
few faint dark incomplete bars. The secondaries pale brown, half the inner 
webs, with 4—5 bars of dark brown and tipped darker; outer web of the 
secondaries pale brown with a rufous tinge, lipped blackish, and with faint 
traces of transverse bars. Chin and throat white or yellowish white, bordered 
on each side with a black moustachial stripe from the base of the lower man¬ 
dible, and one of the same colour down the centre of the chin and throat. 
Breast pale rufous brown, with yellowish white or fulvous spots, the feathers 
dark shafted. Rest of under surface bufFy white, barred with rufescent brown. 
Under wing coverts white, some of the feathers streaked and spotted with 
rufous brown. Thigh coverts pale fulvous or huffy white, most of the feathers 
with a subterminal triangular patch of rufous brown. Vent and lower tail 
coverts white, some of the feathers with a subterminal band or triangular 
patch of rufous brown ; under surface of tail feathers greyish white, the 
transverse band showing through in all but the exierior feather. 

Legs and feet dingy orange yellow. Iris pale yellowish white. Eyelids 
orange yellow. 

Length . —1675 to 18*5 inches; culmen 1*4; wing 11 to 127; tail 6*56 to 
7*8 ; tarsus 2 to 2*55. 

I lab. —Throughout India to British Burmah and Malaya to Assam and 
Nepal. Recorded from Sind, Beloochistan, Persia, Punjab, N.'-W. Provinces, 
Oudh, Bengal, Nepal, Behar, Kattiawar, Deccan, Concans, Cutch, Rajputana, 
and N. Guzerat. 

'The White-eyed Buzzard is plentiful in all the places where it is known to 
occur. Not unlike the Kestrel its flight is very rapid, and living as it does on 
rats, lizards, frogs, crabs, and insects, it is always seen flying low, skimming 
along just above the ground. It affects bare plains, low jungle, cultivated 
ground, and marshy tracts. 

Breeds nearly throughout Ihdia from January to April, nesting on high 
trees and laying three eggs of a pale bluish colour, a broad oval in shape and 
varying in size from 1*4 to 1*9 inches. Mr. Ilume says the parent birds are 
much attached to their nests and hang about them for many days after they have 
been robbed, and at times will lay in them a second time. 

45 . Butastur liventer, Tem. PL Col. i. pi. 438. Butco liventer, Cuv. 
Reg tie. Anim. i. p. 37. Poliornis liventer, Kaup. Classif. Sang. u. Fog. p. 122; 
Wall. Ibis , 1868, 11 ; JIunn\ Stray F. i. 319 ; in. P- 3 * ; -iv. 299 ; vi. p. 21. 

Adult Male .—Whole head and neck all round are a pale earthy or grey 
brown, the feathers darker shafted; lores whitish ; chin and throat more or less 
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faintly streaked with white; breast like the neck, but with faint traces of obscure 
rufescent bars, all the feathers darker shafted; sides and abdomen the same ; 
tibial plumes, vent, lower tail coverts and the whole lower surface of the 
wing, except the primaries beyond the notches on the inner web, pure white ; 
axillaries white, with close-set transverse bars of brown and rufous. Quills, 
primary greater coverts, and winglet a rich chestnut red, tipped more or less 
broadly with brown, darkest on the primaries; the outer webs of the second to 
the 5th primaries from above the emarginations pure white, the red portions 
of the inner webs with a few widely distant narrow dark brown transverse 
bars, the outer webs with traces of similar bars. The first four primaries 
conspicuously notched on their inner webs; the 3rd, 4th, and 5th somewhat 
cmarginate on their outer webs. Rump and upper tail coverts a rich more 
or less rufous brown, each feather darker shafted; tail bright chestnut , 
tipped white or rufous white and with a moderately broad transverse sub¬ 
terminal black band on both webs ; the central and outer feathers exhibit 
two or three narrow transverse dark brown bars and a few black spots, traces 
apparently of these, the one about an inch and the other about two inches 
above the band just described, and the third just below the tips of the 
coverts; mantle a more or less rufous brown, some of the coverts faintly 
margined paler, and all the feathers darker shafted; lesser and median coverts 
browner and less rufous and more or less fringed with albescent. Longest 
scapulars brownish at the tips, bright chestnut above, and with traces of grey 
brown bars ; primaries and secondaries narrowly margined towards the tips 
with dull white. Edge of the wing while; lower surface of the tail white, 
tinged purplish (.S’. F. iii. 31). The adult female (type of species) is described 
by Sharpe (Cat. Acc. B. M. ). I have not seen a specimen, nor is one record¬ 
ed in Stray Feathers as having been obtained by any one of Mr. Hume s 
numerous correspondents. The shaft stripes of the male is everywhere indi¬ 
cated in the female, but the coloration is paler. Tail rufous instead of bright 
chestnut, margined and tipped with ashy grey and crossed 701th six blackish 
bars, the subtcrminal one a little broader. 

Length— Male 14 to 14*5 ; expanse 35 to 37*5 ; tail 5*8 to 6*5 ; wing 107 
to ii* 5; tarsus 2*3 to 2*6; bill i*2 to 1*4. Female larger. Bill pale orange 
yellow, the tip black. Cere, orbits, and feet yellow. I rides pale yellow. 

flab. —British Burmah and Siam to Celebes; occurring in Java (Sharpe), the 
Continent of India (Tern.). Dr. Armstrong has fyid it in the vicinity oi 
Elephant Point, in the Rangoon district of the Irrawady Delta, where he says it 
is by no means common and frequents the extensive paddy fields, coursing 
along with a graceful swooping flight from one field to another. Messrs. I I nine 
and Davison say that it is confined to the northern end central portions of 
the province of Tennascrim, and rare in the northernmost districts. Tonghoo 
(Lloyd and Ramsay), Kankaryit, llongthraw, R. Phyetmoo, and Amherst are 
also given as localities. 
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is said by Mr. Oates, (S. F. v. 141) to breed in British Burmah daring 
March, laying 2 eggs of a pale greenish white colour without gloss. Size 
i*8i x 1*45 inches. A second egg measured r86 x 1-47 inches. 


46 . Butastur illdicus, Gm. S. N. I. p. 264 (ex Lath). Buleo 
pygmaeus, Blyth, J. A. S. B.iv. p. 177. Poliornis indicus, Gray, Cat . Acc. 
1848, p. 68. Poliornis poliogenys, Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 30 ; Wall. Bis , 1868, 
p. 19; Hume , Bough Notes, .p. 290; Stray F. vi. icj. —The Grey-cheeked 
Buzzard. 


Adult .—Above uniform hair brown, inclining to ashy on the head and 
upper back, and to rufous on the lower back, rump and upper tail-coverts, 
the latter barred and broadly tipped with white; forehead white ; sides 0/ the 
face clear grey ; sides of the neck ashy brown ; wing coverts and scapulars 
slightly tipped with rufous white, or rufous brown, and mottled with clearer 
rufous. Primary coverts rufous, broadly tipped with black. Quills rufous, 
narrowly tipped with buffy white; primaries brown externally and towards 
their tips, also barred with dark brown on their inner webs; the secondaries 
ashy brown, inclining gradually to whitey brown at their tips washed with 
rufous and barred with dark brown ; the lower surface of the wing creamy 
white on the inner webs of the quills, somewhat washed with rufous ; tail 
ashy brown, whitey brown at tips, and crossed with three or four broad bars of 
blackish brown ; the lower surface ashy white, the bars showing more plainly 
except on the outermost feathers, where they are obsolete. Throat white, with 
a mesial line of ashy brown, as well as two not very distinct moustachial 
stripes. Upper breast ashy brown, washed with rufous; the lower breast and 
abdomen barred tvith white and rufous brown, the rufous bars decreasing 
towards the vent and thighs and absent on the under tail coverts. Bill blue 
black, pale on the gonys and lower portion of the base of the upper mandible. 
Cere, irides, and feet yellow. (Sharpe.) 

Length,— 17 to 18*5 inches ; wing 13 12 to 13*15 ; tail 7-9 to 8 ; tarsus 2*4 ; 
bill from gape 1*3. 

The adult female is larger than die male. Length 18*5 to 18S inches; 
wing 13*6 to 13*8; tail 8*4 ; tarsus 2*45 ; bill from gape 1*45. 

The young is considerably different from the adult. The crown, occiput, 
nape and sides of the neck are brown; the feathers of the crown and hind neck 
margined with creamy white and slightly washed with rufous. Forehead and 
eyebrow creamy white, .also the fore part of the checks. Breast buffy white, 
with lanceolate rufous brown shaft stripes and spots. Under tail coverts 
creamy buff ; also the under wing coverts, but with a few rufous brown 
markings. Axillaries barred. Tail ashy brown, tipped with pale rufous brown, 
and cro -ed with five bars of darker brown. Throat with a central dark 
streak. 
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Hub. —Borneo, Sumatra, and the Phillipine Islands, also Tennaserim*. 
Recorded localities from the latter are Amherst, Mergui, Pakchan and Banka- 
soon. Hume and Davison {Sir. F. vol. vi. p. 19) state that it seemed to be of a 
confiding and somewhat indolent disposition, preferring to seat itself on some 
dry tree or other point of vantage from whence it keeps a look out for lizards 
and locusts, &c., of which its food seems principally to consist. 

Gen. Halisetus, Savigny. 

Bill straight at the base, longish, compressed, curved towards the tip, which 
is much hooked ; margin of upper mandible sinuate; wings long; 4th and 5th 
quills sub-equal, longest; tarsus plumed for nearly half its length; lower hali 
of tarsus scutellate. 



47. Halisetus albicillus, Linn . Syst. A T al. f. p. r 23 : Sharpe , Cal. 
Acc. p. 302. H. albicilia, Leach . Sysl. Cal. Mam. fyc., B. M. p. 9 ; Gould. 
Birds Fur. p. 10 ; McGillivray, Bril . B. iii. p. 221 ; Shelley , Birds of-Egypt , 
p. 204 ; Hume, S. Feathers , i. p. 1 59 ; id. Rough Notes , p. 257 ; .S'. Feathers * 
vii. 341 467; Murray, Ildbh. Zool. <$r. Sind, p. in. Falco albicilla, Gm. 
Syst. Nat. i. p. 253. Aquila albicilla, Pall. Zoogr. Rosso. As. i. p. 345. 
Ilalicetus pelagicus, Hume, Rough Notes, ii. p. 252. Haliaetus brooksi, Hume , 
Ibis, 1870, p. 438 ; Murray, Vert. Zool • Sind, p. S3,—The European White- 
tailed Sea Eagle. 

Male .—The legs and feet bright orange yellow. Gape and portion of cere 
yellow, the upper portion being yellowish brown. Bill blackish horny ; head, 
nape, cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of the neck hair brown, all the feathers white 
at their bases, in some for the basal half, in others for fully the basal two-thirds, 
but very little of the white showing through, the feathers being densely set; all 
the feathers of these parts long and linear, those of the occiput especially; the 
back of the neck, the whole of the back and rump, scapulars and wing coverts, 
except the greater primary coverts, as well as the feathers of the breast and 
abdomen a warm buffy fawn colour, changing to white, at their bases, and more 
or less broadly tipped with hair brown ; the longer scapulars and the upper tail, 
coverts,—which latter are very broad and come down to within some four inches 
of the tip of the tail,—a mixture of yellowish and hair brown, mottled and 
freckled with white and yellowish white; tail, which is very wedge-shaped, 
dark brown, mottled all over with dingy yellowish white, which colour pre¬ 
dominates on the inner webs ; the quills winglet, and greater p'rimary coverts 
chocolate brown; the second to the 5th primaries conspicuously emargin.ite on 



imSTfty 



FALCONID^E. 


<SL 


outer web, and with a grey silvery tinge above 
to the 5th primaries conspicuoucly notched on the 
throat pale buffy brown, the feathers whitish at the 
the flanks and thigh coverts pale yellowish brown, 
the lower tail coverts dingy white, broadly tipped 
longer ones is a dark hair brown : in the shorter a 
lining a sort of umber brown, the bases of all 
them fawn-coloured and some white. 


the emarginations ; the 1st 
inner webs; thd chin and 
base and darker at the tips ; 
the feathers tipped darker; 
with brown, which in the 
dull yellowish brown ; wing 
the feathers paler, some of 


Female .— The legs, feet, cere and gape a sort of brownish yellow ; the upper 
mandible and claws blackish horny ; the tip of the lower mandible yellowish 
horny; the whole of the head, nape, sides of the neck, cheeks, chin and 
throat pale yellowish brown ; the feathers white, tipped with yellowish brown, 
which, owing to the feathers being closely set, is the predominant colour, 
especially on the top of the head ; the ear coverts a darker brown ; the whole 
of the back of the neck, back, rump and upper tail coverts, breast, sides, 
abdomen, vent, and lower tail coverts white, comparatively narrowly tipped 
with yellowish brown, and many of the feathers, with a narrow, linear, ovate, 
hair brown shaft spot near the tip. As in the male, the upper tail coverts are 
ovate lanceolate, very broad and long, and reach to within less than six inches 

the end of the long wedge-shaped tail ; most of the scapulars and the tail 
feathers are a mixture of dull dark and pale dingy yellowish brown, everywhere 
mottled and freckled with dirty white, which occupies almost the whole of the 
inner webs of the lateral tail feathers ; the wing coverts, except the greater 
primary coverts, are wood brown, showing little or nothing of the white bases ; 
most of the tertiaries are mottled white and dingy yellowish brown, like the tail \ 
the secondaries are a dull, slightly rufous brown, much mottled on the inner 
webs with white, and the primaries are dark chocolate brown, greyish above 
the emarginations; some of the primary greater coverts are dark chocolate 
brown and others are a pale rufous brown. (S/r. F. vii. 341.) 

The following is McGillivray’s description quoted in S/ray Feathers:- 

Male. I he cere and bill are pale yellow ; the iris bright yellow ; the tarsi 
and toes gamboge ; the daws black with a tinge of greyish blue ; the plumage 
of the head, neck, forepart of the back and breast with the upper wing coverts 
greyish yellow, the feathers all greyish brown at the base; of the other parts 
greyish brown, edged with yellowish grey; scapulars and feathers of the rump 
globv .1 with purple; those of the abdomen, tibia and subcaudal region inclin¬ 
ing to chocolate brown ; the quills and alular feathers brownish black, with a 
tinge of grey, the inner secondaries inclining to chocolate brown; the shafts 
of all white towards the base; the lower surface of the quills and the large 
coverts tinged with greyish blue; the upper tail coverts and the tail are white 
(generally heckled with dusky grey at the base): the down on the breast pale 
grey, that on the sides darker. 
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Length, to end of tail, 36 inches; extent of wing 72 inches ; bill along the ridge 
3’4b along the edge of lower mandible 3; its height 1*41 \ ^ n o fr° m flexure 24 
inches ; tail 11*4; tarsus 4. 


The female does not differ from the male in colour, and her superiority in 
size is often not very remarkable. Length, to end of tail, 4° inches; extent of 
wing 10; bill along the ridge ygi ; along the edge of lower mandible 3-33; its 
height i*66; wing from flexure 27*5 ; tail 12 inches; tarsus 4'5 inches. 


Ilah .—Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Beloochistan Coast, and 
Persia. On the Indus and the larger lakes or dhunds throughout Sind, espe¬ 
cially on the Munchur Lake it is very common ; also on the Jhelum, Chenab 
and Sutlej rivers. Sharpe gives its habitat as Greenland, Iceland, Faroe Islands, 
the whole of Europe and Northern Asia, Kamschatka and Japan, extending 
into China as far as Amoy. 


The Erne or European White-tailed Sea Eagle is a bird of a very imposing 
aspect. It often assumes many elegant attitudes, especially when excited. Its 
habitat is always either near the sea on rocky prominences, or inland on the 
larger lakes, where it feeds upon fish, plunging into the water after the manner 
of the osprey. Aquatic birds also form part of its food. Of its breeding 
in India there is no information. Morris in his British Birds says it builds in 
March and sits very close, but is by no means so courageous as the Golden 
Eagle in defending its brood. The nest is about five feet wide, flat, and 
has only a slight hollow in the middle. It is a mass of stick, heather or seaweed, 
as the case may be, and lined with any soft material as grass, wool or feathers. 
It is placed on some precipice, or in the hollow of a crag or rock overhanging 
the sea, or else in some inland fastness. The eggs, one or two in number, are 
about 3 X 2~ inches, white or yellowish white, thickly sprinkled over with 
reddish spots. 


48 . Haliaetus leucogaster, Gm. S. A T . i. p. 257; V/g. Zool. Joum . i. 
P- 33h; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. S5 ; Sharpe , Cat. Acc. B. M, p. 307; Sir. F. ii. 
149 ; iii. 324-335 ; iv. 422-461 ; vi. 17; vii. 199; ix. 32. Cuncuma leucogaster, 
Hume Rough Notes, i. p. 259 ; Wall. Ibis, 1868, p. 15.—The White-bellied 
Sea Eagle. 


Adult. —Head, neck all round, breast, abdomen, under tail and wing coverts 
Nvhite ; the outermost of the latter shaded with grey ; the greater series ashy 
grey with white bases ; body above ashy grey, shaded with brown. Primaries 
cinereous black ; also the secondaries, but tipped narrowly with white ; tail 
black, broadly tipped with white. Cere and orbital ridge bluish lead tinged 
with green ; legs and feet yellowish. Irides olive brown. 

Length.—2 S to 30 inches: wing 22 to 24 ; tail 9 to 9 5 ; tarsus 3' I to 4 : 
hill from gape 2’2 5. 
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The adult female is larger. The young is described by Mr. Sharpe (Cat. 
Acc.) Head and neck dark brown, streaked with buffy white ; throat sandy 
buff, the feathers paler centred ; rest of under surface rufescent brown with 
distinct buffy shaft streaks widening towards the apex ; under tail coverts for 
the most part white, irregularly mottled with reddish brown. Above brown, the 
feathers margined paler, and with dull whitish shaft stripes ; lower back and 
rump rather darker than the rest of the back, and with distinct white streaks ; 
quills deep brown ; secondaries paler and tipped with buffy white; the quills 
with more or less distinct darker brown bars ; tip of inner web whitish below for 
the greater part of its length ; tail dark brown, tipped with whitish and crossed 
with three ill-defined bars of paler brown, much mottled with darker brown 
and shaded with whitish. 


Hab. _The whole of India, including British Burmah and the Tennaserim 

province, also Assam and the Malay Archipelago, the Andamans and Nicobars. 
Occurs in the Concan, Deccan, Central, Northern and Southern India, Punjab, 
N.-W. P. and Bengal. A permanent resident in most parts, breeding on lofty 
trees. 


Mr. Vidal has taken the eggs, in October, November and December, in the 
Southern Concan. The nests are gigantic platforms, built of strong, thick 
sticks, and are fully 5 feet in diameter. The normal number of eggs is one, 
and sometimes two have been found ; they are greenish white, unspotted and 
glossless, from 27 X 2*04 to 3* X 2-06 inches. Mr. Vidal’s experience is that 
the same nests are used year after year, after being repaired, and that they 
build on large trees in cocoanut and other gardens. As its English name 
implies, it feeds chiefly upon fish. 

49. Halisetus leucoryphns, Pallas, Reis. Russ . Reichs . i. p.454 • 
Keys, and Bias . Wirb. Eur . p. xxx.; Strick. Orn. Syn. p. 52; Hume, Rough 
Notes, ii. p. 242; Stray Feathers, i. pp. 102-159 ;Hume and Henderson, Lahore 
to Yarkand, p. 173; Blanford , Eastern Persia, p. 112; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. B.M. 
p, 309; Murray , Hdbk. Zool. fyc. Sind; id. Vert. Zool. Sind, p. in. II. 
fulviventer, Jcrd. B. Ind. i. p. 82, No. 42. Ichthypetus leucoryphus, Blyth, 
Ann. and M. N. IL. xv, p. 37. Cuncuma macei, Gray, Cat. Acc . p. 23.— 
The Ring-tailed Sea Eagle. 

Adult Male. —Above dark brown, with a slight purplish gloss ; some of the 
greater coverts slightly margined with paler brown ; quills blackish ; the 
secondaries rather browner like the scapulars ; the lower surface of the quills 
brown, inclining to bluish ash colour on the inner web of the primaries ; some 
of the secondaries mottled with white near the base of the inner web ; lower 
back, rump, and upper tail coverts purplish brown, some of the outermost of 
the latter whitish at base ; tail white, blackish at base, with a broad black 
terminal band. Head, hind neck and interscapulary region sandy-brown, 
die feathers of the head and hind neck streaked with fulvous. Sides of face 
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and throat huffy white, the latter with narrow whitish streaks clown the centre 
of the feathers; rest of under surface of body dull fulvous brown, lighter 
on the chest, where the feathers are paler centered and deeper brown also on 
the flanks, thighs and under tail coverts-. Under wing coverts and axillaries 
blackish brown, slightly mottled with white. Cere pale bluish green. Nos¬ 
trils, gape, and base of lower mandible bluish. Upper mandible greenish 
horn colour, dusky at tip ; feet greyish white ; iris pale brownish 
yellow. 


Length .—30 inches; culmen 2-6 ; wing 22*2; tail 12*2 ; tarsus 36. 


Adult Female. —Length, 33 inches; wing 24*4 ; tail 1 1*7 > tarsus 4*3. 

Young .—Above dark brown, the feathers of the back deeper brown towards 
their bases ; the wing coverts lighter than the back, and the upper tail-coverts 
plainly margined with whitey-brown ; greater coverts dark brown with whitey- 
brown tips ; quills blackish, externally shaded with ashy ; the innermost 
secondaries dark brown like the back ; lower surface of quills ashy brown, 
some of the innermost primaries inclining to whitish on inner web; tail dark 
brown, shaded with ashy above and below ; head, neck, and under parts ful¬ 
vous brown, deeper on the head and varied with white bases to the abdominal 
plumes and under tail coverts ; the head and neck rather darker than the 
under parts and streaked with sandy brown; the chest and breast feathers 
with broad whitey-brown margins and tips ; under wing coverts dull brown, 
margined with paler brown ; the median series streaked with whitey-brown, 
the greater ones ashy white at the base and mottled along the shaft towards 
the tip, which is also white ; feet clear lemon yellow. (Sharpe.) 


Mr. Hume ( R . N. p. 245) describes a nestling female nearly able to fly as a 
nearly uniform dark brown above and lighter below; the legs and feet a cleat 
pale lemon yellow. 

Hah. —Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Oudh and Bengal; Kutch, Rajpu- 
tana, the Western Coast and the Concan; also Beloochislan, Persia and 
Afghanistan. Ascends the Ganges and other large rivers; found also in 
Nepal and Cashmere. In the Concan and along the Sind, Kutch and 
Kattiawar Coasts, it is known as the Mu tehee Mar or Mutehlce Mting. 

The Ring-tailed Sea Eagle is found throughout the year in Sind, along the 
Indus, and on the larger lakes. It breeds in the winter months (November, 
December and January), building a nest of twigs, &c., from 4 to 5 feet in 
diameter, inclusive of the outer thin layer, usually on high trees in the vicinity 
of water. Eggs usually 2, but I have found a third and fourth laid by the 
same bird a fortnight after taking the two first ones. In colour they arc white 
°r greyish white and unspotted, and measure 2§ 3 indies x 2] to 2I, 
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Gen. Haliastur.— Selby. 

Bill stout, curved ancl hooked. Nostrils circular with bony margin all 
round. Wings very long, the 4th quill longest; tail slightly rounded; tarsi 
plumed at the knee, and covered with scutce. 



50. Haliastur Indus, Bodd. Tail. PI. Enl. 25 ; Gray, Gen. Birds , 
i. p. iS ; Jcrdon , B. of Ind. i. p. ioi, No. 55 ; Hume, Rough Notes , ii. p. 316; 
S. F. vii. 251, i. p. 160 ; Murray , Hdbk. Zool. &c. Sind , p. 116; Gray , 
Cat. Acc. B.M. p. 313. Ilalicetus indus, Sch. Mus. P. B. p. 19.— The 
Maroon-backed Kite. 

Adult.— Head, neck, throat, entire breast, and as far as the middle of the 
abdomen white, with dark brown shaft stripes; rest of the plumage maroon, 
or rufous chestnut, paler on the secondaries, the tail paling into a fulvous white 
at the tip. Quills black, rufescent at the base of inner web ; under wing 
coverts deep maroon, with dark shaft stripes ; cere brownish; feet greenish 
yellow; irides brown. 

Length.—20 to 21 inches ; wing 1475 to 16; tail 7 to 8. 

The young bird is a rather deep brown above, the feathers tipped with 
rufous. Head, neck, and lower parts pale rufous, streaked paler. 

Ilab. —India and Ceylon. Recorded from Sind, the Punjab, N.-W. Pro¬ 
vinces, Kutch, Kattiawar, Ajmere, Concan, Deccan, Tranvancore, Upper 
Pegu, Nepal. Breeds wherever it occurs from the middle of February to the 
beginning of April. The nest is always on a tree near by water, and is not 
unlike that of Milvus govinda. The normal number of eggs is two, but it is 
not uncommon to find three. In shape they vary much ; but typically they 
are very perfect, moderately broad ovals, slightly compressed towards one end ; 
in colour greyish white, speckled or spotted with pale dingy brown or reddish 
brown. Size i'89to2'28 X r$ to 179. 

Gen. Milvus- — Cuv. 

Bill short, straight at the base, well curved and hooked at tip. Upper 
mandible with a rounded festoon. Nostrils oval, oblique. Wings long. 
Tail forked or emarginatc. Tarsi short, plumed at the knees, and with 
scuioe in front below. 
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51 . MilvUS govinda, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 81 ; jferd. B. of Ind * 
p. 104, No. 56 ; Hume, Bough Notes , ii. p. 32O; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. B. M. 
p. 325; Stray Feathers, i. p. 160; Murray , Hdblc. Zool. §'c. Sind, 
p. 116 ; id. Vert. Zool. Sind , p. 90.—The Common Pariah Kite. 


Adult Male .—Above brown or rufous brown, the head and neck rufes^ent 
with dark central stripes. Scapulars and wing coverts edged "with buff, the 
wing coverts with dark central stripes. Quills and greater co\ertsdark brown, 
the quills albescent near the base and mottled with brown, lail ash} brown, 
tipped with buffy white and barred with brown; the under surface pale brown 
or whitish, and also mottled and barred. Throat albescent with brown 
shaft stripes. Under parts dull rufous brown, buffy on the vent and under 
tail coverts, and with brown shaft stripes. The feathers of the breast some¬ 
what fulvescent. Under wing coverts rufous brown, with dark brown centres 
to the feathers. Cei;e and gape yellow. Bill horny black. Feet yellowish, 
Irides yellowish. 


Length .—20 to 23 inches; wing 18*5 to 19 ; tail 13 ; tarsus 2*25. 

Hab .—Throughout India. A resident scavenger. Breeds on house tops, 
old mosques, and flat-roofed buildings,—seldom on trees,—during January, 
February, and March. It occurs also in Beloochistan, Afghanistan, and 
Nepal. 


52- Milvus melanotis, Tem. el Schleg.Faun. Jap .; Blanford, J. A. 
S. B. 1872, p. I53 ; Cray, Gen. Birds , i p. 24 ; A*. F. i. p. 160; id. iii. 229; 
Sharpe , Cat . Acc. Br. Plus. p. 324; Murray , Zool. At. Sind , p. 116. Milvus 
major, Hume, Rough Notes, ii. p. 326; Murray, Vert. Zool. Sind, [>. 91.— 
The Large Pariah Kite. 

Adult Male. —Above dark chocolate brown, all the feathers distinctly 
streaked down the centre with black; the wing coverts a little paler brown, the 
lesser series washed with rufous, all with distinct black shaft stripes. Greater 
coverts and quills dark brown, the secondaries paler brown, the primaries 
blackish, all the quills distinctly white at the base of the inner web, and 
sometimes mottled with brown. Tail rather pale brown, the centre feathers 
with a slight rufous tinge and distinctly barred with darker brown ; these bars 
are distinct on the inner web only of the outer feathers Under surface of 
tail brownish ashy, the bars more or less distinct. Lores, forehead, cheeks 
and throat white, with distinct shaft lines of dark brown ; ear coverts dark 
brown; throat white, tinged with rufous on the lower part. Breast deep 
rufous brown, shading into clear rufous on the abdomen and under tail coverts ; 
the feathers on the breast margined lighter and with broad central dark streaks. 
Under wing coverts dark brown, dashed With mfous; the lower ones ashy 
brown, notched or barred with white on their inner webs. Cere pale greenish 
yellow. Bill horn black. Feet dull yellow. Irides reddish brown. 
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Length. —2 5 '5 inches; wing 21 ; tail 13*2 ; tarsus 2 5. 

There is yet a set controversy in regard to the distinctness of this species 

from M. govinda. Mr. Edwin Crooks, in vol. iv. 5 . F., says that from an 
examination of the type of M. govinda in the South Kensington Museum, he 
concludes that M. melanotis (T. and S.) and M. major (Hume) must be con¬ 
sidered as synonyms of M. govinda (Sykes). Scl.legel again unites melanotis 
and <rovinda, but Mr. Hume holds that the pure white wing patch of major 
distinguishes it equally from melanotis, govinda and ajjinis, a third species 
found in India, also by its larger size. 

The following comparative measurements are given by Mr. Hume 
Wing, Male. Wing, Female. 

hi. govinda . 1 ° . l % t0 I 9’5 

M. major . 19 t0 20 *5 . 19*45 t0 21 

M. ajjinis . 16 to 17*5 . *7 to 17*75 

jf a l —Throughout India, Japan, and China; also Nepal and Eastern 
Turkistan. 

53 Milvus afflnis, Gould. P. Z. S. 1837, p. 140 ; id. B. Amir i. 
pi. 21 ; Wall. Ibis, 1SC8, p. 13; Jerd. Ibis, 1871, p. 343; Sharpe, Cat. Ace. 
IS. M. p. 323; Slr.F. i. p. 160; vii. 44-200 j Murray, Vert. Zool. Sind, 
p. 91.—The Malayan or Lesser Indian Kite. 

Head pale brown, or rufescent brown, the feathers darker streaked ; lores and 
t ar coverts blackish; chin whitish, with distinct black shaft stripes, under 
surface of body dull rufous brown, inclining to dusky on the chest ahd flanks— 
all the feathers .distinctly but narrowly streaked with black along the shaft; 
back blackish brown, the wing coverts paler, and with distinct shaft stripes ; 
primaries blackish ; secondaries paler; under surface of wing pale brown, 
ashy near the base ; tail dark brown, ashy beneath, with remains of dark bars 
o n the centre feathers ; under wing coverts rufous brown with blackish shaft 
stripes ; cere and feet yellow ; bill blackish ; irides brown. 

Length. —20 inches; wing 16 to 17'S > t a 'd l0 ' 7 > tarsus 2’05 ; culmen l' 55 - 
Females larger. 

jjal. _ Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Central and Southern India, Ajmere, 

Bengal, the Deccan, British Burma (Upper Pegu) ; Maccassar, Celebes,! inioi, 
Cliusan, and Australia. 

Common throughout India nearly ; habits the same as AT. govinda. 

54 , Milvu3 liorschun, Gm. N. Com. P.trop. xv. p. 444; St rick i 
Om. ‘svn. p. 133; Blf. Geol. Z<d. Abyss, p.3005 Shelley, Birds Egypt , 
Sharpe, Cat. Acc. p. 322. i’alco ater, Gm. Syn. N. i. p. 262 ; Bree. B. 
Europe, i. p. tot. Milvus niger, Bp. Comp. List. B. Eur. and N. Am. p. 4. 
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Adult Male. —Crown, sides of the head and nape white; the forehead 
narrowly and the other parts broadly striped with blackish brown ; upper 
parts dark hair brown, with a metallic gloss on the back; the feathers on the 
hind neck with dark central stripes, those of the wing coverts and a few of 
the scapulars with lighter edges; primaries black, excepting some of the 
inner ones, which are deep brown; secondaries blackish brown, the inner 
ones assimilating in colour to the back; tail like the back, but slightly duller 
and a trifle grey in tinge, and with scarcely perceptible darker bars, being also 
but slightly forked ; throat dull white, striped with blackish brown; breast 
clove brown with blackish stripes; rest of the under parts deep ferruginous, 
each feather with a dark shaft line; under wing coverts rufous, varied with 
deep br<)wn ; bill blackish horn, yellowish at the base of the lower mandible ; 
cere pale yellow ; iris greyish, with a yellow tinge surrounded by a black line ; 
legs pale yellow; claws black. Total length about 32 inches ; culmen i*6 ; 
wing 17-0; tail 11*2; tarsus 2-25. 

Female .—Resembles the male, but is somewhat larger in size, rather darker, 
and a trifle more rufous in general colouration. 

Young. —Upper parts of a much duller brown than the adult; the feathers 
tipped with yellowish white, which gives it a very spotted appearance ; crown 
and nape with these terminal spots much larger, so as almost to hide the rest 
of the feathers; throat brownish white, the feathers with dark shafts ; rest of the 
under parts dull dark brown, becoming dull reddish brown on the abdomen, 
every feather with the terminal portion, except on the edge, dull horny colour, 
which gives the under parts the appearance of being marked with elongated 
oval spots of this latter colour; quills and tail as in the adult; but the latter is 
tipped with dull brownish white, and the bars are more conspicuous.—(Dresser, 

Birds 0/ Europe.) 

Hab .—Upper Sind Frontier, Beloochistan, and Southern Afghanistan; 

Africa, Madagascar, S. and W. Europe. Breeds nearly throughout Afghanis¬ 
tan and Beloochistan during March. Eggs, in size, shape and colour the 
counterpart of M. govinda. 



ELANUS. 


Gen. Elanus.-— Savigny. 

Bill small, ridge (without cere) greater than half of middle toe without 
claw; tip much hooked and lengthened; edge of upper mandible slightly 
sinuate. Cere small; nostrils oval. Boreal space feathered. Wings reaching 
to end of tail, pointed; 2nd quill longest; the 1st emarginate near the tip. 
Bail short. Tarsi short, plumed above, covered vifch small louml scales.. 
Middle claw keeled. 

Elanus caeruleus, DesfMem. Acad. R. dcs Science , p. 5O3, pi. 
l 5 - 1 *alco melanopterus, Baud. Trap's ii. b P- • Free, Birds ,Eur. i. p. 10S. 
Blanus melanopterus, Leach, Zool. AL : - P- i> » • Birds of Ind. i. p. 112. 
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o. 59 ; Sharpe , P. Z. S. 1869, p. 570; Hume , Rough Holes, ii. p2i ; Sir. 
F. i. pp. 21, 163 ; Murray, Zool &V., &W, p. 117; /</. K*r/. Zool. Sind , 
p. 92.—The Black-winged Kite. 


Adult .—Entire upper parts ashy grey, lighter on the head; forehead, eye¬ 
brow, lores and sides of face white; ear-coverts ashy grey; supercilium dark 
brown or black; lesser and median wing coverts and winglet glossy black ; 
greater coverts concolourous with the back. Axillaries and under wing coverts 
white; inner lining of wing dark grey ; primary coverts and quills ashy grey, 
the latter white at the base and black-shafted. Tail ashy, the two centre 
feathers greyish ; entire under parts white. Cere, orbits, and feet yellow ; bill 
black ; irides crimson. 


Le?igth % —13 inches; wing 10*6 to 11 ; tail 5*6; tarsus 1*4. 


Hah. —South-Eastern Europe, Africa, India and Ceylon. Very widely dis¬ 
tributed. Recorded from Egypt, Gambia, Transvaal, South Africa, and the 
Mediterranean, also from Kutch, Kattiawar, Jodhpore, Sambhur, North 
Guzeral, the Concan and Deccan, Pegu, Burmah and Nepaul. Breeds 
almost throughout Upper India. Nest circular, composed of small twigs and 
sticks, and lined with fine grass roots and fibres. Eggs, bluish white or creamy, 
streaked and blotched with pale yellowish brown or brownish red. 


As to the habits of this species there is not much recorded ; it usually flies 
low, skimming above the surface of the ground, or hovers in the air much like 
a kestrel, but dropping suddenly to the ground. It is not uncommon to 
see it perch on telegraph wires, on the bare end of a bough, or on some dry 
tree in the vicinity of water. It feeds chiefly on rats, mice, beetles, grass^ 
hoppers, and other insects. 

It is a resident in Sind, and affects chiefly the acacia forests lining the 
banks of the Indus, Breeds in the Narra districts from June to August. 


Gen. Macheeramplius.’ — Westermann, 

Bill small, feeble, and keeled ; culmen, with a sharp cutting edge, which has 
two faint sinuations on the upper mandible ; cere small; nostrils long, oblique, 
pierced near the margin of the cere; loreal plumes produced above half the 
nostril ; tail of 12 feathers; tarsi feathered in front for three-fourths of an inch, 
reticulate ; outer and inner toes, with claws of the same length. 




UmSTffy 


PERNIS. 




56 . Machaeramphus alcinus, Westermati, Bijd. tot. d. Dierk i. p. 
29, pi. 12; Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1871, p. 502; itf. Cat. Act. B. M. p. 341; 
Hume , .SV/Tzy /s, iii. p. 269 ; /</. Vol. vi. p. 24. 

Adult Mate. —Black throughout, shaded with brown ; throat and ffontof the 
neck white ; chin with a diamond-shaped patch of black, continued as a line 
down the centre of the throat; breast white ; a band of white above and below 
the eye ; head with an occipital crest of pointed lanceolate feathers ; iridcs 
bright yellow; bill and claws black ; legs and feet pale plumbeous; cere black. 

Length. — iS*o to 18*5 inches ; expanse 46*0; tail 7*37; wing 14*62; 
tarsus 2*5 ; bill, from gape, r8 ; from edge of cere to point (straight) 0 75 ; 
greatest height of upper mandible 0*4. 

Hab. —Southern extremity of the Tennaserim provinces at Malewoon, and 
Malacca. 

The above particulars as to the colors of the soft parts and measurements' 
have been extracted from Mr. Hume’s notice of the species in Str. F., vol. iii. 
Mr. Sharpe does not seem to have had a specimen to describe them. 
Of the habits of this remarkable species I have no information. The wood-cut 
of the head and bill is that of an allied species, M. Anderssoni , copied from Mr. 
Sharpe s work, to show their peculiar structure. 


Gen. Pernis.— Cuv . 

Bill curved from the base; the margin straight ; lores clothed with scale- 
like feathers; tarsi short, reticulate, half plumed in front; scales on toes 
transverse ; wings and tail long. 

57. Pernis ptilonorhynchus, Sieph. Gen. Zool. xiii. pi. 35 ; Holds™. 
P. Z. S. 1872, p. 414; Sharpe , Cat. Ace. B. M. y p. 347. Pernis cristata, Cuv. 
Pegne An., i. p. 335 ; J erd. B. Ind ., i. p. 10S, No. 57 j Hume , Rough Notes , ii. 
P* 33 °- Stray F., vol. iii. p. 448, vol. ix. p. 375.— The Honey Buzzard. 

A dull.'— General color above and below rich chocolate brown, with indistinct 
black shaft stripes ; the crown and sides of head, as well as the throat, ashy grey ; 
the lower throkt blackish; quills and tail brownish ashy, the latter with 3 dark 
bands, the uppermost hidden by the upper tail coverts, the terminal one 
tipped with greyish white; crest undeveloped ; cere black, greenish towards 
commissure and nostrils; gape anil lower mandible pale blue ; feet bees’-wax- 
yellow ; irides yellow. 

Length— 24 to 25*5 inches; wing 15 5 to 16*5 ;' tail 11-5 to 12*75; tarsus 
2‘i to 2*2. The female is larger. The intermediate and young stages of 
the Honey Buzzard are so very variable, that it is scarcely necessary to de¬ 
scribe them. Mr. Sharpe says: “Great variations exist in the tone of the 
intervening stages, the color varying from tawny to fulvous brown, while the 
extent of black stripes on the throat is also a very variable character.’’ Again, he 
adds, under “Obs.’’ that, the young of P- ptt/enorhynchus , if they happen to be 
crestless are undrstinguishable in plumage from the immature of P. apivv . 
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have seen young birds from India which I could not separate from 
European examples. A natural inference is that these may not be P. 
ptUonorhynchus but P. apivorus , the young of which may migrate to India 
in the winter.” Mr. A. O. Hume’s remarks are also to nearly the same effect. 

Hab . —The whole of India, except .Sind; the Himalayas, Burmah, the 
Malayan Peninsula, Sumatra and Java, also Nepaul and Ceylon. 

Breeds in May and June, on trees, making a moderate-sized nest of sticks and 
twigs lined with leaves or grass; eggs normally 2 in number, spherical 
nearly, or a very broad oval, white or buffy with red, reddish brown, or blood 
red markings and varying in size, from rS2 to 2*2 in length and from 1*5 
to 1*9 in breadth. The food of the Honey Buzzard is young birds, frogs, 
mice, bees, and reptiles generally. It has a rapid flight, soars very high and 
gracefully, and glides through the air without apparent effort. It is easily tamed, 
bears confinement well and does not show the fierceness of other birds of 
prey. Another species, Firm's brachypterus, Blyth, has been mentioned in S/ray 
Feathers , Vol. III. p. 36, as having been found in Upper Pegu. The description 
is certainly very curt, and I have seen birds answering it from the Punjab 
and the Deccan. The extremely variable character of the plumage of the 
intermediate and crested stages of the species, leaves room to doubt its 
validity. 

Sub-family— FALCONING, Falcons. 

Bill short, suddenly curved from the base; upper mandible distinctly 
toothed; nostrils, either round, oblique, or linear oval; cere short; tarsi, 
slender, naked ; hinder aspect reticulate. Outer toe only connected to mid¬ 
toe by interdigital membrane; tibia longer than tarsus. 

Gen. Baza.— 

Bill small, much hooked, grooved on its side; upper mandible with two 
sharp teeth on each side, lower with 3-4 ; lores covered with feathers; nostrils 
transverse, narrow; head crested ; wings moderate; the 3rd quill longest, 
the 1st three slightly emarginate towards the tip ; tarsi covered with small 
smooth hexagonal scales; claws small, subequal. 



58 . Baza lophotes, Tern. PL Col. i. pi. 10; Gray List , Gen . /?., p. 4, 
Blyth. Cat . B. Mus. Soc . Beng., p. !7 » 7 *rd. B. Lid., i. p. il l. No. 58 ; 
Ply. Ibis, 1863, p. 11 ; Wall. Ibis 1868, p. 19; Hume , Rough Nb/es, p. 337; 
HoldP. Z. S. 1872, Sharpe , Cal. Acc. B • M, p. 352 ; Hume, Sir. F. t vi. 
P 24; viii. p. 191.— T he Black Ckested Kite. 
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Above glossy greenish black with a very long occipital crest; thigh coverts 
under-tail and under-wing coverts also glossy greenish black; quills black, 
greyish underneath; outer webs of the secondaries deep chestnut at base anti 
towards the tip which is greenish black, rest of the feathers white; scapulars and 
some of the coverts next them white internally and tipped chestnut, forming a 
conspicuous interrupted white wing band ; tail greenish black above, ashy 
grey beneath ; entire sides of the face and neck as well as the throat black, 
tinged with brown ; foreneck and chest white, forming a very broad band, 
followed by an indistinct line of blackish feathers, and another broad band of 
chestnut covering the upper breast; lower breast creahiv white and banded 
with chestnut, narrow on the lower part and flanks; thighs, lower abdomen, 
under tail-coverts and underwing-coverts greenish black, the lower ones of the 
latter ashy grey ; bill and legs plumbeous ; irides dark brown. 

Length. 13 to 14 inches ; wing 9 to 9*85 ; tail 5* to 5*7 ; tarsus 1*3 to 1*5: 

Uab. Southern India, Ceylon, the Malayan Peninsula, Lower Bengal, 
Assam, l ipperah and the Tennaserim provinces of British Burma. 

Of the nidification of this species nothing is known. 



59 . Baza surnatrensis, La/r. Rev. Zoo!, 1848, p. 216 ; Gray Gen. B. 
HI. App. p. 2, 1849; Mis, 1868, p. 18; Sharpe Cat. Acc., p. 3^7; 

Stray F. ii. p. 378 . iii. p, 313 ; iv. p. 248; vi. p. 25 ; viii. p. 444.— The 

OUMATRAN CRESTED KlTE. 

Male. —Hume's specimen from Tennaserim —Baza incognita, nobis. Fore- 
head, and a broad but inconspicuous band from the latter over the eyes to the 
nape pale whitey brown (not noticeable in Sharpe’s figure) ; the shafts darker 
brown; crown of the head, occiput, nape and sides of the neck rufescent buff; 
the feathers broadly centred with dark brown; crest black, narrowly and obso- 
letely barred the feathers with white tips ; lores and an inconspicuous band under 
the eye and the base of the ear-coverts grey, the feathers darker shafted ; rest 
of ear-coverts and lateral portions of die throat fulvous, the feathers dark shafted ; 
c hin and throat pure white, slightly tinged with yellowish, and with a narrow 
and conspicuous black central stripe ; upper breast mingled white and a pale 
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rownish rufous; lower breast, sides, flanks, auxiliaries and abdomen white with 
broad regular transverse brownish rufous bands; vent and lower tail coverts 
white or buffy with traces of rufous barring ; wing lining yellowish white with 
rufous bars and mottlings; quills brown on the outer webs, banded obscurely 
with darker brown, their inner webs with a dark drab brown at the tips and white 
basally, with several broad, blackish brown transverse binds and tipped white; 
also the secondaries and some of the median coverts; lower surface of quills 
French grey at the tips ; tail pale drab with a subterminal band, which is black, 
and 3 others; under surface of tail greyish white, the dark bands showing 
through on the outer webs. 


Length. —18*5 ; wing 13*12 ; tail 9*62; tarsus 1*6; bill from gape 1*35 ; legs 
and feet white tinged with blue. Irides bright yellow; cere and upper man¬ 
dible blackish ; base of lower mandible paler. 


The female is very similar to the male except that the head, nape and sides 
of the neck are more rufescent and have less conspicuous dark brown central 
stripes, the mantle is a much less dark brown, there is less of the purple gloss 
and the marginal fringes of the feathers are broader and more rufous ; there 
is no grey about the cheeks, which are pale fulvous fawn ; the chin and throat 
too are fulvous white and the throat stripe is brown, instead of black, as in the 
male ; the coverts are also paler and more rufescent. 

Length. — 22' o inches; wing 13*75 ; tad 10*25 ; tarsus 1*7; bill from gape 
i‘ 3 - 

Mr. Sharpe Cat. Acc ., describes a young female from Sumatra, but Messrs. 
Hume and Gurney, two profound Ornithologists, suggest that it was not 
correctly sexed, and that the specimen is a young male, and not female. The 
following is Mr. Sharpe's description. 

Young female .—Head and hind-neck creamy buff, washed with tawny 
rufous, the feathers on hinder part of crown dark brown in the centre ; 
occipital crest very long, black, with cream-coloured tip; back brown with 
fulvous edgings, the scapulars and secondaries further margined with white; 
quills ashy brown, barred with darker brown, the tail similarly coloured, 
narrowly tipped with white ; the feathers washed externally with rufous near 
the base ; the bars on the tail four in number, one being concealed ; the under¬ 
surface of both wings and tail paler and more ashy white; entire sides of 
face, throat and under-parts creamy buff washed with pale tawny rufous; the 
breast and sides of. the body broadly barred with the latter colour ; under-wing 
coverts creamy buff; bill black; pale at base beneath ; feet yellosvish while; 
iris yellow. 


Length .—2o*5 inches; culmen 14 ; wing 12 75 ; tail 9*6; tarsus i*6. 
Hah. —Sumatra, Tennascrim, B. Burmah. 
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. Baza ceylonensis, Legge, Birds of Ceylon; Stray F.> iv. 
p. 247; viii. p. 444 :—' Tiie Ceylon Crested Kite. 

Lores blackish ; head brownish tawny; centre of forehead and crown, black, 
edged with rufous; occipital crest inches in length, black, conspicuously 
tipped with white; the feathers of the hindneck deeply edged with rufous 1 
tawny, the centre parts being black; back,scapulars, rump,upper tail coverts 
primary and lesser wing coverts blackish brown, the latter the deepest and 
with a cinerous tinge; upper tail coverts paler than the back; median and 
greater wing coverts pale or fulvous brown; quills black, the outer webs 
with smoky grey bars, the corresponding band on the inner web being brown; 
tertials and secondaries tipped with white; tail dark smoky grey, tipped 
greyish white and with four blackish bars, the terminal one about 1 .V 
inches in depth; cheeks and ear-coverts slaty grey with dark shafts, the dark 
feathers of the occiput passing round to meet the latter region ; chin and 
throat buff with a broad mesial black streak ; sides and lower part of fore- 
neck with the upper edge of the pectoral region tawny cinerous, the feathers 
with brownish shafts ; below this, the under-surface, under-tail and under-wing 
coverts are white, with broad rufescent brown edges; iris yellow, also the 
tarsi and feet; bill blackish leaden ; lower mandible pale at base ; cere dusky 
plumbeous. 

Length . — To front of cere 16*5 ; culmen o’lO; total length 1 7'5 ; wing 117; 
tail 7-5 ; tarsus 1-5 ; bill to gape V 2 . 




Hab .—Southern India (The Wynaad) and Ceylon (Kandy district). 
Nothing is known of its habits, &c. 

Gen. Microllierax — Sharpe. 

Bill short; upper mandible with a tooth and a notch on each side; wings 
short; 2nd and 3rd quills equal; tarsus short, with large transverse scutx 
in front. 


61 . Mierohierax coerulescons. BJnn. S. N. i. p. 126; , 

Cat . Acc.' B. J/.,p. 366. Harpagus crerulcscens, Sivs. Classif.B. t ii. p. 213. 
Ilierax bengalensis, Bly. J. A. S. B. xi. pt. ii. p. 789. Ilierax Kutolmus, 
Gray. Gen. B. y i. p. 21 ; Jerd. B. hid i. p. 42, No. 20; Hume. Rough 
Nates , i. p. 3.—The Wiutk-nai’Kd Pigmy Falcon. 


AduIt. —Forehead, supercilium continued to down the sides of the neck, 
and connecting the broad collar on the nape, white; round the eye and a broad 
streak to the car coverts black ; throat, lower abdomen under lad coverts, and 
thi K hs chestnut; occiput to the white collar black, also the mantle, whirs, 
and tail; quills black, barred with white on their inner web; tail spotted 
with white on the inner webs ; lower throat, breast, and abdomen silky white. 


Length .— 5 5 to 6-5 inches j wins 4 10 4'5 i uul to 2 ; ; 


tarsus 075 to 


0*85, 
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ITah. _Southern and Upper India, Nepal, and Assam, Sikkim, Arrakan, 

British Burma, the Tennaserim Provinces, Darjeeling. 

Affects open jungle, and are often seen perched on dead trees in parties of 
5 or 6. Mr. Davison found that they affected the top of some large tree rising 
higher than its neighbours, and from this commanding perch they took longer 
or shorter flights, after insects apparently. Their flight is rapid and as far as 
my observations go, they feed both on insects and small birds. I hey are 
quick and lively in their motions. Of the nidification of this, the red-legged 
Falconet, nothing is known. 


62. Microhierax fringillarius, Drap. Diet. Class d’Hist. Nat. vi. 
p. 412, pi. v. Hierax ccerulescens, Vig. Zool. Journ. i. p. 339; BJy. J. A . 
S. B., xii. p. 180; Wall. Ibis., 1868 p. 6. Hierax Malayensis, Slrickl. 
Ann. N II., xiii. p. 33.— The Black-legged Falconet. 


Adult.— Above deep blue black, quills and tail also black, but barred with 
white on their inner web; forehead and a stripe from behind the eye down the 
sides of the neck white, lores, round the eye, ear coverts and hinder part of 
cheek black; tinder parts silky white; the throat slightly, the abdomen and 
under tail coverts more richly washed with ochre ; sides of body, flanks, and 
outer face of thighs glossy black. 

Length. —5 75 to 6*45 inches ; wing 3*62 to 3 82 ; tail 2 to 2’75 ; bill from 
gape 0*45 to o* 55 ; tarsus 0*65 to 0*75 ; bill legs, and feet black j iridcs dark 
brown; orbital skin plumbeous. 

The female is larger. 

Length. —64 to 67; wing 3*82 to 4‘I5 ; tail 2*25 to 2*62. 

In the young bird the bill is yellow; frontal band and streak behind the 
eye tinged with pale ferruginous ; upper tail coverts and tail feathers margined 
with buff. 

Hab .—The Malayan Peninsula, Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Tennaserim, 
Malacca and Singapore. 

The black-legged falconet is common in the southern portions of the 
Province of Tennaserim, as high up as 3,500 feet elevation. It is not known 
from any other part of British India. It feeds generally on small birds and 
insects, and its habits are quite those of M. ccirulescens. 

Gen. Poliohierax — Kaup. 

Nostrils perpendicular, oval, with no overhanging membrane or central 
tubercle; bare part of tarsus greater than outer toe and claw. 

63 . Poliohierax insignis, Wald. P. Z S. 1871, p. 627, a Ibis. 
1872* pp. 200-471 ; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. B . M. p- 370; Stray. F., vi. p. 2. 
Liihofalco field,mi, Hume, J. A. S. B . 1872, P- 70.—Fielden's Falconet. 

Adult Male.— Forehead, lores and feathers round the eye greyish white with 
dark snafts j rest of the top, back sides of the bead and upper back duty 
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wJuc, each feather with a linear dark shaft stripe; lower back, rump and 
upper tail coverts white; tail feathers black, tipped with white and with a few 
white spots, the remains of narrow .transverse bars, not very apparent on the 
central tail feathers ; quills blackish brown or black (the later secondaiies 
and tertianes more or less tinged slaty) with a few small white spots, most 
conspicuous on the outer webs of all but the first primary and numerous broad 
white bars on the inner webs ; chin, throat, and whole lower surface, including 
wing lining, white; some of the feathers of the throat with narrow, central 
brown shaft stripes and Those of the sides and upper abdomen \\ ith broad 
grey brown dashes; cere, orbits and feet yellow; bill leaden black, yellow 
at base. 


Male.—Length 10 '$ inches; wing 5-5 ; tail 5*8 ; tarsus 1*55 ; oilmen 0-85. 

The female is like the male, but distinguished by its bright ferruginous head 
and markings ; forehead, eyebrow, and sides of face ashy white with narrow 
linear black shaft stripes. 

Length —107 to 10*9 inches; wing 59 to 6; tail 5*8; tarsus 1*5 to r6. 

Hab— Pegu, Toonghoo, and Tennaserim. Capt. Fielden says it is common 
about Thayetmyo. Mr. Oates, (S. F. iii.), says, from the Irrawady to the sum¬ 
mit of the Pegu hills, also Arracan. 

According to Capt. Fielden’s observations its food consists of insects, with an 
occasional mouse, snake, or lizard. He adds that “ the ordinary note of this 
bird is like that of the white-eyed buzzard, but of course not so loud. 
During the pairing season, its call-note is a kind of whistling hoot, which 
appeared to me to resemble ‘ tooovey,’ the ‘ too,’ very much prolonged. I once 
saw a pair meet, when they uttered a succession of loud harsh screams which 
resembled the cries of a fiock of red-wattled plovers when disturbed, but 
before they rise. They pair about the last week in January. 1 found 
an unshelled egg in March (on dissection). I think I found an old nest in 
the fork of a tree as I shot a young bird a short distance off, but I only mention 
this as a help to others in looking for the nest. It resembled a small hawk 
eagle’s nest both in make and position. 

“ The habits of these birds are very peculiar, in something resembling those 
of the magpie. They perch exactly like a falcon ; but if they wish to move 
along a branch, they hop sideways, or if the branch is pretty upright, walk up 
it foot over foot, if I may use the expression, in the same manner as a Magpie. 
When at all alarmed they jerk their tail, and whpn much excited by the ap 
proach of any one, lower their heads exactly in the same way as some of the 
owlets. Altogether, when moving about the branches of a tiec, they might at 
a short distance be mistaken for a magpie, except for the shape ot the head. 
The ilight is also peculiar, a few tolerably rapid strokes ending, if I lemenibei 
rightly, in a slightly upward jerk, then a short ail through Oh air. and then 
a few more strokes, and so on. 
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have invariably found them on cleared ground in the middle of jungles, 


seated on trees, and once on a fallen hut. The exception to this being when 
I found them at a spot where several jungle roads meet and form an open 
space, or on low gravelly hills thinly covered with bushes, and an occasional 
tree. Their most favourite seat seems lobe a dead tree, barked by the Burmese, 
in the middle of one of their half-cleared cotton fields. I once saw a pair on 
a tree in a dry rice field, but on every other occasion the ground was covered 
partially with bushes, cotton plants, &c. I have found them from the level 
of the Irrawady to the highest cultivated patches in the hills about Thayetmyo. 
I have never seen one in a large open space or in thick jungle.” 


Gen. FalCQ. — Linn. 


Nostrils round with a central tubercle. First one or two quills notched 
internally, second quill longest; tarsus feathered at the knee; toes long, 
scutellated, 

G 4 . Falco communis, Gnu, S. N. p. 270; Less. Trait6, p. 88, 
pi. 16; Sharpe, Ann. N. II. xi. p. 222; id. Cat. Acc. B. M. p. 376. Falco 
peregrinus, Gmel. S. N., vol. i. p. 272 ; Jerdo?t 9 Birds of Indiay vol. i. 
p. 21; Ibis, 1 87 1 ; Gray, Cat. Br. Mas., p. 1 1 ; Hume, Rough Notes, vol. 
i. p. 49; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. Br. M., p. 376; Murray, Hdbk., Zool., &fc., 
Sind, p. 106. Bhyri (the female), Bhyri Bacha (the male). Hind. Falco 
atriceps, Hume, Ibis, 1869, p. 356 ; id. Rough Notes, 1 p. 58; id. Ibis , 1871, 
p. 24 ; Jerd- Ibis , 1872, p. 2. Falco Brookii, Sharpe, Ann. A 7 . II. (4) ii. 
pp, 20, 222, 1873. — The Peregrine Falcon. 

Adult Male. —Above bluish grey, paler on the rump and upper tail coverts, 
and barred with blackish. Head, neck, upper part of mantle and wing-coverts 
blackish, with grey barring, more or less indistinct on the latter. Cheeks, ear- 
coverts, and a short moustachial band blackish. Forehead, sides of neck, chin, 
throat, under surface of body and breast white, the latter with a tinge of pale 
fawn, as also the lower abdomen ; the chest with a few narrow black shaft- 
stripes almost disappearing in old individuals; abdomen with some small 
heart-shaped spots, some similar marks on the under-tail coverts also. Thighs 
transversely barred with narrow black lines. Quills brownish black, primaries 
slightly shaded with greyish, the secondaries clearer grey, crossed by dull 
blackish bars, the smaller median quills tipped white. Tail feathers greyish, 
broadly barred with black and tipped with white. Bill bluish, black at the tip ; 
cere, legs and feet yellow; claws black ; iris hazel-brown. 

Length. —15 to 16; inches culmen t’2 ; wing I2'2 to 12*7 ; tail 6*5. ( Adult 
f- ’utile, similar to the adult male, but larger. Length, 17m 19; inches, culmen 
t ‘35 » wing 14 5 ; tail 7*5; tarsus 2*3.) 
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The young bird is brown, all the feathers edged with pale buff shading 
into whitish ; under surface of the body whitish, the throat unspotted, all the 
rest of the feathers dark brown in the centre, lower flanks barred; head more 
edged with whitish; cheek stripe brown. Wings darker than the back; the 
inner webs spotted or barred with rufous. Tail feathers brown, broadly tipped 
with white; the outer web spotted and the inner one barred with pale rufous 
more or less distinct. 

Very widely distributed species. A winter visitant to India—Occurs in Sind? 
Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Rajpootana, Kuteh, Central and 
South India, Guzerat, Concans and Deccan, also Beloochistan, Persia, and S. 
Afghanistan, Rare in Pegu and Tennaserim. Has been found in Nepaul, 
and also in Ceylon. 

The peregrine is believed to breed below Ferozepoor along the banks of the 
Indus, but nothing certain is known. Mr. Ilume, in his “Rough Notes” men¬ 
tions having a nestling shot by a shikaree in the interior of the Himalayas, 
not far from Kotegarh. In Europe it builds on rocks and cliffs. Eggs 
2,3 or 4, of a light russet red colour marbled over with darker shades, patches, 
and streaks of the same. Nest composed of sticks, seaweed, hair, and other 
such materials. The flight of the peregrine is extremely rapid and by re¬ 
peated beatings of its wings. 150 miles an hour has been calculated as 
its rate of flight. It is much prized for its value in falconry on account of its 
courageous spirit and fearlessness. The food of the species consists principally 
of birds, such as seagulls, partridges, plovers, grouse and ducks; but it also feeds 
on hares, rats, See. It has frequently been known to stoop upon and cam- 
off game from before the sportsman. 

65 . Falco peregrinator, Sundev. Phys. Tidskr. Lund . 1837, p. 177, 
pi. 4; Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 19; id. Cat . Mam. and B. Nepal Hodgs. p. 44 ; 
Blyth, J.A. S. B. xix. p. 321 ; Jerd. B. Tnd. i. p. 25 ; Hume, Rough Notes, 
i- P- 557 ; Jerd. Ibis , 1878, p. 237; Sharpe, Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist. xi. 
p. 223, 1873 ; id. Cat. Acc . B. M. p. 382 ; Str. F . V. 500; id. vii. 423. 
Falco Shaheen, Jerd. Madr, Jouni. x. p. 81 ; id. Hi. hid. Orn. pis. xii. and 
xxvii. —The Shaheen Falcon. 

Adult. —Head, nape, neck, interscapulary region, cheek stripe and wing 
coverts deep black, the latter shaded with bluish grey ; lower back, rump and 
Upper tail coverts slaty or bright bluish grey, the latter with remains 01 or 
without obsolete blackish cross markings. Quills black, externally washed wirh 
greyish, the inner web with a few nearly obsolete rufous bars ; secondaries 
tipped with fulvous. Tail bluish grey, the tips tawny, the blackish bars nowhere 
distinct; chin, throat and upper breast white ; rest of under surface rufous, or 
tawny ferruginous; flanks, thighs and under tail coverts with a few spots or 
bars. Under wing coverts rufous with black bars. Cere yellow ; bill slaty 
blue black at tip; feet yellow ; iris deep brown. 
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inches ; wing 12-25 to 12*77; 


tail 6*5 
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to 68; tarsus 


Hab— The whole of India, the Himalayas, Nepaul, Ceylon, B. Burmah, 
Afghanistan, and extending into Western Asia. 


The Shaheen Falcon, like the Peregrine, is much prized in falconry. All the 
peculiarities which are sought for in the Peregrine are also exhibited in this 
species which is considered abetter bird. Its native habits have not been studied 
much. It however affects both rocky hills and forest land, and destroys much 
game. It has been found breeding in Central and Southern India during 
March and April, building on inaccessible cliffs. 


66 . Palco barbarus, Linn . Syst. Nat. i. p. 125 ; Salvin, Ibis , 1859 ; 
Heugl. Orn. Afrik . i. p. 21 ; Hume , Sir. F., i. p. 19; Saunders, P. Zool. 
Soc., 1872, p. 356; Sharpe , Cat . Acc. Br. Plus., p. 386; Murray, Zool., fyc., 
Sind , p. 107; id. Vert. Zool. Sind , p. 68. Falco pelegrinoides, Tem. pi. 
col. 479 ; Gray, Gen. B., i. page. 19.— The Barbary Falcon. 


The forehead presents a mixture of rufous and dull white. This part of 
the headjs encircled by a black (or dark slaty) horse-shoe shaped band, of 
which the lateral branches pass over the eyes, their extreme points joining in 
front of the eyes, the moustachial stripes, which extend along the sides of the 
neck. The occiput and nape are covered by a rufous half collar marked 
with three black spots, of which the centre one forms a band on the nape. The 
back and wings are a light bluish grey, with large spots and irregular bars of 
bluish black. 


The tail, which is a lighter grey than the back, is barred transversely with 
black bands, very narrow towards the bases of the feathers, but widening 
gradually towards their ends, the tips of which are white. The chest is pure 
isabelline. The flanks, vent and abdomen of the same colour, but the 
feathers bear very narrow longitudinal stride and little triangular black spots. 
The base of the beak is yellow, but the point blue. The cere and feet 
beautiful yellow, and the orbital skin orange. (Tem. Ex. S. F. 1 . 19 .) 

Length .—Female 15-5 inches; expanse 36*4; wing 11 *4 ; tail 6*4; tarsus 
r8. Male Length .—14 inches; wing io'8 ; tail 5 ; tarsus t*6. 

Hob .—Sind (winter visitant), Persia, Kutch, and the Cenlral Provinces. 
Sharpe, (Cat. Acc.) gives its range as N. and N.-E. Africa as well as Sene- 
gambia on the West Coast, ranging into N.-W. India and the Himalayas. 

67. Falco babylonicus, Gurney , Ibis, 1861, p. 218, pi. vii. ; Jerd. 
B. 0/ Ind ., vol. i. p. 32; Ibis, 1866, p.221 , Hume, Rough Notes , i. p. 79; 
Sharpe, Ibis, 1870 ; Cat. Acc. Br. Mas., p. 388; Sir. F., vii.p. 339; /Murray, 
ITdbk., Zool., Syc., Sind; id. V(rl. Zool . Sind, p. 67, —The Rejd-ueaded 
Tanner. 
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Young Male ,— Dark carthybrown, some of the feathers of the crown obscurely 
margined, the nape and hind neck mottled, the lower back and rump edged, 
and the upper tail-coverts barred with rufous. Tail dark brown, spotted 
on the outer web and banded on the inner one with rufous, the two centre 
feathers nearly obsoletely barred. Quills dark brown, barred with pale buff on 
the inner web ; the secondaries paler brown, edged and spotted on the outer 
web with rufous. Feathers under the eye and cheek stripe blackish brown. 
Sides of the face and car-coverts strongly tinged with rufous •, throat whitish ; 
rest of under surface earthy buff, with central dark brown streaks to the 
feathers inclining to bars on the vent and under tail coverts. Under wing 
coverts brown, spotted and barred with clear buff. Cere pale sea-green ; bill 
pale bluish-green, blackish on the culmen and tip ; feet bright yellow; iris 
dark brown. 


Length .—15-5 to 16 inches ; wing irS7 to i2tail; 6 to 6'6 ; tarsus 1*9. 

Adult Male .—Above bluish grey, the feathers with pale fulvescent margins, 
and having indistinct bars of darker grey; the lower back, rump and upper 
tail coverts paler and clearer blue grey, transversely barred with dark grey, the 
bars somewhat irregular and arrow-shaped on the upper tail coverts. Wing 
coverts con-colorous with the back, the greater series rather lighter grey. Quills 
brown, externally shaded with grey; the secondaries margined and broadly 
tipped with huffy white, and barred across with darker grey, the bars very 
distinct on the lower surface of the wing and especially numerous on the pri¬ 
maries. Tail grey, tipped with fulvous and crossed with nine or ten bars of 
darker grey, the light grey interspaces sometimes tinged with rufous, the lower 
surface of the tail whitish, the bars very distinct. Head and hind neck clear 
rufous, the crown more or less inclined to greyish black, of which colour many 
of the feathers are composed, having only a slight margin of rufous. A rufous 
half collar round the back of the neck, mottled somewhat with slaty. Sides of 
the face buffy white, tinged with rufous; the ear coverts streaked with brown, 
collecting on the checks and forming a distinct moustache. Throat pure 
white ,- chest also white, with a few narrow central streaks of brown; remain¬ 
der of under surface whitish, slightly tinged with butt' and numerously marked 
with arrow-head spots of brown in the centre of the body, and barred on the 
sides of the breast, flanks, and under wing coverts with the same colour. The 
bars on the thighs and under tail coverts narrower than on the greater scries 
of the under wing coverts. Cere, gape, orbits and feet bright yellow ; bill 
bluish, blackish at the tip ; iris deep brown. 


Length— 17*25 inches; wing 13; tail 7-25; tarsus 175. 

Hub .—The Punjab, Beloochistan and Persia, N.-W Provinces, Nepaul, 
N.-E. Africa, Mesopotamia, Central Asia. It is said to breed in Cashmere. 
A winter visitant. Not uncommon from November to February in Sind and 
Northern India. 
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^68. Falco juggur. J.E. Gray , 111 . bid. Orn . ii. pi. xx.; id. Cat. 
Mammals , <*«</ /;■ ds Nepaul ; Notes, vol. i. p. 70 ; Sir. F. vol. i. 

p. 152 ; Sharpe , CW. TLc. Br. vT//^., p. 393 ; Murray , 7 / 7 M., Z00/., $r., *S 7 ;/ 7 ,- 
77 . F*/7. Zool., Sind, p. 67. Falco luggur, Jerd. Madras Journ. x.p. 80 ; id. 
111 . Ind. Orn. pi. xliv. 1847. Lugger (female), Juggur (male), Hind.—T he 
Luggur. Falcon. 

Adult Male. —Above dusky ashy or slate colour; crown of head dull rufous 
with central ashy black striations. Lores, forehead, chin, throat and eyebrow 
white ; moustachial stripe black ; wing coverts con-colorous with the back, 
the carpal margin white. The breast white, with a few brown spots. Lower abdo¬ 
men, flanks, and thighs ashy brown. Tail clear ashy grey with pale rufous 
bars on the inner webs and a white tip. 

Length. — 15'5 to 17 inches; wing n*8; tail 7 ; tarsus 1*95; culmen 1. 
Female. — 17 to 19 inches; wing 13-6 to 15-5 ; tail 8 to 8-5 ; tarsus 1-95 to 2. 

Young , of a chocolate brown above and below ; wing coverts with rufous 
margins. Head yellowish-fawn or pale rufous. Forehead and eyebrow 
whitish. Chin and throat white. Under tail coverts dirty white with faint 
brown markings. 

The Luggur Falcon is the most common of the Lanncrs, and very generally 
distributed. It has been recorded from the whole of India; also from 
Beloochistan and Afghanistan. In the more moist climate, and wooded districts 
of Malabar, it is found, but not in any numbers. Jerdon remarks, that while 
the Byri prefers the sea-coast and the neighbourhood of lakes, rivers, and wet 
cultivation, and the Shaheen delights in hilly and wooded regions,the Luggur, 
on the contrary, frequents open, dry plains and the vicinity of cultivation. 
Il breeds during January, February and March, particularly in Sind, Punjab, and 
N.-W. Provinces ; also in the Deccan; but is partial, for this purpose, to a dry 
climate. The nest is placed cither on a high tree or on a rocky ledge, but in 
Sind almost always on ledges of high buildings and mosques or church steeples. 
The normal number of eggs is 4 ; five have, however, been occasionally found ; 
in colour reddish, brownish, or yellowish brown, thickly spotted and speckled all 
over with brick red or reddish brown. In size the) - vary from 1*85 to 2*15 in 
length and 1*4810 1*65 in breadth ; generally broad ovals, slightly pointed at 
one end, glossless, of a slightly chalky but compact texture. 

The Luggur Falcon preys chiefly on small birds, also field rats, for which it 
may be often seen hawking over plains infested by them. It is trained by 
natives to bring down water-birds of kinds, as, the herons generally, also part¬ 
ridges, floriken, quail and snipe, but at this latter it is not dexterous. Jerdon 
lias a footnote stating that it is also used to strike the Iloubara, Otis macqueeni 
and hares. 
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69 . Palco subbnteo, Linn. Syst. Nat. i. p. *27; Gould, B. Lin, 

1. pi.' 22; Blyth, Ibis, 1S63, p. 9. Hypotriorchis subbuleo, Bo if, Isis , 1S26, 
p. 976 ; Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 20 ; Jerdr. B. Ind. i. p. 33 > ^°' *35 Name, Rough 
Notes, i. p. S5 5 id. Stray F. ix. 282—The Hobby. 

Adah Male ,—Top of head, back, scapulars and wing-coverts bluish black, 
the latter sometimes tinged with rusty ; lower back and rump clear slat} gre>. 
Forehead and eyebrow, whitish ; nape tinged with rufous, forming two indis¬ 
tinct rufous spots. Lores, cheek Stripe, feathers below the eye and ear-co\eits 
black. Throat and sides of the neck, creamy white, tinged with rufous, the 
breast and abdomen the same, streaked mesially with dark brown, narrow on 
the centre of the abdomen, and wider on the ilanks ; vent, under tail counts 
and thigh coverts rich ferruginous. Under wing coverts huffy white with 
some transverse dark bars. Quills blackish, barred internally with rufous. 
Tail dark slaty or slaty grey, barred on their inner webs with rufous, and tipped 
with whitish. 




Length . — n to 11 *5 inches; wing 9*5 to 9*6 ; tail 5*5; tarsus t'25. Females 
arc larger. Length — 13*5 ; wing 10*6 ; tail 6*5 ; tarsus 1*4. 

The young bird is dark or grey brown above, the feathers edged with 
fulvous. Cheek stripe darker. Forehead and superciliary fulvous white; 
sides of the neck, nape, throat, and under surface creamy buff; lower abdo¬ 
men and thigh coverts with a rufous tinge, and streaked mesially with brown. 
These streaks arc rather broad and distinct on the breast, and long and narrow 
on the under tail coverts. Wings and tail as in the adult—black, and banded 
with rufous. 

Hab .—The whole of Europe and Northern Asia, extending to India and 
North China, and migrating in winter to South Africa (Sharpe). It has also 
been found in Nepaul and Darjeeling, also in Kumaon, Oudh, Dhqrmsala, 
between Mussooric and Gangootri, Northern Guzcrat, Kutch, and Jordon killed 
one at Jaulnah. In Sind it was obtained by Mr. S. Doig at Ilydrabad in the 
month of June. 

The Hobby is a winter visitant. Nothing is known of its breeding habits in 
India. Mr. Hume says, although common enough in some parts of the 
Himalayas, it is a rare visitant and if it breeds anywhere within our limits, it 
would probably be in the higher ranges of the hills. Prom Kumaon, Mr. R. 
Thompson, writing to Mr. Hume in September, says he saw flocks of the Hobby 
hunting about for insects which appear to be its food. Snipe, plovers, 
swallows and sandpipers, it is also very partial to. The nest of the Hobby 
which is built of sticks and lined with moss or hair is usually placed in the top¬ 
most branches of trees in forests. Eggs 2 to 4 in number, short and oval, <>1 a 
dingy white or bluish while ground colour, much speckled all over with reddish 
or yellowish brown. 

10 




misT/f,, 



FALCONING. 

t). Falco severus, Horsf.Tr. Lin. Socy. xiii. p. 135; JRlyth, Ibis , 
1863, p. 8. Hypotriorchis severus. Gray , Gen. B i. p. 20 ; . 7 ^. i?. /;/</. i. 
p. 34 ; No. 14 ; Hume, Rough Notes , i. p. 87 ; Sharpe , Ca/. i?. iJ/. p. 397 ; 
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Stray F. iv. p. 354; and pp. 533 - 5 *—'The Indian Hobby. 

Adult .—Dark slaty blue above, black on the cheeks and ears ; beneath deep 
rusty red, unspotted. Cere, orbital skin, and legs reddish yellow; bill plumbeous. 

Length . —Male, 10*5 inches ; wing 9 ; tail 4-5 . 

Mr. Sharpe {Cat. Acc.) describes an adult female. Above black, with a 
slight slaty grey shade, more distinct on the lower back, rump and tail, the 
bars on the latter obsolete; head, cheek and ear coverts black. Under surface 
of body, bright chestnut; throat and sides of neck creamy white, the latter 
with a. slight wash of chestnut. Under wing coverts bright chestnut, some of 
the lower ones barred with black. Primaries black with a few rufous bars 
near the base. Cere, orbits and feet yellow; bill bluish black, yellow at 
base ; iris dark brown. 

Length. —13*5 inches ; wing 8’5 to 875 ; tail 4*5 to 4.62 ; tarsus 1.15. 

Hab. —Northern and Southern India; Nilgherries, Travancore Hills, 
Barrackpore ; the lower ranges of KumaOn and Gurhwal and the Himalayas 
generally. Out of India proper, Mr. Sharpe gives the Indo-Malayan sub- 
region and Nepaul. Supposed to breed in the dense forests of Gurhwal. 

71* Falco clliquera, Baud Traite , ii. p. 121; Blylh, Cat. Mus. As. 
Socy . Beng. p. i4; Sharpe , Cat. Acc . Br. Mus. p. 403. Hypotriorchis chiquera, 
Gray, Gen. B. i. p 20 ; Jerdon, B. Jnd. i, p. 36, No. 16 ; Murray , J/dbk. 
Zool. t fyc., Sind , p. 108. Chiquera typus, Bp. Rev. Mag. de. Zool. p. 536, 
1854; Hume , Sir. F., i. p. 157. Lithofalco chiquera, Hume , Rough Notes, 
i. p. 91 ; Anderson, P. Z. S. 1871, p. 681. The Turrumti, Hind.— The Red- 
headed Merlin. 


Adult Male. —Crown, nape, back, and sides of the neck chestnut; fore¬ 
head white ; sides of the face, chin, throat and neck white, except a faint, short, 
moustachial stripe. Eyebrow and a narrow streak below the eye, black; 
back, scapulars, tertiaries, wing and primary coverts and secondaries slaty blue, 
the feathers with dark shafts and barred with dark brown. Primaries dark or 
blackish brown, their inner webs barred with white. Under wing coverts 
white, barred with blackish brown; breast white, some of the feathers with 
dark shaft-streaks ; rest of under surface white, barred transversely with black. 
Tail like the back, the feathers barred with black, tipped white and with a 
broad subterminal black band. Cere, orbits and feet yellow. Claws black; 
bill greenish yellow at base, black at the tip ; irides light brown. 

Length .— 11*5 to 12 inches; wing 8*25; tail 475 to 6; tarsus 1*5; 
culmen 0*85. 

The adult female is similar to the male, hut larger. Length .—13 inches ; 
v/ ing 9; tail 6*5; tarsus 1*5 to 1*55. 
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//ad. —Sind, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Bengal, Ncpaul, Kutch, Kattiawar, 
Jodhpore, N. Guzerat, and throughout the Indian Peninsula; also Beioochis- 
tan, Persia and Afghanistan. 

Affects open country in the vicinity of cultivation. It is said to be easily 
reclaimed and flown at partridges and quails, which it pursues very persever- 
ingly. Like the European sparrow-hawk, it is a very courageous bird, and 
the propensity of attacking larger birds of prey than itself seems to be more 
developed. Jerdon says it even drives away the Wokhab (.Aquila fulvescens) 
from the vicinity of its nest or perch. Breeds in February, March, April and 
May, nearly everywhere on trees ; nest fixed in a fork near the top. Eggs 3—4 
in number, variable in shape; in color, they are pale yellowish brown, with 
fiom, a few reddish brown specks to a nearly uniform dark brownish red 
obscurely mottled and blotched with a somewhat purer and darker. Size r6 
to 175 in length, and 1*25 to 1-32 in breadth. 

72. Palco rGglllnS, Pall Peis. Puss. Reiclis II. Anhang , p.707 : Gmel 
Sysl. Nat i. p. 285 ; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. Br. A/us., p. 406. Falco *salon* 
CtneL Sysl. Nat. i. p. 284; Heugl. Orn. N. O. Africa . Hypotriorchis assalo n, 
Gray, Gen. B. i. p 20, Jerd. B. of hid. vol. i. p. 35, No. 15. Lithofaleo 
aesalon, Hume, Rough Notes , i. p. 89; Jerd. Ibis. 1S71, p. 242; Murray , 
Hdbk., Zool. , 8pc., Sind, p. 108. —The Merlin. 

Adult.— Above clear slaty blue, paler on the rump and upper tail coverts, 
the black shafts on all the feathers distinctly indicated. Head dark slaty, 
with broad shaft-stripes ; forehead, lores and sides of the face whitish, the 
feathers with dark mesial streaks. Eyebrow and nape strongly mixed with 
rufous. Ear coverts tinged with grey on the hinder part; chin and throat pure 
white. Sides of the neck and entire under parts white, washed with rufous, 
the feathers dark shafted ; under wing coverts white, spotted and barred with 
black. Quills black, the inner web barred with greyish white and the outer 
washed with bluish grey near the base. Inner secondaries concolorous with 
the back, dark shafted. Tail slaty blue, tipped with white, with a broad sub¬ 
terminal black band. Cere yellow; bill bluish horn colour, darker at the tips; 
feet yellow ; iris daFk brown. 

Length, Male, 10 to 11*25 inches; wings 7*75 to 8; tail 4-5 to 5 ; tarsus 
1*45. Female browner in color, under surface less rufous. Length. —12 to 13 
inches. 

The young bird is like the adult female in colour, but tinged grey, with dark 
shafts and rufous edges to the feathers; the head rufous, with dark streaks 
the tail ashy brown, barred with rufous and with a white tip. 

Hab.— Sind, Kutch, Punjab, Bcloochistan, and Afghanistan. The whole of 
Europe and Northern Asia, extending into India and China. 
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The Merlin is a winter visitant and is chiefly found in Sind, Punjab and 
the N.-W. Provinces, also in Beloochistan and Southern Afghanistan. Out¬ 
side of these limits, it is recorded from all over Europe, Malta, Egypt, Lower 
Palestine and according to Swinhoe in Pekin, Amoy and Foochow. 


Mr. Plume says it is commonly captured about Umritsur and sold by 
native huntsmen. It comes down in some numbers into the Peshawar 
Valley, and is always to be met with early in the year in the salt range. Pie 
adds that it is therefore probable that it breeds in Cashmere and the neigh¬ 
bouring regions of the Himalayas, but of this there is nothing known for 
certain. The nest in England is generally built on the ground, and the eggs 
are laid in them. On the Continent the Merlin is said to breed on tree's. 
The eggs are 3 or 4, in number; Bewick says sometimes $ or 6 (?), bluish 
white blotched at the larger end with reddish brown or greenish brown, and 
sometimes of a deep dingy red; in shape a broad oval, slightly compressed 
towards one end about r6 X 1*25 inches in breadth. 


I he Merlin Hies low, and does not often mount above its prey, which is 
generally birds, as partridges, pigeons, plovers, &c. Snipe and Sandpipers are 
chased to the edge of the water and arc seldom missed. 


Gen. Hierofalco.— 

Outer and inner toes, (measured without claws) about equal in length. 
Distance between tips of primaries and tips of secondaries about equal to or 
Jess than hall the length of tail ; tarsus finely reticulate in front and not twice 
the length of mid-toe; nostrils round with distinct central tubercle. 

73. Hierofaloo saker, Briss. Orn. i. p. 337 : Sharpe, Cat Acc. B. M. 
p. 417. Falco sacer, Gm. Syst. Nat. i. p. 273; Bree , B. Bur. \. p. 31. 
Jerd. B. Bid. i. p. 29, No. 10; IJume, Sir. F. i.p. 152; Hume , Rough Notes , 
i. p. 62; Murray, Handbook , Zool. &c ., Sind ; id. Vert. Zool. Sind pi 66. 
Falco lanarius, Pall. Zoog, Rosso, As.-I p. 330; Gould, B. Fur. i. pi. 20. 
Fako Heudersoni, Hume, Ibis. 1S71, p.407; id. and Henderson, Lahore to 
Yarkand , p. 171.—The Ciierrug Falcon. 

Adult Male .—Above pale earthy or slaty brown, all the feathers margined 
with rufous. Head pale rufous, reddish ash or bleached nearly white • the 
feathers with narrow mesial streaks. Chin, throat, abdomen, and under tail 
coverts white; cheek stripe indistinct; breast and lower parts white, with 
oblung slaty spots,.more thickly on the breast and Hanks; quills brown 
deeply indented with white or rufous-white notches or bars, less in number on 
the secondaries; tail pale brown, barred with whitish on the inner web, and 
ovally spotted on the outer. Thighs streaked with brown. Under win- 
coverts and axillarics white, streaked with brown; cere greenish white; orbits, 
and feet yellow. 
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Length .—18 lo iS'5 inches; wing 12-5 to 13-2; tail 7’3 to 7‘S i culmen V2 
tarsus 2. Female, 20 to 24 inches; wing 14 to IS'S; culmen 1*3; tail 9 S 
tarsus 2*1. 


Hab — The whole continent of India from Cape Comorin to the Himalayas 
(Bengal, Sind, Punjab, N. W. Provinces and Kutch), affecting^ open plains. 
Outside of India it is found in Asia Minor, Egypt, Nepaul and Yarkand. 


It is not common in Sind, and occurs during winter only, arriving at the 
same time as F. peregrinus , but of its departure nothing is on record. All 
specimens obtained in Sind are in the young or immature phase, with the 
upper parts brown, the head a yellowish white colour, and the body beneath 
brown. Nothing is known of the breeding of the Cherrug within Indian 
limits. In “ Rough Notes” Mr. Hume says the Ameer of Kabool mentioned 
that the birds he had, bred in Afghanistan. Eggs arc said to be 4 in number, 
of a slightly elongated oval form, and varying in color and markings from a 
light red to dirty reddish white with spots and blotches of brighter red. dhc 
Cherrug is trained to strike at Cranes, Bustards and other large game. 

/fab .— The whole of Europe and North Asia; the Indian Peninsula as a 
winter visitant; N. E. and South Africa, Sind, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, 
Oudh, Bengal, Kutch, Kattiawar, and along the Western Coast ; Central and 
Southern India to Nepaul; also Beloochistan, Persia, Afghanistan, and Eastern 
Turkestan. 

A very useful bird to cultivators, preying only, as it does, chiefly on held- 
mice, which arc its favourite diet. 


74. Cerchneis tinnuncula, Boie, /sis, 1828, p. 314; Sharpe, Cat. 
Acc. B . M. p. 425. Tinnunculus alaudarius, Gray, Gen. Bird , i. p. 21 ; 
Jerd. B. hid . i. p. 38, No. 17; Blyth, Ibis , 1863; Ilume, Rough A >.v.v. 
p. 96; Murray , Hdbk., Zool, 8 pc., Sind , p. 108. (Narzi, the female; 
Narzandk , the male, Blind.) — The Kestrel. 

fiduh Male .—Forehead buffy white ; crown of the head, nape, neck behind 
and on the sides, blue grey, the feathers with narrow dark shaft-stripes. 
Eyebrow buffy white; sides of the face, except a dark moustachial stripe, 
silvery white; chin and throat, also the under tail coverts, unspotted'buff. 
Upper back, scapulars, tertiaries and wing coverts, brick-red or vinaceous, the 
feathers with a subterminal heart-shaped black spot, larger on the tertiaries. 
Primaries and their coverts, and secondaries dark brown, the primary coverts 
margined with rufous; outer secondaries narrowly edged and tipped with 
fulvous or buffy white, and the primaries barred on theii inner webs with 
white ; the inner primaries with bars of a rufescent hue. Lower back, rump., 
uppe/tail coverts and tail blue grey, the tail with a broad subterminal black 
band and tipped with white; breast, abdomen and flanks, rufous fawn, the 
feathers on the breast, and flanks with mesial dark streaks, which lake an oval 
shape lower down. Thigh coverts unspotted rufous fawn. Under wing 
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white, with a huffy tinge, 
the tip and yellowish at the base. 


and spotted black. Bill bluish-horn, black at 
Cere, orbits and legs yellow. Irides brown. 


Length. —12*5 to 13 inches; wing 9-5 to 10; tail 6-5 to 67; culinen 175 ; 
tarsus i*6. 


The adult female is less rufous in colour above, and with the subterminal 
spots wider and forming bands. Head rufous with longitudinal streaks. 
Tail rufous, banded with dark brown, tipped with white and with a subter¬ 
minal black band as in the male. 


75 . Cerchneis naumanni, Fleisch in Fischer , Jahrg . 1818 (teste 
Naumann ; Sharpe , Cat. Acc. B • M. p. 435 ; Str. F. vii. 331 j id. ix. p. 236, 
371. Falco tinnunculoides, Tem. Man. d'Orn. i. p. 30; Gould, B. Fur. 
i. pi. 27 ; Bree , B. Fur. i. p. 48. Falco cenchris, Cuv. Regn. An. i. p 322 ; 
Sharpe and Dresser B. Eur. pt. 3. (1871). Tinnunculus cenchris, Bp. Cat . 
Met. Ucc. Eur. pt. 21 ; Tristram , Ibis. 1865, p. 259 .— Naumann’s Kestrel. 

Adult Male. —Head, hind neck, lower back, rump, upper tail coverts and 
tail blue grey, the latter tipped with white, and with a black subterminal 
band ; lores and a few streaks on the cheeks whitish. Upper surface of body 
rich cinnamon rufous, also the lesser and median wing coverts, a few of the 
outer ones of the latter series washed with blue grey; greater coverts and 
inner secondaries blue grey washed with rufous externally ; primaries dark 
brown ; throat deep fulvous white ; breast pale cinnamon or vinous with a 
few blackish spots, which become larger on the sides of the body; thighs 
unspotted pale rufous ; abdomen and under tail coverts yellowish white; 
under wing coverts white, with a few tiny oval spots, larger on the axillaries; 
bill lightish blue, yellow at base and blackish at tip. Cere, orbits and feet 
beautiful yellow, the claws generally white ; iris dark brown. 

Length.—12-5 inches ; culmen 075 } wing 9*1; tail 6, tarsus 1*2. 

The Adult Female is dissimilar to the Male. Tawny rufous above with 
transverse bars of blackish brown, narrower and more obscure on the lower 
back, rump, and upper tail coverts, the latter of which are strongly inclined to 
grey ; tail rufous, barred with black, with a broad black subterminal band and 
tipped with whitish. Head and neck rather pale rufous, the former broadly, 
and the latter narrowly streaked with blackish shaft stripes; forehead and a 
distinct eyebrow whitish; cheeks and ear coverts silvery white with narrow 
black shaft streaks. Primaries dark brown, barred on the inner web with 
rufous ; secondaries like the back, outer ones narrowly margined with white at 
the tip; throat, vent and under tail coverts unspotted fulvous white; breast in¬ 
clining to rufous fawn, all the feathers mesially streaked with blackish, 
broader on the flanks and tiny on the thighs, which are also rufous. 

Length.— 12*5 inches ; culmen 07; wing 9‘3 tail 5 9; tarsus 1-2. (Sharpe). 

Hab.' —South and South-Eastern Europe, migrating to S. Africa and India, 
during winter. Recorded from the Concan, Deccan, South India and Nepaul 
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76* Cerchneis pekinensis, Swinh. P. Z. S. 1870, pp. 442, 44 8 ; 
Sharp?) Cat* Ate. B . M. p 437. Erythropus cenchris, Jcrd B. Bid. i. p. 40, 
No. 18; Hume , Rough Notes, i. p. 1(13.— The Lesser Kestrel. 

Adult Male. — Similar to C. Naumanni, but darker and more vinous red 
above; below darker colored and unspotted. Wing coverts entirely blue grey, 
the innermost washed with rufous. (Sharpe). 

Length ,—Male 12 inches ; wing 9*6 ; tail 5*8 j tarsus I*45 5 bill 0*8. The 
female is larger and Mr. Hume’s measurements of one from Coimbatoor, are 
as follows: Length, 13 inches; wing 975 ; tail 675; tarsus r8i. Bill from 
gape 088. Bill plumbeous, dark at the tips. 

Hah .—South and South-East Europe; North Africa, Abyssinia, the Hima¬ 
layas; (Nepaul;) Umballa, and Delhi (Punjab and N.-W. Provinces) Oudh, 
Bengal, the Concan, Deccan and South India; also N.-E. Cachar. 

Nothing is known of the breeding of this species in India, beyond what 
Dr. Jerdon mentions of his having found it breeding on the cliffs of the 
Neilgherries in May and June. In the Ibis for 1865, Mr. Tristram 
gives a full account of its nidification in Palestine. According to him, it breeds 
in communities, usually in narrow fissures of rocks or crevices of ruins ; 
the Common Kestrel too breeding in the same place. Although closely 
allied, the eggs of both species are not difficult to discriminate. There is 
no regular nest and the eggs, 4 in number, are placed in a depression in the 
bare wall, amongst bits of lime with the hard parts of Coleopterous and other 
insects, which form the food of this species. The eggs, by Degland’s account, 
quoted by Bree, are very short, smaller than those of the Common Kestrel, of 
a mingled reddish white color, with a great number of minute spots of a 
brick red, together and mixed with small brown spots. The figure by Bree 
measures according to the drawing 1*42 by 1*17 inches. 

77. Cerchneis ainurensis, Homey , J. F. 0 . 1868, p. 251 • Sharpe, 
Cat . Acc. B. M. p. 445. Erythropus amurensis, Gurney , Ibis. 1868, p. 2 qi. 
Erythropus Vespertinus, Swinh.Ibis. 1861, pp. 253,327 ; Jcrd. B. Bid. i. p. 40. 
No. 19.; Hume, Rough Notes, i. p. 106; Jerd. Ibis. 1871, p. 243. Hypotriorchis 
concolor, Gurney, Ibis . 1866, p. 127.—The Red Legged Hobby. 

Adult Male .—Above leaden black, paler on the lower back and secondaries • 
greater wing-coverts and primaries washed externally with silvery grey; tail 
greyish black above, paler below ; under surface of body pale grey; lower 
abdomen, thighs, vent and under tail coverts bright chestnut; under wing- 
coverts and axillaries pure white. Cere, orbits and feet dark orange; claws 
whitish; bill yellowish horn color, blackish at tip; iris hazel. 

Length. —97 inches; culmen 075 ; wing 9 ; tail 5*3; tarsus 1*15. 

Adult female, is dull leaden grey above, darker on the interscapulary region, 
clearer on the scapulars, lower back and rump, all the feathers crossed by 
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indistinct bars of black; tail bluish grey crossed by a broad subtefminal and 
other narrow bars of black. Quills brownish black, externally washed with grey 
and barred with white about half way up the inner web ; crown of the head, 
lores, feathers round the eye, and a slight moustachial streak dull blackish ; 
sides of the face, neck and throat unspotted creamy white, also the breast; 
the latter with mesial streaks of black on each feather; flanks barred ; 
thighs, vent and under tail-coverts pale rufous. Under wing-coverts white 
with black spots. 

Length.— 10*5 inches ; culmen 075 ; wing 9*5, tail 5*3 ; tarsus ri. 

Bab. —Mr. Sharpe gives, Amoof Land, N. China, Nepaul, E. Coast of Africa 
and Natal. It migrates during winter to India, and has been found in the 
Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Central India, the Concan, Deccan, and also in 
N.-E. Cachar and British Burmah. 

'Its habits are quite like those of the Lesser Kestrel, building in communities 
and hunting in company for grass-hoppers' and other insects. 


SUB -ORDER,-PANDIONES. 

Outer toe reversible ; toes devoid of feathers; eyes lateral; no facial disk; 
plumage close and compact. Nostrils not concealed by bristles. 

Gen. Pandion.— Savigny. 

Bill short rounded above and curved from the cere. Upper mandible 
with a slight festoon. Nostrils small, obliquely transverse; wing lengthened ; 
second quill longest; distance between tips of primaries and secondaries 
greater than length of tarsus; legs naked ; tarsi with reticulate scales. 

78 . Pandion haliaetus, Lin. Syst. Nat. i. p. 129; Sharpe, Cat. Acc. 
B. M. i. p. 450 ; Less. Man. d*Ornithology , i. p. 86 ; Sw. and Rich . Faun . 
Bor. Am. Birds, p. 20 ; Gould. Birds of E-ur. pi. 12; Bp. Consp. i. 16; jferd. 
B. Ind. i. p. 80, No. 40; Hume , Rough Notes , i. p. 234 ; id. Stray Feathers , 
i. p. 159; Blan/ord, Easln. Persia, p. 114; Murray , Hdbk., Zool. A Sgc., Sind , 
p, 110 ; id. Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 81 ; Shelley, B. Egypt, p. 203. Pandion 
indicus, Jiodgs in Grays Zool . Mi sc. p. 81. Mucha.Mar, Sind; Much 
Mur rung. Hind.—The Osprf.y. 

Head and nape white, the feathers of the forehead and crown with dark 
brown stripes ; a dark brown streak from the eyes over the ears ; upper 
plumage rich hair brown; quills blackish; tail pale brown with dark bars, 
whitish on the inner.web ; beneath pure white with some brown spots on the 
breast, longitudinal in youth, broader in advancing age, and tending to coa¬ 
lesce in the fully adult; irides bright yellow ; legs and feet plumbeous 
yellow. 

Length— 0 \ a female 26 inches; wing 20; tail 9; tarsus 2*4 ; bill black. 
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Jiab % Sind, Beloochistan, and Persia; also the Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, 
Bengal, British Burmah, Nepaul, ICutch, ICattiawar, Concan and Deccan, and 
nearly throughout the Indian Peninsula in suitable localities. Occurs also 
all over Europe and Africa, N. and S. America, China and Japan. Very 
widely distributed. Most abundant along the coasts, large rivers and lakes. 
In Sind it is a winter visitant. 

Mr. Sharpe (Cal. Acc. p. 450) remarks that ££ Ospreys seem to get whiter on 
the head with age; the mottling on the breast is strongly 'marked in all old 
birds, and that the tail becomes more uniform brown with age, so that a 
strongly barred tail is a sure sign of immaturity/ ; 

It is believed the Osprey breeds in the Valley of Kumaon, where Mr. Hume 
saw the nest of one, and Mr. Thompson believes it breeds on the Ganges 
above Hurdwar. Nothing certain is however known. In the British Isles 
it is said to make a large nest either on trees, on rocks, or about old ruins 
near large pieces of water, and to lay 2 or 3 eggs, oval in form, and typically 
have a white ground, here and there clouded with pale purple and very richly 
blotched and streaked, most densely towards the large end with deep red, 
becoming in its intensity almost black.—Size 2-52 X 1-89 to 1*93. 

Gen. Polioaetus.— Kaup. 

Tarsus feathered in front for one-third its length, scutellate in front. 
Distance between tips of primaries and secondaries less than length of tarsus. 

79. Polioaetus iclithyaetus, Hors/. 7 'r. Linn. Socy xiii. p. 136; 
Sharpe , Cal. Arc., p. 453; Kaup. Conlr. Orn. 1850, p. 73; Jtrd. JS.Jnd. i. 
p. 81 ; Hume, Rough Holes , ii. p. 1. Haliaetus plumbous, Hoags. J. A. S. £., 
vi. p. 3G7. —The Eastern White-tailed Eagle. 

Adult Male. Head and neck all round ashy grey ; breast a little lighter brown 
than the back; wings darker; primaries blackish. Under surface of wing leaden 
brown with a whitish spot at the base of the primaries ; tail white with a termi¬ 
nal bar of brown. Abdomen, vent, thighs, lower flanks and under tail coverts 
white, under wing coverts ashy brown. Cere and bill blackish; feet dirty 
yellowish white ; iris brown. 

Length.— 26 inches; wing 18; tail 10; tarsus 375 oilmen 2-3. 

Adult female.— Similar, but larger. Length.— 29 inches, with a wing of 
20*4, and tarsus 3-9. 

lhe young bird is lighter brown above. Ali ihe feathers edged and tipped 
with whitish; feathers beneath pale reddish brown, with mesial .pale streaks • 
thighs white, mottled with reddish brown ; quills as in the male with a larger 
white basal patch below; tail fulvous brown, molded with dark brown tin 
uniform dark brown, forming a distinct band. 

11 
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Punjab. N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Rajpootana, Central India/ 
the Southern Mahratta country (Dharwar), Central Provinces, Kutch, the 
Concans and British Burmah, extending to Nepaul and Assam. Breeds in 
January to as late as April, chiefly in the N.-W- Provinces and Bengal (although 
it may be found breeding in other parts of India), building a nest of stout sticks 
on high trees on the bank of some river or in the proximity of some 
considerable piece of water. The nest is usually lined with some soft material 
as grass, weeds and green leaves; this latter is generally the uppermost layer 
on which the eggs are laid. Eggs normally three in number, a broad and 
perfect oval in shape; texture rough and pitted, and with a slight gloss, 
and unspotted white.—272 to 2*8 inches in length, and from 2*1 to 2-15 in' 
breadth. 

80 . Polioaetus liumilis, Mull and Schleg. Verz. Nat. Gesch. Zool. 
Aves. p. 47 pl. 6 ; Kaup. Conlr. Oru, 1850, p. 73 ; Wall. Ibis. 1868, p. 14 ; 
Walden. Tr. Z. S. viii. p. 35; Sharpe , Cat. Acer. p. 454. Ichthyaetus 
nanus, Illy. J. A. S. 13 . xi. p. 202. Pandion humilis. Gray, Gen. 13 . \. 
p. 17; BlytK Ibis . 1866, p. 244; Sir. F. v* p. 130; id. ix. 244.—The 
Lesser Sea Eagle. 

Adult female .— Above ashy brown ; the back and wings darker and more 
chocolate brown; the feathers of the crown and hind neck slightly fulvescent 
towards their tips; lores and an indistinct eyebrow whitish; cheeks, throat, 
breast and under wing coverts entirely ashy brown ; a few whitish streaks on 
the throat and forepart of cheeks ; lower abdomen, thighs, vent, and under tail 
coverts white ; primaries black, whitish at base of inner web ; secondaries brawn 
like the back; tail pale brown at base, gradually becoming darker brown to¬ 
wards the tip which is white ; bill and cere dusky lead colour ; feet pale bluish 
white ; iris light yellow. 

length. — 23 inches ; wing 6*2; tail 8*8 ; tarsus 2.85 ; culmen 2*05. 

The young is brown with large fulvous tippings to the feathers. Length . — 
.3.5. 

Hub.'— From Assam, down the Malayan Peninsula, to Sumatra and Celebes* 

Found in N.-E. Cachar ; also Bengal. 

SUB-ORDER— STRIGES 

or 

Nocturnal Birds of Prey. 

Head large, eyes surrounded with a circle of radiating feathers forming 
a facial disk and directed forwards; ears large. Nostrils generally hidden 
b) >tiff bristles; feet generally feathered to the toes ; outer toe reversible; tibia 
inure than double the length of tarsus; plumage :>oft and fluffy. 
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KETUPA. 

Family.—BUBONID/E. 

Hinder margin of sternum with two or more distinct fissures or clefts; 
furcula free, not attached to keel of sternum ; inner margin of claw of mid¬ 
dle toe not serrated ; mid toe longer than the inner one. 

Sub—Fam.j BUBON 1 N 7 E,— Eagle and Scops Owls. 

Ear conch not larger than the eye, and without an operculum. 

Gen. Ketupa.— Lesson. 

Bill long, strong, straight at base, moderately compressed and hooked. 
Wings do not reach the end of the tail; tarsi naked, reticulate; soles of feet with 
tiny prickles ; ear-tufts large. 

81. Ketupa ceylonensis, Gmel. Sys. Nat . i. p. 2S7 ; Gray, Gen. 
Birds, i. p. 38; Jerd. Birds of Ind. i. p. 133, No. 72 ; Hume , Rough 
Notes, ii. p. 379 ; Sir . F. i. p. 341, ii. p. 469 ; Sharpe, Cat. Singes, p. 4 ; 
Murray lidbk., Zoo!., §‘C., Sind, p. 1 19; id. Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 92.—The 
Brown Fish-Owl. 

Adult. — Above fawn-brown, the feathers broadly centred black and mottled 
brown and fulvous on both webs. Feathers of the hind neck thinly barred 
with brown; the ear tufts with dark central longitudinal streaks. Quills 
dark brown, the primaries tipped and spotted on the outer web with creamy 
buff, the same spots on the inner webs, being dull fawn-brown; secondaries 
dark brown, with less distinct spots and bars, and more mottled with brown. 
Tail brown with a fulvous tip, and 3 or 4 pale fulvous bands. Chin and 
throat white streaked with dark brown. Loreal plumes whitish ; under surface 
of body fulvous-fawn or vinaccous-rusty, all the feathers mesially streaked 
with broad black centres and with wavy bars. Disk rusty with dark brown 
stripes; cere greenish grey. Bill pale horny yellow. Legs and feet dusky 
yellow. Irides bright yellow. 

Length .—21 to 24 inches; wing 16*25; tail 8 ; tarsus 2*65. 

Hah. —India, Ceylon, Assam and Tenasserim. I have had it at KhandalTa 
and Poona in the Deccan. At Madras it is not uncommon, as also in 
Nepaul and Behar, Sind, Beloochistan, Afghanistan, N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, 
Bengal, Punjab; also Rajpootana (scarce) Central India, the Central Provinces, 
Concan, Deccan, South India, British Burmah and Nepaul. There is vo 
record of its occurrence in Kutch and Guzerat. 

Breeds throughout India from December to March or April, making its 
nest on a shelf of rock, clay cliffs, or high banks near water. Normally this 
species lays two eggs, very perfect broad ovals, white, with in most specimens 
the faintest possible creamy tinge. The shell is close-grained, and com¬ 
pact, freely pitted over its surface, but more or less glossy. In size they vaiy 
from 2*29 to 2*44 in length, and from 184 to 1*94 in breadth. In Sind it 
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cts the forests and breeds in holes of decayed trees. Of its food it is not 
particular. Fish, young birds, quails and partridges, it is quite partial 

82 . Ketupa Javanensis, Less . Traile , p. U4; Gray , Gen. B. i. 
p. 38 ; Blyth, Cat . B. Mas. A. S. B. p. 37 ; Wall. Ibis. 1868, p. 65. Hume , 
Rough Notes , ii. p. 384; Sharpe , S/rigcs, p. 8. Bubo Ketupa, Kaup. 
Tr* Z. S. iv. p. 2,\2 . — The Malayan Fisii Owl* 


General colour a somewhat orange, light rufous, or bright rufous buff, the 
lower parts with long blackish brown central stripes ; throat pure white ; the 
head, aigrets and back of neck similarly marked to the breast, but the stripes 
broader and closer set ; the back, scapulars and wing coverts with broad very 
closely set, imperfect transverse black or blackish brown bars. The quills 
and tail feathers blackish brown, intersected at wide intervals by somewhat 
narrow rufous yellow bars, and all tipped whitish. Face reddish buff, the 
feathers dark shafted, and at the sides of the disk tipped with blackish brown. 

Length .—16 to 20 inches; wing 13 to 13-2; tail 6*5; tarsus 2*45; 
culmen 2*1. Auricular tufts 2*0, auriculars pale tawny, streaked with black. 

Hab. Burmah, Siam, and the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra, Java, and 
Borneo. Common in the Irrawady Delta; also in Tennascriin, Malewoon and 
the Thoungyeen Valley. 

In all its habits like A. Ceyloncnsts. Nothing is known of its nidification. 
This species issues from its roost just after sunset with a powerful and heavy 
flight generally over the course of creeks, hunting for its prey. Feeds chiefly 
on insects and probably fish and crabs. 


Gen. Bilbo.— -Auct. 

Nostrils oval, situated in.the anterior margin of the cere; cere not inflated. 
Ear tufts distinct, tarsi never naked. 

83. Bubo beilgalensis, Frank!, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 115 ; Gray , Gen . 
Birds , i. p. 37 ; Hume , Sir. F . i. p. 163 ; Sharpe , Cat. Singes,[p. 25. Urrua 
bcngalensis, Jerd. B. of Ind. i. p. 128, No. 69 ; Hurray, Edbk., Zool., $c., 
Sind, p. 118. Ascalaphia bengalensis, Blyth , Ibis. 1866, p. 252; Hume, 
Rough Notes , ii. p. 366. — The Rock-horned Owl. 

Adult .—Forehead and crown dark brown, nearly black, the feathers 
narrowly margined with light fulvous ; back of neck, light yellowish buff, the 
feathers mesially streaked with dark brown. Ear tufts black, narrowly edged 
with fulvous ; back and scapulars deep brown, mottled and barred with light 
yellowish buff; the outer scapulars whitish on their external web, forming a 
conspicuous shoulder-patch. Primaries rich tawny buff, barred across anil 
tipped with brown ;• their coverts dark brown at tip, and with slightly venni- 
culated fulvous bars; secondaries dull tawny buff, also barred across and 
lipped with dark brown, the tawny interspaces on the external web vermieu- 
i ;i,,: 'l with brown, the internal ones clear rufous and margined with white • 
tertiancs mottled with fulvous and brown. Lower back, rump and upper 
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tail coverts clear fulvous or tawny buff, vermiculated at the tips, and with 
irregular narrow bars of brown. Tail tawny with seven brown bars, the central 
feathers brown with much mottled fulvous bars. Loreal plumes white, with 
black shafts at the tip. A small black patch above the eye. Cheeks whitish ; 
ear coverts dirty fulvous, the feathers tipped black and with dark shafts. Ruff 
blackish, the feathers edged with fulvous. Chin white. Throat with a band 
of stiff fulvous feathers, mesially streaked with brown ; below this a patch of 
white, some of the feathers of which with mesial brown streaks. Breast and 
sides of the neck light yellowish buff, the feathers mesially streaked and 
finely spotted with dark brown ; abdomen, flanks and thigh coverts buffy 
while, with narrow transverse wavy bars of brown, the feathers of the lower 
breast with distinct mesial streaks ; under tail coverts fulvous, with narrow 
wavy brown bars. Tarsal plume buffy white, fulvous on the sides and behind, 
and with a few indistinct brown markings. Under wing coverts tawny buff, • 
with narrow brown markings. Bill horny black; iridcs yellow. 

Length— 20 to 22 inches; wing 16; tail 8-8 to 9 ; tarsus 2‘95 to 3. 

Hub. The Peninsula of India and Ceylon; also Beloochistan, Afghanistan, 
and Nepaul. I11 India it has been recorded from Behar, Kutch, Kattiawar, 
Jodhpore, North Guzerat, the Neilgherries, Mhow, Malabar Coast, the Concan 
and Deccan, Punjab, N.-W. P., Oudh, Bengal ; also British Burmah. It is a 
permanent resident in India, breeding in March and April, laying .from 2 to 4 
eggs of a creamy white colour. 

Ihe precipitous banks of canals and rivers are the breeding places 
of this species. 

84 . Bubo coromandus, Lath. Ind. Orn. i.p.S 3 ; Sharpe, Cat. Striges. 
B. M. p. 35. Bubo coromanda, Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 37; Hume, Str*F. 
p. 164. Urrua coromanda, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. vi. p. 373 ; Jcrd. B. of Ind. 
i. p. l 3 o, No 70; Hume, Nest and Fggs, Ind. B. p. 63; Murray , lldbk.. 
Zoo!, 8pc. t Sind., p. 118. Ascalaphia coromanda, Blyth, Ibis. 1866, p. 253 ; 
Hume, Rough Notes , ii. p. 371. -The Dusky-horned Owl. 

Adult. Head, neck, ear-tufts, back, rump, scapulars and upper tail 
coverts greyish brown, the feathers thickly vermiculated and crossed with numer¬ 
ous narrow fulvous bars, and with dark mesial streaks. Loreal plumes greyish 
white, with dark shafts to the tips. Ear coverts dark grey with black shafts, a 
black patch on the hinder edge of the ear coverts. Chin whitish, quills ashy 
brown, the primaries tinged with fulvous and crossed with brpad bands of 
dark brown. Outer scapulars with yellowish white spots forming a shoulder 

patch I ail dark brown, with | broad fulvous bands and a buffy white tip 
Entire under surface pale earthy brown with a fulvous tinge, the feathers 
mesially streaked with dark brown and faintly barred with zigzag lines. 
Thigh coverts and tarsal plumes fulvcscent, with narrow bars of zig :.;g lines. 
Feet sparsely feathered. Claws horny brown. Bill greyish at the base, horny 
yellow at tip. 
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- Length.—2\ to 23 inches ; wing 16; tail 9 ; tarsus 2 to 2-65. 

jj a l _si nc j, N.-W. Provinces (Futtehgur, Delhi), Oudh, Nepaul, Lower 

Bengal, Arrakan, Lower Himalayas, the Carnatic, Malabar Coast, Rajputanaand 
KoiUi Guzerat. Like the last it is a resident in India. Breeds in December, 
constructing nests of sticks in the fork of trees, lined with some soft material 
as grass ox green leaves. Eggs, 2, 3, varying in size and shape. Typically 
they are broad ovals. In colour slightly glossed creamy white and varying 
in size from 2*2 to 2*55 in length, and from 175 to 2-0 in breadth. 

85. Bubo nipalensis, Hodgs. As. Res. xix. p. 172 ; Sharpe, Cat. Striges , 
p. 37. Huhua nipalensis, Hodgs. J. A. S. B, vi. p* 3^2 ; Jeid. B. Jnd. i. 
p. 13*1. No. 7 1 ; Blyth, Ibis . 1866, p. 254 \ Hume, Rough Notes , p. 378; id. 
Str. F. i. p. 431. Bubo orientalis, Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. As. S. B. p. 34. 
Huhua pectoralis, Holds . P. Z. S. 1872, p. 416.—The Forest Eagle Owl. 

Adult, _Above brown narrowly tipped and banded across with tawny buff 

over the whole of the upper surface, these bars less distinct on the crown, but 
broader and deeper colored on the hind neck. Outermost scapulars tipped and 
spotted with yellowish buff on the outer web, forming a distinct shoulder 
patch. Primary coverts nearly uniform dark brown, with faint indications of 
lighter brown bars. Quills dark brown, barred darker; tail dark brown, 
broadly tipped with whitish and crossed with six other bands of fulvous ; face 
dusky" brown with whitish shaft streaks; feathers above the eye blackish. 
Ear tufts 3* 1 inches long, dark brown, notched and barred with fulvous or 
white on the inner web. Cheeks with white stiff feathers mesially streaked with 
brown ; chin whitish—rest of under surface of body white, washed here and 
there with fulvous and barred across with dark brown ; under tail coverts the 
same, also the under wing coverts. 

Length.— 23 to 25 inches ; wing 16*5 to 1S1 ; tail 11 ; tarsus 3*2 ; bill at 
gape 2*5, bill horny yellow ; irides brown. 

}{ab. _Southern India and the Himalayas, ranging Eastward intoTennaserim; 

also Ceylon and Malabar. 

I have nothing to record in regard to its nidification. It preys on rats, snakes, 
hares and pheasants. Mr. Gurney in P. Z. S . 1884, p. 558, plate 52, gives an 
excellent figure of this large owl, from a living specimen in the Zoological 
Society’s Garden, captured as a nestling on a precipitous ledge of a lofty moun¬ 
tain in the Karenne Country to the N. E. of Pegu. It has lived in the Gardens 
since 1878, at which time a note was made of the circumstances of its capture. 
(P. Z. S. 1878, p. 790), under the name of Bubo (Huhua) Orientalis. 
Mr. Gurney, now has no doubt that it is really an example (now fully adult) 
of /{. Nipalensis. Mr. Gurney says “ the present is probably the most eastern 
example of Huhua Nipalensis , of which the locality has as yet been ascertained, 
as there appears to be considerable doubt whether a young owl obtained by 
Col. J’ickell on the Moolcyit Mountain in Tennaserim, belonged to this species 
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or to its congener, H. Orientals Mr. Blyth held the former opinion 
{Ibis. 1S72, p. Sij.) and Mr. Hume advocated the latter in Stray F. vol. vi. 
p. 31. Capt. R. G. Wardlaw Ramsajrpossesses a specimen of H . Nipalensis in 
immature dress, which was shot at Tonglioo, a locality nearly as far eastward 
as that from which the bird now in Regent’s Park was obtained. Col. ( Godwin 
Austen has recorded a much more northern specimen of this species obtained 
in the Darning Dist. of Assam, J. A. S. B. t vol. xiv., pt. 2, p. 6S; while Mr. 
W. T. Blanford records its occurrence {J. A. Si B. vol. xli.,pt. 2, p. 154) ill the 
Tista Valley in Sikkim, and Hodgson in Asiatic Researches , vol. xix., p. 1 73 ’ 
says it is fotltld in all parts of the kingdom of Nepaul. Major Fitzgerald obtained 
the young of this species in the Darjeeling District, and says {Ibis. 1S7S, pi9). 
that though not a common bird, it is met with in most parts of the Himalayas 
in the more temperate valleys. The presumption in favour of the Malabar 
bird being identical with II. jVipalensis is strengthened by the fact of this 
species being an inhabitant of Ceylon.” 

86. Bubo orientalis, Ilors/', Tr. Lin. Soc. xiii. p. 140; Sharpe , Cat . 
Strigcs, B. LI. vol. v. p. 39 ; Hume and Davison, B. G. Tennaserim , Sir. F. 
vol. vi. p. 31. Bubo strepitans, Less. Traite, p. 114. Strix Sumatrana, Raffl 
Tr. Lin Soc. xiii. p. 279.— Horsfield’s Horned Owl. 

Male. —Upper set of Ioral bristles, feathers immediately over and round the 
upper portion of the eye black, the bristles white at base and the terminal 
halves of the longer ones blackish brown ; point of forehead and an obscure 
band on each side of the anterior half of the crown greyish white; middle of 
forehead barred greyish white and brown ; crown, occiput, nape, upper portion 
of sides of the neck and entire mantle deep brown, with narrow, wavy pale 
rufescent transverse bars, narrowest on the crown ; aigrettes of numerous 
feathers from 2*0 to 2*5 inches long ; upper feathers barred like the fojebead^ 
the lower ones blackish brown, unbarred or only slightly barred towards their 
margins or tips. Some of the under scapulars white with black bars} co\e!ts 
about the shoulder of the wing, winglet and primary greater coverts plain, 
very dark brown ; rest of the coverts and scapulars much like the upper back, 
but' the rufescent bars wider and with mottled brown centres and a few of the 
coverts white-tipped ; upper tail coverts hair brown, with narrow transverse rutes- 
cent bars like the upper back ; tail deep brown conspicuously white-tipped, and 
with fine lather narrow transverse rufescent white bfirs mottled and spotted w.di 
brown. Primaries beyond their emarginations dark brown with traces of paler 
bars ; inner webs of quills broadly banded with paler; cheeks and car coverts 
mottled grey brow r n and dingy white; chin, bristles of the gape and base of 
lower mandible white ; entire throat and breast white, the tips banded with close 
bars of blackish brown. Abdomen, sides, flanks, vent, and lower tail coverts 
white, with broad, widely separated blackish brown bands; tibial and tarsal 
plumes, similar, but more narrowly banded ; lower portion of feet and inner 
portion of tarsi unbarred; axillaries barred; wing lining irregularly barred or 
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^ Knted with blackish brown ; feet clear or chrome yellow; claws black ; bill, cere 

find eyelids, yellow; irides dark brown* 


Length .—iS to iS 25 inches ‘ tail 675 ; wing 13*75 ; tarsus 2 ;bill from nostril 
to point 0*96; from gape 17 to 1*9 (Hume and Davison). The adult female 
is described in the B. M. vol. of Striges , by Mr* Sharpe oil p. 40. It is not 
unlike the male, except that the wavy cross bands are a tawny rufous; and 
altogether much lighter in the general tone of colour throughout; some of the 
scapulars have the outer webs white forming a shoulder stripe. Tail crossed 
with six dull lawny bands , instead of five, and tipped as in the male with 
white. 


Length .—20’5 inches ; culmen 2*3; wing 13-5*, tail 7-2 ; tarsus 2-3; ear- 
tufts 2*6. 

Bab. —Malacca, Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Bangka and theTennaserim Province 
of British Burmah ; according to Mr. Plume rare in the latter, Mr. Davison 
notes that he met with it in dense forest on the road between Malewoon and 
Mergui. It was a pouring wet day and the bird being quite drenched, he had 
no difficulty in catching it alive after a short chase. 


Gen. Scops. — Sav. 


Ear tufts large, Ear orifice moderate. Lateral margin of bill somewhat 
curved. Cere not inflated ; nostrils oval, situated in the anterior margin of 
the cere. Wings long, reaching nearly or quite to the tip of the tail; 3rd 
and 4th quills longest; tail short; toes generally feathered ; tarsi never naked. 

I quite agree with Messrs. Sharpe and Plume, that it is most difficult to 
understand the owls, especially the species of the Genus Scops which are 
in every way the most difficult to identify. 

Mr. Sharpe has, however, done something towards characterizing the 
various species and had necessarily from want of a large series of skins to 
make “ races” or “ subspecies.” He says, “ these races do exist in nature, and 
they may be called by whatever name Naturalists please. “ Varieties” “ races” 
“subspecies” “ climatic forms” &c., but it has seemed to me better to keep these 
forms distinct from one another, than to merge them all in one species and 
thus to obliterate all records of natural facts which are plain enough to the 
practised eye of the Ornithologist though difficult to describe in words.” 

87 . Scops pennatus, Hodgs.J.A.S. B. vi. p. 369; ( pt .) ; Myth, 
J . A. S. B. xiv. p. 183 ; Sir. Feathers, iii. 38; vi. 34 ; vii. 180; Murray , Vert. 
Z00L Sind , p. 95. Ephialtes pennatus, Jerd. B . Bid. i. p. 136, No. 74; 
Murray, Ifdbk , Z00L, §-c., Sind , p. 119; Sharpe , Cat. Striges, p. 53 (Sub- 
*Sp. B.)— The Indian Scops Owl. 

This little owl is very similar to S. giu , but of a greyer colour ordinarily. 
Specimens from Sind are usually of the rufous phase. Jordon describes both 
phases, which f extract. 
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Adult.-' Above ashy grey, more or less tinged with rufous or rufous-grey, the 
leathers dark-shafted, finely mottled with brown and with a white subterminal 
Spot; wings more rufescent and without the white spots, except on the 
outer scapulars as usual, and some of the greater coverts; quills rufescent, 
with darkish double bars, the interval bctweeii^the bars dusky or mottled, and 
the light spaces or ground colour, on some of the outer primaries, rusty 
white in some specimens* or it may be said that the quills are dusky rufescent, 
mottled with pale bands; the tail rufescent with double bars, in some mottled 
almost throughout; beneath, the feathers are streaked dark brown, banded 
with white, and mottled rufous-grey and brown, mostly grey on the upper part 
and white on the lower part of the abdomen; tarsal feathers barred and 
mottled; disk ashy white, with a few darker specks, and the shafts of the 
frontal bristles white ; ruff marked with dark brown and rufous* 

In the rufous phase, the upper parts are uniform bright golden chestnut red, 
with black shafts, inconspicuous on the back, more distinct on the forehead, 
ear plumes and shoulders of the wings; outer edge of scapulars whitish; 
disk rufous with some of the feathers white-shafted ; ruff deep brown with the 
Outer feathers black tipped or black; beneath deeply tinged with the hue of 
the back, but with more or less white on the belly and under tail coverts ; the 
breast and sides of the belly with brownish central black streaks, the latter 
with transverse pencilliilgs; four faint bars on the inner webs of the tail 
feathers, and the primaries also distinctly barred with dusky or mottled. The 
young bird has all the feathers duller red, more black-shafted, and there is 
much white on the lower surface; the disk too has a good deal of white, 
scapulars white externally, with black tips, and the bars on the' quills and tail 
feathers are more distinct, brown and mottled. Bill dusky greenish ; iris pale 
golden yellow ; feet fleshy grey. 

Length. —7*- to 8 inches; wing 5 to 6; tail 2 1 to 3. 

Hah. —Sind, Kutch, Rajputana, Concan, Deccan, South and Central India, 
Bengal, Punjab, N.-W Provinces and Oudh , Central Provinces, Guzerat, 
Nepaiil, Beloochistan and Afghanistan. Recorded also from Upper Pegu, 
Malacca and Tcnnaserim. 

In Sind it appears to be a winter visitant. 

Except Mr. Thompson’s note that this species breeds from March till 
August in holes of trees, at no height from the ground, nothing is known of 
its nidification or eggs. It is a common bird in the Gurhwal forests. Mr. 
Hume says, in Lower Bengal he lus occasionally obtained specimens by cap¬ 
turing them in the “ Jalmil” or Jalousie of his house where they resort to by 
day. 

88. Scops ruflpeilllis, Sharf-r Sub. $p. f. of the giu group, Cat. 
Singes, B, M. p. 60. Scops pennatus, Jcrd. Madr. Journ ., xiii, pi, 2, 
p. 119.—The Rcjbots-wiNO£D Scors Owl. 

12 
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n^^There is a single specimen only of this species in the British Museum from 
the Eastern Ghauts, collected by the late Dr. Jerdon and named by him 
Sco/>s pennatus ; but Mr. Sharpe has separated it from among his large series of 
Scops. He says, it is of the Scopsgiu group and closely allied to S. Malayanns 
resembling it in the dusky grey ear coverts, but distinguished by the absence 
of the white ocellations on the hind neck and of the bars on the centre tail 
feathers, and more especially by its rufous quills. The following is his descrip¬ 
tion of the type in the British Museum. 

Adult .—General aspect of upper surface more uniform than is'usual in 
species of this genus, being of a dusky greyish brown, the feathers being black¬ 
ish in the centre, but scarcely to be called streaked, excepting on the fore part 
of the crown, where the black shafts are very broad and distinct, all the feathers 
of the upper surface so finely pencilled with dark brown as to appear almost 
uniform, with here and there a few sandy-coloured mottlings, more distinct 
on the head, to which they impart a slightly spotted appearance; the collar on 
the hind neck very distinct, some of the feathers being barred with fulvous and 
crossed with narrow bars of blackish ; on the scapulars the blackish cross lines 
arc a little more coarsely defined than on the back, washed with orange buff, and 
having the outer web pure white, tipped with black, forming a conspicuous 
shoulder patch; wing coverts greyish like the back, the vermiculations very 
faint and often obsolete on the greater series, which have rather large white 
spots on the outer web ; the median coverts coarsely vermiculated with sandy 
buff ; the feathers with blackish shaftstreaks ; the least series rufous with obscure 
blackish cross vermiculations ; the outermost of the greater series, and the pri¬ 
mary coverts strongly rufescent, almost chestnut in tone, the latter finely vermi¬ 
culated with blackish ; innermost secondary quills colored like the back, and 
finely vermiculated in the same manner, their centres streaked with dusky 
blackish along the shaft; the rest of the quills rufous, barred with dusky brown ; 
these bars are more or less vermiculated ; the inner webs almost entirely 
dusky brown barred with pale rufous inclining to yellowish on the inner web ; 
the rufous bars on the outer web of the primaries inclining to white, and pro¬ 
ducing somewhat a chequered appearance ; upper tail coverts exactly like the 
back ; the centre tail feathers likewise strongly resembling the upper surface 
inasmuch as they are without any distinct trace of cross bars ; the outer feathers 
dark brown, vermiculated with sandy rufous, and crossed with seven bars of 
rufous; the subterminal one very indistinct and lost in the vermiculations at the 
tips, the light bars inclining to white on the outer edge of the external web ; 
loral plumes whitish ; the shafts black, and produced into longhair-like bristles * 
feathers over die eye buffy white, tipped with blackish ; sides of face dusky grey, 
indistinctly varied with fine cross lines of dull brown; behind the ear coverts 
a tolerably distinct ruff of orange-buff, and the feathers broadly tipped with 
black, this ruff extending across the throat, but the feathers here finely barred 
with blackish ; chin feathers dull white; chest dull orange buff ; the feather* 
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broadly centred with black and crossed with a few narrow zigzag lines of 
brown and venniculated with the same at the tips, many of the feathers inclin¬ 
ing to white; on the breast and the rest of the lower parts the white predomi¬ 
nates, many of the feathers only having a few zigzag markings of brown, on^ 
many of them a strong tinge of rufous with broad black central streaks; some 
of the flank feathers slightly washed with grey; under tail coverts almost 
entirely white, except an arrow-shaped mark of rufous or brown near the 
tip; leg feathers buffy white, the tarsus slightly streaked with brown; under 
wing coverts fulvous, those near the edge of the wing mottled with biown ; the 
lower series ashy brown with yellowish white base, the quills being also ashy 
brown below, but inclining to rufous near the tips, the bands being entirely of 
this colour, and fulvous only near the base of the inner webs. 

Length,— 8 inches; wing 5*1 ; tail 2'1 ; tarsus o*S 5. (Sharpe). 

Unique, A single specimen from the Eastern Ghauts, Madras. Nothing 
is known of its habits or nidification. I am, however, strongly inclined to 
group this as a variety of S. spiolcephalus, 

89. Scops brucii, Hume, Stray Feathers , vol. i. p. S; Murray t 
Handbook , Zool . Syc., Sind , p. 119; Sharpe, Cat . Striges , vol. ii. p. 63; 
Murray , Vert . Zool Sind , p. 495 J Str. F. vol. ii. p. 49 1 1 iv - 2 54 ; vii. 352 ; 
Descr . ix. 36, 312 376-452 —The Striated Scops Owl. 

Cheeks and feathers under the eye greyish white, excessively fine and 
indistinctly barred with brown; the lores and stripe running up from them 
to the top of the eye creamy white. The longer feathers that meet over the 
base of the upper mandible tinged brownish, a few tiny dark brown feathers- 
on the eyelids. Chin and throat creamy white, with very narrow central shaft- 
stripes towards the tips and excessively finely vermiculated with brown. Feathers, 
of the ruff, which is inconspicuous, very pale buff, narrowly edged with dark 
brown. The whole of the forehead, crown, back of head, back and sides of 
neck, back, scapulars, wing coverts, rump, and upper tail coverts, very pale 
buff or creamy white, so minutely and closely powdered with pale brown, that 
looked at from a little distance, the feathers appear to be a uniform pale earthy 
brown. Every feather has a narrow central dark-brown stripe, some of the 
outer scapulars have inconspicuous patches of buff on their outer webs, and 
the ground colour of the feathers on each side of, the crown immediately 
above the eye is slightly paler; but beyond this the whole of the upper 
plumage above described is singularly uniform in tint and appearance, and is 
absolutely devoid of those white spots and blackish brown or buff dashes and 
streaks so characteristic of the other Indian species. I he primaries are pale 
dingy buff, with broad transverse brown bars, which towards the tips arc with 
the ground colour mottled and freckled over, the ground colour with brown, 
and the bars with dingy lulvous. Nearer the base of the feathers, the light 
bars are on the exterior webs pure pale bull, while the daik b.us continue 
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__ -led as already described. On the inner webs, the dark liars are nearly 
uniform and unmottled, while the light bars are pure and unmottled towards 
the edge of the webs, and suffused with brown towards the shafts. The 
tertiaries and the tips of the secondaries approximate closely to the plumage 
of the back and coverts. Of the breast and abdomen, the ground colour °is 
similar to that of the upper parts, but the brown powdering is coarser, so that 
more Of the ground colour is seen, and the dark brown central shaft .stripes are 
somewhat broader ; towards the vent, on the flanks and lower tail coverts, the 
ground colour becomes almost pure white, and the brown powdering very sparse, 
while the shaft stripes arc reduced as on the back and wing coverts to well- 
marked dark lines. The short dense tibial and tarsal plumes are brownish 
white, each little feather with its dark central shaft stripe. The axillaries and 
wing lining are cream-coloured or yellowish white, entirely unstreaked and 
unmottled. 


<SL 


The legs and feet, including the base of the toes, densely feathered; 
terminal portions of toes with small transverse scutse, slate-coloured ; claws 
black, well curved, slender, and very sharp; toes very slender, but pads largely 
developed, so as to make a broad sole ; exterior toe more or less versatile ; 
irides bright yellow; bill dusky. 


Male, Length .— 9 inches ; expanse 22 inches; wing 6-4 inches; tail 3-25 
inches; tarsus 1*45 inches; foot greatest length 1 *87 inches; greatest width 175 
inches; mid-toe to root of claw 08 inch ; its claw straight, 0*39 inch; hind toe 
c* 35 inch, its claw straight, 0 28 inch ; inner toe 0*67 inch ; its claw straight, 
4 inch. Bill straight from forehead to point including cere, which is ill- 
defined, 07 inch, from gape 073 inch ; height at front at margin of cere 0-29 
inch, wings when closed are even with the end of tail. Lower tail coverts 
reach to within 0*9 inch of end of tail. The third and fourth primaries are the 
longest; the first is 075 inch, and the second is 0*08 shorter. The exterior 
tail feathers are 0*3 inch shorter than the central ones. Weight 40Z. ( IJumc, 

Sttay Feathers, vol. i , p. 8.) 


Mr. Vidal obtained this species at Khed in the Southern Concan, and 
the Rev. Mr. Fairbank near Nuggur. Major Biddulph records it from Gilgit, 
and I have myself taken specimens in Southern Afghanistan, where it is not 
uncommon and breeds in April; eggs 3 in number, pure white, round, 177 
x ro inches. It nests in holes of old Pislacia Kinjuk trees, on the Khojak, 
and below. Every orchard after dusk is alive with them, and they make nialit 
hideous with their melancholy cry. 

90. Scops spilocoplialus, BXyth, J. A. S B. xv., p. 8; Fume, 
AV.v at:(l Fgys, Jnd. B. i. p. 66; Sharpe, Cal. Ace. Hr. Mas. p. 63. Stops 
puuMi.i, IZodgs. J. A. S. B. vi. p. 369, par/im. Fhodilusnipalensis, Gray, 
If’ttta'L B. i. p. 53. Ephialtcs gymnop alus JTttme, Bough Notes, ii. p. • 
Jtrd, Bis. 1871, p. 347.—-The Barl-Fooi Scops Owl. 
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Forehead and a broad stripe over the eye pale rufous white or fawn colour. 
Some of the feathers with a few minute brown spots towards the tip ; loral 
bristles pale fawn color, more rufous towards the tips, which are black. 
Feathers under the eye and ear coverts pale fawn color, more or less tinged 
rufous, and freckled, mottled or imperfectly barred with brown. Top of head, 
back of neck, back, scapulars, rump and upper tail coverts, also lesser wing 
coverts with a more or less dark rufous fawn ground, very finely freckled with 
dark, in some almost blackish brown. An irregular ill.defined, broad, while, 
or yellowish white half collar at the base of the neck; most of the exterior 
Scapulars with the outer webs white or yellowish white, and tipped dark brown. 
Tail rufous fawn with from 7 (Hume) 9 (Sharpe) somewhat freckled transverso 
brown bars, 8 of which are distinctly traceable on the centre feathers. (In 
the specimen from the Kumaons—a single one—8 only are traceable on all 
the feathers.) Quills rufous fawn, broadly barred and clouded with dusky 
brown, which suffuses the greater portion of the inner webs near the 
lips. Carpal joint of wing whitish. Chin and throat rufous white or pale 
fawn. Some of the feathers of the throat with narrow, somewhat irregular 
transverse brown bars; the feathers of the ruff tipped with the same. 
Breast, abdomen and flanks pale rufous white or fawn color, thickly freckled 
and vermiculated with dark brown, thickly on the breast and sparingly on 
the abdomen and flanks. 7 arsal and tibial plumes ferruginous or rufous 
while, spotted, or obscurely barred with dusky. Wing lining and axillaries 
silky yellowish white, 


Length. 7 to 775 inches; wing 5 4 to S'6; tail 375 to 3-1 . tarsus r 2 to 
1*25. (I-Iume). 

Hah .—The Himalayas, in the neighbourhood of Mussoorie, Kumaon, 
Curhwal, below Simla and Nepal. 

Captain Hutton says this species occurs in the Himalayas near Mussoorie 
at an elevation of five thousand feet, and nidificates in hollow trees, Iayin^ 3 
pure white eggs of a rounded form, on the rotten wood, without any preparation 
of a nest. Diameter of egg 1 • 19 x roinch. The nest was found on the 10th 
March. Scops gymiopodus follows in order, but it is not possible to admit 
the species as Indian without further proofs. Mr. Sharpe himself doubts its 
Indian habitat, as Mr. Reeves' specimens on which the species is founded 
came from Malacca and China. 


91. Scops SUma*£WgJ. 4 .f. -for.,xix.,p. i75; id. in Gray's ZooL Jouru 
P* 82 ; J.A.S. B. xiv., p. 182 ; Jodin. Ind. Zool. pi. xli ; Sharps Cod. 

Slrigcs, vol. ii. p. 67. KphiaUc.s sunia. Gray, Cat. Mu mm,, ,$ r ., A\/>,:■<' 

G>)L Ifodgs*, p. 51 ; Hohisw. P. A’. 1872, p. 418. Ephialies Bakkaimvna* 

Ply.'A,. Ibis. 1S66, p. 255. Scops pennants, If unit, Nat and /d : > x> f, u ; 

p. 65. Ephialtes pcnnalus, Hume, Rough Notes, ii. p. >Sb.-- Hour* 
som's Scops Owl. 
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_Above clear cinnamon rufous, nearly uniform, most of the feathers 

with a narrow central shaft line of black, a little broader than on the crown ; 
scapulars externally yellowish buff or pure white, with a black subterminal bar ; 
wing coverts rufous like the back with the same dusky black shaft lines, 
broader on the greater series, which are white at the tips of their external webs ; 
the spurious quills externally whitish, broadly barred with dark brown; pri¬ 
mary coverts, cinnamon, with a spot of yellowish white near the tip of the 
outer web, the inner web blackish brown ; quills dull cinnamon rufous with 
faint cross-bars of brown, almost obsolete on the innermost secondaries, less dis¬ 
tinct on the outer ones, but plainer on the primaries, many of the light inter¬ 
spaces on the outer webs of the latter inclining to whitish ; tail cinnamon, the 
centre feathers nearly uniform, with only faint indications of narrow blackish 
cross-bars, these are broader and more distinct on the outer feathers, 
the exterior ones having slight indications of whitish spots on the light inter¬ 
spaces ; lores white, the elongated bristly shafts blackish at tip ; over the eye a 
patch of white feathers narrowly margined with black at their lips; sides of 
face cinnamon with silvery white shaft lines to the feathers ; behind the ear 
coverts a distinct ruff of deep cinnamon feathers broadly terminated with 
black; plumes on the chin whitish; chest cinnamon, some of the feathers 
buffy white at the tips, with broad mesial streaks of black; rest of under 
surface of body for the most part white, broadly streaked down the centre with 
black, barred with cinnamon and freckled and grizzled with zigzag lines 
of blackish. Under tail coverts white, slightly washed with cinnamon at the 
lips, and with few indications of a central dark brown streak. Under wing 
coverts yellowish, those near the edge of the wing rufous mottled with brown. 
Edge of wing white. Bill dusky horn; feet fleshy brown. Iris bright yellow. 

Length—6-7 inches to 7*5; wing 5*3 to 57 ; tail 2-5; tarsus 0*910 ro 
(Sharpe.) 

The above is a description by Mr. Sharpe, taken from a Nepaul skin collected 
by Mr. Hodgson. 

]\Ir. Sharpe observes that some specimens show considerable differences, 
principally on the breast and abdomen, both the Penang and Madras speci¬ 
men, having the central black streaks very indistinct on the under-parts, while 
they vary inter se in the mottling of the abdomen. Mr. Sharpe’s description 
answers exactly to a specimen of Scops very near pennatus, now in the 
Kurrachce Museum, collected at Kurrachee, except that the tibial and tarsal 
plumes are unspotted white, also the under tail coverts ; another specimen has 
the tibial and tarsal plumes rufous fawn, with faint indications of small brown 
spots; the primaries too have the outer webs broadl) barred with yellowish 
whit'.: and dark brown. 

I fab .---India generally, ranging down the Malayan I eninsula as lar as 
Penang. Recorded from Madras, Penang, and Nepaul, also Sind, the Punjab, 
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and the lower ranges of the Himalayas to Darjeeling, and everywhere where 
pennaius occurs. I cannot from the series I possess of these Scops suffi¬ 
ciently separate them, 

In my opinion it bears the same relation to pennaius as plumipes of the 
Himalayas does to S. Icttia. 

92. Scops plumipes. Hume, Rough Notes , ii. p. 397 5 Sharpe, Cat. 
Siriges, B. M. p. S5,—-The Plume-Foot Scops Owl. 

This species, if it is to be distinguished at all, or specifically separated from 
the next ( E . lettia) may be distinguished by the toes being feathered to the 
base of the toes, the general tone of colouring as shown by Mr. Hume darker, 
and as a rule less rufous or buffy, and the dark blotches on the head, back, 
ruff, breast and abdomen more conspicuous. 

Length. —9*5 to 10-inches; wing 67 to 7.3; tail 3; tarsus r6 to 17 ; horn 
from gape 0*92. (Rough Notes.) 

Nab. —Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, and the Himalayas (Murree, Kotegurh 
and Gurhwal). 

According to Mr. Hume, *S\ plumipes has been found breeding at Kotegurh. 
A female and 4 eggs were taken from a hole in a tree on the 13th May. 
The eggs are intermediate in size between those of Athene brama and A. 
cuculoides but more spherical. They are pure white and slightly gloss}', and 
vary in size from r2$ inches to 1*28 in length, and from I'l to 1*5 inches in 
breadth, and not quite as large as some of those he possesses of E. griscus , 
Jerd. 

93. Scops lettia, Hodgi. As. Research , xix. p. 176; Sharpe Cal. Singes, 
p. 85; Hume, Nest and Eggs , Ind. B. i. p. 67. Ephialtcs lempiji, Gray. Cut. 
Alarum. Jjv., Repaid Coll. Ilodgs. p. 5 1 *, Jerd . B. hid . i, p. 138 ; id. Jh.s. 1871, 
p. 256. Ephialtes lettia, Ilume , Rough Rotes, ii. p. 393; Oates, B. Br . 
Burmah , ii. p. 155.—The Nepaul Scops Owl. 

Forehead, a broad streak over the eye running down the interior web of the 
aigrettes, feathers under the eye, most of the ear coverts, loral bristles and 
chin white, with a greyish or yellowish tinge, most of the feathers tipped or 
imperfectly barred with dark brown. Top of the head, back of the neck, exterioi 
webs of the aigrettes, back, scapulars and tertiaries, also the lesser wing coverts, 
rump and upper tail coverts with a rufous fawn, or in some huffy yellow 
ground color, everywhere except on the outer webs of the scapulars, and in 
a broad half collar at base of neck, very closely and finely freckled or irregularly 
barred with minute zigzag lines of dark brown. Many 01 the feathers, especially 
of the head and aigrettes, with large deep brown blotches towards the tips, 
confined in the aigrettes to the outer webs. Outer webs of quills rufous fawn 
or buffy yellow, palest on the first few primaries, and with 5—6 broad irregular 




mmsT/ty 


fcUBONlDTE; 



tiled aild imperfect transvese brown bars which extend to the innelr 
webs. Outer webs of secondaries also biift'y and much freckled and mottled 
with brown. Tail brown, with 5—6 imperfect and irregular transverse rufous 
jV awn bars, the interspaces much freckled. Throat and ruff white, suffused with 
fufous fawn towards the tips ; those of the throat with 2—3 very narrow trans¬ 
verse brown bars towards the end, and those of the ruff broadly blotched at 
Uie tips with deep brown. Breast and abdomen white, pale yellowish or rufous 
white, closely and irregularly barred with delicate wavy brown lines, many of 
the feathers with dark brown shaft stripes or lengthened blotches. Vent and 
the lower tail coverts white with or without an imperfect bar or two towards the 
tip ► tibial and tarsal plumes white or slightly rufescent, with a few indications 
of narrow brown cross markings. Under wing coverts yellowish white, mottled 
with cross lines of dark brown near the edge of the wing, which is white. Feet 
yellowish fleshy; bill yellowish horny, brown at the tip and on the side of 
upper mandible and the edge of the lower. 


Length. —8-5 to 10*5 inches; wing 6 3 to 7*2; tail 3*2 to 3*3 ; tarsus 1*4 to 
t*5; bill from edge Of cere 0*6 to 0*7. 

Hah .—Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Bengal, Cdncaii, South India, Malabar, 
British Burmah, Nepaul and Sikkim. Recorded as most plentiful at Kumaon, 
Darjeeling, Dhurrumsalla, Kotegurh, Simla and Gurhwal. It is recorded 
from Arrakan, and accordihg to Oates is common Over the greater part of 
Pegu. Captain Rahisay procured it at Rangoon and on the Karenne Ilills. 


Of the habits of this species very little is known* Like'most Scops Owls 
it issues from its retreat at sunset. It is known to breed in the valley of Surjoo 
between Petoragurh and Almorah in Kumaon, and Oates says, he found a nest 
in March. The nest according to Hume, Rough Notes } was a few small sticks 
or twigs, amongst which a few feathers were interspersed, and was placed in 
a narrow cleft on an overhanging precipice. Eggs 3 in number, very spherical 
in shape, pure white and very glossy, varying in size from 1*33 to 1*38 in 
length, and from 1*18 to i‘2 in breadth. 


94- Scops lempijL Hors/. Tr. Lin. Soc. xiii., p. 140; Sharpe , Cat. 
Strides, p. j yi ; Blyih . J. A. S. B. xv. pt. i. p. 182. Ephialtes lempiji, Gray, 
Gnu B. i. p. 38 ; Wall. Ibis. 1868, p. 24 ; Hume , Str. F ii. p. 469; id. 1st 
list. B. Pegu, vol. iii. pp. 14, 28 ; Hume and Davison, B. 7 'ennaserim , vol. vi. 
p. 35 ; Ball , GangtS to the Godavery , vol. vii. p. 201 ; vol. viii. B. West half 
Malay Pen. ; Bingham, B. 7 'ennaserim , vol. ix. p 147; Oates, B. Br. Burmah, 
ii. p. 156 .—IIoksfield’s Scops Owl. 

Above clear sandy brown, coarsely vermiculated with wavy cross lines of. 
black, many of the feathers with broad but irregularly formed streaks of blue!;; 

: captihirs more or less sandy buff on the outer web, the cross lines apparent on 
the tips of the lower ones, but nearly absent on the upper scapulars, some of 
which are entirely sandy buff on both webs; round the hindncck a tolcr- 
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ably distinct collaret of sandy buff feathers, only varied with blackish 
markings towards the tips of the feathers; crown of head blackish in the 
centre, the plumes laterally rufous buff with very narrow black cross lines. 
Forehead and a broad streak on each side of the crown sandy buff, the 
feathers narrowly streaked with black along the shaft and varied towards the 
tip with a few blackish cross lines; the ear tufts (i inch long) which form part 
of the light lateral band on the sides of the crown being pale sandy buff, 
slightly varied with zigzag lines of black towards the tips, which are very broadly 
black ; over the eye a patch of huffy white feathers each terminally margined 
with a narrow line of black ; lores sandy buff with whitish bases; sides of face 
sandy buff, indistinctly barred across with narrow lines of dusky black, the 
hindermost ear coverts rather broadly tipped with the same; behind the ear 
coverts an indistinct ruff of sandy buff feathers extending across, the centre 
of the throat, many of the plumes narrowly barred across with blackish lines 
and all rather broadly tipped with black ; rest of under surface of body entirely 
sandy buff, varied with narrow cross lines of dark brown, the chest with broad 
central spots or streaks of blackish brown, much narrower and more linear on 
the abdomen and flank feathers ; under tail coverts nearly uniform sandy buff 
with a few wavy lines of blackish near the tips of the feathers ; leg feathers 
sandy buff, the tarsal plumes crossed with distinct wavy blackish cross lines, 
under wing coverts sandy buff, the inner ones nearly uniform, the outermost 
mottled or barred with dark brown near the edge of the wing, which is whitish, 
the lower series entirely ashy brown ; the inner lining of the quills nearly 
uniform ashy brown, barred with yellowish white near the base of the inner web, 
and with sandy buff near the tips of the feathers. Upper wing coverts darker 
than the back, being blackish brown, the spurious quills exlcrnalh notched 
with sandy buff, the innermost of the least series sandy buff, mottled with 
zigzag blackish lines, the greater series dark brown widely notched with sandy 
buff towards the tip of the outer web; primary coverts blackish brown with 
indications of sandy buff bars, thickly obscured with blackish vermiculations ; 
quills dark brown, barred with lighter or ashy brown on the inner webs, these 
light bars being represented by corresponding ones of sandy buff on the outer 
webs of the primaries, giving a chequered appearance to the external aspect 
of the wing ; the secondaries outwardly sandy buff, vermiculated with lines of 
dark brown, the innermost sandy brown mottled and vermiculated exactly like 
the scapulars; rump and upper tail coverts darker sandy brown than the back, 
thickly obscured with blackish vermiculations; tail dark brown mottled with 
.sandy buff, nowhere forming very distinct bars and particularly broken up 
towards the tips of the feathers; on the outer ones the bars arc a little more 
distinct, about eight being distinguishable, all the light markings everywhere 
somewhat obscured by brown vermiculations. (Sharpe). 

Length. —Adult Females : 875 ; wing 6*6. Males : Length —8*5 ; wing 5 S to 
6\j ; tail 3*25 ; tarsus (not plumed the whole way, the junction of the toes always 
13 


miSTffy 



BUB0NID7E. \2 

•fcgfipef 1*25; bill yellowish at tip, plumbeous at base; iris brown, tinted with 
olive ; feet and eyelids purplish brown. 

Hab. —Borneo, Bangka, Java, Sumatra, Malayan Peninsula, ranging north¬ 
wards in the Tennaserim Provinces of British Burma and Nepaul, and occurring 
in the N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Kutch, and the Concan. 


In vol. iii. of Stray Feathers Capt. Fielden says that this little owl appears able 
to lower its ear-tufts, and that he has always seen them erected, standing out 
much like a cats ears ; also, that they appear to live in holes of trees during the 
hot weather, and during the rains are to be seen on the shady side of bamboo 
clumps or on fallen baml>oos partly buried in long grass. According to Capt. 
Fielden, this species is very tame and does not fly out of range of shot when 
disturbed, and is chiefly found near watercourses in Thayetmyo. Hume and 
Davison in vol. vi, of Stray Feathers gave as localities in Tennaserim, the 
Karen Hills (Rams), Pahpoon, Tavoy, Pabyin, Mergui, Tennaserim Town, 
and Bankasoon, generally distributed throughout the better wooded portions 
of the Province. Mr. Sharpe like Mr. Hume unites the Malaccan and Suma¬ 
tran forms. The Tennaserim forms Mr. Hume says, are not separable, and are 
clearly lempiji of Mr. Sharpe’s Catalogue, characterized by the completely un¬ 
feathered toes. Capt. Bingham in vol. xi. of Stray Feathers mentions having 
taken three eggs of this species from a hole in a tree from 15 to 20 feet from 
the ground. The eggs were white, round and nearly glosslcss, and were laid 
on the bare wood in a natural hollow in the branch. 


95- Scops malabaricus, Jerd. Madr. Journ . x. p. 89 ; Sharpe , Cat. 
Striges, p. 94, Sub-Sp. B.; Str. F. vol. v. p. 135 ; Bourdillon, 71 . S. Travancore , 
S. F. vol. vii. p. 34 ; Hume , Str. F. vol. vii. p. 361. Dcscr. Scops griseus, 
Jerd. Madr. Journ. xiii. pt. 2, p. 1 1 9. Scops lettoides, Ely thy J . A. S . B . 
xiv. pi. i. p. 182. (ex. Jerd. A/s.) Ephialles malabaricus, Hume t Rough Notes 
ii. p. 402; Jerd. Ibis. 1871, p. 34S. Scops indicus, Grnel. Stray Feathers, 
v. 135 , vii. pp. 339, 506. Scops bakkamaena, Forst .; Hume, Nest and Eggs, 
lad. B. p. 69. Ephialtes griseus, Hume , Rough Notes, p. 398; Murray , 
HdbkZool. t <$v., Sind, p. 121 .—The Malabar Scors Owl. 

A prominent tuft of disunited-webbed, bristly white feathers (with dark 
naked tips to the .shafts, and traces on those nearest the eye of dark 
cross bars.) on each side of the upper mandible at its base ; a faint tinge of 
buffy at the anterior angle of the eye; rest of the lores, feathers below and 
behind the eyes, including car coverts, loose-webbed, silky and greyish white 
with traces of faint minute transverse brown bars ; chin white ; the feathers of 
the extreme tip somewhat bristly and curving upwards round the lower man¬ 
dible ; across the throat and upwards, immediately behind the ear orifice, as 
far as the base of the aigrettes, a band of creamy or pale buff feathers, with 
numerous minute, transverse, wavy brown pencillings and bars; those from 
the aigrettes to the sides of the throat with conspicuous dark brown tippings, 
which from the defining line of the disc, and a few of those in the centre of 
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the throat with similarly coloured spots at the tips; forehead and a broad 
supercilium running up the inside webs of the aigrette feathers, and a curved 
band at the back of the head, extending from the point of one aigrette to the 
point of the other, a silvery grey or greyish white, the feathers with dark brown 
shafts and numerous minute transverse pencillings of that colour, and some of 
them with terminal spots ; centre of forehead, top of head, a triangular space 
surrounded by this grey band, a rich dark brown, purest on the centre of the 
forehead, with small twin spots or imperfect transverse bars and mottlings, to a 
greater or less extent, of pale buff; the outside webs of the aigrettes are similar, 
as are the feathers of the band outside and contiguous to the curved gre\ band, 
which latter seems continuous with the dark line of the outer webs of the ai¬ 
grette, while the former seems to start immediately above the centre ot 
the eye; below the dark band at the base of the neck, is another band 
of very similarly marked feathers, but whereas the dark brown predomina¬ 
tes in the former, the buff much predominates in the latter. The back, rump, 
upper tail coverts, scapulars, wing coverts, except the greater ones of the 
primaries, a mixture of pale brownish grey and pale buffy, with dark brown 
central streaks, and numerous transverse wavy brown pencillings and mot¬ 
tlings. In the outside line of the scapulars the buff is very pure, and in some 
positions conspicuous, and while the rump, upper tail and lesser wing coverts 
are dingier and greyer, the centre of the upper back and the median and 
secondary wing coverts show more of a pale buff; the primary greater coverts 
are very dark brown with broad transverse buffy mottled bars; the quills are 
darkish brown, with numerous broad transverse greyish more or less dingy 
white bars, much more conspicuous on the outer webs; with the exception of 
a few bars on the upper portion of the outer web of the earlier' primaries, 
which are unmottled and slightly tinged with creamy, all the rest of these bars 
are closely mottled and pencilled with brown; the second, third and. fourth 
primaries are just perceptibly emarginate on the outer webs, and the first to 
the fourth are conspicuously notched on the inner webs ; the sides of the neck 
behind the dark line, the breast, sides, abdomen and thigh coverts, a sort of 
creamy grey, very soft and silky, the feathers with narrow rich brown central 
streaks and numerous minute irregular, wavy, transverse pencillings; greater 
portion of wing lining, vent feathers and lower tailcoverts, silky greyish white, 
the latter, some of them, with dark central streaks towards the tips; tarsal 
feathers silky greyish white, with a faint buffy tinge, towards the joint, and with 
several narrow, somewhat irregular transverse brown bars; tail feathers greyish 
brown with imperfect transverse mottled bars of very pale dingy buff, and with 
the interspaces, too, more or less mottled with the same colour. Toes and 
claws pale greyish brown. Soles creamy white ; pads and papilla- much devCi 
loped and soft; irides brownish yellow or dark brown; bill dark brown ; cere 
dusky grey. 

Length — 7*88 to 9 inches; wing 5*6 to 675 ; tail 2*5 to 3 * 37 > ^rsus ro6to rig. 
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is Mr. Hume's description-of Scops indicus , Gm., whicfh, be says 
(on page 506, vol. vii. Sir. F.) is identical with Scops griseus {malabaricus of 
Sharpe, Cat. Singes, B. M .) and Scops bakkamcena of Forster. Sharpe, how¬ 
ever, does not in his references to the literature of this species allude to the 
names given by Gmelin and Forster. 

Hab .— Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Central India, Madras, 
Malabar Coast, Travancore, Ceylon, Eastern and Western Ghauts, North 
Guzerat, and Ratnagiri (S. Concan). Like the preceding species, it occurs 
in Sind, but is uncommon, and affects wooded districts only. 

Breeds in boles of trees; nest commonly lined with leaves; eggs white, 
glossy and spherical. Nests have been taken during March and April in Sind, 
Central Provinces (Etawah) and near Ilansi. 

96. Scops sagitatus, Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. ii. p. 98; Oates, 
B. Br. Burmah, vol. ii. p. ( 56 * Eumc and Davison, S. F. vi, p. 35 ; IInine y 
S. F. viii. p. S3. Ephialtes sagitatus, Cass. Journ . Acad. Philad. ii. p. 90, 
pi. 12 .—Tiie large Malaccan Scops Owl. 

The whole upper plumage a rather rich chestnut; the wings barred on the in¬ 
ner webs with brown and the tail irregularly banded with the same; each 
feather of the upper plumage with small arrow-head fulvous marks in the centre, 
and some narrow wavy black lines across; the forehead for a depth of nearly an 
inch, a broad supercilium and the inner webs of most of the feathers of the 
cartufts white ; the shafts of the feathers of the forehead nearly black ; the tips of 
the tufts and the top of the head a darker chestnut than the back, and without any 
marks- The long feathers on the sides of the neck, indicating a ruff, whitish, 
broadly tipped with blackish ; lower webs vermiculated with brown ; the breast 
with small dark brown shaft spots and a narrow vermiculalion ; abdomen and 
vent with some rather large distinct black shaft spots on the feathers. 

Bill, feet and claws, bluish white; cere pale bluish green; irides deep brown, 
{Davison). Ex. Oates. 

Length.-*— loto ii’S inches; wing 7*15; 107*2; tail 4*5 to 5; tarsus 1*2 to 125, 

Ilab. —Malewoon in South Tennaserim ; the Southern slopes of the Mooleyit 
Mountain. (Davison)— and Malacca. Of its habits and nidification nothing 
is known. 

97 - Scops balli, Hume, Sir. F. ?. p. S 3 5 Sharpe , Cat . Striges, vol. ii. 
p. 100. Ephialtes spilocephajus, Ball. Sir. F. i. p. 53 . —Ball's Scops Owl. 

Adult (type of species).—General color above rufous chocolate, with a few 
line nearly obsolete vermiculations of black, the whole upper surface with mor§ 
or less concealed spots of rufous buff, very minute on the crown, but much 
more distinct on the back, where they form almost bars, all the light 
spots having a blackish margin ; scapular feathers externally barred with 
white, the interspaces very pale, and inclining to ochraceous; wing coverts 
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colored like the back, the bases dark brown, the tips chocolate rufous, 
with rather more distinct vermiculations of black, the spots very plain, and 
forming notches on the outer web of some of the greater series ; primary coverts 
exactly like the other, brown at base, rufescent at tips, but without the 
light spots; quills dark brown, nearly uniform on the inner web, and 
chocolate rufous at the tips of the primaries,' and on the outer webs of 
the secondaries, which are minutely notched with fulvous ; the primaries 
very distinctly chequered with white on the outer webs, the innermost second¬ 
aries spotted with rufous buff, resembling the scapulars; tail dark brown 
near the base, crossed with about six bars of dull rufous, these becoming 
obsolete towards the tips of the feathers, which are rufous chocolate, very 
finely vermiculated with black; the outer feather externally notched with 
fulvous, and all the feathers of the wings and tail barred with fulvous on the 
inner web, especially towards the base; forehead and feathers over the fore¬ 
part of the eye creamy white, narrowly tipped with brown; loral plumes rufous, 
the shafts ending in black hair-like bristles, barred obscurely with black ; 
ear coverts rufous chocolate, barred and tipped with black ; cheeks fulvous, all 
the feathers tipped, and some of them barred across with dull black; general 
colour of under surface rufous sandy obscured with grey, and finely vermicu¬ 
lated with blackish cross lines, the bases of the feathers, especially those of the 
hanks, strongly rufescent, broadly barred with fulvous, inclining to white near 
the tips of most of the feathers ; and before this whitish tip, appears general!}' 
a slight indication of a diamond-shaped spot of black, evidently the remains 
of a streak ; all the above markings, though distinct on the abdomen and 
flanks, are less plainly characterized on the chest, which is consequently more 
duskv ; leg-feathers orange tawny, narrowly barred with dark brown ; under 
wing coverts fulvous, slightly marked with brown and spotted with sandy buff 
near the edge of the wing, which is whitish ; the lower series dark brown, 
fulvescent at base, resembling the inner lining of the quills, which are dark 
brown, notched on the outer web and barred on the inner with fulvous. Total 
length 7*5 inches; wing 5*45 ; tail 3-2 ; tarsus 1*15. (Mus. Jnd , Calc) 

Obs f —Another specimen, very kindly lent me by Mr. Hume, differs consider¬ 
ably from the one described. It is not such a deep rufous in color, and is 
much more thickly spotted both above and below, recalling Scops spiloccphalus; 
the under surface is much paler and greyer, the white bars very large and 
distinct and extending even on to the chest. Total length 7*5 inches; wing 
5-6; tail 3’3 ; tarsus 1*15. 

ffab .—Andaman Islands, Nepaul. Mr. Sharpe agtiin observes that, “ it has 
been suggested by Mr, Hume, that the bird from the Andamans, named 
Scops viodcsIns by Lord Walden, must be the young 'bird of S. JiaMi, anti 
1 confess that until 1 examined and compared the types, I entertained a 
similar impression. Lord Walden, however, ha\ing kindl) lent me the original 
specimen of modesius for examination, 1 have come to the conclusion 
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two species are cjuite distinct. Lord Walden has two specimens 
precisely similar; and they seem to me to represent the young of some 
species of the £. malayanus type. Immature they certainly are; but they 
present too many differences for me to refer them to S. Balli. The type of 
the latter has been lent to me by Mr. Hume, and as the wings and tail in S. 
modes tui are doubtless those of the adult bird, I draw attention to the follow¬ 
ing characters which as it seems to me must separate the two ; for in no other 
species of Scops is such a difference known between the young and the adult 
stages” :— 




Scops Balli\ 

Adult . — Greater wing coverts and 
secondary quills dull brown, exter¬ 
nally rufous chocolate, w r ith minute 
vermiculations of black, and a few 
small notches of fulvous. 


Primary coverts nearly uniform 
blackish brown, vermiculated with 
rufous chocolate at the tips. Pri¬ 
maries dull brown, rufescent at 
the tips, notched with white on the 
outer web, the interspaces inclining 
to rufous chocolate. 

Tail for the most part rufous 
chocolate, like back, with indications 
of lighter bars, the outer feather 
externally notched with whitish. 


Scops modest us,* Juv> 

Greater wing coverts and second¬ 
ary quills alternately barred with 
sandy rufous and dark brown, the 
latter bars rather broken up into 
vermiculations, especially on outer 
margin; the greater coverts with 
white spots near the tip of outer web, 
not present in the secondaries. 

Primary coverts and primaries dull 
brown on inner web, but regularly 
banded with sandy rufous and dark 
brown on outer web ; some of the 
primaries with whitish notches. 

Tail regularly banded with dark 
brown and sandy rufous, the dark 
bars somewhat broken up into vermi¬ 
culations on the centre feather. 


Again, the feathering of the tarsus is very different, not extending nearly so 
far down the leg in S. Balli as it does in * 9 . modesius. 

The above is Mr. Sharpe’s description in its entirety of this rare species. 


98. Scops modestUS; Wald. Ann. and Mag. N. History , vol. xiii. 
p. 123, 1874; Ibis. 1874, p. 129; Sharpe, Cat. Striges, B. M.< pp. 101-102. 

The following is Lord Walden’s description, taken from the Annals and 
Mag. Nat. History , p. 12 (1874) :— 


Sc<>p j Modesius.— Wald. Ann, £*' Mag. A r . //• xiii-> p. 12. ,d. el Ibis. 1874, p. 129. 
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Stilt loral bristles pure white at base, some tipped with fulvous, some with, 
dark brown or black ; those of the chin pale fulvous, nearly white ; over each 
eye a distinct broad whitish band formed by pure white feathers narrowly 
tipped with yellowish brown, which again in some is narrowly fringed with 
black; some nearest the eyes also edged throughout their length with 
yellowish brown. Feathers of the head and nape, pale yellowish rusty, each 
traversed by three or four narrow irregular light brown lines. Interscapulars 
and feathers of the back and rump, colored and marked like the plumage 
of the head and nape, but the brown transverse bands are broader and fewer; 
scapulars the same, but a few more or less pure white, mottled towards 
the tip with the prevailing tints; ear coverts and cheeks principally white 
with brown and very fulvous markings ; throat feathers albescent with one or 
more narrow brown cross bands; a half collar below the throat, of feathers 
marked and colored like those of the nape; breast feathers tipped with brown* 
a sub-terminal band of pale fulvous, then a brown band followed by a much 
broader pure white band ; abdominal feathers white, tipped with an irregular 
ocellated mark, centred with pale rusty fulvous and encircled with brown, then 
a broad white band, with a basal and narrower brown band in many of the 
abdominal feathers, the ocellated markings are replaced by an irregular cross 
band of mixed fulvous and brown; under tail coverts white, with faint subter¬ 
minal fulvous brown bands ; tarsus clothed with white feathers faintly barred 
with pale brown ; ground color of the primaries and secondaries brown, each 
quill traversed by three or more pale rufo-fulvous narrow bands more or less 
complete, the brown intervals towards the apices of the primaries and on their 
outer webs much freckled with rufo-fulvous; on the outer web of the second, 
third and fourth primaries, the pale rufo-fulvous bands change to fulvous white 
or pure white ; under wing coverts greyish white; median rectrices marked 
and colored like the apices of the primaries; lateral with clear rufo-fulvous 
bands running through, all tipped like the median shoulder edge, with white ; 
tarsi feathered to within an eighth of an inch of the base of the toes; fourth 
and fifth quills equal; third slightly longer than sixth. 

Wing 475 inches; tail 2-37; tarsus ro; middle toe with nail n2; bill 
from nostril (in a straight line) 0 65. 

Hub. —Port Blair, S. Andamans. Occurs also in Nepaul. 

Nothing is known of the habits or nidification of this species. 

Gen. Carino-— 

Cere swollen; 1st primary much lengthened ; 5th escolloped on the outer 
web like the fourth; hind tarsus plumed; nostril pierced near the anterior 
margin of the cere ; bill short, curved trom the base, hooked ; lower inaudible 
notched. 
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99- Carine brama, Tem. PI. Col. ii. pi. 68; Sharpe, IbiL 1875, p. 
25S; Cat. Singes, p. 1 39 - Noctua indica, Frankl. P. Z . S. 1831, p. 
115. Athene brama, Illy lh, Anti. N. 11. xii. p. 93; Grey, Gen. B. i. 
p. 34; ford. B. Jnd. i. 1>- 14 1 ? No. 76; Murray, lldbk ., Zool., $c., 
Sind ; Hume , Rough Notes , ii. p. 404 ; Murray, Vert. Zool., Sind, p. 99; 
Reid, Cat. Lucknow Prov. Mus. —The Spotted Owlet. 

Adult. —Above greyish brown, each feather with two white spots; 
scapulars barred with white, more broadly on the outer webs : wing coverts 
concolorous with the back, and spotted with white ; primaries and their coverts 
brown, externally notched with white, and barred on the inner web ; upper 
tail coverts and tail brown, also barred with white ; head and hind neck 
closely spotted with while; lores, eyebrow, chin, a demi-collarand patch on the 
breast pure white; ear coverts brown, the feathers tipped with greyish f fore 
neck white, the tips of the feathers brown, forming a brown band between the 
white patch of the breast and foreneck ; rest of under surface white, barred 
transversely with brown; under tail coverts, tarsal plumes, and under wing 
coverts pure white, the latter streaked with brown ; cere dusky; bill greenish 
horny; toes sparsely covered with stiff bristles ; iridcs bright yellow. 

Length .—9 inches ; wing 6; tail 3 to 3*5 ; tarsus 1*4. 

Hah. —India generally to the foot of the Himalayas and Nepaul. Extends 
into Bcloochistan, Persia, Afghanistan, Burmah and Ceylon. Extremely com¬ 
mon in Sind, the Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Rajputana, 
Jodhpoor, Kattiawar, Central India, the Central Provinces, Kulch, Guzerat, 
Concan, Deccan, and South India. 

Breeds during February, March, and April wherever found in holes of 
old trees, or in old buildings and clefts of rocks; nest scantily lined with 
leaves and feathers. Eggs 4-5 in number, pinkish when fresh, white when 
blown, of a satiny texture. In shape oval and varying in size from 1*15 to 
1 *45 in length, and from 0*93 to pi in breadth. 

The species always issues from its hiding place at about dusk, when it 
may be seen perched either on the branch of a withered tree, or on the 
telegraph wire. Barnes, in his Birds of the Bombay Presidency , says if they can 
affect an entrance beneath the eaves of a bungalow they do so, and there 
rear their families ; in such cases they become an intolerable nuisance, being 
noisy disagreeable birds, and not easily driven away. I.t. Barnes has even 
taken the eggs of this species from holes in haystacks. 

In the Mahratta Country it is known as Pinglee. Mr. W. F. Sinclair, the 
Collector of Alibag, says it has a habit of hovering over one spot and dropping 
on its prey like a kestrel or kingfisher. lie has noticed this in the dry bed 
of the Sabarmati near Ahmedabad, and thinking them (there were 5 or 6) king- 
li .hcrs, went out to sec what they were catching on the sand. 
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Carine glaux occurs in Kandahar, and probably in Boloochistan, but there 
is no information as to its occurrence anywhere in India. 

100 . Carine pulclira, Hume, Sir . F. i. p. 469; id. op. cit. iii. p. 39; 
Sharpe , Cat. Striges , p. 140 ; Subsp.a. id. Ibis. 1875. P- 2 58 ; Hume , Sir. F. 
Birds of Pegu , iii. pp. 14, 39; iv., p. 47.— The Lesser Spotted Owlet. 

Mr. A. O. Hume characterizes this species as closely allied to Carine 
brama , but much smaller, the color of the upper surface usually a darker and 
purer brown, and the white markings smaller. Sharpe, however, gives a detail¬ 
ed description of an adult male from Lieut. Wardlaw Ramsay’s collection, 
which I transcribe. 

Adult Male. — General color above slaty brown with more or less concealed 
spots of white, very small on the head, where they are plainly defined ; 
hind neck barred with white, forming an indistinct kind of collar; scapu¬ 
lars barred across with white, broader on the outer web; wing coverts dark 
slaty color, externally notched with white, the median and greater series with 
large rounded spots of white on the outer web ; the primary coverts and quills 
dark slate color, notched on the outer web and barred on the inner ones with 
white; tail slaty brown crossed with 6 narrow bars of white, rather broader 
on the outer feather ; forehead and eyebrow white; the lores developing into 
hair-like bristles ; fore part of cheeks whitish ; ear coverts dark slaty, barred 
across with white; entire throat white, extending backwards in a triangular 
patch below the ear coverts; a black mark running down the sides of the neck, 
rest of under surface white, barred with ashy brown, the bars fainter on the 
lower flanks; leg feathers and under tail coverts £>ure white, also the under 
wing coverts, the lower series of the latter ashy brown at tip ; inner lining of 
quills ashy brown below and barred with white; bill brownish; the tip and 
culmen greenish yellow. 

Length .— 7 to 8 inches ; wing 5*4 to 5*5 ; tail 3* 1 to 3’5 ; tarsus 105 to ri. 

Hab. —Burmah and Pegu ; very common at Thyetmyo and Prome. and Dr. 
Anderson obtained specimens of it in independent Burmah. 

Mr. Oates in S. F. iii., p. 39, (Hume) remarks that this is possibly the 
noisiest of all the small screech owls. They are continually quarrelling with 
each other at night, and even in the day time, a pair will commonly come out 
of some hole in a tree and screech away for a quarter of an hour. 


Gen. Heteroglaux.— Hume. 

Size medium ; head small; disc imperfect; nostrils situated in the centre of 
the cere. Ear orifice smaller than the eye, circular, without operculum, wings 
short ; first four primaries conspicuously notched on the inner webs ; 4th 
primary longest; tarsi short, stout, densely covered with feathers; upper 
surface of toes thickly covered with stiff bristly shafted feathers. 

101- Heterogiaux Blewitti. Hume, Sir. F. I., 467 . Ball op, at. 
n, p. 382 Sharpe, Cat. Striges , B. M- p. 141 .—Blewitt’s Heteroglavx. 
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^Forehead, top and back of head, back and sides of the neck, scapulars and 
interscapulary region an uniform rather dark earth brown ; feathers of the 
back of the neck and scapulars with a white bar about midway, but not 
visible when the feathers are in repose ; lores, a line over the eye, another broad 
one under the eye, and a triangular patch immediately behind the eye white ; 
bristles of the lores with the terminal halves black, longest bristles reach the 
tip of the bill. From the gape runs a stripe backwards, enveloping the 
whole of the ear coverts, in color a rather dark earth brown obsoletely barred 
with albescent ; chin and throat and the sides of the lower mandible below the 
stripe pure white ; a dark brown band across this, from the base of the lower 
mandible on one side to the base on the other; wings hair brown, darkest on the 
primaries, secondaries and their greater coverts, and more nearly concolorous 
with the scapulars, the lesser and median coverts and tertiaries. Quills with 
4 — 5 conspicuous white spots on the outer webs, and corresponding imperfect 
bars on the inner webs, which are pale brown towards the tips, and pure white 
higher up ; winglet almost blackish brown and similarly marked. Primary 
greater coverts similar, the rest of the greater and some of the median coverts 
with very large conspicuous white spots near the tips on the outer webs ; lesser 
and most of the median coverts unspotted. Rump and upper tail coverts 
uniform brown. Tail hair brown, tipped white, and with three conspicuous 
transverse white bars, a fourth, less perfect one concealed by the upper tail 
coverts. Breast white, broadly tipped with hair brown. Abdomen, the tibial 
and tarsal plumes, toe feathers and lower tail coverts pure white ; sides of 
abdomen, sides, and flanks broadly banded with hair brown. 

Length. —9*5 inches; expanse 22-5; wing 5*8; tarsus 0*91. Bill straight 
from nostril to point 0*55 ; tail from vent 2*9. 

Hab .—The Central Provinces. Frequents the densest forests of the Western 
portion of the Tributary Mehals. 


Cen. Ninox— Hodgs. 


Head small; disc obsolete ; bill short, cere large ; wings long and pointed, the 
distance between it and the tip of the tail equal to, or less than the tarsus ; 
distance between tip of first primary and that of the third equal to, or greater 
than the length of tarsus. Tarsus not twice the length of the middle toe, 
feathered toes clad with bristles. 

102. Ninox lugubris, Ticket l, J. A. S. n. ii. p. 573 ; Sharps, 
Cat. Striges, p. 154; Stray F. vol. iv. p. 378; Ball Avifauna Choi a 
Nagpur S. F. ii. p. 383 ; id. iv. p. 285, 286, 374 ; id. v. 13, 413: id. ix. p. 42, 
377 ; Reid, P. Lucknow S. F. x. p. 17; id. Cat. B. Pnn\ Mus. Lucknow , 
Barnes, B. Bom. Pres. p. 77. Ninox Nepalensis, dlodgs. Afadr. Jour a. v . p. 
2 4 . pi. 14- Olus lugubris, Jerd. Madras Journ. x. p. 87. Ninox scutellatus, 
Blyth , J. A. S. B, xvi. p. 5 iii ; Jerd . B. Bid. i. p. 147; I fume, Rcu»h 
Notes, p. 420, — The Brown Hawk Owl. 
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Adul/ female .—Above ashy brown, the head very much greyer, the sides 
of the face and neck being decidedly-light grey; forehead, lores, forepart of 
cheeks and chin very conspicuously white, the loreal plumes with hair-like 
black shaft lines ; feathers round the eyes greyish ; scapulars marked externally 
with large bars of white, not very distinct and often half concealed ; upper¬ 
wing coverts ashy brown like the back; the outer median coverts and the 
primary coverts deeper and more inclining to sepia brown ; quills dark brown', 
a little deeper than the back, barred across with light ashy or greyish brown, 
inclining to whitish on the outer web of some of the primaries and inner 
secondaries, most of which are narrowly tipped with white ; under surface of 
body white, the throat yellowish buff, streaked longitudinally with greyish 
brown ; the chest broadly streaked with rufescent brown, the abdomen spotted, 
and each feather subterminally barred with the same; under-tail coverts pure 
white, basal ones with a few brownish bands; tail very pale greyish brown, 
inclining to white at the base and also tipped with white, and crossed with six 
blackish brown bands ; leg feathers rufous brown, very slightly mottled with 
whitish cross markings; under-wing coverts white, barred across with dark 
brown, the outermost almost entirely brown, the edge of the wing white; the 
greater series dusky greyish brown barred with bully white, thus resembling the 
inner lining of the wing, which is greyish brown barred with buffy on the inner 
web, these bars inclining to fulvous near the base ; cere and bill green, the 
tip of the latter dusky ; feet greyish or reddish yellow ; iris bright golden yellow. 

Length— 13*5 inches; wing 9*15; tail 57; tarsus 1*35. 

The adult male is smaller than the female, and has only five blackish bands 
on the tail. 

Length.— ii‘5 to 12’5 inches-, wing 8*5 ; tail 5*3 to 5*6; tarsus ri to 
i*; bill ro. 

Hah .—The Indian Peninsula and the Himalayas, Punjab, N.-W, and Cen¬ 
tral Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Concan. Deccan, and Nepaul. 

103. Ninox afflnis, Beavan, Ibi\ . 18 ^ 7 . pp. 316, 334 ; Hume. Rough 
Notes , p. 421 ; Walden, Ibis, 1874, p. 129, pi. v.; Hume, Stray F. 1S74. 

p. 152; Sharpe . Ibis, 1875, p. 159; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. ii , p. 155.. 

The Andaman Hawk-Owl. 

PLATE. 

All the upper surface rufous brown ; bases of the lax feathers slaty and showing 
through in many places; chin albescent ; throat, breast, and abdomen rufous . 
breast and flanks albescent near the margins of the feathers, rufous at the tips 
and darker near the shaft; vent and under-tail <overts white; thighs, tarsi, and 
under-wing coverts rufous; toes.covered with bristle-like Lathery albescent 
brown in colour. Quills brown, barred with daiker brown and washed with 
rufous on the outer web ; primary coverts sepia brown. Upper-tail coverts dark. 
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brown, barred with fulvous; tail dark brown with 5—6 bars of darker brown. 
Head and ear coverts greyish chocolate, nostrils and base of upper mandible 
covered with stiff, white, black-shafted, lax feathers; face and a part of the 
forehead albescent. Bill yellowish or yellowish horny, slaty towards the base ; 
feet and irides pale yellow. Axillaries pale buff or orange chestnut, barred or 
not with brown. 

Length. —10 inches ; wing 6-6 to 6*9 ; tail 4*3 to 4*5 ; tarsus 1*0; bill from 
gape 0'8. 

Ilab. —Port Blair, the Andamans, British Burmah and the Nicobars. 

Mr. Hume describes this species from specimens received from Col. Tytler 
and Mr. Sharpe from specimens in Lord Walden’s collection. It is no doubt 
very closely allied to N. scutulata , but differs from it in some very material 
particulars, especially in the markings on the abdomen and flanks, which have 
a streaked appearance, also in the general tone of colouring of the upper parts 
and in size, being much smaller (10 inches against 12-5). It is said to affect 
heavy forests and jungles. Mr. Davison says (S. F. ii. 153), he saw a bird fly 
off a stump, hover in front of a frond of a cocoanut palm for about four or 
five seconds and return to its original perch, from which it would take short 
circular flights, dart straight up, and again swoop almost to the ground, 
hawking like a Caprimulgus, and capturing small moths. 

104 - Ninox scutulata, Raffl. Tr. Linn. Soc. xiii. p. 280; Jerd. B. 
Ind. i. p. 147; Armstrong, Sir. F. iv. p. 373; Hume , Rough Notes, p. 420; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Plus,, ii. p. 156; BI. and Walden B. Burmah , p. 67; 
Hume , S/r. F. viii. p. 84; Kelham Ibis , 1881, p. 37. Athene scutulata, Gray, 
Gen. B. i. p. 35; Wall. Ibis, 1868, p. 22. Ninox hirsutus, (Tern.), Hupie S. F. 
iii. p. 40; id . 9 1874, pp. 141. 469, et 1875, p. 441. Ninox Burmanica, Hume , 
S. F. iv. p. 285 ; Hume and Davison S. F. vi. p. 40 ; viii. p. 84 ; ix. p. 245. 
Ninox innominata, Hume , Sir . F. iv. p- 286; v. p. 16.— The Brown Hawk- 
Owl. 

Head, sides of the face and also of the neck chocolate brown ; forehead, 
lores and chin whitish with mesial dark streaks. The whole upper surface, 
wing coverts and tertiaries dark chocolate brown, the scapulars with large 
concealed white spots; primaries and secondaries dark brown, barred with white 
on the inner webs ; a few of the primaries edged with rufous; throat rufous 
streaked with brown ; breast rufous chocolate, each feather edged with white; 
rest of under surface rufous chocolate, barred with white, I ail ashy brown, 
paler at tip and with 5—frdark bars, the basal one concealed. Under-tail 
coverts pure white ; under-wing coverts and axillaries rufous, barred with white ; 
edge of the wing whitish. 

Iridet bright yellow; cere dull green; bill bluish black ; culmen and tip of 
lower mandible yellowish green ; feet pale J'ellow. 
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Length.— u to 12-5 inches; wing 8 to 875; tail 4 to 57; tarsus PI 
to pis. 

Hab .■ —Rare in the Punjab, and N.-W, Provinces, also in Rajpootana and the 
Deccan. Common in all the more wooded countries, as the Carnatic, the 
Malabar and Rutnagherry coasts and Ceylon; also in Central India, Lower 
Bengal and the Himalayas, extending through Assam, Burinah, Malaya to 
Nepaul, and to China and Japan. The Brown Hawk-Owl frequents the skirts 
of dense forests. It is nocturnal in its habits, issuing forth at dusk. It seats 
itself generally on stumps of dead trees whence it swoops, or rather skims along 
the surface of the ground or water in search of insects, which are its chief food ; 
Jerdon says, and occasionally mice or reptiles. It has a peculiar call which 
it frequently utters at night, resembling, as Tickell says, the cries of a 
strangling cat; Buchanan likens it to the cry of a hare when caught by hounds, 
and Elliott, “ the cries of a child.’' Oates says its note resembles the word 
Whoo-ivuk , repeated several times. 

Nothing is known of its nidificalion. 

105 . Ninox obscura, Hume, Sir. F. i. pp. II, 421 , Ball, Sir. F. 

i. p. 55 ; id. y. A. S. li. xxxix. 1870, p. 240; Walden, This, 1874, p. 129, 
pi. iv ; Hume, S/r. F. ii. p. 153 ; Sharpe, Ibis, 1875, p. 258 ; id. Cal. Striges . 
B. M. p. 177; Gurney, Ibis, 1854, p. 171. 

PLATE. 

Lores and forehead, yellowish white; tips of bristles in front of and below 
the eye black ; cheeks, ear coverts and sides of neck deep chocolate brown ; 
chin whitish. Whole upper surface a rich, uniform chocolate brown, darker 
on the head and nape; throat yellowish white with a rufous brown patch ; 
rest of under surface of body reddish or rufous chocolate, darker on the fore¬ 
neck and breast, paler on the flanks and abdomen, the former with some 
imperfect, and concealed fulvous bars or spots. Under-tail coverts buffy white, 
barred with dark brown; under-wing coverts like the back, with a rufescent 
tinge in some specimens. Primaries like the back, but margined on the outer 
web with buffy white or whity brown, their coverts blackish; tail dark 
brown narrowly tipped with whitish, and with 3 -4 narrow bars of yellov/ish 
brown. Bristles on the sides of the toes dark brown. Cere and culmen 
greenish slate; iris bright yellow ; feet pale yellow ; claws black. 

Length. — 1 1 to 12 inches ; wing 775 to 8-5 ; tail 4*75 to 5 ; tarsus I to I 1 ; 
bill at front *75. 

Hab.— The Islands of the Bay of Bengal, Nicobars, Port Blair, and the 
Andamans. 

Mr. Gurney notices this species in his article on "Eastern Owls,” and says 
it bears a curious similarity in the nearly uniform fuscous colouration of its 
under parts to the more southern N. Theomacha, from which it is readily dis- 
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tinguishable by its larger size and darker abdomen, as well as by the tail having 
4—5 dark (3—4 yellowish white) bars and also bearing a white tip, 

Lord Walden in the Ibis for 1S74, p. 129, notes, that the fourth primary of a 
$ from South Andamans, slightly exceeds the 3rd and is the longest; the third 
exceeds the 5th ; and Mr. Gurney, from examination of three specimens (1 
and 2 $ $) also from the same locality, remarks that the male bird exhibits 
the curious peculiarity of being longer in the wing than the two females 
(8’8o inches against S’2o and 8-40 inches of the two females). 

Mr. Davison, the Curator of Mr. Hume’s Museum, and one of the most 
energetic and experienced collectors in India, secured two specimens of this 
bird at Port Monat, S. Andamans. He says, he knows next to nothing 
about the habits of the species, and adds that the first specimen he saw flitted 
by him and settled on a small tree close to the water's edge. On the following 
evening (15th April), he secured a second specimen which was seated on 
the stump of a tree. It rose as he approached, took a long sailing circular 
flight and returned to its perch. The hoot, he says, is a peculiar one, quite 
unlike that attributed to the Common Hawk-Owl. It is a low, subdued, but 
clear double note. 


Gen.— Glaucidium.— Boie. 

Nostrils tubular in the middle of a swollen cere; wing short and rounded, 
the distance between it and the tip of tail much greater than the length of the 
tarsus, which is feathered and is as long as the mid toe; 1st quill shorter than 
the next four, emarginate; 4th and 5th about equal. Tail rounded. 

106. Glaucidium brodiei, Burton , P. z. S„ 1835, p- l S *; SM. 
Hus. P. B. Striges , p. 38 ; Jerd. B- Ind. i. p. 146, No. So; Hume , Rough 
Notes , ii. p.417; Sharpe, Ibis, 1875, p. 259; Str. F.\ i. 39; ix 148. Athene 
brodiei, Blyih, J . A. S. B. xi. p. 163; Gould , B. Asia pi. xxii; Oalcs t B 
British Burmah , ii. p. 159.—The Collared Pigmy Owlet. 

Head, back, wings and tail dusky brown, banded rather broadly on the 
head and narrowly on the back with white or fulvous white ; forehead with 
small spots of the same. Hind neck with a fulvous collar and a patch of 
black on each side. A white shoulder patch formed by the white markings on 
the outer web of the scapulars. Primaries dark brown with notches of white 
on the outer web ; secondaries the same, the bars on the inner ones larger. 
Upper-tail coverts dark brown, barred and spotted with white or fulvous white. 
Tail tipped with whitish and with 7 -8 bars across. Lores and supercilium white, 
the lores intermixed with black bristly feathers. Chin and fore neck white, 
separated by a dark band ; rest of under surface brown with pale fulvous or 
white bars ; under-wing coverts white, in some tinged yellowish with some few 
brown markings near the edge of the wing. Sill pale greenish yellow j toes a 
deeper yellow ; irides bright pale yellow. 

Length.— 6-5 to 7 inches; wing 3-45 to 37S » tai1 2 75 t0 2‘8 ; tarsus 08. 
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Nab .—Northern India, the Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Bengal, Assam, the 
Himalayas, and Nepaul. Besides the latter it is noted from Mussoorie 
and Darjeeling, also from Amherst, Mergui and Tennaserim, from Tawjy 
northwards. 

Mr. Hume says this pretty little owlet though nocturnal in its habits is very 
watchful by day ; when sealed motionless it appears as a knot or excrescence 
on the branch, but “ point in its direction,” or J.he moment your eyes are on 
it, it is aware that it has been recognized and darts away.' It is said to be as 
daring as the Falconets. Breeds during May and June, making little or no nest 
in the hollow of trees. Nest usually lined with feathers. Eggs 3—4, nearly 
round, and pure white. Feeds on young birds, mice, and insects. The 
flight of this bird, Mr. Thompson says, is rapid and vigorous. Glaucidium cas- 
taneonotum , Bly ., occurs in Ceylon, and may be found in Travancore 
or some part of Southern India. G. caslonopterum, a Javan species, is said 
to occur in Tennaserim, but of this there is no reliable information, and 
Mr. Hume surmises that if such a bird should be found in British Burmah, 
it will prove a distinct species. The coloration of the Javan bird is a deep 
chestnut with the usual barrings and a chestnut streaked abdomen. Wing 
5*7 inches. 


107 * Glaucidium radiatum. Tick. J. A. S. R . ii. p. 572; 
Sharpe , Ibis, 1876, p. 259; Walden , Ibis, vol. vi. 1S76, p. 343; Sharpe , Cat. 
StrigesB. M. p. 217. Athene radiata, Bly. J. A. S. B. xv. p. 2S1 ; Jerd. 
B, Ind. i. 143, No. 77; Ball Sir, ii. p. 383 ; Sir. F. iv. 373 ; vi. 36 ; Burn-, 
Rough Notes , ii. p. 409 ; id. Nests and Eggs Ind. B. i. p. 70; Vidal , B. 
South Concan, Sir. F. p. 39.—The Jungle Owlet. 

Above dusky brown, barred with rufous buff or rufescent whitish, rather 
broader on-the hind neck ; outer web of scapulars whitish with a few dusky 
spots or bars. Wing coverts rufescent, the bars broader than on the back. Edge 
of the wing white. Some of the outer webs of the greater coverts with 
large white spots; primaries and their coverts and secondaries dark 
brown, banded with rufous, the bands on the secondaries narrower than those 
on the primaries; tail dark brown narrowly tipped with whitish and with tight 
narrow white bands; chin, throat, and cheeks whitish ; rest of undersurface 
barred, except the centre of the body, which is barred transversely with dusky 
and whitish, the bars on the sides of the breast rather fulvous. Under-tail 
coverts while, with brown spots. Bill and feet greenish horny; iris golden 
yellow ; claws dusky. 

Length .— 8 to 8 5 inches ; wing 4*9 S i ted 2*85 to 3 ; tarsus i*o. 

Hab. —India generally, from the Himalayas southwards through the Penin¬ 
sula, but not extending far below the Neilgherries, Recorded from the N.-W. 
Provinces, Bengal, the Central Provinces, the Concan, Malabar and Travancore 
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also Rutnagherry, South India on the Neilgherries, British Burmah (?) and 
Nepaul. Whether this species is distinct from Malabaricum or not, li3s not 
been quite settled. Much has been written On the various phases of plumage 
of both these species, and it is argued that this is due to climatic influence. 
Sharpe, however, keeps the northern and southern forms distinct, calling Mala- 
bar icum a sub-species of rad fa/a. I have not had a sufficient number of speci¬ 
mens of the two forms, and hence cannot give an opinion. I follow Sharpe in 
keeping both separate till some one with enough materials will decide the points 
raised. 

The Jungle Owlet breeds in the early part of the summer in holes of trees, 
during April, May, and June. 

The eggs are pure white, round, and measure 1*2 by ro. The young are 
generally fully fledged by the end of June. It is easily tamed, and in confine¬ 
ment will eat readily of raw or cooked meat, insects, frogs, &c. Both adults 
and young are excessively noisy, and when teased make a peculiar hissing 
chattering tremulous noise. The cry, according to Mr. R. Thompson, is a 
too-roo-roo-roo, &c.> drawn out to a considerable length, and resembles that of 
the Common Goanna or Monitor Lizard. 

108. Glaucidium malabaricum, Bly. J. A. S. B. xv. p. 280, 

et. xix. p. 500; Jcrd. B. India , i. p. 144, No. 78; Hume, Rough No/cs , ii. 
p. 413; Sharpe, Ibis, 1875, pp. 6, 259; id, Cat. Striges. B. M. p. 21S. 
Athene castanoptera, BJy. J. A. S. B. xiv. p. 184. S/r . F. iv. 372; v # 
201. —The Malabar Owlet. 

Head, neck, and interscapulars uniform lightish rufous with narrow close 
dusky bars ; wings the same, but the colour deeper and the bands broader; 
primaries dark rufous, the first three barred throughout with dusky, the rest 
mostly unspotted or obscurely banded at the base and distinctly at the tip; 
secondaries barred throughout with rufous and dusky; outermost scapulars with 
large white spots forming a shoulder patch. Under surface of body barred 
throughout with rufous and dusky on the breast and dusky and w hite on the 
belly and flanks. Vent and under-tail coverts pure or buffy white; upper-tail 
coverts dusky barred with white ; tail dusky tipped w ith white and crossed 
with nine other bars of w'hite. Under-wing coverts white with a few' browai 
markings near the edge of the wing; the greater series with dusky tips, tibial 
and tarsal feathers white, with a few remains of dark bars. Bill and claw's 
black; irides yellow. 

Length, — 7*8 to 8 inches ; wing 4*5 to 4 8; tail 2*5 to 2-9 ; tarsus 0-9. 

Hah. —Southern India. Recorded from the Malabar Coast, Cochin, 
Wynaad, Southern Mysore, Travancorc, Madras and the Cone an. 

Habits like the last. 
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Mr. Frank Bourdillon, writing to Mr. Hume, says, this is a resident in 
Travancore, preferring the low jungles, though he has often heard one as high 
as 2,500 feet in heavy jungle. Feeds" during the hour after sunrise and before 
sunset. Mr. Hume observes that all the specimens got from Travancore are 
typical Malabaricum with the upper parts strongly ferruginous. 

109. Glaucidium CUCllloideS; Gould, Cent . Him. B. pi. 4; Sharpe, 
Ibis, 1875, p. 259 ; id. Cat. B. Br. Mtts. ii. p. 219 ; Hum, and Dav. S. F. vi. 
p. 37 ; Hume, Str. F. viii. p. 84; Bingham , Sir. F. ix.'p. 148; Oates, Sir. F. 
x. p. 183; id. B. Br. Burmah, ii, p. 162. Noctua cuculoides, Vig, P. Z. S., 
1831, p. 8. Athene cuculoides, Jerd . B. Lid., i. p. I 45 > No. 79; Hume 
Bough Notes, ii. p. 414 ; id. Nests and Fggs, p. 71 ; id. Sir. F. iii. p. 39 ; 
Wardlaw - Ramsay , Ibis, 1887, p. 454; Marshall, B. Chumba, N. - IF. Himalaya, 
p. 408. — The Large-barred Owlet. 

Whole upper plumage and wings brown, closely barred all over with ochra- 
ceous ; ear coverts, sides of the neck, a band across the throat and the whole 
breast similarly banded. A broad moustachial band reaching to the ear 
coverts, and a large patch on the foreneck white ; outer webs of some of the 
scapulars and outermost wing coverts with large patches of white; centre of 
abdomen, vent and under-tail coverts white, the sides of the former and flanks 
streaked with rufous; axillaries and under-wing coverts pale buff. The 
latter with a few brown streaks ; tail blackish, tipped with white and with six 
bars 0/ the same colour; thighs in front rufous; iris bright yellow; eyelids 
greenish plumbeous ; cere brown; bill pale green, the tip of the upper man¬ 
dible yellow. Legs greenish yellow; claws brown. 

Length.—8-7 to S*9 inches; wing 5710 5*S; tail 3*2 to 3*8; tarsus 1 to 
i*02 ; bill from gape 0*9. Females larger. 

Hab. —The Himalayas to Nepaul, extending to Burmah and Siam. Found 
in Assam, Arracan, and Tenasserim, and also in China. Recorded from the 
Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Bengal, the Central Provinces, British Burmah, and 
Nepaul. Spread all over British Burmah and along the lower ranges of the 
Himalayas, and generally throughout Northern India. Breeds in the Himalayas 
from March to May, laying 3—4 e £8 s » "bich are pure white and glossy. In 
shape almost spherical to broad ovals, and measure from 1-38 to 1*48 X n - 
to 1‘24 inches. The nests are made in holes of trees, without anv lining. The 
species inhabits forests, gardens, and bamboo groves ; or large orchards. 
G. Whilelyi is another species found as yet only in Japan and China, and is 
believed to occur in Burmah. 


Sub-Family II.— SYRNHNiE.— Hooting Owls. 

Wings moderate, somewhat rounded ; tarsus leathered* Head larger than 

in the last; ear conch larger than the eye, with large operculum shutting in 
the ear ; facial disk distinct; wings long 2nd and 3rd quills longest. 
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Gen. AsiO-— Rriss. 

Characters, same as those of the Sub-Family. 

110 . AsiO OtllS, Lin. S . N. i. p. 13 2 ; Sharpe , CaL Singes, p.227. 
Otus vulgaris, Fleming , l?nV. i 4 ;/. p. 56 ; Gray , GV«. A i. p. 4O; A 

Eur. pi. 39; Jerd. Birds hid. i. p. 125, No. 67 ; Loche Exp. Sci. Alger. 
Ois. p. 96; Rough Notes , ii. p. 3 6 3 5 Murray, JTdbk ., Zw/., $•<?., *SVW, 

p. 121. Murray Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 99.—Otus communis, Less. Traite. 
p. 110.—The Long-eared Owl. 

Head, neck, and breast yellowish brown, or lawny yellow, with mesial dark 
brown longitudinal streaks to the feathers, many of which are margined 
whitish and pencilled with dusky brown ; ear-tufts 1—i A inch, brownish black 
in the middle, edged tawny, the upper edge of the inner web whitish ; fore¬ 
head finely mottled, whitish, dusky and ferruginous; face dusky white with 
hair-like lines of black; feathers round the eye blackish; ear coverts yellowish, 
tipped with dusky brown ; facial ruff white, the fathers tipped with black ; 
chin white; throat with stiff feathers in continuation of the ruff, spotted and 
centred with dark brown; rest of under surface orange-buff, sometimes 
whitish, with a broad mesial streak of dark brown, the feathers of the abdomen 
having also dusky frecklings. Under-wing coverts huffy or light tawny, a few 
of the°feathcrs narrowly lined with brown. Back dusky brown, much mottled 
with orange-buff and whitish; wing coverts and scapulars with a large oval 
spot on the outer web. Edge of wing white ; wing underneath yellowish 
white, the dark bars on the inner webs distinct. Primaries dusky brown, with 
Pars of tawny or reddish yellow, the tawny interspaces towards the tips of the 
feathers narrow, and vermiculated with brown ; the tips entirely brown. 
Secondaries greyish white, barred with dusky; the margins of the inner webs 
huffy; upper-tail coverts yellowish brown, edged and vermiculated with dusky 
brown. Upper-tail coverts white, the shafts towards the tips of some of the 
feathers with a broad dusky spot. Tail tawny buff or yellowish brown, cross¬ 
ed by seven bands of dark brown and vermiculated near the tip, the outer 
feathers with ten narrow dark brown bands. Tarsal plumes tawny or yellowish 
buff and unspotted. Bill of a dusky horn colour. Irides orange yellow. 

Length. —13*5 to 14 inches; wing 1175; 6; tarsus r6. 

_ Throughout Europe, across Siberia to Japan and China (Sharpe); 

the Himalayas from Ncpaul to Cashmere, N.-W. Provinces, the Punjab and 
\fohanistan. It it also recorded from Eastern Turkistan, N. Africa and 
j.Vyp t In Sind it is sr winter visitant. Nothing is known of the breeding 
(Tibia species in India. Mr. Hume, however, in Rough Notes, says he has 
reason to believe it is a permanent resident of the forests of the interior of 
the Himalayas Yarrell and others assert that it does not make a nest for itself, 
but occupies the deserted habitation of some othei bird, as the crow, ringdove, 
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&c. The eggs are four in number, white, oval and smooth, 1*7 by 1*29. The 
young are hatched by the end of April. 


111 . Asio accipitriuus, Pall. Reis. Russ. Reichs. i. p. 455 ; Sharps, 
Cat. Striges, p. 225. Strix brachyotus, Forst. Phil. Trans, lxii. p. 384; Gm. 
S. N. i. p. 289. Otus brachyotus, Steph. Gen. Zool. xiii. pi. 2, p. 57 ; Jcrd. 
B.Ind. i. p. 127, No. 68; Gurney, Ibis , 1 868, p. 150; Hume, Rough Notes 
ii. p. 364; Murray , Zool . , Spc., Sind, p. 118. Asio brachyotus, McGill. 
Ur. B. iii. p. 461. Asio accipitrinus, Newt. Ed. Farr. Bni. B. Shelley, B. 
Egypt . — The Short- eared Owl. 

PLATE* 

Adult. — Head, neck and back dark brown, the feathers broadly margined 
with ochraceous buff; the scapulars much paler on their outer margins, 
and with brown irregular markings, which form ovate spots of whitish 
buff. Secondaries brown, mottled with ochraceous buff and tipped and mar¬ 
gined on the inner web with whitish buff; primary coverts dark brown with a 
few ochraceous spots. Quills ochraceous buff, tipped whitish and with dark 
brown bands, which are distinct on both webs. Upper-tail coverts ochraceous, 
faintly edged with a darker shade; under-tail coverts pale fulvous, with a 
mesial dark streak on some of the feathers; tarsal plumes unspotted ochra¬ 
ceous. Ear-tufts 0*5 inch long; chin whitish, in some specimens buffy. Ruff 
whitish, or whitish buff, and speckled with spots of brown ; plumes above the 
eye whitish buff, with mesial dark brown streaks; facial aspect dull while, the 
lores brownish ; feathers round the eye black ; ear coverts ochraceous, with 
narrow black shaft-lines. Breast and entire under parts ochraceous buff 
streaked with chirk brown raesially, these streaks narrowing into linear shaft 
lines on the lower breast and abdomen. Under-wing coverts buffy white, with 
a few dark streaks. Tail dark brown, whitish at tip, and with 6 bars of 'ochra¬ 
ceous buff mottled with brown. Cere and bill brownish black. 

Length— 14 to 15 inches; wing 13; fail 5 to 6; tarsus 1-75. Female, 
length —15*5 inches ; wing 12*5; tail 6*7; tarsus 1*85. 

Hub. —Throughout Europe, and nearly all India; it occurs in Beloochistan, 
Persia, Egypt, East Turkiston, Cilgit (Cashmere) and Nepaul; also in the 
Punjab, N-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Central and Southern India, Kutcli, 
Guzerat, Rajputana, the Concan and Deccan. In Sind it is a winter visitant, 

. yid is not uncommon, especially in the Northern and Central parts, keeping to 
low jungle and long grass. 

This is another species of whose breeding in India nothing is known. 1„ 
England it is known to lay its eggs on the ground in long grass. Eggs 3- 4 
in number, smooth and white, ^ 7 + '•*> inches. Breeds in April and 
May. In India it is found in long II ls » "‘'grant commg i„ about 

the beginning of winter. 
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Gen. Syrnium— Savigny 

Head not so large as in the Striges. No ear-tufts ; toes thickly feathered, 
with hair-like bristles or entirely bare ; feet stout. Ears moderately large and 
operculate. 

112 . Syrnium Butleri, Asio Butleri , Hume , Sir. F. vii. 187S, 
p. 316; Tristram, Ibis , 1S80, p. 245.— The Mekran Wood-Owl. 

Chin, cheeks, entire space inside the ruff white, tiiiged fawny below and 
behind the eye ; some few of the loral bristles dark-shafted towards their tips, 
but inconspicuously so ; feathers of the ruff across the throat and as far as 
opi>osite the gape, are grey brown, margined throughout their length pretty 
broadlv, and tipped with cream colour, more rufescent and fawny towards the 
tips ; the rest of the feathers of the ruff from gape round and behind the eye are 
verv peculiar; when examined closely they are rather pale, French grey on one 
surface, warm brown on the other, and obscurely tipped with rufescent 
fawn ; forehead, crown, occiput and nape pale rufescent fawn obscurely 
mottled with dusky brown; when the feathers are closely examined, the 
basal portions are bluish dusky, the rest pale rufescent fawn or buff with an 
obscure ill-defined dusky brown bar, some little distance from the tip, and 
another imperfect bar or spot of the same colour near the tip; lesser-wing 
coverts from the carpal joint uniform smoky brown, somewhat intermediate 
between a hair brown and an earth brown; scapulars, back, median and 
greater-wing coverts dull pale rufescent fawn, clouded and streaked with 
brown, most of the secondary, median and greater coverts having more or less 
pure white spots or blotches on the outer wefbs near the tips. First primary 
almost uniform brown, edged creamy while on the outer web, and a mottling 
of the same towards the middle of the inner web near the base; rest of the 
quills lighter brown, regularly barred with pale fawn colour, duller and shaded 
with grey brown on the inner webs towards the tips becoming white away from 
the shaft towards the bases ; tail tipped with nearly pure white, and exactly of 
the same character as the quills, but the bars on the two central feathers are 
reduced to mere blotches on either side of the shaft; breast and abdomen 
creamy, the sides of the breast with a few indistinct transverse dusky bands, 
and those of the latter with narrow brown shaft stripes. Entire wing-lining, 
basal portions of the quills, vent, lower-tail coverts, legs and feet pure white ; 
lower surface of the tail grey brown barred with white. 

Bill and cere blackish horny; culmen and tips of both mandibles pale 
yellowish horny ; feet greenish olive. 

Length .—14 inches; wing 9*95 ; tail 6 ; tarsus 2*05; bill from gape 20 ; 
from margin of cere (0 point o’f>. 

IIah .—Oormara on the Mekran Coast, 
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This bird has been included in the Indian Avifauna owing to the country in 
which it was first discovered, being under British Administration. Oormara 
is only about 60 miles from Kurrac-hee, the seaport of Scinde, and it is 
not unlikely it may be found to occur there. Of its habits and nidification 
nothing is known. 

113 . Syrnium nivicolum, Hodgs. in Grafs Zool. Misc. p. §2 ; 
jBlyth, J. A. S. B. xix. pp. 185, 550; Jerd. B. Bid. i. p. 124. No. 66 : 
Hume, Rough Notes , ii. p. 359; Sharpe , Cal. Striges, hi* P* 250.— 1 he 
Himalayan Wood-Owl. 

Above mottled dark brown and fulvous, the outer webs of the scapulars 
white or with a fulvous tinge, and forming a conspicuous shoulder patch. 
Quills brown with whitish interrupted bands; tail brown with 8 --9 bars of light 
brown marbled towards the tips; sides of the neck and eyebrows also with 
a good deal of white; chin Whitish; disc greyish mottled with biown, 
slightly darker round the eyes ; ruff with a few’ brown markings ; lower part* 
mottled with brown, white and fulvous bars and lines; tarsal feathers narrowly 
barred brown, and the toes feathered to nearly the tips, where there are 2—3 
moderate transverse scales. Irides dark brown; bill pale fleshy yellow , 
cere faintly brown. 

Length. —16 to 18 inches; wing 11 to 127 ; tail 7 to 77 ; tarsus 2 102*15. 

IJab . — The Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, and from Murree (the Himalayas), 
extending into Western China. Mr. Hume has had it from Daijceling and 
Kotegurh, and Capt. Marshall got one at Kussowlic, at a height of only 5,00 > 
feet above the sea. 


The species is allied to the European S. Ahico ; the difference is in the 
smaller size of Aluco* and the proportionally larger and stronger bill and claws 
of the Indian species. 


Nothing appears to be known of its nidification. 


114. Syrnium sinense, Lath. Ind . Or?/. Supp. p. xvi. Strix seloputo, 
Hon/. Tram. Lin. Socy. xiii. P- i 4 °- Stris pagodarum, Tan. pi. col. 230. 
Bulaca sinense, Hume, Rough Notes, ii. p. 357. Syrnium linens* Sharp.-. 
Cat. Striges, It. Mas.- ii. p. 261 : Hume. S. F iii. p. 37 : id. and Davison 
S. F. vi. p 28; Oates, S. F. vii. P- 45 ; Hume, S. F v.ii. p. S3; Bingham, 
S. F. is. p. 146; Oates, S. F. X. p. i >*. B. British Hannah, ii. p. ih 4 .— 
The Malayan Wood-Ow'l. 


Forehead, clnn, and facial disc rather bnght ferruginous w.thorn marks ; 
lower edge of disc whitish; a large patch on the throat pure wlntc; a space 
between this patch and the chin ferruginous .ear coverts black, barred shghtly 
at die lower end with ferruginous; top of head and neck very dark 
,-n, each feather with two wh.te spots on either web, the spo 
ede from the front ot the 1 


chocolate brow- 
becoming larger as they rec 


sides of the 
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darker, the spots turning into bars; the back, scapulars, rump and upper- 
wing coverts chocolate brown, paler than on the head; the back with large 
white bars ; the lesser-wing coverts with a fexv white spots; the greater*wing 
coverts with large white spots on both webs; the rump barred with white ; the 
scapulars with large bar-like drops of white; the exterior feathers, which are 
usually concealed, being almost entirely white, with ferruginous brown bars ; 
primary coverts, plain rufous brown, the general colour of the wings much 
the same as that of tire upper plumage, but duller; the primaries and 
secondaries barred with fulvous on both webs, except on the first four pri¬ 
maries, where the outer webs are barred with whitish ; the tertiaries broadly 
barred with white, turning to rufous bars at the bases of the feathers; tail 
much the same tint as the back, the central rectrices very sparsely barred with 
whitish (probably disappearing with age), the others barred narrowly on the 
outer and broadly on the inner web with fulvescent white ; all the rectrices 
tipped with dull white ; the lower plumage with the under-wing coverts white 
with numerous bars of dark brown ; bases of the feathers which are very much 
decomposed and bright fulvous in colour, show through the plumage in 
patches; the bars on the thighs narrower and more numerous. 

In the young the whole upper plumage is white, barred with chocolate brown, 
the tips to the tail feathers very white and broad; the whole lower plumage 
white, closely barred with brown; thighs plain fulvous white ; facial disc as 
in the adult. 

Bill and cere dark horny brown; the mouth flesh colour; iris dark brown.; 
edges of the eyelids pink ; toes brown ; claws dark horn. 

Length .— iS to 20 5 inches ; tail 7*6 to 9; wing 14-4 to 15 6 ; tarsus 2-15 
to 2’3 ; bill from gape 15 inches. 

Hah. —British Burmah, Java, Siam, Cochin-China, Borneo, and Penang; 
distributed over Pegu and Tennaserim. Common near Kyrikpadien and the 
towns of Pegu and Rangoon. Capt. Fielden procured some at Thayetrnyo, 
and "Mr. Davison and others in the extreme south of Tennasserim, while Capt. 
Bingham heard its note in the Thoongyecn Valley. According to Oates the 
species frequents ever green forests and groves of trees near pagodas and 
ruined temples or monasteries. It is strictly nocturnal in its habits, and feeds 
principally on insects. During the day it roosts on a high branch well 
protected by leaves. Of its eggs f have no record, but Oates says he look the 
young birds in March, and that the eggs appear to be deposited in a roomy 
fork of some large tree, at no great height from the ground. 

116 . Syrnium ocellatum, Less. Rev. Zool. 1839, P- 28 9 ; Gould, 
Asia pt. xxii.; Sharpe , Cat. Striges , ii. p. 263. Bulaca ocellata, Hume, Rough 
Holes, li, p. 383 ; hi. Nests and Eggs. hid. B. p* *1 • Syrnium sinense, B/yih, 
J. A S. B. xi. p. 162; Jad. B. hid. i. p. l 2 3 - Bulaca sinensis, Gray , Cat. 
Are. 1K44. p, 43 ; Btythjbis . 1865, p. 29,-TiiK Mottled Wood-Owl. 
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General colour above rufous-orange, the. feathers of the crown and hind- 
neck mottled with black and white, each feather having a double white 
spot at the tip, preceded by a distinct black bar; back greyer, each feather 
being orange at the base, but for the terminal half crossed with distinct 
2igzag bars of dark brown, the interspaces being white, thickly mottled 
with brown vermiculations ; the scapulars externally white, crossed with narrow- 
brown bars, forming a conspicuous shoulder patch; wing coveits coloured 
like the back and mottled with grey in the same manner, the greater 
series rather whiter than the rest; primary coverts dark brown with a few 
zigzag markings of ashy grey on the outer web. Primaries dark brown, 
barred across w f ith lighter brown, these bars nearly obsolete on the inner v, eb 
and represented by an ashy spot on the outer one, the spots clouded and 
obscured by brown vermiculations, the inner webs orange for the basal half 
with brown cross bars; secondaries for the most part ashy white like the back, 
vermiculated with brown; the tips of the feathers brown, crossed in the same 
way with ashy whitish bars, there being altogether 8—9 in number on the tail: 
sides of the face greyish-white, mottled all over with minute black bars, the 
ear coverts orange in the centre ; facial ruff dark chocolate brow-n, many of the 
feathers spotted with white, those on the lower parts inclining to orange and the 
plumes under the chin being white with narrow black bars, in both instances 
assimilating to the adjacent parts of the body; chin and the patch on the fore¬ 
neck white, the plumes on the latter with a few narrow terminal bars of dark 
brown ; rest of under surface white, narrowly barred with dark brown, the 
whole of thy feathers orange at base, this colour showing conspicuously on the 
chest; leg feathers as well as under-wing and tail coverts while, barred with 
dark brown ; the greater series of under-wing coverts blackish with light, 
orange-buff bases, thus resembling the inner lining of the wing which is orange- 
buff for the greater part of the inner webs of the feathers, the ends being brown 
barred across with lighter brown; bill horny black, pale and greyish on 
lower mandible; cere dingy, a dirty pinkish, brownish or yellowish horny. 
Varies a good deal. Bare part of toes pale greenish brown ; soles yellowish 
white; iris brown, light in some species, and deep or dark in others. 
(Hume.) 

Length* —17*9 to 21 inches; wing 13*0 to 13 9; tail 7*4 to 8-5 ; tarsus 2-05 
to 2-4. 


Hab .—Throughout the greater part of India, east of the Sutlej, and of the 
Indus below its junction with the former, and west ot the Ganges. It is 
W. Provinces, Central and Southern India, the 


recorded from the Punjab, N.-W. ----- — 
sub-Himalayan Valleys, the Central Provinces, Kutch. Katt.awar, Guzerat, 
Mount \boo, the Cnncans and Deccan. Accordmg to Jerdon in the 
Carnatic, in parts of Mysore and the forests ot Malabar, hut not in Ceylon 
nor in Lower Bengal. 
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This beautifully piumaged species is only found in well-wooded districts at 
no great elevation. Its hoot is loud, harsh and resonant. Of its nidification 
little is known. The normal number of eggs is two, deposited, like as in 
the previous species, in large depressions or in the fork of trees, generally 
peepul or mango at about from 10 to 20 feet from the ground. There is no 
nest, so to speak, but a little dry touchwood, and a few dead leaves. The eggs 
are round, oval, white, and in some instances with a delicate creamy tinge. 
In length they vary from 1*94 to 2 T inches and in breadth from 1*63 to 175. 
The months in which the young are hatched are generally April and May, 
sometimes at the end of March. Lieut. Barnes, however, says he took full 
fledged nestlings from a large hole in a tree at Saugor, Central Provinces, as 
early a5 the 22nd February. 


116 . Syrnium newarense, Hodgs. Asiat. Res. xix. p. i6S ; Hume, 
Rough Notes, ii. p. 348 ; id. Nests and Eggs, Ind. B. p. 6o ; Jerd. B. Ind. i. 
p. 122, No. 64. — The Nepaul Brown Wood-Owl. 

Upper parts rich brown, quill and tail feathers barred whity brown, under 
surface pale rusty, with numerous narrow brown bands ; inner scapulars the 
same ; throat white ; rump and upper-tail coverts also faintly barred ; forehead, 
crown and occiput deep blackish brown ; the stiff bristle-like feathers in front 
and above the angle of the eyes dark-shafted ; legs and feet densely feathered 
to the last joint of the toes; bill greenish horny, bluish towards base ; cere (?) 
plumbeous. 

Length. —21*5 to 24 inches (2S ? Sharpe ); wing I5’2 to 15*5 ; tail 9 75 
to 10 75 ; tarsus 275 to 3. 

Hab.— N.-W. Provinces, the Himalayas, and Nepaul. Recorded from 
Simla, Koteghur, B Burmah (?), Bussahir, Kumaon, and the Neilghernes (?) 


This species, Mr. Hume says, so far as he knows, lays in May. He sa>s r 
“contrarv to what might have been expected, the nest was placed on a shelf pi 0- 
jecting from the face of a low precipice ; immediately above it projected a 
1 ir-e point of rock from which depended a perfect curtain of bushes which 
reached' the'tops of the trees growing at the foot of the precipice. The nest, 
according to the Paharees, with Mr. Hume, was composed of sticks with a few 
feathers intermingled. The nest contained (6th June), three very young birc s. 
Mr. Hume like other Ornithologists, who have of late years worked at the subject, 
doubts the distinctness of this species from S- ind ranee. 1 he following re¬ 
marks are his, and the quotations too from his invaluable Scrap-book which 
gives some very material information in regard to measurements of such of the 


specimens of this species in his possession, 


from which it will be seen that the 


auvv.nuv.uo “FVV.VU ..- I-- r , e r / 1 C 11 

i, hv Dr. Terdon for Indrance, and tall 

dimensions very little exceed those given n> i 

v . r u "i • , i . , p/c A Burmese sk/n differed in none 

short of those which he gives for Newarensis. - 

of its dimensions by more than a mere fraction 1 K m °J r,n ° 1 dn ' ' l 
young male ; he adds that notwithstanding Mr. BM 1 s opinion. ne\eit u 
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still hold, that the distinction of size is, to say the least , neither so constant nor 
so material as has been asserted, and has by no means been so established as 
to render (if Dr. Jerdon’s measurements of the Southern race are reliable), a 
specific separation of the Northern and Southern birds, certainly requisite. Dr. 
Jerdon gives the wing of Southern species at from 13 to 14 inches. 


The Burmese bird has them.. 14*S ,, 

The two Simla specimens (Young). 15*2 ,, 

The adult . 15*5 „ 

A Bussahir specimen . i6'2 „ 

A large Kumaon one. 167 „ 


While Dr. Stohckza wrote to say, that a specimen 21 inches in length had 
wings a little over iS inches, and a Himalayan specimen from Baron Hugel 
was decidedly smaller, the wing measuring 15 inches. The species affects well- 
wooded localities, but so far as Mr. Hume’s experience goes, affects small pre¬ 
cipices on the sides of wooded hills. It is like sinense , strictly nocturnal in its 
habits, and feeds on large insects. 

1 have not sufficient material to give an opinion either way : Mr. Sharpe too 
has not given his opinion, and has placed 5. indr a nee as an inhabitant of the 
Peniusula of India, Ceylon and the Malayan Peninsula. 

With Mr. A. O. Hume’s large Museum at his elbows, it is hoped, the 
question will soon be worked out. In the meantime it would be well to keep 
Sykes' Indranee as a distinct species. 

117. Syrnimn indranee, Sykes, p. z. S. 1832, p. 82; Hors/, and 
Moore , Cat . B. M. E. 1 . Co. i. p. 83; Jcrd. B. I/id. i. p. 121, No. 63; I/o/ds:e, 
P. Z. S. 1872, p. 415; Hume , Sir. F. 1873, P- 429; Legge, Str. F. 1S74, 
p. 349: Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. M. p. 2S2. Bulaca indranee, (Kaup/ Hume. 
Rough Notes , ii. p. 347. —The Southern Wood-Owl. 

Above hair brown darkest on the head and neck ; the greater coverts, 
scapulars, and tertiaries banded with white, the outer scapulars being almost 
white with brown bars; rump and upper-tail coverts also faintly barred with 
fulvous ; quills brown, barred with pale fulvous on both webs, and, with narrow 
whitish bars and a white tip; disc black round the eye, with a pale whiti-h 
upper edge or supercilium, rufous externally; ruff brown with some white 
markings; beneath pale fulvous white, narrowly and closely barred with 
brown; quills and tail beneath dusky brown, with white bars; bill pale 
greenish; irides deep brown ; claws horny reddish. 

Length. — u) to 21 inches ; wing 13 t0 *4 ; tail 8 to 9 ; tarsus 27; mid toe and 
claw 2-5 ; toes feathered three quarters of their length, with strong scuta 
beyond; wings reach nearly to the end of tail. The above is Dr. Jerdon’s des¬ 
cription. He gives the habitat as 11 throughout Southern India, ip Ceylon and 
the Malayan Peninsula, not yet in Burroah. Refer to notes for distribution 
uuder S. neuarense . 
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Hinder margin of sternum entire, with no distinct cleft; inner margin of 
middle claw serrated. Head large, densely feathered. Eyes surrounded with 
a circle of radiating feathers ; between the anterior portion of the facial area a 
frontal patch of small stiff feathers always present. Bill short, covered by stiff 
bristles. Feet feathered to the toes. 


Gen. StriX—■ Linn, (in pi.) 

Nasal fossae large ; nostrils lunate. Wings reaching far beyond the tail; tad 
short, slightly rounded; 2nd quill longest; tarsi scantily feathered. 



118. Strix flammea, Lin. S. N. i. p. '33 ; Tm- Man. d'Om. .. 9 <; 
C.nuld 1 ) Eur. i. pi. 36 ; Murray. Vert., Zool, Sind, p. tot. Strix Javan.ca. 
Cm. S N. i. p. 295 ; Jtrd. Mad. Journ. x. p. 8s ; id. Birds of Ind. i. p. n 7 , 
No. 60 i Hume, Nests and Eggs, Indian Birds ; Murray lldbk.. Zool. &., 
Sind p . m. Strix indica, Blylh, Ibis ,. '860, p. 25 ; Hume, Rough Roles, 11. 
p 342 ; id. Sir. F. .873, p. 163 et 1875, p. 37 --The Indian Screech Owl. 

Head pale buff, mottled with light grey, each feather tipped with a white spot 
and edged darker. Neck silky white, sometimes tinged yellowish and with 
small brown spots; the ruff the same, with darker tips; chin, throat, and 
breast, and under parts white, the feathers of the breast and abdomen with 
small black specks. Scapulars and back pale buff, mottled w.th grey, each 
feather with a terminal dark-edged white spot. Pr.mar.es buff on the outer 
web and paler on the inner, edged with white and bar.ed w.th brown, the outer 
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web finely speckled. Tail pale buff with 4—5 dark bars, tip whitish, and the 
inner web of the lateral feathers pure white. Under tail coverts and tarsal 
plumes white; under wing and thigh coverts white with small dark spots; 
facial disci pure white with a rufous spot in the corner of each eye. Bill \ellow- 
ish white, irides black ; cere flesh coloured. 

Length. —13 to 14 inches ; wing 1 1; tail 2*5; tarsus 2*5 to 275. 

Bab .—Throughout Europe, India, BeloochiStan, Afghanistan and Ceylon, 
extending through Burmah. Oates says it is abundant in Pegu and Arrakan, 
and Capt. Bingham records it from near Moulmein. In Burmah it is found chiefly 
in woods. It breeds in holes of trees or in the ground. Eggs 5 in number. 

119 . Strix Candida, 'Tick. /. A. S. B. ii. p. 572 ; Jcrd. Ill . I?id. Oni. 
pi- 3 °; 7 er d. B. Ind. i. p. 118, No. 61; Gould B. Asia , pt. xxiv.; Sharpe , 
Cat. B. M. ii. p. 308; Glaux Candida, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xix. p. 513 ; Ball, 
Sir. F. 1874, p. 381 ; Ilume , Rough Notes, ii. p. 345 ; id. Nests and Eggs , 
Ind. B. p. 60. Strix Candida, Ilume , Sir. F. viii. p. 83 ; Oates , Sir. F. 
x. p. 181. —The Grass-Owl. 

The whole of the plumage, with median and greater wing coverts, dark glossy 
brown, the feathers yellow at the base, this colour being more or less mixed with 
the brown, according to the disarrangement of the plumage; each feather with 
a small spot of white near the lip ; lesser wing coverts pale orange-buff spotted 
with brown ; tail buffy white; the central feathers completely barred across 
with dark brown, the others successively less barred, the outermost feathers 
being nearly pure white; the quills in general orange-buff, barred with brown, 
and the tips also brown ; the whole of the face and sides of the neck white; a 
patch of black in front of the eye; whole lower plumage pure white; the 
abdomen, under wing coverts, sides of the breast and body spotted with brown ; 
irides very dark brown; bill horny ; legs livid. (Jcrd.) 

Length .—14 to 14*5 inches ; tail 52 to 5*5 ; wing 13-3 ; tarsus 3-1 to 3-2. 

2 {ab. —India, Burmah, Upper Assam, and the Indo-Chinese sub-region; 
also the Phillipine Islands and N. Australia. Jerdon says he procured it on 
the Neilgherries at about 6,000 ft. elevation, also in the Carnatic and in 
Central India. According to Tickell (Jcrd.), it is found throughout Bengal 
and the Upper Provinces. In Burmah Colonel Lloyd got it at Toonghoo. 
In Eastern Bengal it is common, and lays its eggs on the ground during 
November and December. In Pehra Phoon a young bird was shot by Mr. 
R. Thompson during March and April- As its English name implies, it lives 
in long grass. 

Gen. PllodilUS hid. Geo/. St. Ilihire. 

Facial disc irregular, the area above ibe C)0 bring not equal to that below 
jt Wings rounded, reaching to nearly the lip of the tail; im quill equal to the 
,oth; tarsus feathered, inner toe longer ihxn midtoe; outer toe reversible. 

17 
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120. PhodilUS badius, Hors/. Tr.Lin. Soc. xm. p. 139; '«'• Zool. 
Research., Java, pi. 37 ; W. G. St. Hilaire, An. Sc. xxi. p. 201 ; -Jerd. B. 
Ind. i. p. 119, No. 62 ; Wall. Ibis. 1S68, p. 26 ; Gray, Hand. 1 . B. 1. p. 52 5 
Gould B. Asia, pi. xxii.; Walden, Ibis, 1872, p. 3 6 5 ; Hume, Rough Nates, 11. 
p. 346 ; id. Sir. F. 1873, p. 429 ; Hume and Dav. S. F. vi. p. 27 ; Hume, 
S. F. viii. p. 83; Oates, S. F. x. p. 1S1 ; id. B. Burmah, ii. p. 166; Sharpe, 
Cal. B. B. M . ii. p. 309. — The Bay Screech Owl. 

Forehead and anterior half of the crown, delicate pinkish white ; remainder of 
the crown and nape very deep chestnut; the whole upper plumage, wings, and 
tail lighter chestnut; quills banded black on the inner web; the first two or 
three on the outer web also ; the first primary and first primary-covert as well 
as the winglet with their outer webs white and with broad transverse dark 
bars as on the quills; tail with more or less perfect bars on both webs; the 
feathers of the other parts each with a small black mark, and those of the 
greater wing coverts, scapulars and tertiaries with some white shaft spots; 
feathers round the eye deep chestnut; disc whitish, marked with chestnut; 
under surface fulvous pink, sparingly spotted with brown, except on the tarsi 
and under-tail coverts; bill fleshy white ; toes pale livid; irides brown. 

Length .—11 to 12 inches; wing J 3 to 7-5; tail 3'3 to 3 ' 5 i tarsus 17 to 
1*9. Females slightly larger. 

Hab. —Nearly all India to the North, ranging through Burmah, Pegu, Java 
and Borneo, the Eastern Himalayas and Ceylon. Mr. Thompson records it 
from Dehra Dhoon, and Jerdon obtained specimens at Darjeeling and Khasia 
Hills. In Burmah Captain Fielden obtained it at Thayetmyo, and Captain 
Wardlaw-Ramsay at Toonghoo and on the Kharen Hills, east of Toonghoo. 

Nothing is known of the habits of the Bay Screech-Owl, nor anything of its 
nidification. The natives assert that it approaches the tiger, with the same 
familiarity as Pastor Jolla, Hors/., does the buffalo, and does not fear to 
alight on the tiger’s back. 
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In beginning the second Order, viz., the Passeriformes , or Perching Birds, I 
follow Mr. Bowdler Sharpe in the arrangement of the orders and sub-orders, as 
well as the various divisions and sections which this most extensive group can¬ 
not but contain. Mr. Sharpe explains that the system of classification for the 
higher groups of Passerine birds followed in his work is that of Professor A. H. 
Garrod, who, after an exhaustive consideration of many points in their anatomy, 
has established his classification on several characters after devoting his atten¬ 
tion to the characters given by Professor Sundevall and Dr. Elliott Coues. For 
the lower groups he follows as far as possible the divisions of Professor 
Sundevall's “Tentamen” without adopting their exact order. All the great 
ornithologists have been consulted, and such authorities as Professor Garrod, 
Mr. Wallace, Professors Baicd and Ridgeway have helped him in his great work, 
which cannot but be of the greatest assistance to students and working ornitho¬ 
logists. In regard to Genera, though following Sharpe, it will be necessary in 
this work to modify their characters to a certain extent. 

ORDER II.—PASSERIFORMES. 

Perching birds, with a nude oil gland and colic cseca. Cf. Garrod, P. Z . 
S,, 1874, p. 119; (S/iarpe, Cat. Pass. B. B. Musi) 

SUB-ORDER I —PASSERES. 

Anomalogonatous birds with the second, third, and fourth toes directed for¬ 
wards and the hallux backwards ; the flexor longtis hallucis muscle independent 
of the flexor perforans digiiorum , the caeca coli short but at the same time 
of characteristic shape; oil gland nude; palate a'githognathous; tensor 
patagii brevis, specialized and quite peculiar. ( Garr .) 

DIVISION L-ACROMYODI. 

Sub-Division I. Passeres Normales. 

Section A. — Turd formes. Typical or Thrush-like Passeres, with 10 pri¬ 
maries, the first more or less markedly reduced in size. ( Cf. Wallace .) 

GROUP I.—COLIOMORPII/E. 

Bill stout, generally of large size, not deflected at all or very little so. Chin 
angle produced before the line of the nostrils ; cutting edge of lower man¬ 
dible simple; tongue thick and fleshy, the tip horny, slight, divided or split 
in various ways; feet in most, strong and large, with the claw of the midtoe 
oblique. {Cf Sund. Av. Tent.) ; Sharpe, Cat, Pass. B. B . Mus. 

Family.— C0RVII) ‘ 1£ - 

Bill without a distinct sub-terminal notch in the upper mandible ; hallux 
strong; its claw not as long as the midioe and claw. I ocs normal. 


CORVIDS. 



Many of the birds which constitute this family are nearly alike in their 
plumage and habits. It includes the Rook, the Raven, the Magpie, the 
Crows, the Jackdaw, the Chough, and others. Members of this family are 
found in almost every part of the known world. While some feed on earth¬ 
worms, insects as well as reptiles, others act the part of scavengers by feeding 
on putrid flesh and removing noxious matter. Though restless and noisy—the 
crows especially—they are active and sagacious, and have strong propensities 
for thieving. In general the family constitutes many which are readily tamed 
and taught to talk or articulate words. As for the Corvus genus, every one 
could testify to their voracious habits. They have been known to commit such 
havoc in some countries, that it became necessary to set a price on their 
heads. They are monogamous, and live in a kind of society. 1 hey moult 
only once a year. 

Gen, Trypanoeorax- Bp. 

Wing never falling short of the tip, more than the tenth of tarsus; face 
and nostrils bare. 

121 . Trypanoeorax frugilegus, Linn. S. N. i. p. 150; Gould, 
Birds Eur. iii. pi. 24; McGillivray , Brit. B. i, p. 535 J Barrel 1 Brit. B, ii. 
p. 91 ; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 302; Hume , Ibis, 1871, p. 404; Shelley , B. 
Egypt , p. 159; Bl an ford, East. Persia , p. 263; Sund. Meth. Av, Tent .— 
The Rook, 

PLATE. 

Whole plumage above black glossed with purple; richer on the head and 
neck, and with a greenish shade on the eyes and ear coverts; forehead, lores, 
base of the bill, nostrils and forepart of the cheeks, also the throat, bare, 
being covered with a scabrous skin. Under surface dull purplish black. 
First quill shorter than the second, which again is shorter than the fourth. 

Females similar to the male. Bill and feet black ; irides blackish brown. 

Length.—\6 to 18 inches; culmen 22 ; wing 12 to I2'2; tail 7*4 to 75 ; 
tarsus 2*1. 

JIab . —The whole of Europe ranging into Persia, the Punjab, N.-W. 
Provinces, Afghanistan, and Cashmere. 

The rook is so well known that its habits scarcely need description. It is well 
known to be gregarious. Cultivated districts are its chief haunts. Grain and 
insects especially form its chief food ; and no doubt the farmers are fully 
repaid for so much of the seed that they lose, by its clearing their farms of wire- 
worms, and cock-chafers (Melolontha vulgaris). 

Rooks live together in large societies, and build on trees close to each 
other, and frequently in the midst of populous towns. r I hey occupy the same 
nests from year to year. The nests are built of slicks and twigs, cemented 
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with clay mixed with tufts of grass. The eggs, 4—5 in number, are a pale 
green, blotched and spotted with darker and lighter patches of yellowish and 
greenish brown. As among the ravens and crows, pied varieties are not 
uncommon. 

Gen. CorVUS-— Lin, 

Bill straight, large, compressed, a little swollen laterally, convex and curved 
towards the point, its edges cutting. Nostrils in a more or less distinct groove 
covered by bristly plumes, the space between the tips of which and the eye is 
less than the uncovered portion of the bill. 

122 . CorVUS corax, Linn. S. N. i. p. 15s ; Tern. Man. de Ora. i. 
107 j Farrell , Br. B. i. p. 498 ; Jerd., B. Ind. ii. p. 293 ; Sir . F. vi p. 63 — 
The Raven or Great Corbie Crow. 

PLATE. 

’ Above glossy steel black, the feathers greyish at base ; wings duller 
and with bronze reflections, their coverts and the secondary quills purplish at 
base, the secondaries purplish externally. Primaries steel black; tail purplish, 
the two outer tail feathers nearly steel black ; head like the upper surface of 
body; face, and the long lanceolate hackles silky black, glossed with a 
purplish brown. Entire under surface of body glossy blue-black, shaded with 
purple; bill and legs black; irides brown. 

Length .— 22 to 25 inches; culmen 2^ to 3-4 ; wings 165 to 166; tail 10 
to 1 1*2 ; tarsus 2*5 to 2-8. 

Hab .— The whole of Europe, Northern and Central Asia, North America, 
and Mexico, ranging into Cashmere, N.-W. Himalayas, Upper Sind, Punjab, 
and Afghanistan, as a migrant. Morris says its geographical distribution is 
soon told, lie is a citizen of the world {barring the greater part of India). 
His sable plumage reflects the burning sun of the Equator and his shadow 
falls upon the regions of perpetual snow ; he alights on the jutting peak of the 
most lofty mountain and haunts the centre of the most untrodden plain, 
* * * « No ultima thule,” is a terra incognita to him. He is known since 
the day of Noah as a deserter, and there is scarcely a worse-abused scavenger 
in the present day. Although fulfilling its place in the economy of Nature, it 
is quite partial to poultry, lambs, rabbits, and the like. 

Of its nidifleation, Morris says it commences about January. Incubation 
20 days. Nest composed of the same materials as those used by the preceding 
species, and all crows. Eggs, 4 —7 num ber, of a bluish green colour, 
blotched with stains of darker or brown. 

123 . CorVUS umbrinus, ^ (E/v. A. vet, Akad. Forh, 

Stockh . 1838, p. 199; (ex Hcdtnb . Ms) ', Heugl. Orn . N. O. Afr. pp. 505, 
125 : Shelley> B. Egypt, p. 158; Dresser , B, Fur, pi. xxxiv., xxxviii,; Bl/. 
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East, Pers .; Murray, S/r. F. vol. vii. p. H 3 ; Hume, S/r. F. vii. p. 120; 
Murray, Hdbk., Zool. , ^c., Sind, p. 173. Con us infumatus, Wagn. Munch . 
£■<?/. 1839. Corvus corax, Hors A and Moore , Cat. B. Mus. E. J. Co. ii 

p. 552 ; Murray, Vert, Zool., Sind, p. 1 75 —The Afghan Brown-necked 
Raven. 

Head and neck glossy umber brown, also the ear coverts, sides of the face 
and sides of the neck, the latter scarcely glossed; lores, incumbent nasal 
bristles, feathers round the eye, at base of bill and at the gape, black ; back, 
scapulars, wings, wing-coverts, upper tail-coverts and tail glossy black with a 
violet blue gloss; chin, throat and breast dark glossy umber brown; rest of 
under surface brown, glossed with purple on the breast, flanks, abdomen and 
vent; under tail coverts glossy purplish black ; axillaries and under wing 
coverts purplish black ; bill and legs black ; irides dark brown. 

Length. —21-5 to 23 inches; wing 15 to 16*4; tail 8’6 to 9; tarsus 2*9; bill 
at front 2*9 to 3. 

Hah. —This fine Raven occurs during winter in the northern parts of Sind, 
where it is not uncommon at Larkhana and Jacobabad from December to 
March. It has hitherto been known from N. E. Africa, Palestine, and Beloo- 
chistan, about as far as 6 z° East long. Its occurrence at Jacobabad extends 
its range to nearly 69° East long. Occurs also in Beloochistan, S. Afghanistan, 
Punjab (Ferozepore), Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Cashmere (Gilgit). 

124- Corvus lawrencei, Hume, Lahore to Yarkand, p. 235 ; id. 
Str. F. vol. i. p. 205 ; Adam, t. c. p. 385 ; Hume, Nests and Eggs, Ind. B. 
p. 408 ; Stol. S. F. 1864, p. 474; Ball. S. F. 1875, p. 207 ; Murray, Hdbk. 
Zool., Syc., Sind, p. 172; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br, Mus. vol. iii. p. 15.—The 
Indian Raven. 

Uniform blue-black throughout, with a purplish tinge on tlie throat and 
upper breast; feathers of the chin and throat lanceolate; bill black; incum¬ 
bent bristles in front extend to beyond more than half of the length of the 
bill, which is much arched ; irides dark brown or grey brown ; legs black. 

Length.-— 237S to 2475 inches; wings 16*3 to 17*4, when closed reach to 
about from 0*3 to o*5 of the end of the tail; bill at front 2-8. 

Hab. —Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Kutch, Kattiawar, Rajputana, Beloo- 
chistan and Afghanistan; found in some numbers in Upper Sind and usually 
in flocks of from 30 to So at the beginning of winter, when a great number are 
to be seen dead under the trees about Jacobabad and Shikarpoor. 


Gen. ColoOUS.— Lin - 


Tarsus longer than culmen, which is more or less shorter than the head ; face 
feathered ; nostrils covered by bristles. 
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125. ColCBtlS moncdula, Linn. S. A 7 . i. p. 156; JerL B. hid. ii. 
p. 302; Hume , Nesls and Eggs, hid. B. p. 414; Scully , Sir. F. 1876, 
p. 258 ; Blau/. East Pers. p. 263.—The Jackdaw. 


PLATE. 


Crown of the head, blue-black, forming a cap; back of neck and-nape fine 
hoary bluish grey; rest of the plumage black; the primaries and innermost 
secondaries glossed green, also the tail on the edges of the feathers; under¬ 
wing and tail-coverts greenish black ; first quill shorter than the second, which 
again is shorter than the third, the third and fourth sub-equal; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Length .—13 inches; bill 1*35 ; wing 9*5 ; tail 6*1; tarsus 17. 

Hah .—Europe and Africa, ranging into Persia, Afghanistan and the Punjab. 
The Jackdaw is an active and sprightly bird, and like most of the family to 
which it belongs noted for thievery- It is readily tamed, and soon learns mi¬ 
micry. Jackdaws are social birds, and live, like the Rook, in large communities. 
They feed on insects, shellfish, putrid matter, and almost any garbage. They are 
not particular as to the site they build on,—cliffs, roofs of buildings, hollow trees, 
and even chimneys quite suit them. The nest though built of sticks is lined 
with wool, hair, or other soft material. They lay 4—5 eggs of a pale bluish 
white colour, spotted with grey and brown. The young are hatched by the 
end of hi ay. Nothing is known of the nidification of the Jackdaw in India. 


Gen. CorOTIG —Kaup. 


Differs from Corvus by the first primary being longer than the foremost 
secondaries, but not longer than the inner. Nasal bristles directed horizon¬ 
tally over the nostrils ; tarsi stout, scutate. 

126. Corone cornix, Linn. S. A J . i. p. 156; Mac Gill Brit. B. i. 
p. 529 ; Jcrd ., B. hid. ii. p. 298 ; Scully, Sir. F. 1876, p. 15b ; Blau/., /'. 
Persia , p. 262; Sir. F. vii. p. 406. 517; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. y vol. iii. 
p. 31. Corone cornix, Kaup. Nat. Sysi. p. 99. Corone capellana, Sclata\ 
P . Z . S. 1876 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mas . vol. iii. p. 32. The Hooded Crow. 

Adult. —Head, foreneck, and breast glossy blue-black; wings and tail the 
same, but with purplish and steel green reflections ; wing coverts blue-black , 
axillaries greyish ; upper tail coverts purplish brown, the edges grey ; thighs 
dusky black ; rest of the plumage drab-grey; bill and legs black ; hides 
dark brown. 

Length 17 to 18 inches; wing 12*2 to 12*5 ; tail 7 5 to rS ; culmen 2*35 
to 2‘4 ; tarsus 2 2 to 2*25. 

Hab .—Great Britain, Central and Southern Europe, Beloochistan, Afghan¬ 
istan, Persia, and the Punjab. 



In Mesopotamia (Fao), this species appears to be the lighter drab, or nearly 
white form, which, according to Sharpe, is Corone capellana , Sclater, but, 
examining a series the lighter or whitish colour is not so apparent as to separate 
it as a distinct species. According to Sharpe, it has also been found in the 
Deccan; this must surely be an error, or the bird is very rare. 

Wherever the Hooded Crow occurs, it always keeps about towns and villages. 
Its habits are those of C. spletidens. In India ( e.g .), Punjab, it is a migrant, 
wh'ile in Persia it remains throughout the year* In Beloochistan it is fairly 
common above the Bolan Tass, but during the autumn only. 

127 . Corono splondcns, V it ill. N. Did. d'llist , Nat. viii. p. 44 ; Tern. 

PI. Col. ii. pi. 42s ; Gray, Gen. B. ii. p. 31S ; Jird, Ji. Ind. ii p 298; Hume, 
Sir. F . vol. viii.; Murray , Hdbk. Zoo/., &c., /Sind, p. 173. Corvus impudi- 

uis, Gray, Handlist B, ii. p. 14 ; IfuWi Sir, F. i. p, 206; Sir. F. ii. 

1»]». -1 18, 493; Af array. Vert. Zool. Sind, p. I 76 ; Oates It . JO urmn, p, 398. 
Corone insolens, Hume , Sir . F. 1875, p. 144 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br , Mus, vol. 
iii. p. 34 ; Oates B. Burma, vol. i. p. 399.—The Common Indian Crow. 

Nasal bristles, crown of head, lores, sides of face, chin, throat, back, wings 

and tail glossy black with purplish, or steel blue reflections; lower abdomen 
flanks, vent, under tail and thigh coverts dull black ; nape, hind neck, sides, 
of the neck, and part of the upper back a greyish drab ; breast and upper part 
of the abdomen dark ashy; under wing coverts and axillaries dull black ; bill 

and legs black ; irides deep brown. 

Length . —16 to 17 inches ; wing 11 to 11*25 ; tail 7 ; bill at front ri2. 

Hab .—Throughout India to the foot of the Himalayas and Ceylon, Assam, 
B. Burmah, Tcnnascrim and Malacca. 

The Indian House Crow r like its congeners, is extremely social, and lives 
about towns feeding on almost anything and everything; dead mice, rats, 
putrid flesh, fruit, &c., in fact, is a general scavenger. Breeds from the middle 
of March to the beginning of June, laying generally four eggs of a greenish, 
colour, marked with various shades of brown. The nest is made of twigs, 
lined with grass, hair, rags, or any other soft material. 

I do not separate spletidens and insolens. From an examination of a large 
series of insolens sent to me by Mr. Calthrop from Tonghoo, Karenne, and other 
parts of Burmah and Tcnnascrim, I have come to the conclusion that it can¬ 
not be specifically separated from spletidens . If shades of colour, especially of 
grey and brown are to constitute species, Ornithology will soon reach a state 
of confusion, from which it w ill never be extricated. Races and sub-species, 
sound well, but both help to make what never should be. 

128. Corone corone, Linn s. N. i. p. 155 5 Mac Gill. Br. B. i. 
p. Jerd., B. Ind. ii. p. 295; Hume, Aes/s and /'cWv Ind. B. p. 410; 
S<ully, Sir. F. 1S76, p. i$6; Sharpe , Cat. l>. Br. A/us. iii. p. 36.—The 
C/rrion Crow. 







CORONE. 
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Whole ..plumage above and below glossy blue or steel black, glossed with 
green; the throat with purplish ; tail purplish black. 

Length .—19 to 19*5 inches; wings 12*16 to 13-3.; tail 7‘S to 8; oilmen 
2*15 to 2*25 ; tarsus 2-5. 

Hab ,—Throughout Europe ; ranging into the Punjab and the N.-W. Pro- 
vinces. It has as yet only been found in the Punjab, and on the borders of 
the N.-W. Provinces. 

The Carrion Crow, as its name implies, feeds on all sorts of animal food, alive 
and dead. Young pigeons, chickens, sparrows, Crustacea, shellfish, fruit, 
vegetables, frogs, mice, and insects, it is very partial to, as well as garbage. 
House refuse of every kind does not come amiss to it. It is a predaceous bir , 
and a relentless destroyer of everything it can devour. Its sense of percep¬ 
tion, too, is very acute. Nidificates on rocks or on trees, during March. Nest 
of twigs, cemented with clay, and unsparingly lined with rags, grass, hair, wool, 
or any other soft material within its reach. Eggs 4 — 6 in number, greenish 
spotted, and streaked with various shades of brown. 

129 . Corone macrorliynchus, Wagl. Syst. Av. Corvus , sp. 3 
Hume, S. F. v. p. 461 ; Legge, Birds , Ceylon , p. 346 ; Hume, S.F. x'm. p. 105. 
Corvus Levaillantii, Les traite , p. 328; Hume, Nests and Eggs , p. 41 1 ; id . S. 
F. ii. ]). 295 ; Anderson, Yunnan Exped . p. 5S9. Corvus culminatus (Yr/vs), 
Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p: 295. Corvus Vaillantii {Less), Bl. B. Burm. p. S6; Oates, 
S. F. v. p. 159. Corone macrorhvnchus, Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. APus. iii. p. 3S ; 
id. Cat . B. Br. AIus. iii. p. 39; Oates B.Br. Burmah , i.p. 397.—The Indian 
Jungle Crow. 

Whole upper plumage deep black glossed with purple, blue and green ; bill, 
legs, and feet black ; irides dark brown. 

Length,— 19 to 21 inches; tail 7^ to 92 ; wing 12 2 to 14; tarsus 2*3; 
bill from gape 2*3. 

Hab . — The whole Continent of India, Ceylon, Andaman Islands, the Indo- 
Burmese countries and China, extending to Eastern Siberia. Southerly it ex¬ 
tends down the Malayan Peninsula to Sumatra, Java, Borneo and Timor. 
In India it is found in Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Oudli, Rajputana, 
Central India, the Central Provinces, Concan, Deccan and South India, also 
in British Burmah and Nepaul. 

It will be seen that Levaiilanti has been made a synonym of macrokynehus. 
Sharpe makes the former a Sub.-Sp., hut it must not stand thus. Hume has 
worked out the Crows to some purpose, and like him, 1 am of opinion, that 
these two cannot be specifically separated. Except from Kutch and Guzerat, 
I have had specimens of this species from all parts of India lor examination, 
and not less than 13 from various parts of Burmah and Tcnnaserim, and 
though in a few the pale bases to the feathers arc apparent, m otheis it i* either 
absent, (though from one locality) or distributed here and there over different 

parts of the body. This may be a sign of nonage 
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The Jungle Crow does not affect forests only, but it also frequents town?; 
and villages, associated with the House Crow, Nesting and breeding season 
the same j also the eggs, though slightly larger. 

Gen. Nucifraga.— Briss, 

Outer secondaries longer than the inner; bill conical, nearly straight; 
tip blunt; base of bill with short incumbent feathers, under which the nostrils 
are hidden. 

130. Nucifraga hemispila, Vigors, P . z. ^ 1830 , p. 8 ; Gould, 
Cent. Him. B . pi. 36; Hodgs. in Gray's Z00L Jl/isc. p. 84; Gray , Cal. B. 
Nepal ; Jerd. B. Iiul. ii. p. 364; Hume , Nests and Eggs, lnd. II. ii. p. 415 ; 
Sharpe , Cat. B . Br. Mus. iii. p. 54.—The Nutcracker. 

Crown of the head black ; bristles over the nostrils blackish, streaked with 
white ; lores white ; skies of face and neck blackish brown, streaked with white ; 
throat and under surface of Body. chocolate brown; the chin streaked with 
white; the breast tipped with' triangular spots of white, the abdomen uniform 
brown. Under tail coverts white. Back and scapulars ^rown, streaked on the 
mantle with white; lower back, rump and upper tail coverts brown, the latter 
glossed with greenish ; wings glossy greenish black ; under \ying coverts dark 
brown, the outermost tipped with white ; tail greenish black, all the feathers 
except the two central ones with a broad white tip increasing in width till the 
outermost is white for the terminal half. Bill and feet horny black ; irides 
reddish brown. 

Length .— 16 inches; wing S*4 ; tail 6*6; tarsus 1*75; culmen r8 {Sharpe"). 

Hah .—The Himalaya Mountains. Recorded frou> Bengal (Darjeeling), 
Sikkim, N.-W. Himalayas and Nepal. 

The Himalayan Nutcracker like its congeners lives on'fruit, seeds, berries 
and insects generally. Nuts and other hard seeds it fixes in the crevice of a 
tree, and pecks at it till the shell is broken. It nests in holes of trees, apd 
lays from 5 to 6 eggs, of a yellowish grey colour, spotted with lighter or darker 
shades of brown, v 

•> V 

Gen. Pica— Briss. 

Wings short; tail long, graduated, the centre feathers longest. Head not 
(rested. Eye without a nude space. 1st primary sinuated and ending in a long 
point. Bill as in Corvus, but more slender. 

131- Pica rustica, Scop. Ann. i. p. 38 ; Dres^r Birds F.ur. part xxii. , 

id, /hr. 1875, p. 238; Blau/. Zool. E. Persia, p. 264 Corvus pica, /.in. S. A\ 
i. 157 ; Wilson Am. Orn. iv. p. 75, pi. xxxv. fig. 2. i'ica caudata, Keys. u. 
Bias. Wirb . Eur. p. 45 ; Gould , Birds Ear. iii. ph 216. Pica b’ottanensis. 
Deles*. Rei, Zool. ii. p. loo ; Jcrd. B. lnd. ii. p. 3 ° 5 « No. 668. Pica pica, 
Shaipe. Cat. B. Brit. Mus. vol. iii. p, 62.—The Macpie. 





PICA RUSTICA 
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PLATE. 


Head, crown, neck and nape glossy purplish black, with a shade of shining 
deep green on the crown •, chin and throat black, the shafts of some of the 
feathers greyish white; breast above black; below white; back black with 
shining deep green reflections; wings blue, the outer edge, priman co\erts 
and external web of primaries green ; shoulders white ; primaries black with 
an elongated patch of white on the inner web of each of the first ten feathers ; 
secondaries and tertiaries fine blue. Tail of bright iridescent blue and purple 
shades terminally, green at the base and tipped dusky; the inner webs of all 
except the centre pair purplish black; rump and upper tail coverts purplish 
black. Under surface of body pure white; lower abdomen and under tail 
coverts purplish black, also the thighs and under wing coverts. 

Bill and legs black ; irides brown. 


Length .—16 to i6‘5 inches ; wing 7’6 to 8*2; tail 9*7 to 10*5 ; tarsus 1*9 to 
2 ; culmen 1*4 to 1*5. 


Hab. —Europe, Asia, Africa, and America. Pound in Spain, France, Italy, 
Belguitn, Sweden, Asia Minor and Siberia; also in India, China, Japan and 
the United States. It is common also in Upper Beloochistan. along the 
BolanPass ; on the Khojuk,or Amran range of mountains; throughout Afghan¬ 
istan, and the highlands of Persia, in British Burma, at Bhamo and on the 
Khakyeen Hills and in Nepaul. 

Of the Magpie much need not be said. Even the schoolboy has it for his 
lesson. It is a sly and wary bird, as well as crafty ; while being always on the 
alert, its chatter and noise at the sight of almost any creature warn other 
birds. The wing being short and rounded it has to fly with quick flappings 
of its wings. Its food is chiefly insects, fruit and seeds. Nidification begins 
in spring. The nest not unlike that of the crow is made of strong sticks and 
twigs, cemented with mud and lined with grass, fibres, &c., and domed on 
top, leaving an aperture on one side for entrance and exit. Eggs 6—8, 
pale bluish white, spotted all over with grey and greenish brown. 


Gen. UrociSSa — Cab. 


Wings short and rounded ; tail with the two centre feathers longer than the 
others, but not spathulale at tip. Head not crested. Eye without a nude space, 
Bill stout, much curved. Nostrils not densely feathered. 

132. Urocissa occipitalis. Biytn, J. a. n, b. w. p. 26; y t rd, B % 
hid. ii. p. 30.); Hume , Neal and Fggs, p. 4*9 ) Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. A/us. in. 
p. 70; Hume, Str. F. viii. p. 105 ; Sadly, Sir. F. viii. p. 327 ; Bingham, 
Str. F. ix. p. 191 ; Oates B. Br. Burmah i. p. 4O0. Psilorhmus magnirostris 
Bl. y\ A. S. B. XV. p. 27: Urocissa lnagnirostiT, Bi. B. Burma, p. 88, 
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Hume , Sir . F. iii. p. 144; Sharpe , CW. A?. > 5 ;'. A/w. iii. p. 71 ; Wardhw- 
Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, P* 460; Hume , aW Davison , 6/r. Zl vi. p. 385; Anders. 
Yunan Exped. p. 592 ; //«;;/<?, *S 7 r. viii. p. 105. Urocissa sinensis (Zm.), 
yV>'Z. . 5 . /«</. ii. p. 30.—The Blue Magpie. 

Above pale purplish brown. Head, throat and foreneck, also the breast 
black; a large patch of white on the nape continued down the back of the 
neck ; some of the feathers of the crown tipped with white; rest of under 
surface of the body, also the under wing and tail coverts silky white, in some 
with a purplish tinge ; wings brown, the first two primaries edged with blue, 
the next five edged with blue above the emargination and with bluish white 
below and tipped with white, the other primaries and secondaries almost 
entirely blue on the outer web, the tertiaries blue on both webs; back, scapulars 
and rump azure blue ; the wing coverts brighter. Upper tail coverts azure 
blue, tipped with black and with a subterminal band of bluish white; flanks 
and thighs light bluish grey. 

Bill coral red ; legs reddish crimson or orange ; irides brown. 

Eyelids greyish white ; claws horn colour. 

Length.— 20 to 24 inches wing 7-5 to 8 ; tarsus 1*9 to 1*95 ; tail 17 to 18; 
culmen r6. 

Hah.— The Himalayas, extending to Nepaul, Burmah and Siam. Oates ob¬ 
tained it in Thayetmyo, Captain Ramsay at Tonghoo, Davison at Pahpoon, 
Capt. Bingham in the Thoungyeen valley. It has also been found in Arrakan, 
Sikkim, Nepaul, Kumaon and in the Valley of the Sutlej. 

The Blue Magpie is said to be easily tamed, and to bear confinement well 
as a cage-bird. Although a forest bird it affects camps and villages. It feeds 
chiefly on the ground. It breeds during March and April, making a nest 
constructed of twigs and branches and lined with grass and slender twigs on 
the topmost branches of trees. Eggs 3—4, white, with streaks and spots of a 
claret colour. (Oates.) 

U. magttiroslris has been made a synonym of Occipitalis , as there does not 
appear to be any marked difference, either in size, or colour. Taking the bill 
alone, of the several examples of both species sent to me by Mr. A. O. Hume 
the difference is scarcely A tenth, while most have it of the same length as 
occipitalis . The colour of the irides. too, as given by several ornithologists, 
also of the legs, cannot be accepted as distinctive characters, being variable in 
most birds at certain seasons. 

133. Urocissa flavirostris Myth- 7- A. s - B s - P 28 ; Cat. A/us. 
Hail. Th. ?.p. 87; Jerd. JO. Jnd. ii. p. 310; Hume, Nest* and Eggs , Ind. 
R. p. ; 19 ; Henderson and Hume , Lahore to i at hand, p. 242. Ci.ssa cucullata. 
Could . JO. Asia, part xiii.—The Yellow-billed Blue-Magpie. 

Head, neck, and mantle deep black; a nuchal patch of white glossed w ith 
light blue ; under surface ashy grey, paler on the abdomen and under tail 
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coverts; under wing coverts yellowish. Edge of the wing and upper wing 
coverts washed with lavender. Upper surface lavender, tinged with azure 
blue ; wings the same; primaries externally greyish for their apical two-thirds, 
the secondaries tipped with white; upper tail coverts azure blue with a 
narrow subterminal bar of bluish white and tipped with black ; tail azure blue, 
broadly tipped with white ; all but the two centre feathers subterminally barred 
with black. Legs orange yellow’ j bill yellow’; irides brownish red. 

Length.— 20 inches; wing 7*3; tail 16; tarsus 1*9; culmen 1*45. 

Hatty— The Himalaya Mountains, Nepal, Sikkim, Darjeeling, Kumaon, 
Kooloo, Ladakh, and Cashmere. (Sharpe.) 

Gen. Bendrocitta. — Gould. 

Base of the culmen unfeathered ; middle tail feathers broad at the ends ; 
nostrils concealed by incumbent feathers ; 5th and 6th quills longest; secon¬ 
daries nearly as long as the primaries. 

134 . Dendrocitta rufa. Scop. Del. Fauna el Flor. Insubr . ii. p. 86 ; 
Hart- 1 . Syst. Vers. p. 63; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. 314, No. 674; Murray , V. rt. 
Zool. Sind, p. 177; Sharpe , Cal. B. Br. A/us. iii. p. 76 ; Gray , Handlist B. 
Br. A/us . ii. p. S ; Hume , Sir. F. i. pp. 206, 386 ; Murray, Hdbk. Zool.. Jyr. , 
Sind, p. 174. Crypsirrhina pallida, Blylh , J. A. S. B. xv. p. 30. Dendrocitta 
pallida, Blylh , Cat. A/us . A. S. B. p. 336 ; Jerd. B. Bid. ii. p. 315, No. 675.— 
The Common Indian Magpie. 

Adult. —Head, neck all round, part of upper back, chin, throat, breast and 
ear coverts dark sooty brown, paler on the upper back ; lores blackish brown ; 
back and scapulars orange brown ; rump and upper tail coverts bright orange 
or yellowish buff ; abdomen and under tail and thigh coverts, like the rump, 
orange, yellowish buff or dark ferruginous; primaries and secondaries black , 
tertiaries black, greyish white on their outer webs; wing coverts white ; edge of 
the wing and under wing coverts greyish white; tail greyish white, or grey, the 
centre feathers elongated much beyond the rest, and all broadly tipped with 
black ; bill black ; legs slaty ; irides blood-red. 

Length. —16—17 inches; wing 5*9 i tail 10 ; tarsus 1 45; bill at from 1 to 
125. The young is much paler throughout, and has the tail leathers tipped 
whitish buff. 

Hah. —The whole of India, through Assam and Burmah to Tennaserim and 
Cash there; Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Bengal, Southern India, Travan- 
core, Central India, Kutch, Katliawar, Rajpulana, Concan, and Deccan. 

The common Indian Magpie is an inhabitant of forests as well as of open 
country, and is usually found in small flocks of 3 or 6. It nests on trees, select 
ing the highest, and generally in the vicinity of water, for what reason it is 
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difficult to say. The nest is constructed of twigs, usually of thorny trees, and 
lined with grass, fibres, or other such soft materials. It breeds from April to 
June. The eggs, generally four and sometimes five in number, vary much in 
colour, size, and markings; typical eggs may be said to be of a dirty greenish 
white colour, richly blotched with reddish brown, purplish, or umber brown. 
In size they also vary from 1*15 to ri 8 X 0*85 to 0*87. 

135 . Dendrocitta frontalis, McCkll., p. z. S. 1839, P l6 3 ; 
Jcrd. B. lnd. ii. p. 317, No. 677 ; Sharpe , Cal. B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 7®b. 
Crypsirrhina frontalis, Blyth, J • A. S. B. xii. p. 933 ; xv. p. 30. Crypsirrhina 
altirostris, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii. p. 932.—The Black-browed Magpie. 

Hinder part of head, entire hind neck, mantle, sides of the neck, foreneck, 
and breast whitish grey ; rest of head, sides of the face, entire throat, bastard 
wing, primary coverts, quills, tail, bill and feet black ; upper surface orange 
chestnut ; lower surface of body bright orange chestnut, deeper on the lower 
tail coverts ; thighs and under wing coverts grey, washed with orange ; upper 
wing coverts blue grey ; iris brownish red. 

Length. — 14 inches ; wing 5*15 ; tail 9*3; tarsus 1’2 ; culmen 1*05. 

Hah . — The Himalayas. Recorded from Nepaul and Darjeeling ; also Sikkim 
and Assam. 

Nothing is known of its habits and nidification. 

136. Dendrocitta leucogastra. Gould, P. z. S. 1833, P- 57> et - 
Tr. Zool. Soc. 1. p 89, pi. 12 ; Jerd. B. hid. ii. p. 317, No. 67S ; Hume, Neds 
and Eggs, lnd. B. p 424, No. 678; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br . Mus. iii. p. 79; 
Sir . F. iv. p. 402.—The White bellied Magpie. 

Crown of the head, sides of face, cheeks, throat, foreneck, tail, terminal third 
of the two long central feathers, wings (except a white star patch at base of 
primaries), thighs, under wing coverts and bill black ; back and scapulars 
orange brown ; hind crown, hind neck, rump, upper tail coverts, under surface 
of the body (except the under tail coverts, which are rufous), a band across the 
inner lining of the quills white; basal two-thirds of the long central tail 
feathers grey ; bill black ; legs and feet dark plumbeous; irides blood-red. 

Length. —1710 18 inches; wing 5*5 to S’S; tail 11 to u*5; tarsus 125 ; 
culmen 1*3. 

Hah .—Southern India, Malabar Coast and the Neilgherries; also Peria 
Forests, Wynaad, v'here it is said to be abundant. Jerdon gives Coorg 
and Travancore, also, as countries where it is found. 

137 Dendrocitta hiinalayensis- Blyth. Ihis, 1865, p. 45 ; Hume 
Sir. F. 1874, p. 480; id. Nests and Eggs, hid. B. p. 423; Blyth B. Bur. 
p. 88; Sharpe, Cat. B. Bt Mur iii. p. 79 : Wardlaw-Ramsay, Ibis , 1877, 
p 439; Hume and Davison, Str. F. vi. p* 3 ^ * Hume, Sty. I vii. p. 106; 
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Scully , Sir. F. viii. p. 329. Dendrocitta sinensis, (. Lath .) Jerd. B. hid. li. 
p. 316. Dendrocitta assimilis, Hume, , .S/r. F. v. p. n 7 J 
S/r. F. vi. p. 3B6; /W, 5 /r. F, vii. p. 519 .; viii. p. 106; £<rdr 

Provincial Mus. i. p. 123—The Himalayan Trek Magpie. 

Forehead, lores and feathers above the eve black, also the wings and their 
coverts; also all the primaries except the first two, with a white spot at the 

base; the terminal third of the two central and other tail feathers black, the 

basal two-thirds of the former and bases of the latter ashy, or greyish white. 
Sides of the head, chin, and throat dark sooty brown, paling on the sides of 
the neck and breast; nape and upper back, rump and upper tail coverts ashy ; 
rest of back and the scapulars brownish buff, abdomen and flanks cinereous , 
thighs blackish ; vent and under tail coverts chestnut or orange ; under wing 
coverts glossy black ; bill horny grey, blackish in some ; irides reddish brown ; 
legs dusky black. 

Length . — 11 to 13 inches; wing 5-4 to 5*5; tail 8*7 108*9; tarsus ri to 
1-15; culmen 1*3. 

j/ab. — The Himalayas. Has been found in Nepaul, Purncah, Darjeeling, 
Kumaon, and the mountains of Arrakan. According to Capt. Ramsay it occurs 
on the Tounghoo Hills and in Karenne. Davison procured it on the Mooleyit 
mountains in Tennaserim. It occurs also in Assam, Cachar, in the hills 
of Eastern Bengal, N.-W. P., Oudh, and the hills of Southern India. Jerdon 
says, ** Horsfield got a specimen from Madras; that on the Himalayas it is 
very abundant from 4,000 to 7,000 feet, and that it is found in the more open 
forests and near cultivation and villages." Take its congeners it is a noisy bird, 
and has a variety of notes similar in character to those of D. rufa. Feeds On 
insects and fruit. It breeds from March to June, making a nest of sticks and 
roots, partially cemented with clay and lined with fibrous grass. Capt. Ward- 
law-Ramsay found a nest on the Karin Hills which contained two eggs: Jerdon 
says he had nests of the Himalayan Magpie brought to him at Darjeeling, and 
that the number of eggs are three or four, of a pale greyish fawn colour with a 
few pale reddish brown spots and blotches, sometimes very indistinct. Hutton 
also took the eggs at Mussoorie. He describes them as “dull greenish ash 

with brown blotches and spots somewhat thickly clustered at the larger end." 

The eggs no doubt, like those of the Corvinae family, vary much both in colour 
and markings, as well as in size and shape. 


188. Dendrocitta Bayleyr 'jytier. J. A>. 
Beavan , Ibis , 1867, p. 329 ; Ball , Sir. F. 1873, p. 75 5 
p. 245; Walden, Ibis , 1874. p. » 45 » P L VI - »' Sfia, F> 
p. 82. —Baylky s Blue Tree Magpie 


S. B. 1863. p. 88 ; 
Hume . Sir. F. 1874, 
Cat. B. Br. Mus. iii. 


PLATE. 


Adult Malt ,-Back and scapulars dull tawny brown, becoming slightly 
more orange on the rump; head black shading off into leaden grey on the 
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hind neck and on the upper breast, the rest of the under surface bright 
orange chestnut; thighs blackish ; under wing coverts blackish, the inner ones 
shaded with grey ; wings above black, the lesser and median coverts slightly 
shaded with leaden grey; a very distinct alar speculum, caused by the outer 
webs of all the secondaries, except the innermost, being while at the base ; 
upper tail coverts leaden black ; tail entirely black, with a slight leaden grey 
shade near the base. (Sharpe.) 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris bright yellow, sometimes golden yellow. 
(Hume.) 

Length, —12*5 inches; wing 4*55 5 tail 77 ; hirsus 1 ; culmen 1. 

The adult female differs from the male in being slightly duller coloured. 
The young are coloured like the adults, but not so bright * the head and throat 
browner, the chest reddish brown instead of grey. 

Hab .—Andaman Islands (Port Blair South Andamans), British Burmah 
and Nepaul. 

Of its habits and nidification nothing is known. 

Gen. Crypsirhina— Vieill. 

Tail long, the two central feathers exceeding the rest ; head not ornamented 
with a distinct crest; eye without a nude ring; nostrils densely feathered, 
forming a crest of velvetty feathers covering the base of the culmen. 

139. Crypsirhina varians, Lath . I?id. Orn . Sup pi. p. xxvi ; 
Walden , P. Z. S., 1866, p. 552 ; Ely. E. Bur. p. 88 ; lTume ,, Sir. F. iii. 
p. 146; Sharpe , Cat. B. Er. Mas. iii. p. 83; Ward law- Ramsay, Ibis , 1877, 
p. 459; Oates, Sir. F. v. p. 159; Ilume and Dav. Sir. F. vi. p. 386; Hume , 
Sir. F. viii. p. 106—The Black Racket-tailed Magpie. 

The whole plumage metallic bronze green, tinged with bluish on the head ; 
the forehead, lores, a circlet of feathers round the eye and a spot at the 
base of the lower mandible velvetty black. Wings brown, the outer webs of 
the primaries greenish, the other quills more or less entirely suffused with 
green; tail black, overspread with a metallic green lustre. Bill and feet black; 
hides bright blue. 

Length .—13 inches; wing 4*6 to 47 ; tail 7 ‘ 8 t0 8 J tarsas l ' 1 i culmen 1. 
Hab.— Java, Burmese countries from Tennaserim northwards and eastwards 
also to Cochin. Found in Lower Pegu, whence it extends to Bassein. 
Davison procured it in Mergui. Malacca and the Province of Wellesley are 
other countries where it has been met with. According to Btyth it occurs in 
Lower Siam, and also in Cochin-China. 

The Racket-tailed Magpie affects secondary jungles. It is said to be com¬ 
mon in gardens, and wherever found has always been noticed in pairs. Breeds 
from May to July. Nest cup-shaped, generally made on a bamboo branch. 
F.ggs 2 — 3 y whitish, marked with brownish. 
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140 . Crypsirllina cucullata, Jerd. Ibis , 1862, p. 20; Hume , Sir. 
F. iii. p. 147 ; Fly. B. Burma , p. 88 ; Sharpe , Cal . i?. ■#/*• P* ^ 4 *» 

Ward law-Ramsay, Ibis , 1887, p. 4 $9; Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. 106.—ihe 
Hooded Racket-tailed Magpie. 

Head, chin, throat, primaries and their coverts black ; neck with a collar of 
ashy white. Upper plumage, wing coverts and tertiaries vinaceous grey; under 
surface the same, but more rufous; central tail feathers black, the others like 
the back paling to whitish at the tips; secondaries black, edged with ashy 
white ; under wing coverts and inner bases of the quills whitish ; irides blue ; 
eyelids plumbeous ; bill black ; legs dark brown. 

Length. —10*5 to 12*$ inches; wing 4 to 4' 1 ; Uil 6*8 t0 7 '^ 5 tarsus 0*95. 


The young differs from the adult in having the hood dusky ashy instead of 
black; lores, ear coverts and chin blackish brown and the top of the head 
darker brown; no white ring round the neck, the grey of the plumage duller 
and dingier, and the quills and central tail feathers altogether duller coloured 
(Hume), basal portion of bill, edges of the eyelids and inside of the mouth 
orange. (Oates). 

Bab .—Burmah and Upper Pegu. Has been noted from Thayetmyo, Palow 
and Tounghoo. Affects bamboo brakes chiefly. Nothing is known of its 
nidification. 


Gen. Cissa. — Boie* 

Eye surrounded by a fleshy ring. Head crested. 

141 . Cissa ellinensis, Bodd, Tab. PI. Fnl. p. 38; Sharpe , Cat. B. 
Br. Mus. iii. p. 85 ; Hume, Sir. F., viii. p. 106. Corvus speciosus, Shazr, 
Gen. Zool. vii. p. 364. Cissa sinensis (Briss), Jcrd. B. Bid. ii. p. 312 : Blv. 
B. Burma , p. 89 ; Cissa spcciosa, Hume , Bests and Fggs } p. \2\ ; id. Sir. F. 
iii. p. 145 ; iv. p. 509; Bingham , Sir. F . v. p. 85.— r lhe Green Jay. 

General colour green (in life), pale blue (in skin). Head crested; lores 
feathers round the eye, extending in a band round the nape and forming a 
nuchal collar black ; cheeks, sides of neck and under surface of the body light 
green or blue; wings reddish brown; the least wing coverts green like the 
scapulars ; all the quills dull brown on the inner web, the innermost secon¬ 
daries broadly tipped widi Iduish white. before which is a subtenniu.il bar of 

black ; tail pale blue or green, the two middle feathers while at tip, the rest 
broadly tipped with white and with a broad subtermina) band of black: bill 
and legs bright coral red ; bare skin round the eye vermilion (Jerd ); edge of 
eyelid coral red ; rest of it yellowish brown (Oates). Iris dark reddish brown. 


(Jerd.), blood-red (Oates & Sharpe). 


Lenglh .—15 to 15*5 inches ; 
1*9; culmen 1-45 to r6. 

19 


nng 5 


S to 5*9 ; tail 7 ' 8 to 8*5 tarsus 17 to 
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Hab.— The Himalayas, Assam, Sylhet, Arracan, Sikkim, Tennaserim, 
Nepaul and the whole of British Burmah. Oates says from Arrakan down to 
Mergui in Tennaserim. It is abundant on the Pegu Hills. Davison met with 
it as far south as Meetamyo in Tennaserim; Bingham also noticed it in the 
Thoungyeen Valley, and Captain Wardlaw-Ramsay on the Karin ITills. 

The Green Jay is essentially a forest bird, and is found either singly or in 
pair^; and according to Oates feeds principally on insects. They are frequently 
tamed and caged, and Blyth says are very amusing and imitative. Oates found 
the nest in April on the Pegu Hills; a large cup-shaped structure made of 
leaves and coarse roots and lined inside with fibres and fine roots. It was 
placed in a small tree about 20 feet from the ground and contained three eggs, 
which were greenish white, marked with yellowish brown. 

The change which the plumage of this bird undergoes, both in life and in 
death, though remarkable, has not yet excited the interest of physiologists as the 
chameleon did. During life when newly moulted it is said to be of “a lovely 
green colour, the wings bright sanguine red, and the bill and legs deep coral 
the green however changes both in life and after death to verdigris or dull blue. 
Cissa ornata is a Ceylonese form. Though Ceylon is a British possession, it is 
not icomprised in India, and hence the avifauna of that country, so well 
written of by Capt. Legge, is omitted. It differs from Chinensis in having a 
chestnut head and no black nuchal collar. 

Gen. Platysmurus,— Reich. 

Tail moderately long and graduated, the two centre feathers not much longer 
than the others; nostrils covered by a dense tuft of bristles ; bill deep and 
compressed. 

142. Platysmurus leucopterus, Tern. PI. Col. 265; Less. Traiti 
p. 341 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 90; 7 weed. Ibis , 1877, P- 3*8 ; Hume 
and Dav . Sir. F. vi. p. 387; Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. 106.—The White-winged 
Jay. 

Whole plumage black, except a bar formed by the tips of the greater coverts 
and the basal two-thirds of the central secondaries which are white ; fore¬ 
head crested, the feathers recurved ; eye surrounded by scale-like black 
feathers; bill, legs, and feet black; irides lake-red to crimson. 

Length. —16 inches; wing 7*6 to 7 J 8; tail 7*8 to 8; tarsus 1 * 55 ; culmen 
1-25. 

Hab, —Throughout the Malay Peninsula and Sumatra, ranging into Tenna- 
se.rim Mr. Davison observed it in Tennaserim from Meetamyo down to the 
extreme southern point at Malewoon. According to him, it “ keeps entirely 
to the forests, going about usually in parties of from four to six. They have a 
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deep rolling metallic note which they continually utter as they move from 
tree to tree. They are excessively restless, and always on the move flying at a 
considerable height. They restrict themselves to the evergreen forests. 


Gen. Garrulus — Sriss. 

Bill moderately compressed, short, thick, as high nearly as broad ; nostrils 
covered with incumbent bristles ; wings and tail about equal in length ; secon¬ 
daries moderately long; second primary about as long as the secondaries ; 
culmen decurved. 

143. Garrulus atricapillus. Geoffr. Si. Hilaire , Etud. Zool. fasc. 
i.; Dresser , B. Eur . part xx. Garrulus melanocephalus, Gene . Mem. Acad. 
Torino , xxxvii. p. 298 ; Bree. B. Europe ; Blf. Eastern Persia , vol. ii. p. 26s ; 
Hume t Sir. F. i. p. 206; Murray , Zool. &c., Sind , p. 173 > Sharpe , Cat. 
B . Br . Mils. iii. p. 97. —The Black-headed Jay. 

Adult Female . — General colour above clear vinaceous, washed with grey ; 
the rump and upper tail coverts white (wings and tail much as in G. cervi - 
calls') ; wing coverts grey, the least coverts barred with chestnut, the median 
series broadly chestnut at tip ; the greater series velvety black, the outermost 
barred with blue and black ; the bastard wing and primary coverts cobalt 
blue, narrowly barred with black ; quills brownish black, externally greyish 
white ; the secondaries white for two-thirds of the outer web, with slight 
indications of blue bars, the innermost black, inclining to chestnut on all but 
the tip of the last secondary ; tail brownish black, bluish grey at base, and 
barred with the same colour for more than half the length of the centre 
feathers ; nasal bristles white, washed with vinaceous at the tip ; forehead, 
feathers round the eye, a broad eyebrow and the sides of the face and neck, as 
well as the throat, white ; a broad malar bar of black ; rest of under surface 
pale vinaceous, deeper on the sides of the body and under wing coverts, and 
inclining to buffy white on the centre of the abdomen, thighs and under tail 
coverts. 

Length .-*-127 inches ; culmen V2 ; wing 67 ; tail 6. 

Adult Male .—Similar to the female but showing less grey on the back and 
rather more on the chest; the face and throat sometimes washed with a vinous 
tinge. 

Length.— 147 inches; wing 7'6; tail 7 ; culmen 1*4.—( Sharpe , Cat. B. 
Br. Mus, vol. iii. pp. 97, 98.) 

Hab. —Sind, on the hills dividing Sind from Khclat (Hume). Syria and 
Palestine eastwards into Persia (Sharpe). Mr. Hume, in vol. i. p. 206 of Stray 
Feathers , states that he satisfied himself from the description given him of this 
bird, that it occurs on the hills dividing Sind from Khclat. I have no specimen 
from Sind, nor has Mr. Hume; hut I give the above description'of the bird 10 
help its identification if met with. 
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144 . Garrulus lencotis, Hume, Proc. A. s. B. 1874, p. 106: id. 
Sir. F. ii. p. 443; Wald, in Bly. B. Burm. p. 89 ; Sharpe, Cai. B. Br. Mus> 
iii. p. 99; Wardlaw-Ramsay, Ibis , 1877, p.460; Hume and Davison , Sir. 
F. vi. p. 384; Hume , Sir. F. vii. p. 105. — The Burmese or Wiiite-eared 
Jay. 

PLATE. 

Forehead and front of head white, with brown shaft streaks; lores, sides of 
the face, feathers above the eye, ear coverts, entire throat, rump and upper tail 
coverts white ; crown and nape black, also the tail and a broad moustachial 
stripe; back ashy fawn colour, purer on the scapulars and lower back ; abdomen 
and flanks ashy fawn colour; vent and under tail coverts white ; under wing 
coverts chestnut, the lower series ashy; winglet, primary coverts and the outer 
greater series barred with black and cobalt blue; secondaries black, the basal 
two-thirds barred with black and cobalt blue; upper wing coverts chestnut; 
primaries black, margined with whity brown on the outer webs towards the 
tip; innermost secondaries deep chestnut at base; tertiaries black, the inner 
ones partly chestnut; bill blackish horny, whitish at tip ; legs and feet flesh 
colour; irides wood brown (Davison). 

Length. —12*5 to 1 2*8 inches; wing 67 to 6’8; tail 57; tarsus r6 to 17 ; 
culmen r2$ to 15. 

Hab — The Burmese countries, extending to Cochin-China. 

The Burmese or White-eared Jay occurs in Burmah and Tennaserim. 
Davison procured it at Kyouknyat and also on the Mooleyit mountains. Capt. 
Bingham at Kaukarit and Capt. Ramsay near Tounghoo, where, he says, it is 
generally distributed on the hills and plains. Davison says he found it 
usually in small parties, occasionally in pairs or singly, going about the tops 
of trees, one occasionally perching itself upon the very top of some tree in the 
self-sufficient way in which only a Jay can. The habits are quite those of 
other Jays. Food, insects. 

145 . Garrulus bispecularis, Vigors, P . z . S. } 1830, p, 7; Gould, 
Cent. Him. B . pi. 38; Henderson and Hume , Lahore to Yarkand, p. 242; 
Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 307, No. 669; Hume, Nesis and Eggs, Bid. B. p. 416 ; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. Br.Mus. iii. p. 100; Reid , Cat. B. Prov. Mus. Oudh, p 118. 
Garrulus ornatus. J, E. Gray , in Hard. Ill Jnd. Zool. i. pi. 23.—The 
Himalayan Jay. 

Above vinaceous fawn colour, paler on the forehead, which is almost isabelline * 
moustachial streak black ; under surface of body pale vinaceous fawn colour, 
the throat and abdomen paler ; upper and under tail coverts and thighs 
white ; least wing coverts vinaceous chestnut, deeper on the median series 
which are ashy black at base, the outermost having some transverse rays of 
grey; winglet and outer webs of the primary coverts barred with black and 
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cobalt blue ;. other coverts black ; the innermost chestnut with a black tip; 
primaries black, edged with white on the outer web; secondaries barred ex¬ 
ternally with black and cobalt blue for two-thirds their basal length; tail 
black with indications of grey bars near the base; “bill dusky horny; legs 
dull yellowish ; iris red brown." (Jerdon). 

Length. —12 inches ; wing 6*35 ; tail 6 ; tarsus i *55 ; culmen I* 15. 

Hah . — The Himalayas, fairly common in the N.-W. Provinces, and Bengal, 
also Sikkim, Ladakh, and Nepaul. It is recorded as being abundant about 
Darjeeling. 

146. Garrulus lanceolatus, Vig. P. Z. .S'. 1830, p. 7; Gould, Cent. 
Him. B. pis. 39, 40; Hutton, , J. A. S. B. xvii. pi ii. p. 5 > J*rd. B. Ind. ii. 
p. 308, No. 670; Hume , Nests and Eggs , Bid. B. p. 4 1 7 5 Brooks, Sir. F. 
1875 , p. 253 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Br.Mus. iii. p. 252. Garrulus vigorsii, J. E. 
Gray in Hard. III. Bid. Orn. pi. 9 — The Black-throated Jay. 

Whole head, crest, face and nape black ; neck behind, and back pale 
vinaceous grey; throat blackish with broad lanceolate streaks of white* the 
foreneck shading off into blue grey, with a few nearly obsolete whitish streaks ; 
rest of under surface vinaceous red ; scapulars like the back ; quills and 
bastard wing black, tipped with white, the primaries edged with grey, and all 
barred with deep cobalt blue and black on the outer web, the blue increasing 
on the outer secondaries and extending to nearly the tips of these feathers ; 
primary coverts white, black basally and banded blue on the outer web of the 
first two ; upper tail coverts grey ; tail blue, narrowly barred with black and 
with a terminal white band ; under wing coverts greyish black; bill horny : 
legs yellowish; irides reddish brown. In the young, the white shafts of the 
feathers on the throat are not developed. 

Length.— 12 to 13 inches; wing 57 to 6; tail 57 to 6 ; tarsus 1*25 to 1*5 ; 
culmen t. 

Hah .—The Himalayas, extending to Ladakh, Nepaul and Cashmere. Com¬ 
mon about Mussoorie, Darjeeling, and Simla in small parties of 4 to 6 . Breeds 
in May. The nest is a loose structure of twigs, roots, and fibres Eggs 3—4 
in number, stone grey with a greenish tinge, spotted and streaked with dark 
and dusky. 

Sub-family II.-fregilin;e. 

Bill more or less lengthened, slender, arched and bright coloured : nostrils 
covered with plumes; wings long and pointed. 


Gem Graculus.— Koch. 

Wings Jong, but not reaching the tip of the tail; bill long, curved, slender, 
compressed; the base of lower mandible feathered: the nostrils covered 
with setaceous plumes . 4th and 5th quills longest; tarsus robust, strong. 
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147 . GraculllS eremita, Koch, Syst. baier , Zool. p. 91; Reid, Cat. B . 
Prov.Mus ., Oudh, p. 122. Corvus graculus, Linn. Syst. N. i.p. 158. Oracula 
pyrrhocorax, Scop. Anti. i. p. 42 (nec. L.'). Fregilus graculus, Cuv. Regtie• 
Anirn 1817, p. 406; Gould, Birds Eur. pi. 210. Pyrrhocorax graculus, Tem. 
Man. i. p. 122; Dresser , B. Eur. pi. xxxvii. Fregilus hirnalayanus, Gould. 
P. Z. 1862, p 125 ; Jcrd. B. hid. ii. p. 318, No. 679. Graculus graculus, 
Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. ii. p. 146.—The Himalayan Chough. 

Above and below black, glossed with purple and green; wings black, 
externally dull green ; tail dull greenish black; bill deep vermilion or coral 
red ; legs the same ; iris brown. 

Length,*- 15 to 16 inches; wing 11 to 1275; tail 5 8 to 675; culmen 
1*95 to 2*2. 

Hal .—Europe, Central Asia, N. and N.-E. Africa, the Himalayas, Beloo- 
chistan, in the Bolan Pass, Afghanistan, Persia, the N.-W. Provinces of India, 
Cashmere and Nepaul. In the Punjab and N.-W. Provinces it has been re¬ 
corded from Kumaon and Darjeeling. Jerdon says it is found on the Hima¬ 
layas in flocks, some of them emigrating with the Jackdaw to the plains of the 
Punjab. Stanford met with it between Bampur and Narmashir in April, at not 
more than 4,000 feet above the sea, and again in the higher parts of the Elburz 
Mountains. The Chough is as full of curiosity and as noted for petty thefts 
as its cousin, the Crow. It is easily tamed, but restless in captivity. It is 
extremely shy in the wild state, and does great service in killing the grubs 
which affect cultivation. Insects as grasshoppers, grubs of every kind, beetles 
and grain are its chief food. Of its nidification in India nothing is known. 
In England the nests are placed in clefts and cavities of inaccessible cliffs. 
The eggs are 4— 5 in number, dull white, spotted with grey and brown, rather 
thickly at the larger end. 

Gen. Pyrrhocorax.— Vieili. 

Bill shorter and stronger than in Fregilus , also less curved, the tip of upper 
mandible toothed, and the base of lower mandible bare of feathers; feet 
robust; wings reaching to nearly the tip of the tail. 

148 . Pyrrhocorax alpinus, Vieili. N. Diet. d'Hist. vi. p. 568; 
Gould. B. Eur. iii. pi. 218; Bly. Cat. B. Mus. A. S. B. 90; Jcrd, B. Ind . 
ii. p. 319, No. 680 ; Henderson and JIume, Lahore to Yarkand , p. 249; 
Dresser, B. Eur. pi. xxxviii ; Ibis , 1875, P- 2 37 i Scully , Sir. F 1876, 
p. 162 ; Blf. East Pers. p. 263 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 149.—The 
Alpine Chough. 

PLATE. 

Glossy black all over, with iridescent tints; bill yellow; legs bright red or 
dark vermilion red; iris brown. 
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Length. — 16*5 inches; wings 1075 t0 1I<2 5 5 ta ^ ^'8 10 7 5 larsus r 9 10 
2; culmen 1*4. 

IIab .—Europe, ranging to the Himalayas, the N.-W. Provinces, the Pun¬ 
jab, and Nepaul. 

The Alpine Chough is plentiful between Simla and Mussoorie. It has also 
been met with in Darjeeling and the higher parts of the N.-W. Provinces, but 
rarely in the plains of the Punjab. It is found in large flocks in the Himala¬ 
yas, where it feeds chiefly on various fruits as the mulberry; and breeds in 
holes in rocks. Of the sub-family, Fregilince , are three species of Podoces, 
viz., Iletidersoni, Hume, Ibis, 1871, p. 408; Hah. Yarkand; Biddulphi 
Hume, Str. F. ii. pp. 503, 529, collected by Dr. Stolickza in Eastern Turkestan, 
and hti/nilis, Hume, Ibis , 1871, p.408, obtained by Dr. G. Henderson in the 
Sanju Pass, Yarkand. This last will probably be found to range to the 
Himalayas. 


Fam.—ORiOLiD,E. 


Bill long, strong, moderately broad at the base, hooked, and distinctly notch¬ 
ed at the tip; nostrils in front of the base of the bill and quite bare; tail 
rather short; tarsi short; feet small ; claws curved. 


Gen. Oriolus. — Lin . 


Characters those of the family; the culmen keeled; wings with the 1st quill 
very short, 2nd shorter than the third, which is the longest; upper tail coverts 
long. Lores feathered, but generally with a small bare space behind the eye. 
Outer toe syndactyle. Nostrils lateral. 



149. Oriolus galbula. £•»»■ N - >• P- Naum. cog/. Deutsch 
ii. tab. 61 ; McGill. Br. B. ii. p. 69; Gould. Tt. Eur. ii. pi. 71 ; Gray, Gen. 
£.\. p. 232; Layard, B. South A/r. p. * 35; Shelley, B. Egypt, p. , 5 f, . 
Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 2IS; id. Cal. Afr. B. p. 53. Ilume. Str. F., 1873, 
p. 182; Murray, Ildbk. Zool., &c„ Sind, p. 143 i Murray, Vert. Zool. Sind, 
p. 136.— The Golden Oriole, 
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Adult Male .—Golden yellow, a blackish brown spot between the eye And 
the bill; wings and tail black ; a yellow spot on the quills not far from the 
middle of the wing when closed; tail feathers terminated with yellow; bill 
reddish maroon ; iris red; feet bluish grey. 

Length k —io to 10*5 inches; bill at front 1 ; wing 5*9; tail 3*1; tarsus 
0.8. 


Adult Female. —Greenish olive above, greyish white with a yellowish tinge 
below, where the plumage is marked by some white distant greyish brown 
stripes or dashes disposed longitudinally ; wings brown, bordered with olivace¬ 
ous grey; tail olivaceous, tinged with black ; beneath yellowish with a brownish 
black mark somewhat in the form of an irregular Y; no dark streak behind 
the bill and the eye. 


The young of the year resembles the female, but the longitudinal stripes of 
the lower parts are more numerous and deeper in colour; bill blackish grey ; 
iris brown. 

it is said to breed in parts of Europe, laying generally four or five eggs, 
white or purplish white, speckled with lake red and dusky. 

Hah .—The whole of Europe, S.-W. Asia, South Asia, South Africa and 
Persia. A visitant in Sind during October and November. 


150 . Oriolus kundoo, Sykes* P. Z. S., 1832, p. S7; Gray , Gen. B. 
i. p. 232 ; Blyth , J. A. S. B. xv. p. 49; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 107, No. 470 ; 
Hunit, Lahore to Yarkand , p. 167; Murray, Hdb . Zool. &c., Sind, p, 1^3 ; 
Murray , Vert. Zool. Sind , p. 137; Reid. Cat. B. Prov. Mus. H.-JV-P. and 
Oudh , p. 92.—The Indian Oriole. 

Adult Male. —Bright golden yellow above and below; lores, feathers round 
the eye and a streak through the eye black; scapulars externally black ; the 
edge of the wing and a bar formed by the primary coverts yellow ; the bases of 
the primary coverts black ; quills black ; the primaries edged with yellow; 
secondaries \% itli yellow tips ; tail with the central feathers black and narrowly 
yellow tipped, the next pair black, with a broad yellow tip, the others black 
at the base and yellow for the greater part of their terminal length ; under 
wing and tail-coverts golden yellow ; bill deep lake red ; legs plumbeous ; 
irides blood-red. 


Length.— 9 to 9*5 inches; wing 5-5 ; tail 3*5 ; tarsus 0*95, The female is 
like the male, but with a slightly greenish tint. 

Hah .—Throughout India to Nepaul, Cashmere and Eastern Turkistan. 
Probably a resident in Sind, but nothing is known of its nidilication in the 
Province. Specimens have been obtained in April, June, September and 
December. The September birds verc the young of the year. 
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151 . Oriolus diffllSUS, Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. A/w.r. iii. p. 197 ; Legge , 
i?. Ceylofi , p. 355. Oriolus indicus, y^. ///. /;;</. Or;;, pi. 15 5 ii. 

p. 109, No. 471 ; Salvad Ucc. Born., p. 275 ; Hume , *SVr. -A’. vii. p. 132 ; Bl. 
and Walden , i?. Bunn. p. 139; Hume and Dav. Sir. F. vi. p. 3 2 9 5 Hume y 
S/r. F. viii. p. 99; Oates , B. Br. Bunn. i. p. 211. Oriolus cochinchinensis, 
Apud David et Oust. Ois. Chute , p. 132.—The Black-naped Oriole. 

Above and below bright yellow lores, and a band through and above the 
eye continued to the nape, on each side black. Primaries and secondaries 
black, tipped and edged narrowly with yellowish white, the latter more 
broadly ; outer webs of tertiaries and a portion of the inner webs next the shaft 
yellow; primary coverts black, tipped broadly with yellow ; inner webs of 
greater coverts black, also the winglet; tail black, tipped with yellow; the 
central pair narrowly and the others progressively broader towards the outer 
feathers. 

The young have the feathers of a greenish tinge, and dark-shafted on the 
breast and abdomen, the band on the nape indistinct; tail greenish with 
yellowish tips; irides and eyelids pinkish ; legs and feet plumbeous ; bill pink¬ 
ish red. 

Length. —9*6 to 10 inches; wing 5*85 to 6; tail 3-85 to 4; tarsus 1 to 
t ’05; culmen 1*25 to 1*4. 

Ilab .—The Indian Peninsula to Tennaserim, China, and Mongolia. Oates 
says it appears to be a winter visitant to British Burmah. Blyth records it 
from Arrakan. It is said to be common about Pegu, Rangoon, and in the Irra- 
wady delta. Davison met with it in Tennaserim from Thatone to Male- 
woon during winter. Jerdon procured it from the Malabar jungles, and men¬ 
tions it as having been procured at Dharwar, and to be found near Calcutta. 

The black-naped Oriole affects forests, large groves and gardens. It feeds 
on fruit and insects, and is strictly arboreal in its habits. 

152 Oriolus tenuirostris, Bly. J. A. s. B. xv. p. 48; Hume , 
Str. F. iii. p. 131 ; Bl. B. Bunn. p. 14O; Sharpe , Cat . B. Br. A/us. iii. 
p. 198 ; Hume and Dav. Str. F. vi. p. 329 5 Hume , Sir. F. viii p 99; Scully , 
Str. F. x ii. p. 298; Oates, B. Br. Burm. i. p. 212.—The Burmese Black- 
naped Oriole. 

Similar to O. dijfusus , but differs in having a more slender and slightly 
smaller bill, the alar speculum larger, the tail feathers more broadly yellow 
terminally, and the nape band narrower in width, *4 against 7 in O. diffusus. 
Bill pale pink, black in the young ; inside of mouth fleshy ; legs plumbeous ; 
irides crimson. 

Length. —9*5 to 10 inches; wing 5*35 105-9; tail 3*5 to 3*7; tarsus 1 ; 
culmen 1-3 to 1*35. 

20 
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Hab. —This species has a very wide range, especially in the Indo-Burmese 
countries. It is spread over the whole Pegu division. Abundant in the 
Thayetmyo districts. Wardlaw-Ramsay obtained it in Karenne, and Col. 
Lloyd at Tounghoo. In Tennaserim it is rare. It is recorded from Arrakan, 
also from Cachar, Munipoor, and Nepaul. (Oates.) Habits those of the last. 

153 . Oriolus andamanensis, Tytler and Beavan, Ibis, 1867, 
p. 326 ; Ball, Sir. F., 1873, p. 72 ; Hume, Sir. F. 1874, p. 227 ; Sharpe, 
Cal. B. Br. Mus . iii. p 200. Oriolus Horsfieldi, Blyth, in Mouatl’s Andaman 
Isl. p. 352 (nec Sws). Broderipus andamanensis, Walden , Ibis, 1873, p. 305.— 
The Andaman Oriole. 

Adult Male.— General colour above and below brilliant yellow; crown of head 
yellow like the back, from which it is separated by a horse-shoe band of black, 
drawn from the lores, enclosing the eye and passing round the nape; wing 
coverts yellow; the greater series black on the inner web ; primary coverts 
black, tipped with yellow ; but not very broadly ; rest of Ihe wings black with 
only a faint terminal edging of yellow to ihe quills, forming a little larger 
spot on the inner secondaries ; central tail feathers black, tipped with yellow and 
slightly washed with olivaceous near the base; all the other feathers black at 
base, which decreases in extent towards the outer tail feathers. (Sharpe.) “ Bill 
carn^ous or delicate pink; legs and feet plumbeous, sometimes tinged with 
green, the soles dirty grey ; iris carmine ; the eyelids brownish red. (Hume.) 

The adult female is duller in colour, and the yellow of the feathers decidedly 
tinged with olivaceous. Bill in the young black. 

Length.— 9-5 inches ; wing 5*3 ; tail 4/1 ; tarsus 0*95 ; culmen 1*2. 

Hab. —The Andaman Islands ; Port Blair. 

Nothing is known of the nidification of this species nor of Oriolus 
macrurus , Blyth, a species found in the Nicobars. It is possible this latter will 
be found in Burmah. A description is, however, given of the species. 

Above and below bright yellow ; forehead yellow ; the lores, feathers round 
the eye and remainder of head and nape black; wings black; wing coverts 
yellow, the greater series black on the inner web; primaries externally edged 
with grey; secondaries narrowly edged with yellowish near the tip, almost im¬ 
perceptible ; primary coverts tipped with yellow forming an alar speculum ; two 
centre tail feathers black with a narrow' yellow tip, rest of the feathers yellow’ 
with black bases, the extent of the black greater on the inner web; outer 
tail feathers almost entirely yellow with a very little black near the base. 
(Sharpe.) Bill carneous ; legs and feet plumbeous ; claws horny; iris carmine. 
(Hume.) 

Length. — it inches ; culmen 14 ; wing 5 ' 2 » 4 7 i tarsus ri. 

The young bird has the bill of a dull fleshy colour; iris dull red-brown. 

(Hume.) 
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154. Oriolus santlionotus, Horsf. Tr. Lin . Soc. lii. p. 153 ; Lem. 
pi. col. 214; Horsf. Zool . Res. Java\ Stolickza, J . •S’. ^ xxxix. pt. ii. 

p. 317; Salvad. Ucc. Born. p. 277; Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mas. iii. p. 213; 
Tweed. P. Z. S., 1878, p. 616; Hume~ and Davison, Sir. F. vi. p. 33O; 
Hume , *S 7 r. I? 7 . viii. p. 99. Oriolus castanopterus, Blyth , -< 4 . *S. £. xi. 

p. 796; B. Br. Burmdh, i. p. 215.—The Small Black-headed 


Oriole. 


Head, neck, chin and throat black; breast, abdomen and flanks white, 
streaked with black ; under tail coverts yellow ; sides of the breast tinged with 
yellow; axillaries grey; under wing coverts black, margined with yellow, 
back, scapulars, lesser wing coverts, rump and upper tail coverts jellow, 
median wing coverts black, broadly tipped with yellow ; rest of the coverts and 
all the quills black, most of them very narrowly edged with yellow ; tail black, 
tipped with yellow, very narrowly on the central pair of feathers and progressively 
increasing in extent on the outer feathers. 


Length. —7-5 inches ; wing 4*35 ; tail 3*1 ; tarsus 075 ; culmen 0 9. 

Immature specimens have black edgings to the feathers of the back and 
mesial dark streaks on the upper tail coverts. 

The adult female has the whole upper plumage with the lesser wing coverts 
and tertiaries olive yellow, and the feathers of the head with dusky striations; lores 
grey ; feathers round the edges of the eyelids yellow ; ear coverts olive yellow 
with paler shafts ; chin and throat whitish; breast, abdomen, and flanks 
white, streaked with black; under tail coverts yellow ; rest of the plumage 
as in the male, but everywhere more dull. Legs and feet plumbeous ; bill dark 
fleshy; irides crimson. 

Length.—8 inches; wing 4 ' 4 ; tail 2’S; tarsus *8; culmen ri. 

/Lab —Malacca, Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Labuan, the Indian Archipelago, 
Malay Peninsula, and the extreme south of Tennaserim, where it was pro¬ 
cured by Davison. 

Habits those of its congeners. 

155 Oriolus melanoeeplialus. Lin. S.N. i. p. 160; J ad. B. 
Ini. ii. p 110, No. 472 ; Hume, Nests and Eggs, Ind. J). p. 301 , Ely. E. 
Burnt, p. 139: Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iii. P- 2IS; Oates. S. F. vii. p. 48 : 
Cripps, Sir. F. vii. p. 90 ; Anderson, Yunnan Exped. p. 660 ; Hume. Sir. F. 
vii. p. 99; Leggt, B. Cohn, p. 57 : Oates, B. Br. Burnt, i. p. 214 Oriolus 
Ceylonensis, Bonap. Consp. i. p. 347 = 7 "* B h ‘ d - «• P- 3 «* = ^ume. Sir: F. 
i. p. 439. Oriolus Himalayanus, Leggc , B. Ceylon , p. 35b. The Black 

headed Oriole. 

Above and below bright golden yellow, head, chm. throat and upper breast 
black , scapulars and wing coverts bright yellow ; wmgletand primary coverts 
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black, the latter yellow for their terminal half, forming a large alar speculum ^ 
upper wing coverts yellow; first primary black; the others black, tipped with 
yellow, which increases in extent towards the secondaries, the innermost of 
which have the entire outer web yellow; base of primaries yellow; tail yellow, 
the two central feathers with a broad subterminal bar of black; the next on 
either side with a patch of black. 

The female is not unlike the male, but the yellow is less bright and has an 
olivaceous or a greenish tinge. The young is duller in colour everywhere, the 
forehead is streaked with black, the feathers of the crown and nape edged with 
yellowish ; throat white, streaked with black. Bill lake red; irides rich red ; 
legs plumbeous. 

Length of adult male and female —9*5 to 10 inches ; wing 5*4 to 5*55 ; tail 
3 4 to 4 ; tarsus r to 1*05 ; culmen 1-15 to 1*3. 

LJab. “"Throughout the Peninsula of India, extending down the Malay Penin¬ 
sula. Occurs throughout Burmah and Ceylon ; also in Cochin-China and 
Siam. It is found in the Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Bengal, Rajpootana, Cen¬ 
tral India, the Concan, Deccan, South India, the Malabar Coast, the Carnatic, 
Pegu, Tennaserim, British Burmah, the Andamans and Nepaul. I do not 
follow Sharpe in separating O. ceylonensis, either as a distinct species of 
or sub-species, nor Captain Legge in calling the larger form O. hima- 
layanus. Mr. Sharpe (Cat. B. Br. Mas.) ‘observes, that O. ceylonensis 
l< although rather smaller than Plimalayan examples, the alar speculum 
is larger than in the Cingalese form, and he looks upon it as intermediate 
between the continental and insular birds. O. ceylonensis is not at all 
a good species, and perhaps in a large series would be found to be insepar¬ 
able,— which, it certainly is from O. melanocephalus." 

The black-headed Oriole affects both the densest forests and open jungles, 
also orchards and gardens. Oates says, its exquisite call of five whistling 
notes is one of the most charming sounds heard in the jungle, and it seems to 
be uttered at all hours of the day and almost all the year round. It nests 
from March to June, generally at a considerable height from the ground. 
The nest is suspended between two twigs, and in shape is like a cup. The 
materials used are leaves, fine twigs and vegetable fibres. Eggs 2—3, pinkish 
white, spotted with black. It feeds chiefly on fruit. Jerdon says, the figs of 
the Banian, peepul and other Fici, also mulberry, blossoms, and buds. 

156 . Oriolus trailli, Vig. V. Z. S., 1831, p. 175 ; Jerd. n. hid. 11. 
p. 112, No. 474 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 222 ; Hume, Sir. F. viii. 
p. 99 ; Scully , Sir. F. v, p. 299. Psaropholus trailli, Jerd. and Selby , III. 
Orn . iv. pi. 20 , Bly. and '[Valden , B . Bunn . p. 139. — The Maroon Oriole. 

Whole head, neck, chin, throat and wings glossy black ; rest of the plum¬ 
age maroon-red. 
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The young have the crown and nape dark brown; the back, rump, scapu¬ 
lars and wing coverts also dark brown, each feather edged ^ith ru ou:>. PP er 
tail coverts maroon-red, with black shafts ; the tail maroon-red, the greater 
part of the central feathers and the edges of the outer webs of the other 

feathers brown; under surface white, streaked with brown. Bill pale b.uish- 

grey ; irides pale buffy-yellow; feet plumbeous; claws blue at base, pale 
horny at tip. (Scully.) 

Length. —11 inches ; tail 4-5 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1 *45- 
Uab.— The Himalayas, extending to Nepaul, Sikkim, Assam, Arrakan, 
Burmah and Tennaserim. Occurs in Darjeeling, Nynee Tal, Bhootan, and 
Kumaon. Rare in Burmah. Obtained by Capt. Wardlaw-Ramsay, at 
Tounghoo, Karenne and on the Karin Hills. 

The Maroon Oriole is said to be found in small flocks, keeping to high 
trees. It has a fine loud mellow call. Feeds on insects, as caterpillars. 

Family—DICRURID^E—D rongo Shrikes. 

Bill rather large, wide at base, thick, culmen curved and keeled, tip notched ; 
rictal bristles moderately developed ; nostrils basal, concealed by short plumes ; 
tail usually long and furcate; outer feathers generally much lengthened. 
Plumage generally black or steel blue. 

Gen. Dicrurus.— Vieill. 

Characters same as that of the family. Tail nearly square, more or less forked, 
the outer feathers not ending in a racket, nor curved upwards. 

157. Dicrurus annectens, Hodgs. Ind . Rev. i. p. 326 ; Sharpe. Cat. 
B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 231. Edolius annectens, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xi. p. 173. 
Dicrurus balicassius (nec Lin.), Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi. p. 1 75 > l ' 1 ' xv * P- 298 ; 
Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 430, No. 279; Hume, Str. F. 1874, pp. 209, 474; Bly 
and Walden, if- Burnt, p- 13 1 J Tweedd. Ibis., 1878,}). 72. Dicrurus annectens, 
Hume and Davison, Str. F. vi. pp. 213, 509 i Hume, Str. F. viii. p. 91 * 
Oates, Str. F. x. p. 201 ; id. B. Br. Burnt, i. p. 217—The Crow-billed 
Drongo. 

Black, glossed with steel blue, except the lores, car coverts, inner webs of 
quills, axillaries and under wing coverts. Young and adolescent birds have 
the under wing coverts and under surface tipped with grey.sh white. Bill and 
legs black ; iris red. 

Length.- to to 11 inches; wing S'45 to 6 ; tail 41 ; to tip of outer feather 
515106; culmen ft; tarsus 075 t0 0 ® 2 - 

Hal, _xhe Malay Peninsula Sumatra, Cochin-China, bound also, in 

Nepaul, where Terdon says it is rare. Extends thence eastward through Lower 
Bengal and Dacca to Assam, Burmah and Malacca. Found also in the Ottdh 
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Terai. Oates says, it sweeps through Pegu every year in October ; but whether 
it comes from the North or from the South he is unable to say; it is not seen 
at other times. Capt. Wardlaw-Ramsay procured it in Rangoon. Mr. Davison 
says it is not uncommon in the southern third of Tennaserim. Oates had 
examples from Malewoon, procured from December to February. Its habits 
are said to be those of the Common Drongo Shrike. 




Gen. Chibia .—Hodgs. 

Bill lengthened, compressed, curved and keeled on the culmen, tip hooked 
and obsoletely notched; rictal bristles short; forehead crested with hairs 
which fall over the neck; tail forked, outer feathers slightly lengthened, 
turned up ; feathers of head and neck lanceolate. 



158- Chibia hottentottus, Lin., Syst. Nat . i. p. I 55 - Chibia 
hottentotta, Jerd. B . hid. i. p. 439 » No. 286 ; Bly. B. Burm, p. 128 ; Anders. 
Yunnan Exped. p. 651 ; Hume , Nests and Eggs, p. 194; Hume , Str. F. iii. 
p. toi ; Sharpe , Cat. It. Br. Mus . iii. p. 235 ; Tweedd. Ibis , 1878, p. 73 ; 
Hume and Davison, Str. F. vi. p. 222 ; Hume , Str. F. viii. p. 92 ; Oates , Str. 
F. viii. p. 167; Scully , Str. F. viii. p.273; Bingham , Str. F ix. p. 174; 
Oates , B. Br. Burm. i. p. 227.—The Hair-crested Dronqo. 

Whole plumage black, with metallic blue reflections on the back and lower 
parts; lores and frontal plumes black, with a crest of long hairs springing from 
the base of the forehead and falling over the nape ; sides of face purplish 
black ; feathers of the head and sides of neck metallic steel green, those on the 
neck, long and lanceolate ; feathers of the throat and neck Upped with metallic 
steel green. Upper surface of wing metallic bronze green ; rest of the plum¬ 
age black with metallic steel blue or green reflections; outer feathers of the 
tail recurved inwards at the tips. Bill and legs black ; iris dark brown. 

Length. — 12*5 to 13 inches; wing 6*5 to 6*9$ i 5 ’6 to 6 5 ; culmen 
*'55 to 16; tarsus 0'9 to 1. 
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Length .—12 inches ; wing 575 ; tail 6*25 to tip of outer feather; tarsus 0*9. 

Hab .—The whole of India and Ceylon, extending to Assam, the Indo-Chinese 
region, China, Formosa and Burmali. Occurs also in Java, Siam, Cochin- 
China, the N.-W. Himalayas, Nepaul, Beloochistan and Afghanistan. If is found 
throughout the Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Rajpootana, Central 
India, Kutch, Guzerat, Konkan, Deccan, Travancore and South India generally. 
According to Oates it is a common bird in Burmah and Pegu. In the latter 
it is common from October to January. Dr. Armstrong found it common in 
the Irrawaddy delta; Davison found it common in Tennaserim from Moul- 
mein to Malewoon, and Captain Bingham met with it at Tounghoo. 

The King Crow is chiefly found in open jungle, and seldom or never in 
forests. It is a conspicuous bird everywhere about a station. Its presence is 
readily known simply by its cheerful and pretty notes. Perched on atelegraph 
wire, wall, or on a bare branch, its sweet notes are uttered, not forgetting now 
and again its rather harsh cry. A couple of pairs within one’s grounds often 
make their chattering, as if one to another for half an hour at a time, sound 
disagreeable. Its loquacity is unsurpassed, especially in the early morn. It 
is often seen on the backs of cattle, sheep and goats when out grazing in com¬ 
pany with Acridotheres tristis or gingintanus, the common crow, and not un- 
frequently Neophrons. 

The food of the King Crow is chiefly insects of sorts, as grasshoppers, 
mantises, bees, wasps, ants, dragon flies, moths and butterflies. I don’t know 
that it has a predilection for anything higher than members of the Inverte¬ 
brates. During the breeding season, which lasts from May to July, March to 
April, and August and September, according to locality, the King Crow is very 
pugnacious. It pursues and drives away every bird it suspects, even hawks, 
kites, and crows, especially when the female is sitting for incubation. It places 
its nest generally in the fork of the outer branches of a tree, selecting generally 
an Acacia. It is cup-shaped and shallow, and made of fine twigs and grass. 
In some instances lined outside with cobwebs and inside with a little hair or 
feathers. *Eggs generally 4 in number, reddish or pinkish white, prettily 
streaked, spotted and blotched with brick red or brown. 


162- Buchanga longicaudata, A. Hay , 7 ad. Mad. Jc, xiii. 

p. 121 ; Jerd. B. IndA. p. 43 °. No - 280; WaUi ' P Z ' S ' l866 > P- 549 ; ' 

Nests and Eggs, p. 189; Hume, Sir. F. 111. p. 97 , Wald, in Bl. B. Burn. 
C >40 Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 249; Hume and Davison, Sir. F. vi. 
p. 213 Legge, B. Ceylon, p. 39 ° i TvKei *' * 8 7 8 , P- 74 ; Hume, Sir. F. 
viii. p. 9 t ; Scully, Sir. F. viii. p. 27 °; Oates Sir. F x p. 202. Dicrurus 
himalayanus. Toiler, Ibis, .868, p. 200. Buchanga Walden., Beavan, 16 ,s, 
.868, p.497; Oates, B. Bunn. i. p. 22 °-~ Thc Dark-Ashv or Long-ta.lid 

1)1 Whole upper plumage including the wings and rail blackish ashy, with a 
greenish gloss; sides of the face, frontal plnmes and under surface of the body 
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dark ashy, paler towards the vent; under tail coverts dull greyish white, paler 
and nearly white at the tips ; under wing coverts similarly tipped ; in old or 
fully adult birds, these whitish tippings are absent. Bill and legs black; iris 
red. 

Length .— 11 to 11*5 inches ; wing 5*5 to 5'6 ; tail, including outer feathers, 
6*5 to 67 ; tarsus o*8 ; culmen 1. 

Hab .—India generally, the Indo-Burmese countries, Ceylon, N.-W. Hima¬ 
layas to Nepaul and Ladakh. Found in Travancore, and Southern India 
generally; also on the Malabar Coast, Wynaad, Coorg, the Neilgherries, 
Bengal, Punjab, N.-W. and Central Provinces. In Southern and parts of 
Western India, it is a permanent resident, also in S. Pegu. Davison found it 
in Tennaserim from Moulmein to Mergui. In Upper Pegu it is said to be 
replaced by B. leucoophcea. 

Its habits arc quite those of B. atra , but unlike it, it inhabits or rather 
affects forests, and has a pleasant song. Breeds during April and May. Nest 
similar to that of B. atra. Eggs, 3—4 in number typically white with brick 
red spots. 


163. Buehanga eineracea, Sharpe , Cat ., B. Br. Mas., iii. p. 250. 
Edolius cineraceus, Hors/. Tr. Linn. Soc. xiii. p. 145. Dicrurus leucophseus, 
Gray. Gen • B. i. p. 287. Dicrurus intermedins, Bly. J. A . S. B. xv. p. 298. 
Dicrurus leucophseus, Vieill. N. Diet, d’Hist. Nat. ix. p. 587 ; Hume , Sir. F. 
iii. p. 99. Buehanga pyrrhops, ( Hodg.) Wald, in Bl. B. Burmah, p. 130; 
Armstrong , Str. F. iv. p. 320 ; Sharpe , Cat . B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 25 f ; Hume 
and Dav. Str. F. vi. p. 216; Hume , Sir. F. viii. p. 92 ; Oates , Sir. F. x. 
p. 202. Buehanga leucophaea, Hume and Dav. Str. F. vi. p. 317 ; viii, p. 92.— 
The Pale-ashy Drongo. 


Whole plumage bluish ashy, glossy above, paler underneath and unglossed 
on the breast; frontal plumes and lores black, upper wing coverts like the 
upper surface but centred darker ; quills tinged with ashy on the outer webs. 
Tail bluish ashy ; the shafts black and the tips brownish. Bill and legs black ; 
iris crimson. 

Length .—10 to 11 inches ; wing 5 2 to 575 i tarsus 0‘8 ; culmen 2. 

Hab .—Dacca (Bengal) to the N.-W. Himalayas, and Nepaul, ranging to 
Pegu, Burmah and Java. Occurs also in Siam, Cochin-China, and Eastern 
China. 

The habits of this Drongo are quite those of its congeners. The structure 
of the nest and the size and colour of its eggs like those of B. tongicaudafa. 
It is found in all the well-wooded districts of Burmah and Bengal. 


164- Buehanga leucogenys* Wald. Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist. v. 
p. 219 ; id. in Bl. B. Burtn . p. 131 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 25 1 ; 
David et Oust. Ois , Chine , p. lo8, pi. 77 : Tueedd. Ibis t 1878, p. 69; Hume 
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end Dav. Sir. F. vi. p. 216 ; Hume, Sir. F . viii. p. 9 2 i Oaies, B. Br. JBurmah 
i. p. 222. Dicrurus leucophaeus ( Vieill.) a pud. Hume , Sir . F. ii. p. 210.— 
The White-cheeked Drongo. 

Whole upper plumage clear pale ashy grey; shafts of the quills and tail 
and tips of the first 6—7 primaries black ; upper tail coverts and tail lighter 
grey, inclining to blackish brown at the tips. Nasal bristles black ; lores, 
feathers round the eye and ear coverts pure white. Cheeks and under surface 
of body pale ashy grey, lighter and nearly white on the abdomen and under 
tail coverts ; under wing coverts light grey edged with white. Bill and legs 
black ; iris red. 

Length, — io’2 to 10*5 inches; wing 5*5 i tail 4*5 ; to tip of outer feathers 
57 ; tarsus 07 ; culmen o*9S. 

Hab. —Malacca, ranging through the Indo-Chinese region to China and 
Japan. (Sharpe.) 

Extends down the Malay Peninsula, and is found in Siam and Cochin-China. 
Davison procured it in South Tennaserim, where he says it was abundant as 
far north as Mergui. He adds that “ it is much more of a forest species than 
any of the other King Crows. It also occurs in clearings and occasionally in 
gardens. Its notes and habits are much the same as those of the other species, 
and like them it is fond of perching on the top of some dead tree, or other 
commanding station from which it constantly makes short sallies after passing- 
insects. It is always seen singly.” 


105. Buch&llga Cfierulescens, Linn, Sysl. Nat. i. p. 134 ; Sharpe, 
Cal. B. Br. A/us. iii. p. 252. Dicrurus caerulescens, Vieill. N. Dicl . d'Hisl. 
Hat. ix. p. 587; Jerd. Madras Jaunt, x. p. 239; Bly. Ann. and Map. 
Nat. Hist. xiv. p. 47; Jerd . B. Ind. 1. p. 432, No. 281. —The White-bellied 
Drongo. 

Whole upper plumage, including wings and tail, slaty grey, with a metallic 
steel blue gloss ; chin, throat and breast ashy brown, glossed with steel blue 
on the sides of the neck and sides of the upper breast; abdomen and lower 
tail coverts white; under wing coverts ashy brown and slightly glossed, 
thighs glossy black ; bill and feet black ; iris lake-red 


Length.— 9 5 to 9*6 inches; wing 475 to 5 0$; tail ,V 6 S; to tip of outer 
feathers 5 ; tarsus 08; culmen 005. 


Hab .—India generally. Recorded inmi Malabar, the si..,,. , of the Neil- 
Sherries. Madras. Nellom. Central India, Calcutta, Central Province*. Behar. 
Kattyawar, N.-W. Himalayas n> V.|muI. 

The White-bellied Drongo affects wclUooded districts gcnually. It is 
seldom seen in clearings, groves, or near hat.it.Uinn,.. Like other spec.es of 
Ri.LhaKga, it seizes its prey on the ein£. -tU' tin. tisua -neet Softg and 
harsh cry ol the family. 
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Gen. Dissemuroides.— Hume. 



Outer tail feathers produced and recurved at tip; forehead with a few 
bristles. 

166. Dissemuroides andamanensis, Hume, Sir. F, 1874,p. 211 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B . Br. Mns . iii. p. 255. Dicrurus andamanensis, Tyller and 
Heaven, Ibis , 1867, p, 322 ; Gray , Hand-l. B. i. p. 285 ; Ball, J. A. S. B. 
xii. p. 282. Buchanga (Dicrurus) andamanensis, Ball, S. F., 1873, p. 66. 
Dissemuroides dicruriformis, Hume, Sir. F 1873, p. 40S; id., 1874, p. 211 ; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. p. 255. -The Andaman Drongo. 

Adult Male.—General colour black, with a slight purplish gloss on the 
back; wings glossed with metallic steel-green, as also the secondaries ; quills 
brown, with reddish brown shafts, and slightly glossed with greenish at the 
base of the outer web , tail black, with a steel green gloss on the outer web; 
lores, sides of face, and under surface deep black with a slight purplish gloss 
on the breast; under wing coverts like the breast, but tipped with white ; bill 
and legs black ; iris hair-brown, sometimes very deep and almost blackish. 

Length. — 11*25 to 12-0 inches; wing 5*0 to 5*25; tail 7*0 to 8*25; bill 
from gape i*2 to 1* 35 ; tarsus o*8 to 0-9. 

Adult Female .—Rather smaller than the male. 

Hah. —Andaman and Great Cocos Islands. 

I have united Hume’s D. dicruriformis with this species, as I cannot find 
any good character which would serve to give it specific rank. It is certainly 
a larger bud, but I think with Mr. Sharpe that it can only be looked upon 
as a race. The comparative measurements of Andamanensis and dicruri- 
formis arc as under :— 

Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. 

dicruriformis .13*25 to 14*6 5'6 to 5*9 8 75 0*9 to ro 

Andamanensis ...1125 to 12 5 to 5-25 7 to 8 25 o*8 to 0*9 


Gen. Bhringa —Hodgs. 


Bill moderately depressed at base; culmen curved, hooked and notched at 
the tip ; rictal bristles feeble; base of bill covered with recurved feathers. 
Nostrils covered with bristles ; 4th quill longest. Tail nearly even, forked, the 
outer feather ending in a racket. 
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167. Bhringa remifer, Tan. PL Col. 178; Jml. B. Ind . K p. 434 ; 
Sharpe , C<?/. -5. ,Z?r. iii. p. 257 ; Hume and Davison, Sir. F, vi. p. 218 ; 
Tweedd.j Ibis , 1878, p. 80; Ilume, Str. F. viii. p. 9 2 > Oates, B. Br. Burin, i, 
p. 224. Bhringa tectirostris, (Hodgs); Hume, Nests and Eggs, p. 193 ; id r 
Sir. F. iii. p. roi.—The Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo-. 

Whole plumage black, with a brilliant metallic gloss, the feathers of the 
crown spangled with metallic-violet ; also those of the throat and breast; 
under tail coverts washed with steel green ; abdomen blackish grey with a 
steel gloss; outermost tail feathers produced into a long shaft with an 
elongated black spatule at end. Bill and legs black ; iris red. 

Length.— 9*6 to 10 5 inches ; wing 5*25 ; tail to tip of outer feathers 12 to 
14. 

Hab.— Nepaul, N.-W. Himalayas, Burmese Provinces, Tennaserim and Java. 
Sparingly distributed over Pegu, and confined to deep forests. According 
to Jerdon, It is also found in Assam. At Darjeeling it fs found in the warmer 
valleys. Breeds from April to June and July; nest a loose cup-shaped struc¬ 
ture. Eggs, 3—4, reddish white with reddish brown spots and blotches. 
Habits the same as other Drongos. 


Gen. DissemurUS- — Gloger. 

# 

Characters the same as in Bhringa. Crest more full and developed, and fall¬ 
ing back on the forehead ; tail forked, the outermost pair with the outer 
web gradually thinning off; shaft bare for some distance, and terminating 
in a racket. 



168. Dissemurus paradiseus. p- * 72 ; bi. 

Wald. B. Burnt, p. 12S; Armstrong. Sit. t. i\. p. 321 . Sharpe, Cat. B. 
Br. Mu,, iii. p. 2S 8 ; Tweedd. Ibis, 1878, P- 80; Ilume and Davison, Sir. F. 
vi. p. 219; Leggc, B. Cry Ion, p. 399 ’ Hume, Sir. I. vm. p. 192; Bingham, 
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•S/r./^. ix. p. 174; Gk&f, Sir. F. x. p. 203; id. B. Br. Bunn. i. p. 225. 
Dicrurus platurus, Vie ill. N. Diet . LHisl. Nat. i. p. 588. Edolius Rangoonen- 
sis, Gould. P. Z . 6*., 1836, p. 50. Edolius grandis, Gould. P. Z. S ., 1836, 
p. 5. Chibia malabaroides, Hodgs. Ind. Rev . i. p. 325. Dicrurus retifer, JW. 
Mad. Journ. x. p. 241. Edolius cristatellus, Bly. J. A. S. B. xi. 
p. 171. Edolius brachyphorus, ( Temm .) Bonap. Consp. Av. i. p. 351. 
Edolius paradiseus {Linn.) Jerd. B. hid. i., p. 435. Edolius malabaricus, 
(Scop.) Jerd. B. Ind. \. p. 437. Dissemurus malabaroides (Hodgs.), Hume , 
Nests and Eggs , Ind. B. p. 123 ; id., Sir . F. iii. p. 101. Dissemurus grandis, 
(Gould.), Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. 92; Oates, Str. F. viii. p. 166 ; id., Oates , B. 
Br. Bunn. i. p. 225.—The Great Racket-tailed Drongo. 

Whole plumage black, glossed with steel blue, except on the inner webs of 
the quills, the throat, lower abdomen and vent. The outer pair of feathers in 
both sexes lengthened and furnished with a racket; in the young the gloss is 
less developed, and the under wing coverts are tipped with white ; bill, legs 
and feet black ; irides red (brown in the young). 

Length.— 14 inches; wing 66; tail 7 ; outer feathers 13 to 15; tarsus 
r 15 ; culmen 13. 

Hab. —The Indian Peninsula, Ceylon, Andaman Islands, Indo-Chinese and 
Indo-Burmese Countries, the Malayan Peninsula, Java and Borneo; also 
Sumatra, Cochin-China and Nepal. It is recorded as occurring from the 
Himalayas to the Eastern Ghats as far South as N. L. 15°; also at Nellore, 
Goomsoor, Central and S. India, N.-W. Provinces, Lower Bengal, the Sunder- 
buns, Assam, Sylhet, Burmah and Tennaserim. Mr. Sharpe has very carefully 
gone into the question, whether all the species hitherto described as distinct, 
were so or not. Brachyphorus from Borneo, appeared to be a distinct form, 
but there was not sufficient ground upon which it could be specifically sepa¬ 
rated. The specific characters held to constitute a species were the length of 
tails, the size of the rackets on the outer feathers, and the development of the 
crest. These Mr. Sharpe has carefully studied, and the outcome is that he has 
united all under one species (Dissemurus paradiseus). He says that after a 
careful study of what has been written on the subject of these racket-failed 
Drongos.and after comparison of the series in the British Museum collection, he 
has arrived at the conclusion that between D. malabaroides (a very full-crested 
form) of the Eastern Himalayas and D. brachyphorus of Borneo, an unbroken 
chain of races exists. Blyth came to the same conclusion in 1849, Mr. 
Sharpe adds, that he does not see that the labors of ornithologists have tended 
to upset this conclusion. His review of these species ends with the following 
remarks;—“ Finding it, however, quite impossible to define exact specific 
characters for these supposed species, I have united them under one name, and 
merely keep the specimens arranged under different headings; for I fully 
believe that a larger series will only show more connecting links, and that it will 
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be found more and more impossible to give specific characters for those differ¬ 
entiated under the various titles mentioned.’’ 

The large racket-tailed Drongo affects forests, and well-wooded districts. 
Like the Drongos in general it selects the extreme end of a bough or branch 
for its perch, which it now and again leaves for the purpose of capturing a 
passing insect. It always returns to the same perch. Its song is said to be 
rich and mellow, especially during the breeding season. The nest is built 
in a fork on the very tip of a bough on the highest tree in the place, and almost 
inaccessible. In structure it does not differ from that of its congeners. The 
eggs, usually three in number, are white or pinkish, marked with reddish 
brown. 

Gen. Irena.— Hors/. 


Bill stout, of moderate length; culmen rather elevated and slightly arching 
from the base, tip notched ; nostrils covered with short plumes. Wings with 
the 4th quill longest; tarsus short. 



109 . Irena puella, Lath. hid. Orn. i. p. 171 ; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. 
p. 105; Stol. J. A. S. B. xxxix. p. ii. p. 318; Wald. Ibis , 1871. p. 170; 
Hume, Nests and Eggs, p. 298; Hume, Str . F. ii. p. 226 ; iii. p. 130 • Bl. 
and Wald. B. Burnt, p. 13 8 ; Armstrong , Str. F. iv. p. 326 ; Bourdillon , 
Str. F. iv. p. 400 ; Wardlaw-Ramsay , Ibis, 1877, P* 4^7 ; Hume and Dav. 
Sir . F. vi. p. 328; Hume Str. F. viii. p. 99 ; Legge, Birds , Ceylon , p. 466 ; 
Sharpe, Cat Birds, B.Mus. vi. p. 1 77 ) Bingham , Sir. F. ix. p. 184,- Oates, 
Sir. F. x. p. 211; Oates, B. Br. Burnt, p. 209.—The Fairy Blue Bird. 

Whole upper plumage, including the lesser wing coverts, brilliant glistening 
cobalt blue. Sides of the head, quills and tail deep black ; the secondaries 
and central tail feathers with a shade of blue; lores, feathers over the 
eye, sides of neck and entire under surface, also the thighs and under wing 
coverts, black; under tail coverts purplish black. 

The female has the whole of the upper plumage dull Prussian blue, brighter 
on the rump and upper and under tail coverts; primaries and secondaries 
dark brown, also the greater wing coverts, primary coverts and tertiaries, but 
these with a bluish tinge on their outer webs. 

JBill and legs black ; iris crimson. 
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Length .—io to J0’3 inches; wing 5 ; tail 4*2 to 4^4 ; tarsus 0*85; culmen 
0*95 to 1. 


Sab .- —The Malabar Coast, Southern India generally, and Travancore ; also 
Assam, Arrakan, and British Burmah. It also occurs in Siam and Cochin- 
China, in tke Khasia Hills, Cachar, Ceylon and the Andamans. 


The Fairy blue bird affects evergreen, dense, woody forests, and is more 
abundant in the hilly tracts than in the plains. It is found in the Pegu Hills 
down to Rangoon ; in the Irrawaddy delta, and according to Davison, in all 
the evergreen forests of Tennaserim. It is generally found'in pairs, but 
parties of 6 or 7 are not uncommon. Capt. Bingham found the nest in Tenna¬ 
serim. It was cupshaped in form, and in structure like that of a Drongo. 
Eggs, two, greenish white, marked with brown. 


Family—PRIONOPID^E. 

Bill with a notch in the upper mandible. Nostrils more or less covered with 
plumes. Tail moderate, rounded or square, and of 12 feathers. 


Sub-family.—PRIONOPINiE. 

Bill higher than broad, wings short, not reaching the tip of the tail. 

Gen. TephrodorniS .—Swain so??. 

Bill moderately hooked and notched at tip; a few rictal bristles, nostrils 
covered with procumbent plumes ; wings moderate; tarsus and toes short. 
Outer toe longest and slightly syndactyle. 

170 . Tephrodornis pondieeriana, Gmei . s. N. i. p. 939; 
Ely . J . A. S. B. y 1846, p. 305 ; Jerd. B . J ? id . p. 410, No. 265 ; Murray , 
Vert. Zool. y Si?id , p. 123 ; Hume , Sir. F, i. 435 ) Murray , Hdhk ., Zool ., fye., 
Sind, p. 134. Tephrodornis indica, Cat. Hodgs. Coll. B. M. p. 90. 
Tentheca leucura, Hodgs. I ? id . Rev . i. p. 447* — fhe Common Wood-Shrike. 

Head, hind neck, scapulars, back and rump ashy brown ; the feathers of the 
rump edged white ; superciliary streak fulvous white ; a dark brown streak 
from the nostrils to the ear coverts ; upper tail coverts dark brown , wings 
dusky brown; tail dark brown, with the two outer feathers white, and mar¬ 
gined dusky on the outer web at the tip, basally dark brown ; chin and throat 
white ; breast and upper abdomen greyish brown ; lower abdomen, vent and 
under tail coverts white; bill dusky horny; legs plumbeous; irides greenish 
yellow. 

Length. —6*5 to 7 inches; wing 3 5 ; tail 2*7$ * kill at front 0*62 
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Hab— India generally, Burmah, Assam, Bengal, extending to tlie foot of the 
Himalayas. Occurs in the Deccan, North Guzerat, Kutch and Kattiawar. In 
Bind it is a seasonal visitant, arriving in April, breeding and leaving the 
Province early in September. I obtained nestlings in May and June, and 
during ]uly and August. Of the eight specimens collected, five were young 
birds. None were seen in September. Its presence is easily known by a very 
pretty, unmistakable little song, quite unlike that of any of the Lamina. 

171. Tephrodornis pelvicus, Sharpe, Cai.B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 276. 
Tentheca pelvica, Hodgs, hid. Rev. i. p. 447; Tephrodornis pelvica, Jerd. 
B. Lid. i. p. 409, No. 263; Hume, Str. F. iii. p. 92 ; Bl. B. Bunn. p. 122 ; 
Hume and Dav. Str. F. vi. p. 205 ; Hume , Sir. F. viii. p. 91,—The Nepaul 
Wood-Shrike. 

Above pale ashy brown ; forehead whitish ; head, nape and hind neck, cine¬ 
reous grey; rump greyish white, barred with brown near the tip ; upper 
tail coverts white, the longer ones brown. Tail brown, with a rufous tinge, 
the shafts reddish and the tips whitish ; quills ashy brown, rufous shafted, all 
edged and tipped brighter ; lores, car coverts and feathers under the eye 
black ; sides of face, sides of neck, and under surface white, tinged with 
pinkish on the breast. 

Length— 8-5 inches; wing 4-5 ; tail 3 5 ; tarsus085; oilmen 0-95 to r. 

Hab— N.-W. Provinces of India, Oudh, N.-W. Himalayas, Sikkim, 
Arrakan, Assam, the Indo-Burmese countries, Tipperah, Cachar, and from 
Hhootan to Nepaul. Davison found it generally distributed over Tennaserim, 
and Oates says over the whole of Pegu. 

The Nepaul or Hodgson's Wood-Shrike frequents thick evergreen forests 
in preference to other localities. It feeds on insects as grylli, mantises 
crickets, grubs and caterpillars, which it picks off the leaves. 

172 . Tephrodornis sylvicola, Jerd. Afadr. Joum. x . p . 236; 
J. A. S. B. xv. p. 304; Bp. Consp . i. 357; J<rd. B. hid. i. 

p. 408. — The Malabar Wood-Shrike. 

Above slaty cinereous ; rump, white; wings, tail and some of the upper 
coverts dusky brown ; upper tail coverts white; the longer ones dusky brown ; 
nasal plumes, lores, feathers under and above the eye, and ear coverts black, 
more defined than in pondiceriana ; cheeks and entire under surface of body 
white. Eyebrow faintly indicated. Bill blackish; legs plumbeous ; iris wax 
yellow. 

Length, — 8*5 inches ; wing 4 I tail 4 4 > tarsus o *8 ; culinen o’ 8 . 

Hab. — Southern parts of the Indian Peninsula. Jerdon says it is only found 
in the forests of the Malabar Coast, and ascends the Neilgherry and other ranges. 

It climbs and hops about the larger boughs of trees, picking insects of various 
kinds off the leaves. Found in small flocks* 
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Length . — 10 to 10-3 inches; wing 5 ; tail 4-2 to4’4; tarsus 0*85; culmen 
o*95 to 1. / 

Hab . —The Malabar Coast, Southern India generally, and Travancore ; also 
Assam, Arrakan, and British Burmah. It also occurs in Siam and Cochin- 
China, in the Khasia Hills, Cachar, -Ceylon and the Andamans. 


The Fairy blue bird affects evergreen, dense, woody forests, and is more 
abundant in the hilly tracts than in the plains. It is found in the Pegu Hills 
down to Rangoon ; in the Irrawaddy delta, and according to Davison, in all 
the evergreen forests of Tennaserim. It is generally found* in pairs, but 
parties of 6 or 7 are not uncommon. Capt. Bingham found the nest in Tenna- 
serim. It was cupshaped in form, and in structure like that of a Drongo. 
Eggs, two, greenish white, marked with brown. 


Family.—PRIONOPID jE. 

BiH with a notch in the upper mandible. Nostrils more or less cotered with 
plumes. Tail moderate, rounded or square, and of 12 feathers. 

Sub-family. —PRIONOPIN^E. % 

Bill higher than broad, wings short, not reaching the tip of the tail. 

Gen. Tephrodornis— Swainson. 

Bill moderately hooked and notched at tip ; a few rictal bristles, nostrils 
covered with procumbent plumes; wings moderate; tarsus and toes short. 
Outer toe longest and slightly syndactyle. 

170 . Tephrodornis pondiceriana, Gmel. S. N. i. p. 939; 
JBly % y. A. S. £., 1846, p. 305 ; Jcrd . B. hid. p. 4*0, No. 265 ; Murray , 
Vert. Zool ., Sind, p. 123 ; Hume, Sir. F. i. 435 ; Murray , Hdbk., Zool., <Jv., 
Sind , p. 134. Tephrodornis indica, Cat. Hodgs. Coll. B. M. p. 90. 
Ten theca leucura, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. i. p. 447 *— The Common Wood-Shrike. 

Head, hind neck, scapulars, back and rump ashy brown ; the feathers of the 
rump edged white; superciliary streak fulvous white ; a dark brown streak 
from the nostrils to the ear coverts; upper tail coverts dark brown; wings 
dusky brown; tail dark brown, with the two outer feathers white, and mar¬ 
gined dusky on the outer web at the tip, basally dark brown ; chin and throat 
whit- ; breast and upper abdomen greyish brown ; lower abdomen, vent and 
under tail coverts white ; bill dusky horny; legs plumbeous; irides greenish 
yellow. 

Itngth.'~h '5 to 7 inches; wing 3*5 ; tail 275 • Ml at * ront °'^2 
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Hab— India generally, Burmah, Assam, Bengal, extending to the foot of the 
Himalayas. Occurs in the Deccan, North Guzerat, Kutch and Kattiawar. In 
Sind it is a seasonal visitant, arriving in April, breeding and leaving the 
Province early in September. I obtained nestlings in May and June, and 
during July and August. Of the eight specimens collected, five were young 
birds. None were seen in September. Its presence is easily known by a very 
pretty, unmistakable little song, quite unlike that of any of the Lamina\ 

171. Tepfyrodornis pelvicus, Sharpe, Cat. B. Br . Mus. iii. p. 276. 
1 entheca pelvica, Hodgs. Ind. Rev. i. p. 447; Tephrodornis pelvica, Jerd . 
B. Lid. i. p. 409, No. 263; Hume , S/r. F. iii. p. 92; Bl. B. Burnt . p. 122 ; 
Hume and Dav . Sir. F. vi. p. 205 ; Hume , Sir. F. viii. p. 91.—The Nepaul 
Wood-Shrike. 

Abrfve pale ashy brown ; forehead whitish ; head, nape and hind neck cine¬ 
reous grey; rump greyish while, barred with brown near the tip; upper 
tail coverts white, the longer ones brown. Jail brown, with a rufous tinge, 
the shafts reddish and the tips whitish ; quills ashy brown, rufous shafted, all 
edged and tipped brighter ; lores, car coverts and feathers under the eye 
black; sides of face, sides of neck, and under surface white, tinged with 
pinkish on the breast. 

Length.— 8*5 inches; wing 4*5 ; tail 3*5 ; tarsus0-85; culmen 0-95 to 1. 

Hab. —N.-W, Provinces of India, Oudh, N.-W. Himalayas, Sikkim, 
Arrakan, Assam, the Indo-Burmese countries, Tipperah, Cachar, and from 
Bhootan to Nepaul. Davison found it generally distributed over Tennaserim, 
and Oates says over the whole of Pegu. 

The Nepaul or Hodgson’s Wood-Shrike frequents thick evergreen forests 
in preference to other localities. It feeds on insects as grylli, mantises, 
crickets, grubs and caterpillars, which it picks off the leaves. 

172. Tephrodornis sylvicola, Jerd. Madr. Joum. x. p. 236; 
Bly, J . A. S. B. XV. p. 304; Bp. Consp . i. 357; Jerd. B. Ind. i. 
p. 408. — The Malabar Wood-Shrike. 

Above slaty cinereous; rump, white; wings, tail and some of the upper 
coverts dusky brown ; upper tail coverts white; the longer ones dusky brown ; 
nasal plumes, lores, feathers under and above the eye, and ear coverts black, 
more defined than in pondiceriana ; cheeks and entire under surface of body 
white. Eyebrow faintly indicated. Bill blackish ; 1 'cgs plumbeous ; iris wax 
yellow. 

Length.— 8*5 inches; wing 4 ; tail 4’4 i tarsus o*8; culmen 0-8. 

Hab. —Southern parts of the Indian Peninsula. Jordon ka ii is only found 
in the forests of the Malabar Coast, and ascends the Neilgherry and other raiiges. 
It climbs and hops about the larger boughs of trees, picking insects of various 
kinds off the leaves. Found in small flocks. 
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173 Tephrodornis grisola, Blyth , J, A. S. B.x ii. p. 180; Jerd.B. 
J?id. i. p. 411, No. 266 ; Bly. Ibis, 1865, p. 43. Hyloierpe grisola, Wald. Ibis, 
1874, p. 141. Muscitrea cinerea, Bl. J. A* S. B. xvi. p. 121 ; Hume , Str.F. 
v. p. 1O1. Hyloterpe philomela, {Mull.) Cat. Arch./. Wat. 1847, p. 322. 
Muscitrea grisola, Hume and Dav . Sir. F. vi. p.206; Hume , Str.F. viii. 
p. 91 ; Oates , i?. 2 ?r. Burmah , i. p. 257.—The Grey Wood-Shrike. 

Lores, head from the forehead to the nape dull earthy brown ; back, 
rump, scapulars, upper tail and upper wing coverts rufous brown ; wings and 
tail hair brown, the quills of the former margined exteriorly with rufous 
brown. Chin, throat, breast and flanks pale brown; abdomen, vent, under 
tail and under wing coverts pure white. No white supercilium as in pondi - 
ceriana. Bill dark brown; iris reddish brown ; legs plumbeous ; claws pale 
horn colour. 

Length. —6*5 to 6*6 inches ; wing 3*25 ; tail 2*5 to 2*6 ; tarsus 0*84 ; culmen 
0 * 8 . 

Hab —Eastern side of the Bay of Bengal, from Arrakan down to Malayana, 
also the Andaman Islands and Java. It is recorded from Bengal, also from 
Pegu. It has also been found in Sumatra and Borneo. According to Davison 
it is rare in Tennaserim. 


Gen. Hemipus*— Hodgs. 

Characters as in Tephrodor?th ; bill more depressed, and wider at base ; 3rd 
quill nearly equal to 4th. 

174 . Hemipus picatus, Sykes, P. Z. 8. 1832, p. 25; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 307 ; Jerd., B. Jnd. i. p. 412 ; Hume , Nests and Eggs. 
p. 178; id. Str.F. i. p. 435 5 hi. p, 93; Hume and Davison , vi. p. 207; 
Hume t Sir. F . viii. p. 91 .—Sykes’s Pied Shrike. 

Whole upper plumage, with the lores and ear covens glossy black ; rump 
feathers broadly tipped with white; chin, vent, and upper tail coverts pure white ; 
the remainder of the lower plumage pale vinaceous; the cheeks and the 
sides of the neck white, produced so as to form an indistinct white collar 
round the neck ; lesser wing coverts black; median coverts black, broadly 
tipped with white, the outer greater coverts black ; primary coverts and quills 
black, the later secondaries broadly edged with white; tail black, all but the 
central feathers tipped with white, which extends over the whole outer web of 
the outermost feathers; bill black; iris hazel; eyelids plumbeous ; legs plum¬ 
beous brown. 

Length. —5*4 inches ; wing 2*5 ; tail 2*4 ; tarsus 4‘5 ; culmen 7, 

Hub. —N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Central India, Concan, Deccan, South 
India, Travancore, Ceylon, British Burmah and Iennaserim. 
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The little Pied Shrike is generally seen in small parties of five or -six, 
wandering about from tree to tree, every now and then darting on insects in 
the air. It has a pleasant song, which, however, is not often heard. It 
frequents thick forests, and like the Drongo, perches on the outer branches of a 
tree. According to Davison it also searches the leaves like a Wood Shrike. 
A nest taken by Mr. Davison at Ootacamund, was a small shallow cup made of 
grass and roots, covered with cobwebs and lichens and sparingly lined. It was 
placed on a branch of a tall tree and contained three eggs, which were pale 
greenish marked with umber'brown. Jerdon says the markings of the eggs 
he obtained at Darjeeling were a few rusty red spots. 

175 . Hemipus obseurus, Mors/. Tr. Linn. Soc.x iii. p. 146; Bly. 
J.A.S.B. xv. p. 305 ; id. and Wald. B. Bunn. p. 122; Jerd. B. Ind. i 
p.413; Sharpe, ]bis ) 1877, p. 20. Tephrodornis obscura, Gray, Gen. B 
App. p. 13.— Horsfield’s Obscure or Pied Shrike. 

Wings, tail and the whole upper plumage glossy greenish black, except the 
shorter upper tail coverts and the tips of the feathers of the rump, which are 
white; outer tail feathers edged on either side with white. Cheeks, sides of 
neck and entire throat pure white ; breast pinkish ashy, rest of under surface 
pure white, the flanks washed with greyish ; thighs whitish. 

The female is similar to the male, but the black is replaced everywhere by 
brown. 

Iris brown ; bill and legs black. 

Length .—5-5 to 57 inches; wing 26; tail 2 25 ; tarsus 0*5 ; culmen 0*6. 

Hab. —Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Malacca, ranging into Burmah and Tenna- 
scrim. 

176 . Hemipus capitalis, MeClell. P . z . s. y 1839, p. 157; Biyth, 
Cat. B. Mus. A. S. B. p.‘ i'54 ; Godwin Austen , J. A. S B., i 87 o, p'. 99 ; Jerd. 
Ibis, 1872, p. 116. Hemipus' : picatus (hec Sykes) Gray , Cat. Man:.. ,v, 
Nepaul ; Bly . and Wald B. Bunn. p. 122.— The Brown-backed Pied Shrike. 

General colour above brown, the lower back With a distinct white bar across it, 
caused by the feathers being white with brown subterminal bars ; rump pure^ 
white ; upper tail coverts glossy black; some of the outer ones with tirry white' 
tips ; head and nape glossy greenish black ; chin and checks white ; thro'at, 
breast and sides of body drab-brown; abdomen under tail and under wing 
coverts white; thighs brown; wing coverts glossy greenish black, the least series 
washed with the same brown as the back, the median and greater series broadly 
edged with white, forming a wing bar; quills black, the secondaries externally 
margined with white, in continuation of the bar formed by the coverts , tail 
glossy black, all but the two central feathers tipped with white, increasing very 
much in extent towards the outermost, which are edged witlvwhite along the 
outer web for all but the basal third ; bill and legs black , ins 'ienna yellow. 
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Length.— S-j inches ; wing 2 5 ; tail 2 ’SS; tarsusO'55 ; culmeno’6. (Sharpe.) 
The adult female differs from the mate in having the head brown, only a 
little darker than the back; wings brown ; tail blackish brown, the markings on 
both these exactly as in the male. (Sharpe.) 

Hab .—The N.-W. Provinces, Himalaya Mountains, ranging into Burmah. 
Sharpe records it from the Himalayas, Nepaul, Darjeeling, and Kakhyen Hills. 


Gen. Hypocolius •— Bp. 

Bill hooked at tip, and notched ; 3rd quill longest; feet scutellated ; tail 
long, subcuneatc. 

177. Hypocolius ampelintis, Bonap. Comp. i. p. 336 (1850); 
Hume, Sir. F. iii, 358; v. 349; Murray, Hdbk. Zool. Sfc ., Sind, p. 135 - 
Ceblypyris isabellina, Heugl. Syst. Uebers. Vog. N. O. Africa - Sitsungiber. 
K. Akad . Wien. xix. p. 284, No. 308 ; Ibis, 1868, pp. 181, 182, pi. v. 

Upper parts generally ashy grey, with a slight rufous tinge on the head, 
which is more marked on the frontal portion, where the feathers are rather 
lighter and more isabelline in tint; feathers above the nostrils, lower parts 
of the lores, all round the eye, and a band round the nape black, so that there 
is a black ring all round the head, except in the centre of the forehead ; ear 
coverts dark silver grey, looking black in some lights in the preserved skin ; 
primary quills black, with rather long white tips, the tip on the first long 
primary being wholly, and on the second partially, dusky; outer secondaries 
black with grey edges, the black diminishing in amount, until it disappears 
completely on the feathers near the body ; tail feathers the same colour 
as the back with black tips about three-quarters of an inch long; chin and 
throat isabelline ; breast grey, like the back ; abdomen and lower tail coverts 
pinkish isabelline; under wing coverts light grey; legs flesh-coloured; bill 
horn coloured, dusky towards the tip. 

Length.— Before skinning 10*25 inches ; wing 4*2 ; tail (from insertion of 
central feather) 4*75 ; tarsus 1 ; midtoe and claw 0*95 ; wing short of end of tail 
y 6 ; culmen (point of bill from rise of skull) 0-85 ; bill from front 0 5 ; from 
gape 0*9. 

The female is described by Heuglin as slightly smaller, isabelline grey in 
colour, with an olivaceous tinge, darker above than below, wanting altogether 
the black marking on the head, and having much less distinct black tips to 
the tail feathers. The ends of the primary quill feathers, the two first 
excepted, blackish \fith white margins.— Blf Str. I • hi* P- 358. 

Hab. —Abyssinia, Bushire (Persian Gulf) and Nal in Khclat. Rare in .Sind. 
A single specimen was obtained by Mr Blanford on the lower hills, on the 
eastern flank of the great Kirthur Range, which foims the boundary between 
Smd and Khelat. 
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Gen. Artamides. 


Bill of moderate length, hooked and slightly notched ; the oilmen curved ; 
the base as wide nearly as in the Genus Graucalus ; rictal bristles well deve¬ 
loped ; 4th quill longest, 3rd and 5th equal. 

181. Artamides Dobsoni, (Ball.) Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iy. 
p. 9. Graucalus Dobsoni, Ball. Str. F. i. p. 66; p. ii. 206. — Dobsons 
Thrush-Tit. 

Point of the forehead, lores, a stripe under the eyes and the ear coverts 
black; whole of the front, top, and back of the head, back and sides of the 
neck, scapulars and lesser wing coverts, rump and upper tail coverts an uniform 
dark iron grey, slightly paler on the rump; quills, greater and median coverts 
dark hair brown, paler on the inner webs, every feather with a very narrow pale 
edging, grey on the coverts, pale brown on the tips of the primaries and only 
at all conspicuous on some of the primaries above the emarginations, and some 
of.the later secondaries towards their tips. Tail black, browner towards the 
base, outer tail feathers pale brown on the outer webs and at the tip, which 
again is narrowly tipped with white ; the next pair on either side tipped with 
brownish white, and the 3rd pair with only a trace of this white tip. Chin, 
throat, and upper breast pale iron grey; lower breast, entire wing lining, 
axillaries and entire lower parts white, narrowly, closely and strongly barred 
with blackish brown. 

The female is like the male, but the point of the forehead is iron grey, not 
black ; and the chin, throat and upper breast are barred like the under surface. 

The young have the whole chin, throat, and breast strongly tinged with ferru¬ 
ginous; the tertiaries, secondaries and later primaries comparatively broadly 
margined, and tipped with pale rufous or rufescent white ; the tertiaries and 
later secondaries with also a rufous spot near the tips ; a faint rufous supercilium 
from the nostrils over the eyes; lores dusky with tiny white spots ; cheeks 
dusky ; the feathers white shafted. Bill, legs and feet black ; irides crimson 
lake, tinged Hvith brownish in the young. 

Length . — 11*5 to I2’25 inches ; wing 6* 1 to 6*42 ; tail $ to 6; bill at front 
0’95 to ro6. (Hume.) 

Hab. — The Andaman Islands; probably also in Burmah. 

Mr. Davison says, “ this species unlike G. macei is exclusively a forest bird, 
never venturing out in the open fields ; it usually is seen in pairs keeping 
moderately high up in trees; its flight is weaker than that of G. macei and 
undulating, seldom extended, except from branch to branch or from one tree 
to another. It is not uncommon at Mount Harriet and other welhwoodcd 
portions of the settlement/’ 
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Gen. Graucalus — Cuv. 

Bill of moderate length, strong and wide at base, the culmen curved, hooked 
and slightly notched; rictal bristles not much developed; wings long and 
pointed; tail moderate, slightly rounded. 

182. Graucalus Macii, Less. Traite p. 349 ; Jerd. B. hid. i. p. 4I7, 
No. 270; Wald. Ibis , 1872, p. 31 I ; Blanf. J. A. S B. xli. pt. ii. p. 156; 
Hume, Nes/s and Eggs , p. 181 ; id. Sir. F. ii p. 204; Ball, Sir. F. ii. 
p 400 ; Bl. B. Burin, p. 123; Anderson , Yunnan Exped. p. 647; Legge , B. 
Ceylon , p. 360; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 34 ; Hume , Sir. F. viii.p. 91 ; 
Scully, Sir. F. viii. p. 267. Graucalus layardi, Bl. Ibis , 1866, p. 35; Jerd. 
Ibis , 1872, p 117; Legge , Ibis, 1875, p. 287; Murray , Vert. Zool, Sind , 
p r 124.— The Indian Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Head, neck, back, rump, upper tail coverts and scapulars french-grey; 
primaries and their coverts black, externally edged with whitish; secondaries 
french-grey on the outer webs, and margined and tipped whitish; the inner 
webs dusky; tail with the two centre feathers grey, tipped with white ; the 
rest black, broadly tipped with white. A narrow frontal line, lores, below the 
eye, and at the gape black. Sides of face, and ear coverts darkish grey 
beneath; the neck and breast french-grey; upper abdomen lighter, with 
numerous dull white transverse lines; lower abdomen, vent and under tail 
coverts white; under wing coverts and axillaries white, with a few cross lines 
of grey at the edge of the wings; bill blackish; irides rich lake; legs 
plumbeous. 

The female is paler in colour throughout and has not the black on the face; 
generally there are present nearly obsolete barrings on the under surface. 
The young have the upper plumage tipped and margined with pale ferruginous, 
and the under surface nearly pure white. 

Length. — 1 r8 to 12 inches ; wings 6*5 to 7 ; tail 5 to 6 ; tarsus 1 to 1*05 ; 
bill at front 1. 

Hub. —The Indian Cuckoo-Shrike is found over all India, from the 
Himalayas to the extreme South. It is abundant in Southern India and 
Ceylon, spread over the whole of British Burmah, recorded from Nepaul, 
Pegu, Assam, and Port Blair ; also the N.-W. Provinces, Punjab, Oudh, Bengal 
Rajpootana, Kutch, Kathiawar, Jodhpoor, North Guzerat and Travancore. 
Blyth records it from Arrakan, Mr. Davison from Tennaserim, and according 
to Dr. Tiraud it is found in Cochin-China. It affects thin forest, jungles, 
gardens, orchards, avenues and thick growths of high bushes. Feeds chiefly 
on insects as caterpillars, mantides, locusts, and grasshoppers, and probably 
also small fruit. Jerdon says it is rather a shy bird, flying before you from 
tree to tree uttering as it alights two or three rather sweet and mellow notes, 
but it ha? also a very harsh rattling scream. It * n an eas y undulating 
manner, with but few flappings of its wings. Its flesh is said to be eaten by 
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the natives. Breeds almost everywhere about the beginning of the rains. Nest 
usually placed in the fork of a lofty branch of a tree, constructed of fine twigs 
and grass, cup-shaped in form. Eggs three, of a greenish colour, marked with 
spots and blotches of brown and pale purple. 

Gen. Campopliaga.— VUill. 

Bill shorter than in Graucalus, broad at base, compressed at tip and 
nptched; rictal bristles absent or a very few; nostrils partly concealed ; 
wings long'; the 3rd and 4th quills equal and longest. 

183 Campophaga lllgubris, Sund, Ittd. Rev. i.jp. 328; Sharpe , Cat. 

B. Br.Mtts. iv. p. 65. Volvocivora melaschistos, {Hodgs.) Jcrd, B. Bid. i. 
p. 415, No. 269; Str. F. v. p. 205.—The Dark Grey Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Iron grey throughout, except on the quills and tail, which are dark brown, 
the latter tipped with white on all but the central tail feathers. 

The young have the whole of the lower plumage dark brown, almost 
unicolorous from the chin to the vent. Nestlings only just fully fledged have 
the upper plumage barred with white. Bill and legs black; irides hazel- 
brown. 

Length.— 9*5 to to inches; wing 4’6; tail S ’^5 t0 5’5 5 culmenneatly i*G. 

Hah**- N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal to Nepaul. Rare in South India. 
Habits and food those of the last. Hutton says it has a plaintive note which it 
utters repeatedly when searching for insects. Affects the more wooded districts 
and is found in small parties on the higher branches generally, though it 
freely descends to the ground also to feed. According to him it is a summer 
visitor to Darjeeling and the hills, ascending up to 7,000 feet about the end 
of March, and breeding early in May. The nest is small and shallow, placed 
in the bifurcation of a small horizontal bough of some tall tiee, and always 
high up; it is composed internally almost entirely of grey lichen:- and lined with 
bits of fine root fibres ; it is completely covered on the outside with cobwebs. 
Eggs 2 in number, 7 x *6 in size, of a dull grey green, streaked with brown. 

184 . Campophaga intermedia, 4 Hume, S/r. F. v. 203, viii. p. 9 . 

Campophaga saturata, Sharpe, Cat- B. Br. Mus. iv. p.66; Oates, h . Br. 
Burmah, i. p 230. Volvocivora saturata, Swink. Ibis, 1870, p. 242; David 
«-/ Oust. Ois. Chine , p. 103 .-—Swinhoe’s Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Genera! colour dark slaty grey, paler below, the feathers of the crown with 
black shafts and the under tail coverts more or less fringed with white; lesser 
wing Coverts like the back ; remaining wing coverts and the whole wing deep 
glossy black; tail deep black, all the feathers tipped with white, broadly on 
the outermost, and decreasing in extent toward* the middle rectnces. . 

The female is slightly paler in the adolescent stage, and a white patch is 
present on the fourth and fifth primaries. Bill and legs black ; ins hazel-brown. 

Length.' —9'5 to to inches; wing 4‘S 10 4 ‘* ’ Ul1 4 ( ( * Ales -) 


23 


PRIONOPID/E. 



* Hab .—British Burmah (Tennaserini) and Nepal. Hainan (Swinh.). Cochin- 
China (Tiraud). Mr. Davison found it all over the Tennaserini Division as far 
down as Mergui. It is, according to Oates, spread all over the Pegu Division 
where he found it, and C. melanoptera in much the same localities. 

Swinhoe's Cuckoo-Shrike does not differ in its habits from the other species 
of the genus. All live almost entirely on insectivorous diet which they either 
pick off leaves, or capture on the ground. 

185. Campophaga melanoptera, Rupp. Mus. iii. p. 25; 

tab. ii. f. 1.; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus . iv. p. 67. Campephaga melanoptera, 
BI . J. A. S. B. xv. p. 307. Campephaga avensis, Bl. Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. 
Beiig.\>. 327. Volvocivora avensis, Bl. B. Burmah , p. 123; Hume, Str. 
F. iii. p. 93 ; v. p. 205 ; viii. p. 91.— Blyth’s Cuckoo-Shrike. 

In every respect similar to Campophaga intermedia , except that the central 
tail feathers are washed with grey on the basal half, the vent and under tail 
coverts are pure white, and the white tippings to the tail feathers much 
broader. 

The female is as pure grey above as the male, and the shafts of the feathers 
of the head are as black. Rump and upper tail coverts paler and indistinctly 
barred. Under surface greyish white, everywhere barred with ashy; prima¬ 
ries with a white patch basally ; tail dark brown, the middle rectrices ashy; all 
the feathers tipped with white. Bill and legs black ; iris hazel-brown. 

Length— 9 to 9-5 inches; wing 4*3 ; tail 4*3 t0 4*5 i culmen r; tarsus *9. 

Hub .—British Burmah. Spread over the whole of Pegu. Common in Ar- 
rakan; also in Tennaserim, where Davison found it as far south as Moulmein. 

186. Campophaga neglecta, Fume, Sir. F. v. p. 203 ; viii. p. 91 ; 
Sharpe, Cal. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 68 ; Oates , B. Burmah , i. p. 232. Campo¬ 
phaga polioptera, Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Plus. iv. p. 69, pi. ii. Volvocivora 
neglecta, Hume, Sir. F. v. p. 203.— Davison’s Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Male.—In all respects the same as Campophaga melanoptera , but differs in 
having the upper parts a shade darker, and a white patch on the primaries. 
The female loo is not unlike the female of C. melanoptera ; the differences, if 
any exist, arc so insignificant that really it cannot be separated from the latter. 
There is a difference in size, but when it is a remarkable fact that such 
differences are stretched in some families to as much as half an inch or more 
the same latitude should be permitted in the case of the Genus Campophaga 
with such nearly uniform colouring. 

C. melanoptera has the wing 4*3 ; 4*3 1 & n gth 9 inches. 

„ intermedia „ 4’^ 5 tail 4*5» » 9‘5 >» 

,, neglecta „ 4’ 5 tail 3 35 1 » 8* „ 

Another species, which I do not admit, is Campophaga innominata, Oates, 
b. Br. Burmah i. p. 233. Volvocivora Vidua, (Marti.) Hume, Sir. F. v. 
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p. 206 > vi. p. 508; viii. p, 91. Here again a paler colouring and size are 
allowed to make a species—wing 4-65 to S' o. 

Mr. Hume's remarks in regard to this latter are as follows 

From the neighbourhood of Tavoy we have a series of Volvocivora , which 
cannot be referred to either V. melaschista , V. neglecla , l. intermedia , or 
V. culminata or even V. avensis. They are paler than V. intermedia , and 
iifortiori than V, melaschista * * * * Surely some allowance must be 

made for the colouring of the different stages of the birds, their habitat, the 
situation) they affect as well as the nature of such. Then again climatic in¬ 
fluences and the time of year in which the specimens were collected. I cer¬ 
tainly hold that all the species here referred intermedia , melanoptera , nr glee ta, 
and innominata are simply races or varieties of C. lugubris with wings ranging 
from 4*o inches to 5*0. 


Gen. Pericrocotus.— Boie* 

Bill short, rather broad at base, and high ; culmen slightly curved ; wing 
long, 4th and 5th quills longest ; tail long, lateral feathers graduated ; tarsi and 
feet short and feeble. 

Mr. Sharpe has properly, like most authors, placed this group ol brightly 
coloured birds next to the Campephagime. The Minivels form a group of 
species very similar to each other; the males being for the most part clothed 
in black and red (vermilion red), and the females in dusky and yellow. 
They associate in small Hocks and are always found on trees, actively hopping 
from branch to branch in search of insects, upon which they feed. 


187 . Pericrocotus speeiosus, Lath- Bly.Cat. B. A. S. B. 1158; 
Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 419, No. 271; Stray F. ii. p. 208 , Oates, B. Br. Burma!,, 
kp. 236 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Br.. Mas. iv. p. 72. Phcenecomis prmceps, Gould, 
Cent. Him. B. pi. 7.—The Large Mwivej. 


Hf a i e Head, neck, upper back, wings, and two central tail feathers, glossy 

black; lower back, rump, upper tail coverts and under wings coverts r.ch 
vermilion, red; primaries black with a band of rich vermilion red across all 
but the first three; great-.- coverts black, very broadly lipped with verm.hon . 
secondaries black, vermilion red at the base, the later ones with a vermilion 
spot near the tip of the outer webs; lateral tail feathers verm.hon red. . 

The female has the head, neck, upper back and central tail feathers light 
ashy grey, tinged with greenish. Quills dusky black, with a deep yellow spot; 
four central fail feathers dusky, the outer pair tipped yellow, the others deep 
yellow with some blackish markings at the base ; forehead, rump and upper tad 
coverts greenish yellow, also the whole lower plumage. 

The young are like the female, but have the forehead ringed w.th orange 
Bill and legs black ; hides deep brown; eycl.ds grey. 





Length .—9 inches; wing 4*2 S to 4*5; tail 4*25; tarsus 9; bill from gape 
0 5 to ~8. 

Hal. —Nepanl, the Himalayas down to the N.-W. Provinces, Ouclh, Bengal, 
the Central Provinces, and Central India. Does not extend to Assam and 
British Burmah, as stated by Jerdon. The species found there, is the next, % 
slightly smaller bird, with some- few not very material differences. 

188 . Pericrocotus elegans, McLell. P. Z. S. 1S39, p. 156; Hnme r 
Str.F. iii. p. 95 ; Sharpe , Str. F. iv. p. 206; Hume , Str. F. v. p. 194; 
Anders . Yunnan Exped. p.648 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus iv. 73 ; Hume , Sir. 
F. viii. p. 91 ; Oates, B. Br. Burmah r i. p. 236. Pericrocotus fraterculus, 
Szvinh. Ibis, 1870, p. 244. Pericrocotus speciosus, Bl. $ Wald. B. Bunn-.. 
p. 123.—MacClellan d’s Minivet. 

In all respects the same as the preceding (P. speciosus), but differs in being 
smaller. 

Length — % inches; wing 3*7; tail 3 ‘ 6 ; tarsus 75-. The female is a trifle 
smaller, the outer webs of the central tail feathers are red, and not as ire 
speciosus entirely black, or with only a patch of red on them. 

Hal .—British Burmah. According to Oates it is found over the whole oi 
Pegu. Common over the whole of Arrakan, got in Karenne by Capt. Ward- 
law-Ramsay. Mr. Davison states it is common in Tennaserim as far south as 
Tavoy ; thence occurring even down to Malewoon, but comparatively rare in. 
the extreme southern* portion- It has also been found at and around Bhamo^ 
in Cachar, Tipperah and the whole of Assam and the Tributary Mehals.. 

This gorgeous species, like the rest of its tribe,, goes about in small parties,, 
and are generally seen about gardens and orchards, also heavy and thin forests, 
searching the leaves of trees for insects. 

189. Pericrocotus andamanensis, Tytler, Str* F. ii. p* 208; 
v_ 175, 194.—The Andaman Minivet. 

Allied to P- elegans ; differs from it in size. Wing 3-6 to 37S ; the vermilion 
red of the back less in extent, the wing patch extending to only the outer web- 
©f the 4th primary. The difference in this latter extends in speciosus to the 
3rd primary; Andamancnsis to the 4th primary, and fimmtfer to-the 5 th 
primary. 

Together with the slight differences in the amount of red on the back and 
In the habitat, the question is, whether these are sufficient to constitute good: 
species. I would place elegans and andavictnensisy as synonyms of speciosus , 

190. Pericrocotus str - F - iiL P- 321-; (footnote) ; 
v. p. 195; viii. pi 91 ' y Sharpe r Cat . B. Br. Mas. iv. p. 74; Oates, B. 
Br. Burmah , i. p. 2 37. —Davison's Minivet. 

Male .—Whole head, neck, back, scapulars, lesser wing and primary coverts 
deep glossy black; primaries blackball but the first thice with a scarlet patch: 
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Secondaries black, their bases scarlet ; tertiaries black, their outer web near 
the tip with a scarlet spot; greater wing coverts black, broadly tipped with 
scarlet *, rump, upper tail and untier wing coverts and the whole lower plumage 
scarlet; tail scarlet, except the central tail feathers, which have the base of the 
outer and the whole inner web black. 

The female has the front of the head, cheeks, lower back, rump, upper tail 
coverts and the whole of the under surface bright yellow; back, scapulars, back 
of head and lesser wing coverts ashy brown; greater coverts dark brown, 
tipped yellow; wings dark brown, the red patch replaced by yellow ; central 
tail feathers black, with a margin of yellow on their outer webs, the next pair 
black, the terminal half of outer web and tip of the inner web yellow, the others 
yellow with black bases. Bill and legs black. 

Length —*]'3 inches; tail 3*1 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus 0-63 ; bill from gape *85. 

Hab — British Burmah, in the extreme south of Tennaserim, at Bankasoon, 
and Pakchan. It also occurs in the Malay Peninsula. 

191. Pericrocotus flammeus, {Font.) Sws. Zooi. til p. 52; 
Jerd. 111 . Itid. Orn. pi. ii. m. and /.; id. B. Lid. i. p.420, No. 272; Sir. 
F. iii. p. 95 ; iv. pp. 207, 394 ; v. 175, 197 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br . Mus . iv. 
p. 75.—-The Orange Minivet. 

Whole head, nape, neck, upper back, wings, and central tail feathers 
shining blue-black; lower back, rump, upper tail coverts, wing spot to the 
fifth primary, tips of some of the coverts, and entire under surface deep 
crimson ; lateral tail feathers the same, but with black bases. 

The Female has the forehead tinged with yellow, the head and back grey ; 
the rump, wing spots, lateral tail feathers and entire under surface yellow; 
wings and tail dusky, the pair next the middle feathers edged narrowly with 
yellow. Bill and legs black ; irides dark brown. 

Length .—]- 5 to 8 inches; 3-5 to 37 ; tail 3 9 to 4; culmen 0*37 ; tarsus 0*6. 

Hab .— Southern India, in the Circars, along the Coromandel and Malabar 
Coasts, and Travancore to Ceylon, and in the Concan. 

The Orange Minivet is abundant in all the more wooded parts of its habi- 
tat, and generally keeps to the topmost branches of high trees. It keeps 
continually flying from branch to branch, and is incessantly on the move, 
catching insects. It breeds on the Neilgherries during June and July. The 
nest is a comparatively massive little cup composed of line twigs and plastered 
over with lichen like cobwebs. It is usually placed in the fork of a slender 
bough. Eggs a palish green, thickly streaked and spotted chiefly at the large 
end with pale yellowish brown and dingy purple. 

192 . Pericrocotus igneus> Blyth , J.A. S. B. xv. p. 309; Sharpe. 
S/r.F.iv. p.209.; Hum, Sir. F. v. p. 190; viii. p. 91 ; Sharpe, Cat . B. 
Br. Mus. iv. p. 78; Wardtazv-Ramsay , Tweed. Mem. App. p. 6$6; Oaks , 
B. Br. Burmah, p. 239. Pericrocotus miiiutus, Strickl. Contr. Orn, 1840’ 
pi. —The Fiejrv Minivet. 
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Whole head, chin, throat, nape, neck, back, scapulars, tcrtiaries, and lesser 
wing coverts glossy black; rump and upper tail coverts crimson; greater wing 
coverts black, tipped with crimson ; primaries black, all but the first four 
with a scarlet or crimson spot; secondaries orange at the base and black 
terminally ; under wing coverts and axillaries yellow, tipped with red ; central 
tail feathers black ; the next pair black, tipped with red; and the others red, 
with black bases. 

The female has the forehead, feathers round the eye, and entire under 
surface including the under wing coverts bright yellow; the crown of the 
head, nape, neck, back, scapulars and wing coverts, olivaceous or greenish 
ashy; rump and upper tail coverts scarlet; wing and tail as in the male, 
the crimson spot orange yellow instead; bill and legs black; irides dark 
brown. 


Length. —6*5 inches; wing 3*o; tail 3; tarsus 6; culmen *7. 

Hah .—South Tennaserim (Davison) ; also Malacca, Singapore, and China. 


193. Pericrocotus cinereus, Lafres. Rev. Zool . 1845, p. 94; 
Sharpe , Sir. F. iv. p. 211; Hume , Sir. F. v. p. 175 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. 
Mus. iv. p. 83 ; Oates, Sir. F. x. p. 200. Pericrocotus modestus, Strickl. 
P. Z. S. 1846, p. 102. Pericrocotus motacilloides, Sivinh. P. Z . S. r86o, 
p. 38.—The Ashy Minivet. 

Forepart of the head, cheeks, sides of the neck, chin and throat white; 
feathers round the eye, at the base of the bill, lores, top of the head and nape 
deep black ; primary coverts also black ; wing coverts blackish brown, edged 
with ashy; the greater coverts white-tipped; primaries dark brown, with an 
oblique pale ashy white bar across ; secondaries brown with white bases ; 
tertiaries ashy, the edges of the outer web white ; entire under surface white, 
the flanks shaded .with ashy and the breast and belly with buffy ; tail black, 
the outermost feathers with a broad oblique white tip. 

The female is marked similar to the male, except that the black is replaced 
everywhere with ashy, the tail is brown, and the under parts are suffused with 
brown; bill and legs black. 

Length. —8 inches; wing 3*8 ; tail *4 ; tarsus ’6 ; culmen *8. 

Hah. _British Burmah. Oates says he has met with this species near Pegu. 

It is also found in the Phillippines, Borneo, and Sumatra; also in China and 
Japan. 

194. Pericrocotus peregrinus, Lin. Syst. Nat. i. p. 342 ; jcrd. 
B. Ind. i. p. 423 ; Hume , Nests and Eggs , p. 184 ; M- Wald* B. Burmah, 
p. 124 ; Hume, Sir. F. i. p. 177 » P- 9 6 5 Sharpe, Sir. F. iv; p. 209 ; Hume, 
Sir. F. v. 179; viii, p. 91 ; Oates, Sir. F. viii. p. 166; Legge, Birds, Ceylon, 
p. 366; Sharpes Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 76; Murray, Vert. Zool. Sind , 
p. 123. Pericrocotus maiabaricus (Gm ) Hume, Sir. r. v. p. 1 2 ; Oates, B. 
Br. Burmah, i, p. 245.— The Small Minivet. 
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Upper surface of body ashy grey; a narrow frontal band, lores, chin, 
throat and ear coverts blackish ; -wing coverts black, the lesser series edged 
with dull grey, and the greater with a narrow orange tip; quills dusky black, 
duller toward the tips; the bases of the primaries, except the first three, 
orange red, forming a conspicuous wing patch; rump and upper tail coverts 
bright vermilion; tail black, the four outer feathers on each side widely 
tipped with orange; the breast vermilion, also the upper abdomen and flanks; 
fading on the lower abdomen, vent and under tail coverts to yellowish; under 
wing coverts and edge of the wing yellow; thigh coverts dusky black. Bill 
and legs black ; irides brown. 

Length. —6 inches ; wing 2*55 ; tail 3 ; bill at front 0*45. 

The female is light grey above, the throat white, also the eye streak ; sides 
of forehead and lower parts whitish, tinged with yellow on the breast, 
abdomen, and under tail coverts ; the flails and under wing coverts brighter 
yellow ; quills light brown ; the primaries with narrow white edgings; the 
wing spot yellow; rump vermilion; colour of bill and legs as in the male. 

Length.—6 ’25 inches; wing 275 ; bill 0*45; tail 3-1. 

Hab. — India, Ceylon, Burmese countries, Andamans and Java. Occurs in 
the N.-W. Himalayas, South and Central India, Nepaul, the Punjab, N.-W. 
Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Rajputana, Deccan, Kutch, Kattiawar, Jodhpore, 
and N. Guzerat. In Sind it is a winter visitant, arriving in August and 
remaining till about the end of December. 

The Small Minivet is most abundant wherever it is found, and like the 
other species of the genus is a restless bird. It is usually found in small 
parties. Breeds from about the end of April to the end of June. The nest 
is a very neat cup, made of very fine twigs, and coated thickly with cobwebs, 
to which are attached dead leaves, Ac. The cobwebs are the nests of a 
species of spider which build on trees an almost circular papery covering; 
with these this Minivet lines the outside, making the nest appear as if there 
were knotty excrescences growing on it. The nest is usually placed high up 
and in a fork at the end of a bough. Eggs three in number, pale green, 
marked with reddish brown. 

195 . Pericrocotus brevirostris, Vigors, p. z. S. 1S31, p. 43 ; 
Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 421, No. 273 ; S/oltckza , J . A. S. B . xxxvii. pt. ii. p. 27 ; 
Beavan , Ibis, 1870, p. 314; Hume , Nests and -Eggs, p. 183; Bl. B. Bunn ah, 
p. 123 ; Sharpe , Sir. F iv. p. 209 ; Hume, Sir. v. p. 187; id. and Dav. S. 
F. vi. p. 211; Hume , viii. p. 91 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. A/us. iv. p. 79; Qalcs, 
B. Br. Burmahy i. p. 240; A 1 array. Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 125.— The Shor i- 
billed Minivet. 

Head, nape, upper back, wings and middle tail feathers glossy blue-black ; 
the lower back, rump and upper tail coverts deep crimson; lateral tail 
feathers crimson, the bases black; wing coverts glossy black; the greater 
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coverts crimson, their bases black; tving- spot crimson; chin, throat, and 
sides of face blue-black, rest of under surface crimson ; wing coverts crimson, 
the greater series ashy black. The female has the head and back grey, the 
forehead tinged with yellow, the lower back, rump and upper tail coverts 
yellow; the tail yellow, the basal half of the feathers black; wings dusky, or 
black, the greater coverts tipped with yellow ; wing spot yellow; forehead and 
lores yellowish white ; chin, cheeks and feathers below the eye whitish ; under 
surface of body yellow washed with orange on the breast. Bill and legs black; 
irides dark brown. 


Length. —7-5 to 8 inches; wing 3*45 ; tail 4; tarsus 0*55. 


Hab. —The Himalayas, Cashmere, Afghanistan, Bhootan, Shillong, Cachar, 
Assam, Chittagong, Arrakan, Upper Burmah, Punjab, Bengal, Oudh, Rajpu- 
tana, Central India, and the N.-W. Provinces, visiting the Deccan, Concan, 
Kutch, Kattiawar, North Guzerat and Sind during the summer months. 

The short-billed Minivet has all the habits of the other species of the genus. 
It breeds on the Himalayas during May and June. The nest is made of the 
same materials as those of other species. Eggs, 3—4 in number, moderately a 
broad oval in shape ; dull white in colour, and richly spotted, blotched and 
streaked with brotvnish red and pale purple. Size 073 inch X 0^4, 

196 . Pericrocotus lieglectus, Hume , Sir. F. v. p. 189 ; Sharpe , 
Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 80; Hume , Str. F. viii. p. 91 ; Oates, B. Br . Burmah 
i. p. 24I. 

“ A miniature representative of P. breviroslris .” 

Length. —6-5 to 6-8; wing 3*25 to 3*3 ; tail 3-0 to 3*25. 

The female has the chin and throat a brighter yellow than in brevirostris , 
and the upper plumage is a duller ash. 

Hab. —Central Tennaserim. 


197 - Pericrocotus roseus, Vieill. Nouv. Diet, (f Hist. Nat. xxi. 
p. 486; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 422. No. 275 ; Hume , Nests and Eggs , p. 1S4 ; 
Bl. B. Burmah, , p. 124; Sharpe , Sir. F . iv. p. 210 ; Armstrong , Sir. F. iv. 
p. 317 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 81 ; Hume , Sir. F. viii. p 91 ; 
Reid. Cat. B. Prov. Mus. Oudh , p. 55. Pericrocotus intension Hume, Str. 
F. v. p. 185.—The Rosy Minivet. 

Head and neck ashy grey ; back reddish cinereous; the feathers of the rump 
and upper tail Coverts rosy red ; wing coverts dark brown, the greater series 
tipped with rosy-scarlet; quills dark brown all but the first four primaries 
with a scarlet patch across them; later secondaries and tertiaries like the 
back, narrowly margined with scarlet, sides of the head ashy; chin and 
throat whitish. Entire under surface, including the under wing coverts and 
axillaries, rosy red; central tail feathers blackish, the others red with dark 
bases. 
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The female is paler ashy above * rump and other parts, which are red in the 
male, are pale yellow. Bill, legs and feet black, irides dark brown. 


Length.—^2 to 7*4inches; wing 3*4 to 3*5 ; tail 3*5 tarsus *6 ; culmen 0*6. 

Ilab .—The Himalayas, the Punjab, N.AV. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal,* 
Assam, British Burmah and Afghanistan; also in South India, at Goomsur in 
Travancore, and the greater part of the Carnatic and the Malabar forests. 

According to Oates, the Rosy Minivet is found abundantly over the whole 
of Pegu. It extends in Tennaserim down to Mergui, south of which point 
Mr. Davison does not appear to have met with it. It is recorded by Blyth 
from Arrakan, over which division it is probably common. North of British 
Burmah, it has been procured near Bhamo. It breeds during May and June 
on the Himalayas. Nests taken at Murree, are of the usual type. Eggs 3 in “ 
number, white with greyish brown spots and blotches at the larger end. Size, 
0'S2 X o*6 inches. 

198 . Pericrocotus Solaris, Blyth, J..A . S. B . xv. P . 310; Jerd. 

B. Ind. i. p. 422, No. 274; Bla?iford, J. A. S. B. 41, pt. ii. p. 47; Sharpe , 
Sir. F. iv. p. 2 10; Hume , Sir. F. v. p. 186; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus iv. 
p. 82 ; Hume , S/r. F. viii. p. 91. —The Yellow-throated Minivet. 

Forehead, crown, nape, neck, back, scapulars and lesser wing coverts 
leaden black, darker on the wings and black on the tail; chin, cheeks and 
ear coverts grey; throat orange-yellow; rump and upper tail coverts, wing 
spot, greater portion of the three outer tail feathers, and entire under surface 
bright reddish flame colour; greater coverts black, tipped with scarlet; seconda¬ 
ries and tertiaries black with scarlet bases. 

The female has the head dark ashy brown tinged with greenish beneath; 
wing spot, rump and lateral, tail feathers bright yellow ; tail yellow. Bill, legs 
and feet black ; irides deep brown 

Length.—7 inches; tail 4 ♦ wing 3*4; tarsus o'6; bill from gape 0*6. 

/lab. —N.-W. Provinces, Eastern Bengal, British Burmah and NepauJ. It 
is recorded from Pegu by Oates, and from Tennasserim near Thatone and 
round the base of Mooleyit Mountain; also from Kashmere, S.-E. Himalayas 
and Sikkim. Habits similar to the other species. 

199 . Pericrocotus erythropygius, Jerdon, Birds, Ind. i. p. 424, 

No. 277; Jardtne Contributions to Orn. fig. ; Stray F. v. 17 4, 177.—The 
Red-tailed or White-bellied Minivet. 

Male, —Plumage above, except the rump, glossy blue-back: rump and 
breast orange red; entire under surface, wing stripe, outer edges and tips of 
the lateral tail feathers white. 

The female has the black of the male replaced by ashy; the tail black ; 
forehead whitish; the rump and under surface of the body white, tinged with 
ashy on the breast. 

Bill and legs black ; irides brownish yellow. 

S4 • 


PRIONOPM/K. 



Length. —6*5 lo 6*8; wing 2*7 ; tail 3*3 ; bill at front 0*3 ; tarsus 0*5. 

Hah. —The Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Bengal, Central India, Hyderabad 
Deccan, and South India. 

Jerdon says the white-bellied Minivet is. extensively spread throughout 
India, but everywhere rare. He records it from near Jaulnah, Hydrabad 
in the Deccan, the foot of the Neilgherrics, Bundelcund and the N.-W. 
Provinces. It frequents low and bushy jungles; also thin tree jungle, 
groves, gardens, and hedgerows/ and lives in small flocks. Food various 
insects. Breeds in Khandeish at Dhoolia. Nest of the usual shape and struc¬ 
ture. Eggs 3 in number, greenish-white with pale purplish streaks. Size 
/6 5 X 0*5 inch. 

200. Pericrocotus albifrons, Jerd. Ibis , 1862, p. 20; Bl. B. 

Burmah p. 124; Hume , Sfr. F. iii. p. 96; Sharpe , Sir. F. iv. p. 212 ; Hume 
Sir. F. v. p. 178 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mas. iv. p. 86; Hume , Sir. F. viii. 
p. {) 1.—Jekdon’s Minivet. 

Forehead, supercilium, cheeks, sides of the neck, chin and throat white 
lores, ear coverts, top of head, back, scapulars, upper tail and lesser wing 
coverts, also the primary coverts, glossy black ; rump and breast orange red ; 
greater wing coverts black, broadly tipped with white, forming a broad band 
on the wing; primaries black, with an oblique patch of white on all but the 
first five feathers ; secondaries black, their bases white ; tertiaries white, with 
a large black oblique patch in the centre of each feather ; breast, belly and 
um ler tail coverts white; the two central pairs of tail feathers wholly black, 
the otliers black, broadly tipped with white. The female has the black of the 
male replaced by sooty brown ; the white parts less pure ; only a trace of red 
on the rump, and wholly wanting on the breast. 

Bill and legs black; irides dark brown. 

Length. —6*25 to 6*5 inches; wing 2*5 to 2*65; tail 3-25 to 3*4; tarsus 
0 - 6 ; bill 0*54. 

Hah. —British Burmah. According to Jerdon it is a very local species, ami 
is the representative in Upper Burma of P. erythropygius of Southern and 
Central India. It was first procured at Thayetmyo. Oates got it at Palow, 
smith of Thayetmyo, and Blanford traced it as far as Pagan on the Irrawady. 
It is found usually in couples or in small families, chiefly in low and thorny 
jungles, not frequenting the dense forests. It is active and restless, flitting 
t the smaller branches and feeding on various insects, which it usually 
picks up from a leaf or twig, now and then catching one in the air. 

201. Pericrocotus immodestus, Hum. Sh. /. v. p. 177; v iii 
p. 91 ; Bingham , Sir. F. ix. p. 173 ; Oaks, B. Br. Burmah. i. p. 243 —The 
Will J F-FKON'I El< MlNfVKT. 
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The Times of India of March iS *ay* ■ — 

Since Jcnlon wrote his work .or. "The Birds oflndta, fto naturalist ha* shov 
ambition ru give to the world, , a concise form, a work on tin.* Awfnum of ladii, 
based on a more natural arrangement, and including all the new species known lo 
oixurin India during th" past quarter of a century. Hume, with hi-. ! ,r;e collection 
and " Stray Feathers,” at on« time intended, u »s believed, to have i.-^ied such .1 
work, but, having liberally given his collection \o * he National Mu-eum. tat--, i- 
no longer possible. Murray, an author of some repute, or rariser undoubted repute 
»* the only known naturalist who has ventured publish works on Indian roolopv 
and botany, also with such success that a copy of his published works cannot he 
had. The fust part of his great work kis just been issued, arid the patent I *«., m 
devoted to the work is apparent on every ore. of the hundred page- it contains, 
In order to pe-pulaiize ornithology, v . odcufs a e given of ih- heads «u species typical d 
the oenns. and also of species not well knr.urt. Th ;lithographs are exceedingly good, 1? ,1 
Mintcrn Brothers deserve credit for their work. Thu book is certainly model of \> hat i< 
should be. well written, admirably arranged, frv- from unnecessary repetition . ! 

..notations. 1? contains ample description.- of plum ye, linb-ts, distribution and nldihcafon 
The arrangement of the text is also good. TV. article on each species is composed of 
six parts— l. SvJtotioniy . _\ Description. 3. Habiiar and Distribution. 4. ObscivatiuOs. 
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Female .—Forehead and front of crown, feathers round the eye, cheeks, 
sides of the neck, chin and throat whitish ; rest of ] 'ead, neck, scapulars and 
back earthy brown; lores dark brown ; rump an< ipper tail coverts light 
brown, very much paler than the back ; wings and g coverts blackish brown, 
paler on the edges; the primaries with an oblique mark of yellowish white, 
and the secondaries with a yellow patch at their bases; under wing Coverts 
and auxiliaries pale yellow ; breast, belly, vent and under tail coverts pale buffy 
brown; tail feathers dark brown, the four outer pairs very broadly tipped 
with yellowish white, and the shafts of all hair brown. The male is similar, 
but the white of the head and throat is ’pure, the head and back dark ashy 
brown; wing spot white, that on the secondaries tinged with brown, and the 
lores very dark brown. 

Bill and legs black ; irides hazel. 

Length . —8 inches; wing 3*5 ; tail 37 ; tarsus 0*55 ; bill from gape 075. 

Hah. —British Burma, in the Pegu Division, and in the extreme south of 
Tenasserim, where Davison met with it. 

Gen. Lala ge.—Boie. 

Shrike-like birds of soft plumage ; feathers of the lower back and rump 
rather stiff; bill stout and moderately hooked ; rictal bristles almost wanting ; 
wings longer than the tail ; under tail coverts long. 

202. Lalage sykesi, Strickl. Ann. Nat. Hist. Ser. i., xiii. p. 36; 
Legge, Birds , Ceylon, p. 369; Sharpe , Cat. B.Br. Mus. iv. p. 89. Volvo- 
civora sykesi, Jerd. B. hid. i. p. 4I4, No. 268; Hume, Nests and Eggs , 
p. 179; Bl B. Burm., p. 123; Hume , Str. F. viii. p. 91. Campophagst 
sykesi, Oates , B. Br , Burm. i. p. 234.— The Black-headed Cuckoo-Shrike 

Head, neck, upper back, chin, throat and upper breast black; lower 
breast and abdomen pale grey, gradually passing to white on the vent and 
lower tail coverts ; lower back, scapulars, lesser wing coverts, rump and upper 
tail coverts grey, the latter margined paler; median wing coverts black, tipped 
and broadly margined for their terminal half on the outer webs with grey ; 
greater wing coverts black, narrowly margined greyish; primaries and 
secondaries black, the primaries with a narrow white margin on their 
outer webs and a large white patch on their inner webs, the secondaries rather 
broadly margined and tipped with white; tail with the central feathers grey; 
the rest black, broadly tipped with white. 

The female has the head and the upper plumage grey, paler on the rump 
and upper tail coverts, the latter barred with dusky ; cheeks, sides of the neck 
and the whole of the lower plumage whitish or albescent, closely and narrowly 
barred transversely with black, the bars becoming obsolete on the abdomen; vent 
and under tail coverts white ; quills and wing coverts dark brown, each feather 
margined with greyish white; ear coverts greyish, mottled with brown ■ the 
feathers white shafted ; tail with the central pair of feathers grey narrowly 
26 
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tipped with white, the rest blackish or dark brown, broadly lipped* witlTwhite, 
the outermost with the white tippings, mottled with brown. 

The young are similar to the adult female ; adults have the bill black, also 
the legs and feet; iris brownish red. 

Length .—7-5 inches ; wing 4; tail 3 ; tarsus 0*8 ; bill from gape 0*85. 

Hab. —The whole Peninsula of India and Ceylon, Central and Southern 
India, Bengal, the Concan and Deccan, and, according to Blyth, Upper 
Pegu. It hunts usually in small parties, and occasionally, according to Jerdon, 
singly or in pairs, flying from tree to tree, and slowly and carefully examining 
the foliage, prying searchingly all around and under the leaves to discover a 
suitable morsel. It continues its search, hopping and flying, from branch to 
branch till the tree has been well inspected, when the flock flies off together 
to another tree. Caterpillars and other soft insects are its favourite food. Dr. 
Jerdon adds that it is usually a silent bird but has a harsh call, and mentions 
having in June heard a male giving out a clear whistling call as it was flying 
from tree to tree. It affects wooded tracts, but not deep forests. Mr. Blewitt 
found the nest of this species in Bundelcund in July. It was placed at the 
end of two small out-shooting branches of a Mowa tree, and was slightly made 
of thin twigs and roots, and partially covered with spider’s web. The eggs, 
two in number, were green, mottled with dark brown. 

203. Lalage melanothorax, Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mas. iv. p. 90.— 
The Black-breasted Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Closely allied to L. syhesi but differs in being larger and in having the 
black of the neck extending much farther down on the breast and back. 

Length. — 7*5 inches ; wing 4*2 ; tail 3‘2 ; culmen 0*8. 

Hab. —Madras (South India). 

204. Lalage terat, Bodd. t Tab. PI. Enl . pi. 17; Hume, Stray F. 
i. p. 66; ii. p. 202; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus . iv. p. 91.—The Nicobar 
Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Adult Male.— Forehead, top and back of head, interscapulary region, 
scapulars and lesser wing coverts black, with a green metallic gloss; a broad 
streak from the nostrils over the eye and ear coverts, wing lining, edge of 
the wing, axillaries and entire lower parts including the sides of the neck, 
broad tips to the two external lateral tail feathers, a narrow tip to the next pair, 
the median wing coverts, broad margins to the outer webs of the greater 
coverts, the secondaries and the bases of the inner web of the primaries pure 
white; the breast and-sides tinged with grey; the middle and lower back, 
rump and upper tail coverts grey, the two latter with faint traces of whitish 
bars; a streak from the gape through the eye black. 

In the female the superciliary stripe is not so conspicuous and the greater 
wing coverts are only narrowly tipped with white. The forehead, top and 
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back of the head and interscapulary region are iron grey, the breast is regularly 
and narrowly barred with darker grey. 

Length .—6*75 to y25; wing 3*4 to 3-6; tail from vent 2*75 to 3*12; 
tarsus 0*65 to 0-82; bill from gape 0*8. 

Hab. Camorta Island (Nicobars), also in Acheen, the Malay Peninsula, 
Java, Sumatra, Borneo and the Philippine Islands. 

Mr. Davison says it is not uncommon at Camorta, frequenting in small 
parties, of five or six or in pairs, the low scrubby under-growth and gardens, 
and feeding close to the ground. Nothing is known of its nidificatiom 

Family .—M US CICAPIDiE . 

Passerine birds of very varied form, embracing a large number of Genera, 
connecting the woodshrikes with the thrushes, with ample rictal bristles, wide, 
depressed or shallow-bills. They are all chiefly insectivorous. Their wings 
are moderate and not adapted for long and speedy flight, but are capable of 
rapid and powerful sallies. 


Gen. Hemichelidon— Hodgs. 

Bill much depressed and shallow, wide at base, slender and narrowed at tip, 
which is faintly' hooked; gape wide; rictal bristles moderate; wings long; 
3id and 4th quills sub-equal and longest; 1st quill minute; tarsus feeble,, 
lateral toes unequal. 



Head of Hemichelidon ferruginea. 

205. Hemichelidon sibiriea, Gm. Sysi. Nat. \. P . 936; 

Nests and Eggs. p. 206; id. Sir. F. iii. p. 104; David et Oust. Ois. Chine, 
p. 122 ; Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. 92; Sharpe, Cat. Birds, B. Mus. iv. p. 120. 
Hemichelidon fuliginosa, Hodgs. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 32; Hume and Headers. 
Lah. to Varkand, p. 184, pi. iv. ; Jad. B. Bid. i. p. 458, No. 296; Oates, 
B. Br. Burm. i. p, 275. Butalis sibiricus, Bl. B. Burin, p. 104.—The Sooty 
Fly-Catcher. 

Above brown, the feathers of the head with darker centres, the wings 
slightly edged pale rufous, broader after the autumnal moult; feathers 
round the orbits white; lores mixed whitish and brown; sides of the face 
brown; chin, throat, breast, sides of the body fuliginous or smoky brown, in 
some an indistinct whitish patch on the lower throat; abdomen, vent and 
under tail coverts white, the latter mixed with brown; tail brown. 
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The young are spotted with fulvous white above, and the margins of the 
wing feathers are broadly fulvous. Upper mandible of bill dark brown, 
lower mandible yellowish, iris brown, legs brownish black. 


Length.- 4*5 to 4*6 inches ; wing 2.75 to 2*8 ; tail 17s to 2'0; tarsus 0*5 ; 
bill from gape 0*55. 

Hab.—N. W. Provinces, Oudh, and probably Bengal. It is found through¬ 
out the Himalayas, common about Darjeeling, from 6,000 feet upwards, to 
Nepaul; spread over the whole of British Burmah as a winter visitant. Oates 
records it from the Pegu Hills near the frontier, and Dr. Armstrong got it at 
Elephant Point, but found it rare. Captain Wardlaw-Ramsay mentions his 
getting a young bird on the Tounghoo Hill in December. According to 
Davison, it is everywhere scarce in Tenasserim. Found also in the iYIalay 
Peninsula, and extends to China and Eastern Siberia. 

The Sooty Fly-Catcher breeds in the Himalayas, making a nest of moss 
against the side of a tree trunk, or on the broken end of a branch, laying three 
eggs, which are dull‘green marked with reddish brown, They are long ovals, 
a good deal pointed and compressed at the smaller end; size 0*65, x 046. 
Jerdon says it is sedentary in its habits, darting on insects from a fixed perch 
on a low branch, and that he never saw it descend to the ground to feed. 

206 . Heiniclielidon ferruginea, Hodgs., P. Z. S, 1845, p. 32; 
Hume , Nests and Eggs , p. 207 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 122. Butalis 
ferruginea, Bl. B. Burm. p. 104; David et Oust. Ois. Chine, p. 121. Alseonax 
ferruginea, Jerd . B. Ind . 1. p. 460, No. 299; Hume and Dav ., Sir. y F. vi. 
p. 277; Bingham , Sir. F. ix. p. 175; Oates y Sir. F. x. p. 2O4 ; Oates 
B. Br. Burnt.' \ p. 276.—The Ferruginous Fly-Catcher. 

Forehead and crown of head dark brown; orbital feathers pale buff; lores 
and ear coverts rufescent brown ; back, scapulars, lesser wing coverts, rump 
and upper tail-coverts, rusty or reddish brown, becoming deeper (chestnut), on 
the latter and on the rump; median and greater coverts brown, edged and 
tipped with chestnut; quills dark brown, the later secondaries and tertiaries 
edged with rusty brown; under surface of quills buffy; tail reddish brown ; 
lower throat with a patch of white, the rest of the under surface chestnut; the 
throat rufescent brown ; bill dusky, yellowish at base of lower mandible; legs 
pale fleshy ; irides dark brown. 

Length.^- 5 inches ; wing 275 ; tail 2*0 ; tarsus o’5 ; bill from gape 0*65. 

Hab. —The Carnatic, N, W. Provinces, British Burmah, Nepaul, Sikkim, and 
Ceylon. The ferruginous flycatcher is a rare visitant to the plains of India. 
Jerdon says he 'did not hear of its occurrence away from the Himalayas. It 
is common in the neighbourhood of Darjeeling, from 4,000 to 8,000 feet. In 
Burmah it is a winter visitor. It is recorded from Bankasoon in I enasserim ; 
Oates procured specimens near Pegu, and Captain Bingham secured a speci¬ 
men m the Thoungycen Valley. It extends southwards through the Malay 
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Peninsula, and is found in Cochin-China. It frequents, according to Jerdon, 
dark, open forests without underwood, and pursues insects from a low branch, 
or the stump of a fallen tree. 


It breeds in the Himalayas. The structure of the nest, as well as the 
number, size, and shape of the eggs, is the same as in the preceding species-*- 
colour a sort of buff, minutely and feebly freckled with brownish red ; size 
0 64 X 0*5, 


Gen. Alseonax.— Cabanis. 

Pill more lengthened than in Hemichelidon , less swallow like, being narrower 
in front and deeper vertically; 3rd and 4th quills subequal. 

207. Alseonax latirostris. Raffles, Trans. Lin. .SW. xiii. p. 312 ; 

Jerd. B. bid. i. p. 459, No. 297 ; Hume and Renders. Lahore to Yark. p. 185, 
pi. v.; Hume , Sir. F, ii. p. 219; Brooks , Sir. F ' iii. p. 276, iv. p. 273, V. 
p. 470; Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 127 ; Scully , Str. F. viii. p. 276 ; 
Legge, B. Ceylon , p. 415; Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. 92; Brooks , Sir- F. ix. 
p. 225. Butalis terricolor, Bl. y. A* S. B. xvi. p. 120. Muscicapa cinereo- 
alba, 7 an. and Schleg. Faun, yap-Aves. p. 42. pi. 15. Alseonax terricolor, 
Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 46 o, No. 298 ; Brooks , Str. F. iii. p. 234. Butalis latiros- 
tris, Bl. B. Burnt, p. 104; Oates , B. Br. Burnt, i. p. 277.—The Brown 
Fly-Catcher. 


Above greyish brown or dark brown, the feathers of the crown centred 
darker \ lores and orbital ring white. Scapulars, tertiaries, and secondaries 
dark brown; wing coverts the same ; all but the primaries edged with rust. ; 
tail dark brown, the outermost feathers narrowly tipped with whitish ; under 
surface of body white, tinged with pale ashy on the breast, flanks, and sides 
of the throat. 

Immature birds have broad fulvous margins to all the feathers of the upper 
plumage. Bill, legs and claws black ; base of lower mandible yellow , in 
the immature, except the tip, which is dusky, the whole lower mandible is 
yellow. 

Length .—5 to 5*2 inches ; wing 275 to 2-85 ; tail 2*5 to 2B5 ; tarsus 0*5 ; 
bill from gape 07. 

Hah. —N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Central India, the Concan, Deccan, South 
India, Malabar Coast, Ceylon, British Burmah, • and Nepaul, Extends to 
Cochin-China. 

* 

The Brown Fly-Catcher is a winter visitor to Burmah, It is said to be a 
resident of Southern India and Ceylon, but nothing appears to be known of 
its nidificalion. Oates says that in Pegu some birds would appear to stay all 
the year round, or to nest dose by, having shot both adult nod young in fuly. 
It is abundant, according to him, in the southern half of Pegu. Captain Wardlaw- 
Ramsay got it at Tounghoo. Mr. Blyth received it from Arrakun, and Davison 
says he observed it in the southern half of Tenasserim, It extends down the 
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Malay Peninsula to the Archipelago, and is found spread over China in winter. 
Its habits are quite those of the other species. Jerdon says it is very 
sedentary, sitting motionless* on a branch and darting out occasionally to 
capture an insect on the wing. 

Gen. Muscieapa, Linn .; Butalis Bote .; Erythrosterna, Bp. 

Wings pointed and long; bill rather long, depressed, wide throughout, 
except at tip ; second primary longer than the secondaries and nearly the 
length of the third; nasal bristles scanty. 

208 . Muscieapa grisola, Linn. Syst. Nat. i. p. 328; Tern. Man. i. 
p. 152; Nairn, vogt. Deuich. ii. p. 216; Mac (Ml Bn B. iii. p. 518; Gray, 
Gen. B. i. p. 262 ; Gould . B. Bur. ii. pi. 65; Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1873, P- 7 1 J 
id. Cat. Passerif. B. Bn M. p. 151 ; Llf. East Pers. p. 143 ; Sir. F. 1S73, 
p. 377 ; Murray, Vert . Zool. Sind, p. 127. Butalis grisola, Bote. Isis, 1826, 
p. 973 \ Cat. Mus . Heine. Th. i. p. 52; Sharpe, Cat. A/n B. p. 42, No. 
391; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 70; Hume, Str. F. 1875, p. 467; 1877, p. 495. 
Butalis africana. Bp. C. ^.xxxviii. p. 652.— The Spotted Grey Fly-Catcher. 

Lores and feathers immediately above the nostrils dingy fulvous white ; 
head, nape, cheeks, ear coverts, back and scapulars, pale earthy or greyish 
brown; the feathers of the head with darker brown central streaks not ex¬ 
tending to the tips, and those of the forehead tinged with the fulvous colour 
of the lores; the rump, in some, uniform with the back, in others slightly 
darker; wings and tail brown, paler and greyer on the tertiaries and laterals, 
all the feathers margined with brownish white ; the greater secondary coverts 
and tertials most broadly so ; the tail feathers, except the exterior lateral ones, 
inconspicuously so; lower parts white, tinged with fawn colour towards the 
vent, and w'ith narrow inconspicuous grey brown streaks on the breast; 
axillaries and wing lining very pale rufous fawn; sides and flanks tinged 
faintly with the same colour and dull fulvous. 

“Bill black, dark fleshy at base of lower mandible; legs and feet blackish 
brown; iris deep brown ; interior of mouth orange.' (Hume, Str. F, vol. 
3 > P- 467.) 

Length.— 5'4 inches; bill at front 0.55 ; wing 3*4 J tal1 2 '45 i tarsus o*6. 

Hab .—The whole of Europe, extending in the winter into South Africa and 
N. W. India, Sind, Beloochistan, Afghanistan, Persia (Northern and Southern), 
Kutch, Kattiawar, Jodhpore, Sambhur. Visits Sind in the course of its 
migration in August and September, and at about the same time of the year 
in other parts of the Western Presidency. 

All the species of this genus are quick and active birds, incessantly hopping 
about on the branches of trees, generally thin scrub or acacias, searching* 
for insects, which are their chief food. 
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209 . Muscicapa sordida (Godw.-Austen). Sharp *, Cat. B. Br. 
Mus. iv. p. 156. Erythrosterna sordida, Godw.-Austen, J . A. S. B. xliii., 
p. 158 ; Eu??ie, *S 7 /*. A 1 . 1875, p. 692. — The Olive-Brown Fly-Catcher. 

Above dull, olivaceous brown, ochraceous on rump and upper tail feathers; 
tail umber-brown, slightly tinged with ochre on outer web ; quills the same as the 
tail and edged with olive; the primnry and secondary coverts very slightly tipped 
pale, forming an inconspicuous bar on the wing; lores and a distinct ring 
round the eye dull whitish; ear coverts and sides of face olive brown, with 
buffy shaft streaks; cheeks and under surface of body ashy (lutescent, Hume), 
strongly washed with olive, the foreneck with an ochraceous tinge; under wing 
coverts and axillaries pale yellowish buff; quills ashy brown below, yellowish 
buff along the inner webs. 

Length. 4*6 inches (5*25, Flume) ; wing 2*6 to 27; tail 2*2 ; tarsus 0 6c 
(Sharpe). 

Hah. —Sudiya in Upper Assam, and the Naga Hills. 

210 * Muscicapa par\ra> Beclist. Nat. Deutsche iv. p. 505; Tern 
Man. i. p. 158; Werner, Atlas, Inseciivores, pi. io; Gray, Gen. Birds, i. 
p. 262 ; Gould. B. Bur. ii. pi. 64; Dresser, Ibis, 1876, p. 188 ; Sharpe Cat 
B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 161 j Murray, Vert . Zool., Sind, p. 128. Erythrosterna 
parva, Bp. Consp. List. B. Bur. and N. Amer. p. 25; id. Coiisp. i. p. 318 ; 
Blf. Bast . Pers. p. 144; Hume, Sir. F. 1873, pp. 179, 377, 405; 1875, 
p. 469; 1876, p. 273 ; 1877, P- 484 5 vol. v. p. 471 ; Murray, Hdbk.Zool., yc.[ 
Sind, p. 139. Muscicapa rufogularis, Brehm. Vog. Dcutsch. p. 22S.—THL 
Red-breasted Fly-Catcher. 

Forehead, sides of face and ear coverts grey; a circle of whitish feathers 
round the eye; crown of head, back, wing coverts and quills externally 
ashy brown; inner web of primaries dusky; upper tail coverts and tail dark 
brown, all, except the centre tail-feathers, white at their bases; the external 
web of the lateral ones on each side dusky; chin, cheeks, and foreneck 
orange, rest of under surface fulvous white or buffy white; thigh coverts ashy 
brown; under wing coverts fulvescent, as are also the margins of the inner 
webs of the under surface of the quills; bill brownish; legs dark brown. 

Length .—5 inches; bill at front 0-4; wing 2*6; tail 2; tarsus 0*65; 
culmen 0*4. 

The female has the quills and wing coverts, especially the greater series, 
edged with light brown; the chin, throat and breast deep buffy, and the 
abdomen and vent white. 

Hab. Europe, extending into N. W. India, the Himalayas, Cashmere and 
Nepaul. Extremely common in Beloochistan, Persia, and South Afghanistan • 
also in Sind, the Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Rajputana, Central India" 
the Deccan, Concan. Kutch, and North Guzerat, A winter tisitant in Sind 
and other parts of the Western Presidency, 
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211. Muscicapa albicilla, Pall. Zoogr. Eosso-Asiat. i. p. 462, 
Aves , tab. i. ; Sharpe , Cat . B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 162 ; Oates, B. Bunn. i. 
p. 278. Erythrosterna leucura, ( Gm .) Jerd. B. Bid. i. p. 481, No. 323 ; Bl. B. 
Burnt., p. 103. Erythrosterna albicilla, (Pall.) Anders. Yunnan Expedition , 
p. 621 ; Hume and Dav., Sir. F . vi. p. 233 ; David el Oust. Ois Chine , p. 12O; 
Scully , Sir. F . viii. p. 280 ; Ilume, Sir. F . viii. p. 93.— The White-tailed 
Robin Fly-Catcher. ^ 

Male in summer plumage .—Upper plumage and wings olive brown, the 
latter margined paler ; upper tail coverts black; tail black, the four outer 
pairs of feathers white for about two-thirds of their length from the base; 
lores mixed ashy and white; chin and throat orange ; ear coverts, cheeks and 
a band passing round the orange of the throat pure ashy, extending on to the 
upper breast in some ; rest of lower plumage ashy white. 

In winter the male loses the orange on the chin and throat, and the plumage 
on the under surface of the body is tinged with buff; orbital ring white. 

The female is like the male in summer; bill dark brown, yellowish at the 
gape ; iris hazel brown ; legs black. 

Length .—5 to 51 inches; wing 275; tail 2’0 to 2’l; tarsus 0-65; bill 
from gape 0*6. 

Hab. —N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, also the Concan, and, perhaps, the 
Deccan, as well as British Burmah and Nepaul. Jerdon says it is found 
“throughout the whole of India.” This statement is certainly incorrect. It is 
not known from South India, though it occurs in Ceylon. In Northern and 
Central India it is not uncommon, but everywhere, even in British Burmah, as a 
winter visitant. According to Oates it is common in Pegu, and spread over 
the whole division from November to March. It is recorded from Arrakan, 
and Mr. Shopland got specimens at Akyab. At Tounghoo Captain Wardlaw- 
Ramsay obtained specimens. It is spread over the whole of Tenasserim. It 
is said to summer in Eastern Siberia and North China. 

The White-tailed Robin Fly-Catcher affects gardens, orchards, groves and 
low jungle chiefly. It appears to be strictly arboreal, playing about on the 
branches of trees searching for insects, and never descending to the ground. 

212. Muscicapahyperytlira, Cab. Journ. F. Ornith. 1S66, p. 391 ; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 163. Erythrosterna hyperytlira (Cab.) 
Hume, Sir. F. vii. p. 376.—Tjie White-tailed Robin or Rufous-breasted 
Fly-Catcher. 

The upper surface is brcfwnish grey, turning to a purer grey on the rump 
and upper tail coverts ; tail black, with the basal halves of the lateral rectrices 
white, the upper tail coverts, especially the longest, are blackish in parts, espe¬ 
cially on the outer webs. The lower Surface is a bright red-brown or rusty-red, 
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except on the middle of the abdomen, which is pure white. The red-brown 
coldur is most intense on the throat and breast, lighter and mingled with 
albescent on the sides of the abdomen and lower tail coverts ; tibial plumes 
grey ; loreal region somewhat dotted with white; sides of the head and neck, 
pare grey, separated from the red-brown of the throat and breast by an 
irregular blackish line ; under wing coverts tinged with rusty yellow; feet and 
upper mandible brown, the lower yellow; 4th quill longest, fifth longer than 
the third, 2nd about equal to the 8th. 

Length .—5*33 inches; wing 2*88; tail 3*3; tarsus 078 (Cabanis). The 
distinguishing characters of this species are the rich orange-brown of the 
throat and breast, and the black stripe running from the bill down the sides 
of the neck to the breast and terminating below the bend of the closed wing; 
bill dusky above, yellow beneath ; irides dark brown. (Holdsworth.) 

Hah. —Central India and the N.-W. Provinces. Also Ceylon and Cashmere. 

The Rufous-breasted Fly-Catcher appears to have the usual habits of the other 
species. According to Brooks it breeds in Cashmere at from 6,000 to 7,00o 
feet elevation. There is no record of its nest having been found. 

Gen. Pratincola, Koch. Sysl. d. Baier. Z00L p. 190, 

Bill short, straight, wider at the nostrils than high ; nostrils hidden : second 
primary longer than the secondaries, the first not half the length of the second. 

213. Pratincola macrorhyncha. Stoiickza, J. A. s. £. xh. 
p. 238; Hume, Str. F. 1876, p. 40; 1877, p. 131, 241, 244; 1879, P- 53 - 
Sharpe , Cat. Birds , B. Museum, vol. iv. p. 182 ; Murray, Vert. Zool., Sind, 
p. 138. Pratincola rubetraoides, Jcrd. B. Ind. iii. App, p. 872 {ex. Jameson 
MS. Dtsc Nulla) Dresser, B. Fur. parts 23, 24; Hume, Sir. F. 1877, P* 239. 
Pratincola rubetra, Hume, Ibis, 1869, p. 354. Pratincola Jamesoni, Hume, 
Sir. F 1877, p. 239 {nom emende ). —Stolickza’s Bush-Chat. 

Adult Male. —A broad stripe over the eyes and over the greater portion of 
the ear coverts white, with a slight huffy tinge ; lower parts of the loresjduxky ; 
chin,, throat and entire lower parts, including lower tail coverts and tibial 
plumes, white with a yellowish tinge and a very feeble, rufescent tinge on 
breast and flanks; wing lining and axillaries pure 'white, the former slightly 
mottled with dusky; forehead, crown, occiput, nape, back and scapulars light 
sandy buff, striated longitudinally with hair brown ; rump and upper tail 
coverts white, most of the feathers tinged towards their tips with pale rusty 
buff ; primaries and secondaries hair brown, margined on the outer webs with 
light buff and tipped with yellowish white, the primaries more narrowly, the 
secondaries more broadly; tertiary greater coverts, or perhaps I should 
call them lower scapulars, white; tertiaries and greater and median secondary 
coverts deep brown, broadly margined with pale, more or less rufescent buff , 
26 
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entire visible portion of lesser coverts pale sandy buff; edge of wing and 
outer webs of earlier greater primary coverts pure white; tail hair brown, all 
the feathers margined on the outer webs with sandy buff or light yellowish 
brown; the outer web of the outermost feather almost entirely of this colour ; 
all the feathers, except the central pair, with almost the entire inner webs, 
white, the outermost pair have an irregular subterminal brown band from 
0’2 to 0.3 inch wide on this web, but the rest have only a small patch of brown 
near the shaft close to the tip, the pair next the centre have the patch rather 
larger ; there are traces of a dark streak from the base of the lower mandible 
down either side of the throat, expanding on the sides of the breast; doubtless 
in breeding plumage this streak and patch are black or blackish; bill and feet 
black; iris brown. 

Length .—6 inches ; culmen 07 ; wing 3 ; tail 2*12; tarsus 07. (Hume.) 

Breeding Plumage. —Two or three of both my males and females 
have the lower parts of the lores, cheeks, ear coverts and entire sides 
of the throat (leaving only a narrow pure white stripe down the centre of the 
throat) black ; the feathers only a little tipped with pale sandy, which doubtless 
in the breeding season entirely disappears ; also the lesser and median, and 
secondary greater wing coverts and the winglet have become nearly black, 
only very narrowly edged with sandy buff, which colour also seems in the 
course of disappearing. (Hume ) 

Adult Female in winter plumage similar to the male, but smaller and show¬ 
ing the dark streak and patch much less. 

Length. —5*? inches; culmen 07 ; wing 2*9; tail 2 ; tarsus 0*93. (Hume.) 
Ex. Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. vol. iv. p. 1S8. 

// ( ^.__Sind, Punjab, and N.-W. Provinces. Mr. Hume gives the following 
distribution of this species in vol. vii. of Stray Feathers , p. 55 - “Punjab 
(Goorgaon, Umballa, Sirsa, Hansi, Shahpoor and probably all western dis¬ 
tricts); Rajputana (Jodhpore, Biccaneer, Jeysulmere) ; North Guzerat, Kutch, 
Sind (Thurr and Parkur districts) and probably elsewhere.” 1 got it at 
(Taman (Afghanistan), and in the Bolan Pass, Beloochistan. 

214. Pratincola insignis, Blyth y J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 129; Jerd. B. 
Jnd. ii. p. 127, No. 485; Rainey 9 Sir. F. iii. P- 330 ; Hume , Sir. F. v. 
pp. 132, 496; id. Sir. F. vii. pp. 454 , 5*9 ? Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. 
p 187.—'The Large Bush Chat. 

Male .—Entire cap, lores, cheeks and ear coverts black, many of the feathers 
faintly fringed at the tips with pale brown; nape dark brown; the feathers 
much fringed at the tips with the same pale brown ; chin, throat, sides of the 
neck, behind the ear coverts, and a broad imperfect collar at the base of the 
neck, white; back and scapulars brown, all the feathers fringed with pale 
brown ; rump greyish huffy, more distinctly tinged huffy at the tips ; upper 
tail coverts white, with a buffy tinge towards the middle ; wings dark brown; 
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the. primaries white at the base on both webs so as to form a conspi¬ 
cuous wing spot; all the quills broadly white on their inner webs towards 
their base; tertiaries and all the coverts, and the greater and median coverts of 
the later secondaries, white ; first and second primaries very narrowly margined 
white towards the tips; secondaries tipped inconspicuously with dull white ; 
all the quills more or less margined paler on their outer webs; 3rd to 6th 
primaries conspicuously emarginate on their outer webs; tail dark brown, 
very narrowly margined and tipped with pate fulvous brown; breast rather 
pale ferruginous chestnut; rest of the lower parts very pale fulvous ; axillaries 
white, grey on their inner webs; wing lining mingled with pale brown and 
fulvous white. 

Length. — 5*0 to 6 ’ 3 inches ; wing 3*3 to 3*55 ^ tail 2 ’3 j hill from forehead 
0 69 ; tarsus 0*97 to i*i. 

The above is Mr. Hume’s description of a male specimen obtained by Mr. 
Mandelli in the lower hills of the Bhootan Doars in April. 

A female obtained by Mr. Cleveland in October, a little west of the place 
where Hodgson got his type, is described by Mr. Hume as under :— 

Upper parts grey earth-brown, the feathers centred with dark hair brown ; 
upper tail coverts dull rather pale ferruginous buff; wings and tail blackish 
brown, the greater and median coverts broadly tipped, the greater coverts 
with dull rather creamy white, the rest with pale buff, forming two rather 
conspicuous wing bars; all the quills and coverts margined with creamy 
white; tail feathers similar; chin and upper throat creamy; rest of lower parts 
nearly uniform rufous buff, and paling somewhat on the lower tail coverts, 
flanks, axillaries and wing lining; the base of the quills on their inner web with 
a rufous white patch ; irides brown; bill and legs black. 

Length.— 5*8; wing 3M 2 ; tail 2 4 ; tarsus ro8; bill o*G 7 . 

Hah— Bengal and Nepaul. Mr. Cleveland's specimen came from Captain 
Gunj, Zilla Bustec ; Hodgson's type was from Segowlee. The species, .accord¬ 
ing to Mr. Cleveland, affects the cane-fields. 

215. Pratincola maura, Pall. Lets. ii. Anhang. p. 708; Gm. Svst. 
Nat. i. p. 975. Blyth , J. A. S . B. xvi. p. 129 ; id. Cat. A/us. A. S. B, 
p. 170; Bp. Consp . i. p. 305 ; Sir. F. 1873, p. 355; 1875, p. 138; t. c. 
p. 475 ; 1876, pp. 142, 259, 275, 327 ; 1877, p. 36 ; Jtrd. B. jnd. ii. p. 124, 
No. 483 ; Murray , Ildbk., Zool. , $v., S/nd, p. 145 ; Sharpe, Cat. Birds , Br. 
Mus. vol. iv. p. 188. Murray , Vert* Zool. Sittd, p. 139. Pratincola robu'sta, 
Tristr. Ibis. 1870, p. 497 J Brooks. Str. F. 1876, p. 274; Hume, Str. F. 1877, 
p. 131 ; 1878, p. 335 ; vii, p, 55 * Pratincola rubicola (/%),' Severfz. Turks/, 
yera*in. p. 65 ; Dresser , B. Fur. pt. 23, 24. Hume, Bests and Fggs, Ind. B. 
p. 316. -The Indian Bush Chat. 
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Adult Male.— Head, neck., chin, throat, sides of face, back, tail and wings 
black; the feathers of the back and scapulars (some of which are white 
tipped) edged with pale rufous, and the tail basally white; the quills dusky 
brown, margined with sandy brown, as are also the wing coverts and 
secondaries; a large wing patch, rump, upper tail coverts, and sides of neck 
forming a demicollar, white; foreneck and breast bright ferruginous; abdo¬ 
men, vent and under tail coverts white, slightly tinged with fulvous ; auxiliaries 
black. In winter plumage, the general colour above is brown, the rump and 
upper tail coverts rusty, also the entire under surface, but duller. The adult 
female is brown above with pale rufous edges to the feathers, and the edgings 
to th£ wing coverts and scapulars much lighter; the wing patch is much 
smaller and less distinct; the rump and upper tail coverts a rufescent buff; 
cheeks and throat fulvous ashy, and the entire under surface a sullied white 
or pale buff; the axillaries also buffy ; the bases of the feathers brownish ; bill 
and legs black ; hides brown. 

Length.— 4*5 to 5'5 inches; wings 275 ; tail 175 ; tarsus 0*85. 

Hab.— India generally during the winter, also China, Japan, Cashmere, 
Nepaul, N.-W. Himalayas, Upper Burmah, Eastern Turkistan, Abyssinia! 
Beloochistan (Bolan and Quetta), Afghanistan (Chaman and Gulistan). Occurs 
in Sind, Kutch, Kattiawar, Jodhpore, Jeypore, North Guzerat, the Deccan, 
Kamptee, in Central India and Darjeeling. 

The Indian Bush Chat breeds throughout the lower ranges of the Himalayas, 
south of the first snowy range, at almost any elevation not exceeding 5,000 feet, 
from Afghanistan to Assam. Ocasionally, too, they breed in the salt range in 
the Suleiman Hills, in the plains district of the Punjab which skirt the bases of 
these lower hills, and there is one instance on record of the nest being taken at 
the extreme south of the Sharunpoor district. April and May appear to be the 
months in which they mostly lay, but they have two, and possibly three, broods, 
eggs having been taken at Kotegurh as early as the first week in March and 
as late as the middle of July. The situation of the nest varies according to 
locality. They have been found in low, thick, generally thorny, bushes or 
dense tufts of grass on or near the ground and in crevices of rough stone 
walls. 

The nest is a more or less regular cup, composed of coarse grass and dried 
moss lined with fine grass, fur, hair, feathers, and the like. The eggs are 4 or 5 in 
number. The ground colour is dull pale green or greenish white, and they 
are finely and faintly freckled wiih pale brownish red; size 07 -f 0*55. 

218 . Pratincola leucura, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 4 ; 4 . ^ 
Comp. i. p. 30S; Jcrd. B. Bid. ii. p. 126, No. 4 S 4 ; Hume, Sir. F. 1873, 
p. 1K3; 1874, p. 478; 1875, p. 135; Murray* Hdbk ., Zool., £7^ 

P* US; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mas. iv. p. 134 : Murray , Vert. Zool., Sind 
p. 140; Oates, B. Br. Bunn., i. p. 28c.—-The White- tailed Bush Chat. 
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Adult Male in Summer Plumage. —Above black ; rump duller; upper tail 
coverts white; central tail feathers blackish brown, basally white, the others 
dark brown on the outer web and white on the inner; wings black; Quills 
duller, margined pale brown; a white wing spot; breast bright rufous; sides 
of head and throat black; on the sides of the neck a white patch, broader at 
the lower throat; rest of under surface pure white, tinged with rufescent on the 
sides ; under wing coverts black, edged with white. “ In the winter plumage 
the male is nearly a sandy brown above, almost uniform, the black centres to 
the feathers being effectually concealed ; upper tail coverts white, sandy rufous 
at their ends ; tail feathers dark brown, edged with sandy colour; the inner 
webs white, slightly shaded with sandy buff at the tips; wings black, with 
broad sandy brown edges to the feathers ; the inner secondaries margined with 
rufous, some of the feathers forming the white wing patch, edged with brown ; 
a loraf line of ashy white; feathers in front of and round the eye black, with 
sandy brown edgings; throat black, obscured by ashy white margins to the 
feathers ; on each side of the lower throat a white patch half concealed by 
rufous tips to the feathers; breast and sides of body orange rufous, the feathers 
edged with sandy buff ; plumes on the sides of the upper breast white, tipped 
rufous ; under wing coverts and auxiliaries white with dusky bases.” 

“ The adult female is earthy brown, with more or less distinct remains of 
sandy brown edges ; upper tail coverts sandy buff ; tail feathers brown, dull 
white along the basal portion of the inner web ; wings brown, with huffy white 
tips to the greater coverts; wing patch smaller than in the males; lores fulvous, 
extending over the forepart of the eye ; round the latter a ring of sandy buff; 
ear coverts brown with fulvous shaft-lines; cheeks and throat white; breast 
and sides of body paler orange buff; the centre of the abdomen huffy white; 
under wing coverts and axillaries pale sandy buff with dusky bases ; quills 
brown below, whitish along the edge of the inner web ; bill and feet brownish 
black; irides brown/' (Sharpe.) 

Length .—5 inches; wing 2*5 ; tail 2; bill at front 0*5. 

Hah .—India and Burmah, N.-W. Himalayas, Sind, Punjab, at Mookan, 
and the Gangetic Valley, where Jerdon states he found it most abundant from 
Rajmahal to Monghyr, frequenting fields and long grasses. It winters in Sind 
and the Punjab. In Burmah Oates collected specimens a few miles south of 
Thayetmyo, and Colonel Lloyd at Tonghoo. Air. Blanford found it on the 
Irrawady, and Davison in the neighbourhood of Pahpoon, It frequents the 
neighbourhood of swamps and wet paddy fields. 

217 . Pratincola eaprata (£/>/«.), Biyth. J. A. S. B. xvi.p. i2 9; 
Bp. Comp. i. p. 305 ; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 123, No. 4 Sl ; Hume, Sir . L\ 1873, 
pp. 182, 379; 1874, pp. 413, 47 7 > i8 7 S, p. 134; lS 77 * P* 229; 1876, 
p. 259; Sir. F. 1875, p. 238; Murray , Vert. Zool. } Sind , j>. 141 ; Oates, B. 
Br . Burnt . i. p. 281 ; Blanfd. Eastern Persia , p. 144 ; Murray , HdhkZ00L. 
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&c., Sind, p. 145. Motacilla caprata, {Linn?) S. Nat. i. p. 325. CEnanthe 
caprata, Viell. N. Bid. xxi. p. 433. Saxicola bicolor, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, 
p. 92. Pratincola atrata, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx. p. 177; Jerd. B. lnd. ii. 
p. 124, No. 482. Pratincola bicolor, Hume , Nests and Fggs, Bid. B. p. 314. 
—The White-winged Black Robin. 

Adult Male. —Head, neck all round, throat, breast, sides of the face, back, 
wings, tail and entire under surface black ; under wing coverts black ; vent, 
under tail coverts, rump, upper tail coverts and wing patch white; some of 
the feathers of the lower abdomen very slightly edged with white. The 
young male is dark brown, the feathers of the upper and lower surface with 
brownish edgings ; the quills dark brown with whitish tips, and the lower 
abdomen, vent and upper tail coverts, as well as the wing patch, white. The 
female is dusky brown, the feathers edged pale, and with dark centres to the 
feathers of the head, scapulars and back; rump and upper tail coverts 
rufescent; tail dark brown, as also are the wing coverts and quills, but mar¬ 
gined with lighter brown ; beneath pale reddish or ochraceous brown, whitish 
on the throat; vent and under tail coverts white, with a slight rufous tinge ; 
bill and legs black; irides dark brown. 


Length .—5 to 5*4 inches ; wing 275 ; tail 2*I ; tarsus o’8; bill at front 0 45. 


Hah— India generally, Ceylon, Southern India, Burmah, Java, and 
Philippines. In the Indian region it extends to the Himalayas, and is ex¬ 
tremely common throughout Sind, the Punjab, Beloochistan, S. E. Persia and 
S. Afghanistan, at Chaman, Gulistan, Dubrai and Kandahar; also occurs all 
along the Western Coast, Kutch, Kattiawar, Jodhpore, North Guzerat, the 
Deccan and Concan. Breeds in Sind and the plains generally during March 
and April. Eggs usually three, pale greenish white, speckled finely with 
brown. 


Gen. Poliomyias— Sharpe. 

Bill rather broad, with well defined culmen, broader at the nostrils than it 
is high ; shorter than in Pratincola and not exceeding the inner toe and claw. 
General aspect and style of plumage of Muscicapa , but with long wings, 

218. Poliomyias Hodgsoni, ( Verr.) Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv, 
p. 203; Oates , B. Br. Burmah , i. p. 286. Siphia Hodgsoni, Verr. N. Arch. 
Mus. vi. Bull, p. 34, vii. p. 29 ; David el Oust. Ois. Chine , p. 115. Siphia 
crythaca, Jerd. and Bl. P. Z. S. 1861, p. 201 ; Jerd. B. Jnd. i. p. 480, No. 322 ; 
Hume, Sir. F. ii. p. 456 ; Wald in Bl. B. Bunn . p. 103 ; Hum, Sfr. F. vi. 
p. 137; Hume and Dav. Sir. F. vi. p. 2335 Hume, Sir. A viii. p. 93. The 
Rusty-breasted Fly-Catcher. 

Male. —Above dull cyaneous, also the ear coverts; lores, feathers under the 
eye, the cheeks and upper tail coverts black ; w'iug coverts brown, edged with 
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cyaneous; quills black, edged with brown; tail black, the bases of all but the 
two central feathers white at the base; sides of the neck and a patch on 
either side of the breast dull cyaneous; chin, throat, breast and abdomen 
rich orange ; lower abdomen, vent, flanks and under tail coverts pale ferrugi¬ 
nous. Bill black ; legs and feet dark reddish horny ; irides very dark brown. 
(Dav.) 

Length .—5'5 inches; tail 2*2 to 2*5 ; wing 2‘95 ; tarsus *65; bill from 
gape ‘ 55 - 

Hah. —Darjeeling (Jerdon), British Burmah and Nepaul. According to 
Oates it has been procured in Karenne and in the Karin Hills, east of Tounghoo, 
at 4,000 feet elevation. Davison says it is confined to the higher hills of the 
northern and central portions of Tennaserim, and that he got it in the pine 
forests north of Pahpoon and near the summit of Mooleyit. It is found in the 
Himalayas, and extends its range to Western China. 

The female of this species is not yet satisfactorily identified. There is a 
closely allied species P. luteola, which Oates says will probably be found in 
Burmah. 

Gen. Muscicapula.— Blyth. 

Bill feeble, narrow at tip, moderately wide at base, depressed, very slightly 
hooked and notched at the tip ; rictal and nareal bristles moderately developed ; 
3rd quill nearly as long as 4th ; 1st and 2nd primaries moderately developed ; 
tarsus slightly lengthened. 

219. Muscicapula superciliaris, {Jerd.) Blyth , J. A . 5. B. 
xii. pp* 939, 962; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 470, No. 310; Slot. J. A. S. B. 
xxxvii. pt. ii. p. 30; Hume , Nests and Fggs, p. 213 ; Ball, Sir. F. v. p. 415 ; 
Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. 92 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 204 ; Oates, B. 
Br. Bum., i. p. 292. Muscicapa superciliaris, Jerd . Madr. Jouni. xi. 
p. 16. Erythrosterna acornaus (Hodgsi), Jerd . B. Ind . i. p. 483, No. 325 ; 
Beavan , Ibis, 1S70, p. 320; Bl. and Wald., B. Burm. p. 103; Hume and 
Dav., Sir. F. vi. p. 233; Hume y Sir. F. viii. p. 93.—The White-browed 
Blue Fly-Catcher. 

Top of head, cheeks, ear coverts and sides of the neck dull blue; lores 
black ; a broad distinct supercilium reaching behind to the nape white ; back 
of the head, nape, entire upper plumage, including the lesser and median 
wing coverts, dull blue ; greater wing coverts and quills dark brown, edged 
with pale bluish ; tail black, edged with blue, the basal half of all, except 
the central ones, white ; entire lower surface of body white, except a broad, 
dull-blue collar across the breast. 

The female has the upper plumage brown, the feathers of the head centred 
darker, the forehead, rump and upper tail coverts tinged with rufous; >ving 
coverts, quills and tail brown, edged paler; the lores mixed rufous and white ; 
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ar coverts greyish brown with paler shafts; under surface of body sullied 
with brown on the breast and sides of the body. 


Length— 4-25 to 475 inches ; wing 2*4 to 2*5 ; tail rS to 1*9 ; tarsus *6 ; 
bill from gape -6. 


Hab. — Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Central Provinces, British 
Burmah and Nepaul. According to Jerdon it is found throughout the Hima¬ 
layas, spreading to the plains of India in the cold weather, but is nowhere 
a common bird. Mr. Brooks reported its occurrence at Assensole; Ball 
says it is tolerably abundant in Sumbulpoor and in the adjoining districts on 
the south, and records it from Midnapoor, Lohardugga, Singhboom, Orissa, 
Nowagurh, and the Godavery Valley ; and Oates has it from British Burmah, 
on the strength of two female specimens from Karenne, procured by Captain 
Wardlaw Ramsay. 


The White-browed Blue Fly-Catcher nests in the Himalayas. The nest is a 
small cup made of moss, and lined with fine roots and hairs, and is either 
placed in a hole of a tree or wall. The eggs are 4 to 6 in number, pale 
green, and entirely covered with brownish red freckles. 


220 . Muscicapula astigma, (Hodgs) Sharpe , Cal. B. Br. Mus . 
iv. p. 205 ; Jerd. B.Ind. i. p. 471, No. 311 ; Gray , Cat. B. Nepaul; Hodgs. 
Coll. app. p. 155 ; Ball , Sir. F. vii. p. 212; Oates , B. Br. Burnt, i. p. 293. 
—The Little Blue and White Fly-Catcher. 


Differs from M. superciltaris in having the whole upper surface blue, the 
wings and tail black, margined with blue—the latter with no white at the base— 
no white supercilium, and in the under surface being pure white. 

Length. —4’25 inches; wing 2*25 ; tail 1 *8 ; tarsus *5 ; culmen 0*45. 

Hab. —N.-W. Provinces and Bengal to the Himalayas and Nepaul. 


The females of the species of this small group of birds are so alike that they 
cannot be readily distinguished, especially of M. superciliarU. 


221. Muscicapula maculata, Tick. J. A. S. B. ii. p. 574; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 207; Oates , B . Br. Burnt, i. p. 294. 
Erythrosterna maculata, Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. N°- 3 2 ^ > Tl. B. Burnt. 
]>. 103; Brooks , Str. F. iii. pp. 236, 277; viii. p. 470 ; Fume, Sir. F. viii. 
p. 93. Erythrosterna pusilla, Bl, J . A. S. B. xviii. p. 813; Jerd. B. 
Itid. i. p. 482, No. 324 ; Brooks , Str. F. v. p. 47 1 *— Little-Pied Fly- 
Catcher. 

Above, including the lores, cheeks, ear coverts and sides of the neck glossy 
black; a superciliary streak reaching to the nape white. Whole under surface 
also white ; wings black ; the later secondaries edged with white on their outer 
webs, the remaining secondaries and all the primaries with an interior 
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lining of white; the greater upper wing coverts white, forming a bar across the 
Wing; tail black, the basal two-thirds, except of the central tail feathers, white. 

The female has the tipper surface and lesser wing coverts olive brown, tinged 
with rufous ; upper lail coverts ferruginous ; greater wing coverts and quills 
brown, margined with pale rufous brown ; lores and sides of the head fulves- 
cent brown ; under surface of body white, tinged with brown on the flanks and 
breast; tail dark brown, narrowly margined with rufous brown; no white 
bases to the feathers of the tail. 

Bill black ; legs brown; irides light brown. 

Length. —4-4 inches ; wing t\ ; tail 17$ ; tarsus 0-6 ; bill from gape 0*55. 

Hab.—N.-W. Provinces, Central India, Bengal, and British Burmah. 

Taking Jerdon’s notes on Eryihrosierna pusilla, which is now identified 
with the female of this species, and the notes against E, maculala , the Little- 
pied Fly-Catcher occurs in the plains of Central India during the cold weather 
and retires to the Himalayas during the summer He says he obtained it 
near Darjeeling in summer dress, and quotes Blyth as to its occurrence in 
the Midnapoor District. It extends through Arrakan and Tenasserim into 
Western Malasia, It also occurs at Pegu in the cold weather. Jerdon saw 
this species in pairs, but generally in small parties, active and restless, 
capturing insects entirely on the wing. It has a pleasing little song. 

222. Muscicapula sapphira, Tickell, MSS .; Blyth, J. A. S. B. 

xii. p. 939; Jerdon , Illus. Ind . Orn. pi. 32 ; id. B. bid . i. p. 47!, No 31: ; 
«S 7 r. F. in. p. 237 ; Ball , Sir. F. ii. p. 405 ; Sharpe, Cal . B. Br. Mm. iv. 
p. 209.—The Sapphire-headed Fly-Catcher. 

Male. —Above rich dark purplish blue, inclining to smalt blue oh the 
l ump and upper tail coverts ; forehead and crown pale azure or sapphire blue 
{vivid smalt blue , Blyth), deepening on the hind head ; lores black ; forcneck 
and breast rich purple, with a broad median line of deep and bright ferrugi¬ 
nous ; flanks greyish; belly and forepart of the wings underneath, also tha 
axillaries, white ; quills and tail black, and the feathers edged externally with 
blue ; there is no white at base of the feathers of the latter. 

Bill and feet black; irides dark brown. 

The female has the head, neck and interscapulars plain olive brown ; fore¬ 
head, lores and cheeks ferruginous; wings, rump and tail deep blue; throat, 
foreneck and breast bright ferruginous, much broader than in the male 
belly and lower tail coverts bluish white. 

Length,— 475 inches ; wing 2*5 ; tail 1 ’9; tarsus 0 6 ; culmen 0*35. 

Hab, — N.-W, Provinces, Otulh, Bengal, also Sikkim and Nepaul. Jerdon 
says it is somewhat rare at Darjeeling, and that the species affects open forest, 
perches high up, and catches insects on the wing. 

27 
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Gen. Tarsiger —Hodgs. 

Bill short, slender, straight; rictal bristles moderate; wings moderate; 4th a nd 
5th quills equal and longest, 3rd and 6th subequal; tail slightly mucronate ; 
tarsus extremely powerful, more than twice the length of the culmen; toes 
and claws long and slender; plumage of males blue above, and more or less- 
rufous below. 



223 - Tarsiger rufilatus, Hodgs. Icon. ined. Passcres , pi. 8S ; id. 
P. Z. S. 1845, P- 27 ; Gray , Gen. B. >. p. 180; Hume, Nests and Eggs, hid * 
B. p. 324 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p 256. Nemura cyanura, Hodgs. 
Icon. hied. Passeres pi. 76, fig. 3. lanthina rufilata, Bly. J. A. S. B. xvu 
p. 132, id. Ibis, 1867, p. f6 ; Brooks, Str. F. 1875, P* 2 4°; lS 7 6 » P* 229; 
1877 ; p. 470. lanthina cyanufa, Jcrd. B. hid. ii. p. {46, No. 508; Godw.- 
AitsUn , J. A. S. B., 1870, p. 106. Nemirra cyanura, (Pall) Dresser. B.Eur „ 
pis. lxvii. lxviii. (& ad. desc. et. fig.) nee. Pall . — The White-breasted Blue 
Wood-Chat. 

Adult Hale. —General colour above dark ultramarine, brighter and inclining 
to deep cobalt blue on the rump and upper tail coverts; forehead also bright 
cobalt, extending backwards and forming a distinct eyebrow; shoulder patch 
bright cobalt blue; rest of wing coverts and quills blackish, edged with dark 
ultramarine, the margins of the primaries somewhat greyish blue; tail feathers 
blackish on their inner webs and dark blue on the outer; lores and feather* 
found the eye dusky bine black ; the sides of the face dark blue, also the 
feathers bordering the throat for the whole extent of the Tatter; throat and 
centre of body below greyish white, pure white on the abdomen and under tail 
coverts; sides of the body bright orange ; thighs dull blue ; under wing 
coverts and axil lanes white, slightly washed with fulvous; ecfgc of the wing 
blue ; bill dusky ; legs brown ; iris dark brown. 

length. — 375 to 67 inches ; wing 3*2 ; tail 2-5 ; tarsus 0*95 ; culmen 0*45, 
The adult female is olive brown above, becoming ashy blue on the rump 
and bright cobalt cm the upper tail coverts ; the lesser and median wing 
coverts like the back ; greater coverts and quills dark brown, margined w-rth 
reddish olive; tail blackish on the inner webs and blue on the outer; throat, 
lores and round the eye huffy ; eyebrow faint greyish ; sides of the face, 
foreneck, breast and flanks olive brown ; middle of abdomen and under tail 
coverts while; thighs dusky; sides of the body bright orange; axillaries 
yellowish buff; under wing coverts whitish with dusky bases. 

Length* — 5 ’ 2 inches; wing 3*15 ; tail 27 ; °' c d 5 i culmen 0*45, 
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Hab. —The Himalayas, from the N. W. lo Sikkim. Said to be common in 
China and Central and Northern Asia, also Japan. It is recorded from Nepaul 
and Cashmere, and from between Mussoorie and Gangaotri. Jerdon says it 
is a winter visitant at Darjeeling, It frequents thick brushwood and long grass. 
Found on the banks of the Ganges at Caragola Ghat. In Cashmere, according 
to Brooks, it is more numerous in the upper part of the valley. Its call-note 
nnd manners, he says, are like those of a robin. It is a very shy bird. It 
breeds very high up in the hills north of Simla, but in Cashmere they 

are said to breed as low as 6,000 feet during June and July, nesting 

in holes of banks. The normal number of eggs is 4, of a bluish white 
colour, faintly marked towards the larger end with pale reddish brown. 
Size 074 x 0-56. 

224 . Tarsiger hyperythrus, Blyth, J . A. S. B. xvi. p. 132 ; id. 

Cat. B. Mus. A. S. B. p. 170; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 147, No. 5O9; Sharpe , 

Cat. B . Br. Mus. iv, p. 257 ; Godw.-Austen, J . A. S. B. 1S70, p. 106. 

Nemurahyperythra, Gray , Gen . B. in. App • p.8; Bp. Consp . 1, p. 300. — The 
Rusty-throatkd Blue Wood-Chat. 

Adult Male.— Above -dark purplish or indigo blue; the forehead brighter 
and more cobalt blue, extending backward over the fore part of the eye ; no 
while eyebrow ; shoulder patch deep cobalt; rest of wing coverts and quills 
dusky blackish, externally edged with purplish blue ; lores, ear coverts, sides 
of the face, feathers round the eye and sides of the throat deep purplish 
black ; entire under surface of body chestnut rafous; thighs brown ; lower 
flanks whitish, forming a tuft on each side of the back; axillaries and under 
wing coverts yellowish buff ; bill dusky; legs brown. 

Length. —4’S to S*5 inches; wing 3-15 ; tail 2*3; tarsus 1 ; culmen 0*45. 

The female is brown above, the lower back and rump greyish, the upper 
tail coverts and tail blue; median and greater wing coverts brown like the back ; 
quills dark brown, edged lighter ; a faint greyish blue eye streak on the side of 
the crown; ring round the eye fulvous ; ear coverts, sides of face and under 
surface of body rufescent brown ; middle of abdomen and under tail coverts 
whitish; under wing coverts and axillaries yellowish buff. 

Length. —5 inches; wing 2*95 ; tail 2’2 ; tarsus 1 ; culmen 0-4. 

Hab. — The Eastern Himalayas and Khasia Hills'. Recorded from Nepaul 
and Darjeeling. 

This is a rare species, and supposed to be a migrant. Nothing is known ot 
us nidification. 

225. Tarsiger hodgsoni, Moore, p. 2. S. 1834, p. 76, pr. 62. 
Nitidula campbelii, Jerd. and Blyih, P. Z. S. 1S61, p. 201: Nitidula hodg¬ 
soni, Jerd.B. Ind. i. p. 472, No. 3 * 3 - Niltava hodgsoni, Gray, Hd.~l B, L 
p. 327.—'The Pigmy Blue Fly-Catcukk, 
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Above deep ultramarine, brighter and more cobalt on the forepart of the 
crown and over the eye; a broad frontal line, lores, feathers round the eye, 
sides of face and ear coverts black, the latter with a bluish tinge; scapulars 
and wing coverts deep ultramarine blue like the back ; the primary coverts 
and primaries narrowly edged with blue, their inner webs brown; cheeks and 
under surface of body rich orange yellow, slightly paler on the abdomen ; the 
thighs and under tail coverts whitish; tail blackish, washed with blue exter¬ 
nally ; axillarics, sides of breast and under wing coverts pure white. (Sharpe.) 
Bill black; legs pale reddish ; iris dark brown. (Jerd,) 

Length— 36; wing 1S5 ; tail 1'4 ? tarsus0*6; culmen 0*4. 

The female is yellowish olive brown above, rather rufous on the rump and 
upper tail coverts; wings like the back; quills dark brown, edged externally with 
the same yellowish olive brown of the back ; tail brown, washed externally with 
rufous brown ; lores and sides of the face ochraceous bufF, as also a ring of 
feathers round the eye ; ear coverts washed with olive; cheeks and under surface 
of the body pale saffron yellow, deeper on the flanks; middle of abdomen, 
sides of the body, under wing and under tail coverts white. 

Length.— 3*7 inches; wing 1 8 ; tail 1*35 ; tarsus 0*65; culmen 04. 

Hah . — The Eastern Himalayas, from Darjeeling to Sikkim and Nepaul, 
Entirely confined to the Himalayas. 

226. Tarsiger indicus, Vie ill. N. Diet. dUHst. Nat. xi. p. 267. 
Nemura flavo-olivacea, Hodgs. P. Z . S. 1845, P- 2 7 - Tarsiger snperciliaris, 
Hodgs. Icon. ined. Passeres, App. pi. 57; Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p 76; 
Sivinh, P.Z. S. 1871, p. 359. lanthina flavo-olivacea, Blyth, J. A . S. B. xvi, 
p. 133. Erythaca flavo-olivacea, Gray , Cat , Mam, &c., Nepaul; Bly. Cat. 
B. Mus . A. S. B. p. 171. lanthina superciliaris, Jerd, B. Ind. ii. p. 148.— 
The Rufous-bellied Blue Wood-Ciut. 

Adult Male.— Above dark slaty blue grey, some of the feathers on the sides 
of the rump tipped with yellowish buff; sides of the crown white, forming a 
vety broad white eyebrow, extending from the base of the bill to the sides of the 
nape; lores, and sides of the face black, the latter slightly washed with slaty 
grey; wing coverts yellowish brown, the innermost of all the series slaty blue; 
greater coverts and quills blackish brown, externally edged with yellowish 
brown, the inner secondaries with slaty blue ; tail dark slaty blue, blackish on 
the inner webs ; under surface of body orange rufous, whiter on the middle of 
the abdomen; bill brownish; feet reddish grey; iris brown. 

Length. —5 inches ; wing 3*1 ; tail 2'5 ; tarsus I * ; culmen 0*5. 

The female differs from the male in being ochraceous brown above ; the 
wings margined with rusty olive; eyebrow white, but not so distinct as in the 
male; sides of face olive brown, with fulvous shaft lines; under surface of body 
deep ochraceous brown; chin whitish. 
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Length .— $*3 inches; wing 2-85 ; tail 2*4 ; tarsus ri; culmen 0*45. 

Hal/. — S. E. Himalayas. Rare in Sikkim and Nepaul. Fairly common 
about Darjeeling. 

227. Tarsiger ehrysceus, Hodgs. Icon . vied. Passe res, pi. 80 ; id. 
P. Z. S. 1845, P- 28 ; 7 erd ' B • Ind • P- *49 / Hume, Nests and Eggs , 
7 * 7 . 7 ?. p. 325.—The Golden Bush-Chat. 

Adult Male. — Above orange yellow, the scapulars and feathers of the lower 
back with olive brown tips ; crown of the head, hind neck and mantle olive 
brown, inclining to rufous olive on the head ; a narrow frontal band, lores, 
feathers round the eye and ear coverts black ; supercilium orange yellow; 
lesser and median wing coverts black, with mesial streaks of golden yellow 
near the tips of the feathers; greater series and quills black, externally edged 
with orange brown ; the innermost greater series entirely orange yellow ; tail 
particolored, yellow with a broad terminal band of black on all but the two 
centre feathers, which are entirely black, and orange yellow only at the base ; 
entire under surface of body orange yellow, some of the feathers on the sides 
of the breast edged with black ; under wing coverts yellow ; under surface of 
quills brown, yellowish buff along the inner webs ; bill blackish above ; lower 
mandible yellow ; iris dark brown. 

Length . — S to 575 inches ; wing 2.75 to 2*8; tail 2*25 ; tarsus I' 3 ; culmen 
06. 

The female is olive yellow, or olivaceous above; orbital ring whitish ; 
supercilium and lores dull yellow ; ear coverts olive brown, with whitish shaft 
streaks; cheeks' and^ under surface of body deep ochraceous yellow ; lower 
abdomen whitish. 

Length.— 5 inches ; wing 2‘6 ; tail 2 ; tarsus 12. 

Hah —The Himalayas. Recorded from Nepaul and Sikkim, and also 
Darjeeling, where Jerdon says it is not uncommon and is a permanent resident. 
It keeps to the forest in the valleys amongst thick underwood. Hodgson says 
it is shy, solitary, and bush-loving. It breeds in the central regions of the 
mountains of Nepaul, making a compact saucer-like nest of moss on the 
ground under the roots of a tree, under stone, or in holes in banks. The 
breeding season is from May to August. Eggs, 3—4 in number, of a \crditer- 
blue colour ; size 072 X 05. 

Gen. Hypothymis .—Boie. 

Bill of moderate length, broad, triangular, suddenly narrowed, straight, tip 
hooked, and with a distinct notch; rictal bristles numerous ; nostrils with a 
few hairs above it; 4th and 5th quills of wing subequal and longest; .tarsus 
short; head with scale-like velvetty plumes. 

228. Hypothymis azure&> Bodd, Tab. PI- Enl. p. 41; Sharpe , 
Cat. J 3 . Br. Mus. iv. p. 274; Oates , B. Br. Burn. i. p, 265. Myiagra 
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azure a, Jerd. B. hid. i. p. 4 So, No. 290; Hume , Nests and Fggs y p, 1 98; 
id, Sir. F. ii, p. 217, iii. p, 103; Fairbanks Str. F. 1876, p. 257; Arm¬ 
strong. /, c. p. 322 ; Hume , /. c . p. 395 5 Pi- af H Wald ,, - 5 . Bunn, p. 13 1.— * 
The Black-naped Blue Fly-Catcher. 

Adult Male . — A patch on the nape, a narrow frontal line, chin and a 
crescentic band across the fore neck black; sides of the face, throat and fore¬ 
neck light azure blue; rest of under surface white, washed with bluish; the 
whole remaining plumage with the lesser wing coverts blue ; greater wing 
coverts black, externally edged with blue ; wings brown, narrowly edged with 
blue; tail brown, suffused with blue on the central pair of feathers and on 
the outer webs of the others ; and with either a very narrow nearly obsolete 
white tip, or this is wanting; bill dark blue or plumbeous, the edges and 
tip black; inside of mouth yellow; legs plumbeous ; iris dark brown ; edges 
of eyelids blue. 

Length.— 5*8 to 6*4 inches; wing 2*8; tail 2*85 to 3; tarsus 07; culmen 
0-55 to 075. 

The female has the head above azure blue, the sides of the head, chin and 
throat duller ; breast greyish brown ; abdomen, flanks and under tail coverts 
white, tinged with grey ; wings, black ; rump and upper tail coverts brown ; 
tail darker brown, the outer edges washed with blue and all but the central 
feathers tipped with white. 

Length .—6-5 inches ; wing 2*95 ; tail 3 ; tarsus 07. 

Hab .—India generally, ranging through the Burmese countries to Pegu, 
Tenasserim, and the Malay Peninsula; also China, Cochin-China, and the Irnlo- 
Burmese countries and Ceylon. Occurs in the Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, 
Bengal, Central India, the Concan, Deccan, South India, Pegu, British Burmah 
generally, and Nepaul. It affects every description of jungle, also gardens 
orchards, and bamboo groves. It is an active bird and ever on the move, 
darting on insects and capturing them on the wing. Jerdon says it is almost 
always solitary, flying from tree to tree. It breeds in the low, warm, well- 
wooded valleys of the sub-IIimalayan ranges up to 3,000 feet, from May to 
August. The nest is a delicate cup, made of green grass and coated with 
cobwebs, and is generally placed in the fork of a tree, or a bamboo, not far from 
the ground. The eggs, 3 to 4 in number, are white, or white with a salmon 
tinge, speckled and spotted with pale red and purple, or reddish pink; size 
069 x 0*53. 

229 . Hypothymis occipitalis, Vigors, P . Z. S. 1S31, p . 97; 

Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p.275. Myiagra lytleri, Beavan Ibis, 1867, 
p. 324; Hume , Sir . F. 1874, p. 2 17. Hypothvmis azurea (nec. Bodd) Walden , 
Ibis, 1872, p. 102 ; Oates, Sir. F. 1877, p. 1495 Sharpe , Ibis , 1887, p. 18 - 
ul. Tr. Lin. Soc. n. s. i. p. 235; Tweedale , P . Z. S. *877, pp. 693, 

^25 el, 1878, p, 2S4.—The Allied Black-naped Blue I ; ly-. Catcher, 
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Adult Male. — Above rich deep azure blue, brighter on the head, where the 
feathers are of a velvet ty texture; a frontal line, chin and a nuchal patch 
black ; wing coverts like the back ;“quills and tail and the remaining plumage 
as in H. azurea> except that the under surface is greyish purple instead of 
white on the breast, abdomen, and under tail coverts ; bill blackish blue ; irk> 
dark brown. 

Length— 8 inches; wing 27 ; tail 26 ; tarsus o*6 ; culmen 0*5. 

The adult female differs from the male, as does the female of II , azurea , i.e.. 
it has the back brown, with the head dull azure, the black nape spot being 
absent ; the abdomen is whitish and overspread with a shade of bluish grey. 

Hab. — The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, 
Borneo, Philippine Islands, and Port Blair. Occurs also probably in Tenas • 
scrim. 

Having had before me a series of skins of both //. azurea and H. occipitalis, 
I am inclined to give the present form specific distinction. Call it a race or 
a subspecies, but the constancy of the markings of the under surface and the 
brighter colouring of the upper parts are sufficient characters. Hume (Sir . F 
ii. p. 217) says the Andamans birds do not differ from the Indian ones in 
dimensions, but that the typical adult male of this species has not a particle 
of white about the abdomen, vent and under tail coverts. The female, too, 
has a dingy lilac grey abdomen, instead of the pure white of the female 
of II. azurea . 

A nest of this species was found at Aberdeen, South Andamans, on the 23rd 
April. “ It was fastened to the branch of a small tree that overhung the path. 
In shape it was an inverted cone, three inches in depth exteriorly and two and 
a half inches in diameter; the cavity, which is nearly hemispherical, was two 
inches in diameter and r 1 in depth. The nest is very compactly woven, of soft 
vegetable fibre, with which also it is firmly bound against the slender stem to 
which it is attached. Towards the exterior of the nest a good deal of green 
moss, a number of satiny white cocoons, and a little bright ferruginous fern root 
have been incorporated in the nest, and the whole carefully coated, though not 
thickly so, with gossamer threads and spider’s webs, and the cavity of the nest 
is neatly lined with black hair-like moss roots. 

The eggs were three in number, very similar to those of II. azurea, but per¬ 
haps more strongly marked ; in shape they are regular broad ovals ; the shell 
is smooth and line, and has a faint gloss. The ground colour varies from pinky 
to creamy white, and towards the larger end there is a broad irregular zone 
of red or brownish red specks or spots. The eggs measured 0 67 to o*68 
xo'52 to 0*5 3/’ 

Gen. Xanthopygia.— Sharpe. 

Bill broad, the culmcn equal to only twice the breadth of the bill 
nostrils; tarsus moderate ; tail long ; 1st primary short, about onc-third the length 
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of the 4th; the 5th and 6th quills subequal; feet moderate; claws slender, 
moderately curved. 

230. Xanthopygia fllliginosa, (Vig.) Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. M. iv. 
p. 253. Phoenicura fuliginosa, Vig. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 35 ; Myth, J . A. S . 
B. xi. p. 190. Phoenicura rubicauda, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 82. 
Ruticilla fuliginosa, Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 180; Blythe J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 134; 
Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 29 ; Jerd. B. Bid. ii. p. 142. Ruticilla plumbea, 
Ely Ik, J. A . S. B. xvi. p. 134. Rhyacornis fuliginosa, Stanford, J. A. S. B. 
xli. pt. i. p. 51; Bl. and Wald . B • Burnt, p. 101 ; Brooks, Sir. F. 1875, 
p.240; Inglis, Sir. F. 1877, p. 37 - Nymphaeus fuliginosus, Nests 

and Eggs, Ind. B. p. 322 ; Oates, B. Br. Burnt, i. p. 284.—The Plumbeous 
Water-Robin. 

Pfale, _The whole plumage dull cyaneous ; upper and lower tail coverts, 

vent and tail bright chestnut; wings black, edged externally with bluish or light 
slaty grey ; a frontal line and feathers in front of the eye blackish ; bill black ; 
gape fleshy white ; irides dark brown; feet dark horny brown; claws black. 

Length . —4'5 inches; wing 3*05 ; tail 2M ; tarsus 0*9 ; culmen 0*45. 

The female is dull bluish brown above, the upper and under tail coverts 
white; tail feathers white at base, brown at the tips, the white increasing 
obliquely toward the outer tail feather, which is entirely white, except a narrow 
edging along the outer web and a small brown tip to the inner one ; two 
centre tail feathers rufous brown ; wing coverts like the back, and tipped with a 
small spot of ashy white; primary coverts dark brown ; lores buffy white, 
mottled with dusky bases to the feathers ; orbital ring of feathers dull rufous ; 
ear coverts dull ashy brown, with broad white shaft streaks ; whole lower 
plumage ashy brown, each feather centred with whitish and margined with 
paler ashy; tertiaries brown, edged with rufescent and tipped with whitish. 

Length .— 4*5 inches; wing 2*6; tail 1-9; tarsus 0-85; culmen 0-45. 

Hab.— The Himalayas, ranging to China and Mongolia. It is found in 
South China, the hill tracts of Eastern Bengal, and along the whole range of 
the Himalayas from Assam to the North-West. 

According to Jerdon it lives entirely along rivers and mountain-torrents, 
and may often be seen on a wet and slippery rock just above a boiling rapid ; 
it climbs up the wet rocks with great facility, and, every now arid then alight¬ 
ing on a rock, it spreads its tail, but does not vibrate it like some of the 
Redstarts. Its flight is rapid and direct. It feeds on various aquatic insects 
and larvae, some kinds of which are always found just at the edge of the water, 
and which a wave often leaves behind it on a rock. I he nest, made chiefly 
of moss, is placed on the shelf of a rock, or in a hole in a bank, and the eggs, 
3 to 5 in number, are faint green, marked with pale reddish brown. 





Gen. Oreicola —Bonap. 

Bill much as in Prat incola, but longer and deeper, and barely depressed at 
base; nostrils rounded, situated in a groove, with a few nareal bristles covering 
them; rictus strongly bristled; second primary longer than the secondaries; 
wing rounded, about equal to the tail in length; 1st quill short; 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th graduated, the 4th longest. 

231 . Oreicola Jerdoni, Blyth, Ibis, 1S67, p. 14; Beavan , /. c. p. 449 ; 
Blanford , Ibis > 1870, p. 466 ; Blyth and Walden , B. Bunn., p. 101 ; 
Sharpe, Cat.B. Br. Mus . iv. p. 264. Rhodophila melanoleuca, Jerd. B.Ind . 
ii. p. 128 ; iii. p. 872, No. 487. — The Black and White Bush-Chat. 

Entire plumage above, including the thighs, glossy black; entire under 
surface pure white ; under wing coverts and axillaries black, with broad white, 
edgings ; bill and legs black; iris dark brown. 

Length. —5*4 inches; wing 2-55 ; tail 2*6; tarsus 0’8 ; culmen 0*5. 

The female is brown above, tinged with rufous, especially on the rump and 
upper tail coverts; tail brown, edged paler; wings and their coverts brown, 
edged with rufous ; sides of the head mixed ashy and brown, the top of head 
with dark centres ; under surface of body uniform pale fulvous ; thighs brown; 
under wing coverts brown ; axillaries ashy, tinged with fulvous. 

Length. —5*2 inches; wing 2-5 ; tail 2*5 ; tarsus o*8 ; culmen 0-5. 

Ilab. N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, and British Burmah. Jerdon procured 
this species in Porneah, near the banks of the Ganges, and subsequently along 
the reedy edge of some of the rivers in Eastern Bengal and Cachar. Mr. W. 
Blanford obtained it in Burmah in long elephant grass, and Dr. Anderson 
found it near Bhamo in Upper Burmah. 

232. Oreicola ferrea, Hodgs. in Gray's Misc. p. 83 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. 
Br. Mus. iv. p. 2 66; Oates , B . Br. Burm. i.p. 283. Saxicola ferrea, i Hodgs. 
Icon . vied. Passeres , pi. 97. Pratincola ferrea, Bly. J. A. S. B . xvi. p. 129; 
Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 1 27, No. 486; Hume, Nests and Eggs, p. 318; Buwc 
and Henderson, Lahore to Yarkand, p. 205, pi. xii ; BL B. Burm. p. 101 , 
Hume, Str. F. iii. p. 135; Brooks , Str. F. iii. p. 239; Hume, Sir. F. viii, 
P* 99 * Scully, Sir. F. iii. p. 301.—The Dark-grey Bush-Chat. 

Male . — Entire head above, back and scapulars black, each feather with a 
broad edging of deep grey; sides of the head and chin black; rump grey with¬ 
out any black ; upper tail coverts black, edged with grey ; wings black, each 
feather of the coverts and tertiarics broadly, and the primaries and secondaries 
narrowly edged with grey, the inner median coverts tipped with white, the 
inner greater coverts wholly white ; tail black, edged with grey on both webs ; 
supercilium whitish; lower plumage while, with a greyish tinge on the breast 
and flanks. In winter dress males have the feathers of the tipper plumage 
fringed with rusty, and the black centres to the feathers indistinct; rump 
28 
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grey; rest of plumage as in summer. The female is the same throughout the 
year. The whole upper plumage is reddish brown, turning to chestnut on 
the upper tail coverts; the wings and tail are brown, broadly edged with 
chestnut brown; the sides of the head are reddish brown, mottled with black ; 
the chin and throat are whitish ; the remainder of the lower plumage buffy, 
more or less pure, according to the age of the plumage. 

Length. —5*2 inches; wing 2*55 ; tail 2*45 ; tarsus 0*85 ; culmenO‘55. 

Hab. —India and the Burmese countries, ranging eastward into China. 
(Sharpe.) According to Jerdon it is found throughout the whole extent of the 
Himalayas, and is tolerably common about Darjeeling. It has been recorded 
from Arrakan, from Prome in Pegu, and Tounghoo in the hills, also from 
Karin. Davison says it is rare in the northern portions of Tenasserim. He 
procured specimens in the pine forests of Salween, and Captain Bingham in 
the Thoungyecn Valley. It is also recorded from the N. W, Provinces of 
India, Oudh, Bengal, and Nepaul. 

The Grey Bush-Chat is said to affect the outskirts of forests and brushwood. 
It has a pleasing song. Breeds throughout the Himalayas from Murree to 
Bhootan during April and May, also June and July, two broods being rared in 
the same nest. The nest is placed on the ground under a dense bush, or .in a 
hole in a bank ; it is cup-shaped, and is composed of grass, twigs or moss, and 
lined with fine grass roots, horse-hair or fur. Eggs 4 to 5 in number, similar 
to those of Prat incola maura . 

Gen. Chelidorynx.— Hodgs. 

Bill short, broad, suddenly compressed at tip, much deflected and barely 
notched; nostrils covered by long and fine nareal bristles ; gape with long 
rictal bristles ; wings rounded ; the 1st four quills graduated ; tail long, round¬ 
ed, firm ; tarsus rather short; feet feeble; lateral toes slightly unequal. (Jerd.). 

233 - Chelidorynx hypoxantha, Blyth, J . A. S. B. xii. p. 935 ; 
Hodgs., Drawing , No. 386 ; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 455 > No. 294; Hume> Nests 
and Eggs , p. 204 ; Wald, in Blyth , B. Bunn. p. 132 ; Hume , Sir . F. viii. p. 93 ; 
Scully , Sir. F. viii. p. 275 ; Sharpe , Cat. B . Br. Mus. iv. p. 279 ; Oates , B. 
Br. Burnt, i. p. 269.—The Yellow-bellied Fantail. 

Forehead, a broad supercilium, and the whole lower plumage bright yellow ; 
lores, feathers round the eye, cheeks and ear coverts dark brown, tinged with 
green, the shafts of the latter whitish; tail brown with conspicuous white 
shafts, and all the feathers, except the central ones, tipped with white; upper 
plumage and wing coverts olive brown ; wings brown, narrowly margined with 
olive brown; bill black above, the lower mandible yellow; irides brown; 
gape orange ; feet brownish reddish. (Jerd.) 

Hab. —Eastern Himalayas, Khasia Hills, and Burmah. 
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The Yellow-bellied Fantail has been found at Darjeeling, in. Bhootan, be¬ 
tween Simla and Mussoorie, and throughout the Indo-Burmese countries. 
Dr. Jerdon says : “ This pretty little Fantail is found in Nepaul, Sikkim, and 
Bhootan. It affects high altitudes from 6,000 to 8,000 feet and upwards. 
It frequents the skirts of large woods and low trees by the roadsides, either 
in pairs or small flocks. It is very lively and active, making short sallies after 
insects with a low pleasant twitter/' A nest brought to him after the young 
had flown was an exceedingly neat deep cup, made of moss and lichens, also 
hair and wool, well carded into a compact structure. The breeding season 
(vide Hume , Nests and Eggs') is May and June. Eggs white, faintly speckled. 

Gen. Rhipidura — Vig. and Hors/. 

Plumage of the head full, no elongated crest; bill rather long, depressed, 
wide, except at tip, which is slightly hooked and notched ; nostrils overhung 
by long nareal bristles ; rictal bristles long and slender ; wings with the first 4 
quills unequally graduated; tail lengthened, rounded or graduated ; tarsus 
moderate; lateral toes unequal, 

234 . Rllipidura albicollis, Vieill N. Hid, dHist. Nat. xxvii. 
p. 13O ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 3 17 ; Oates , B. Bunn. i. p. 266. 
Rhipidura fuscoventris, Frankl. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 117; Jerd. Ill . bid. Orn. 
(text to pi. ii ); Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii. p. 935, xv. p. 290 ; Jerd . B. hid. 
i. p. 451, No. 291 ; Cock . and MarshSir. F. 1873, i. p. 352 ; Ball, Sir. F. 
1874, p. 404; Brooks , Sir. F. 1875, p. 235. Leucocerca fuscoventris, Hume, 
Nests and Eggs, Ind. B . p. 200, No. 291. Leucocerca albicollis, Wald, in 
Blyth, B. Burm. p. 132; Hume, Sir. F. iii. p. 103; Cripps, Sir. F. vii. 
p. 276; Hume, Str. F . viii. p. 92; ix. p. 174 (footnote).—The White- 
throated Fantail. 

Crown, lores, sides of the head, face and chin deep black; supercilium 
white; throat extending to the sides of the neck white, the bases of the 
feathers black, causing the white to appear dull; rest of the plumage dark 
sooty brown, paler on the wing ; tail dark brown, all but the central pair of 
feathers broadly tipped with white ; bill and legs black. 

Length.—J 5 inches; wing 2-9 to 3’i; tail 4; tarsus07 to 075 ; oilmen 07. 

The young are browner in colour, the feathers tipped with rufescent, the 
under surface washed with the same at the edges of the feathers. 

Hah.’— India and Burmah, also Cashmere and throughout the Himalayas. 

The White-throated Fantail is spread over nearly all India. It is found in 
the Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Central India, the Deccan, parts of 
South India, in British Burmah and Nepaul. Jerdon says: “It is very abun¬ 
dant at Darjeeling in the spring and summer, descending to the valleys and plains 
in winter. According to Oates it is spread sparingly over the whole of Pegu, 
and as in India generally a permanent resident. It has been procured in the 
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Karin Hills. Davison got it in Tenasserim, where he says it is apparently 
confined to the forests of the outer Tenasserim range and adjacent spurs. It 
is said to occur commonly in Arrakan, also in Sikkim. It is generally seen in 
pairs flitting restlessly about trees, catching small insects on the wing; has 
a sharp twittering note not unlike that of M. paradisi, and is continually 
snapping its beak, going from branch to branch with a short, jerky, tumbling 
flight. It has the peculiar habit of dancing about with tail outspread. 

The Fantail breeds throughout India and in the wooded sub-Himalayan 
tracts, also in all the warmer valleys of the outer Himalayan ranges from Debroo- 
ghur to Murree, in Eastern and lower Bengal, and in the forest districts of 
Central India, in Raipoor, and the tributary mehals, and doubtless in suitable 
localities throughout Southern India. The breeding season lasts from May 
to July. The nest is a solid, compact, tiny structure, made of grass and coated 
with cobwebs, and placed in a fork of a tree not far from the ground. In 
shape it is like an inverted cone. The eggs, three in number, are oval, fawn- 
yellowish or greenish white, marked with grey specks and spots; size 0*65 X 
0-49. 

Rhipidura perlaia (S. Mull.) is described from Borneo and Sarawak, but as 
it is not certain whether the specimens were from the portions of country 
belonging to the British, it is not included in the Avifauna. The upper 
surface is of a dark slate colour, duller on the external edges of the wing 
coverts ; upper tail coverts black ; cheeks, throat and breast slaty grey spotted 
with white, the latter with large ovate spots ; centre of abdomen and under tail 
coverts white. 

Hab. —The Malay Peninsula, Java, Sumatra and Borneo. 

235 . Rhipidura javaniea, Sparrm ., Mus. Carls. iii. pi. 75 ; Sharpe, 
Cat . B. Br. Mus. vi. p. 332; Oates , B. Br. Burnt . i. p. 267. Lcucocerca 
javaniea, Salvad. Ucc , Borneo, p. 135; Bl . B . Bunn, p. 132; Hume and 
Dav., Str. F. vi. p. 226; Hume , Str. F. viii. p. 92 ; ix. p. 175 (footnote). 
Leucoccrca infum ala, Hume , Str. F. i. j>. 455 ; Tiueedd . Ibis , 1877, P' 316,— 
The Javan Fantail. 

Male. —Forehead, crown and sides of the head sooty brown ; the whole 
upper plumage and the wings brown, washed with rufous ; tail dark brown, 
the four outer pairs of feathers broadly tipped with white, the pair next these 
narrowly tipped white; supercilium white ; chin and a band across the upper 
breast blackish brown; flanks, thighs and axillaries brown, the latter broadly 
edged with white ; under wing coverts mixed black and white; the rest of 
the lower plumage white; bill black, fleshy at base of losver mandible ; irides 
brown. 

Length. —7*5 inches; wing 3 ; tail 3'6 ; tarsus 075; culmen 07. 
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The female has the lower plumage from the breast downwards tinged with 
buff j tail dark brown with reddish shafts, all but the two centre feathers tipped 
with white; supercilium as in the male. 

Length. —7*2 ; wing 2*85 ; tail 3*5 ; tarsus o 75, culmen 0*6. 

Ilad. —Indo-Chinese countries, Tenasserim and Cochin-China, ranging 
down the Malayan Peninsula to the Sunda Islands. (Sharpe.) The British 
Museum possesses specimens from East and West Java, Sumatra, Labuan, 
Sarawak, Penang, Malacca, Tenasserim and Saigon (Cochin-China). Oates 
says it was recorded from Mergui by Blyth. Davison met with it in Tenasserim 
in the neighbourhood of the sea coast from Tavoy southwards. It extends 
also to Siam. 

236. Rhipidura peetoralis, Jtrd. Ill bid. Om. (text to pi. ii.) • 
Sharpe , Cat . B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 335. Leucocerca peetoralis (Jerdi), Blyth , 
J' A • B. xii. p. 935 ; Jerd. B. lnd. i. p. 453, No. 293; Butler } Sir . F. 
xS 75 » P- 466; Hume, Nests and Eggs, bid. B. p. 203; id. Sir . F. 1876, 
PP- 4 IS- 42 I. Rhipidura fuscovcntris, Syhes,P. Z. S. 1832^.85. Leucocerca 
leucogaster, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 371 - Fairbank, Sir. F. t 1876, p. 257.—The 

Whitk-spottkd Fan tail. 

Whole head, sides of the face and. car coverts, also chin and collar 
across the lower throat, black; sides of the breast blackish, the lower part 
barred with half concealed ovate spots of white; supercilium from the base of 
the bill white; quills ashy brown on their edges, tail the same, but paler to¬ 
wards the tips of the feathers, which are huffy w'hite j under surface, except the 
black collar, creamy buff, deeper on the under tail coverts; thighs brown, also 
the axillaries, which are ochraceous externally ; bill and feet black ; iris dark 
brown. 

Length .—7 inches; wing 2*85 ; tail 3*85 ; tarsus 075 ; culmen 0*45. 

Hab. South India and Guzerat, also the Deccan (Fairbank), Fgutpoora. 
Mr. Blanford notes it from the Godaveri Valley, and Jerdon from the Neilgher- 
ries. It has the usual habits of the genus, and utters a feeble warbling song. 
Captain Butler says it is very common at Mount Aboo. It breeds in March and 
April, during which months he took many nests. The nest is described as a very 
neat cup, made of fine dry grass stems, thickly coated exteriorly with cobwebs, 
many of which are fastened to neighbouring twigs' to support the nest. The 
low'er part often terminates in a fine tapering point. The nest is usually placed 
in the fork of one of the small branches of some low thick bush, about three 
feet from the ground (sometimes 6 or 7 feet), often overhanging a small stream 
or dry nulla. The eggs, usually three in number, are rather round ovals, of a 
huffy white color, surrounded at the large end with a zone of lavender and olive 
brown spots and blotches. When the nest is being robbed the parents evince 
the greatest possible anxiety, and fly in great excitement about the nest near 
enough to be caught by the hand. 
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237- Rhipidura albifrontata, Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 
338 ; Oates, B. Br. Bunn., i. p. 268 ; Murray, Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 129. 
Rhipidura albofrontata, Frankl., P. Z. S. 1831, p. 116; Blyih, J. A. S. B. 
xii. p. 93s. Leucocerca albofrontata, Jerd., Madras Journ., xi. p. 12; id. B. 
Ind. i. p. 452 ; Hume, Nests and Eggs, p. 201; BTyth and Wald, B. Burnt. 
Leucocerca aureola, Hume, Sir. F. i. p. 43 6 ! “»• P- 104 5 viii. p. 92. Leuco¬ 
cerca burmannica, Hume, Str. F. ix. p. 1 75 (footnote).— The White-browed 
Fantail. 


Head, neck, lores, and sides of the face slaty black; a broad frontal band, 
extending over the eyes to the nape, white ; throat white, the feathers black at 
their bases; lower throat black, slightly edged with white; back and wing- 
coverts ashy brown, the latter, including the primary coverts, tipped with trian¬ 
gular spots of white ; axillaries dark brown, edged with whitish; breast, 
abdomen, under tail and thigh coverts white, the feathers of the latter with black 
bases ; tail dark brown, all, except the centre ones, broadly tipped white ; bill 
and legs black ; irides deep brown. 

Length ,—6 to 67 inches ; bill at front 0*5 • wing 3*3 to 3*15; tail 3*6 ; tarsus 
075 - 

Hah ,—India generally and Ceylon to Burmah, Pegu and N. W. Hima¬ 
layas. Common in the Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Central India, Raj- 
putana, Kutch, Kattiawar and Jodhpore; also in Southern India, the Concan 
and Deccan, especially in gardens. Breeds in Sind from March to August. 
The nest is a very neat cup, made of fine fibres, &c., covered on the outside 
and inside with cobweb, and usually attached towards the end of a low bianch. 
Eggs 2 to 3 in number, not unlike those of the preceding. 


Gen. Torpsiphone.-'G/^;'. 

Bill long, wide, depressed at base, narrowing at tip, hooked and notched ; 
the culmen keeled; rictal bristles numerous, long and stout, not reaching be¬ 
yond half the length of the bill; wings rather long and somewhat pointed; tail 
long, cuneate, with the central feathers greatly elongated in the males. Head 
crested. 

238. Terpsiphone paradisi, Linn. Syst. Nat. \. p. 224; Sharpe , 
Cat. Passer if. p. 347; Cat. Mus. Heine . Th. i. p. 5 »; Muscicapa paradisi, 
Cuv. Regne. Anim . 1817, i. p. 344; Sykes , P. Z. S. 1832, p. S4 ; Jerd. III. 
Ind. Orn. pi. 7. Tchitrea paradisi, Less. Traite, p. 386 ; Gray, Gen . B . i. 
p. 259; Hume, Ibis, 1869, p. 9; Jerd. B. Ind. p. 444 . No. 2SS ; Str. F. 
1873, pp. 403,474; 1875, p. 102; Murray Ildbk. Zool, <yc. p. 138 .—The 
Paradise Fly-Catcher. 

Adult Male. —Head with a long occipital crest; sides of face, neck, and 
entire throat glossy steel green; above and below pure white, some of the 
feathers more or less black shafted ; quills black, externa ) v ute, the edges of 
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the innermost quills white, with a longitudinal dark mark down the centre ; 
tail white, with black shafts and narrow blackish edgings to the feathers ; middle 
tail feathers elongated; 12-13 inches in length. 


Adult Female .—Crown of head and crest glossy greenish black ; lores, sides 
of face, sides of neck, and throat greyish; rest of under surface of body 
white ; the flanks greyish and tinged with rufous; back, wing coverts and 
inner secondaries bay ; tail light chestnut; bill bluish; legs and feet pale blue ; 
irides dark brown. 


Length of Male .—Including elongated tail feathers 17 inches; bill 0*85 ; 
wing 3*65 ; tail 5 * 5 ; middle-feathers 13. Female, length 7*5 5 wing 3*45 ; 
tail 4. 

Hal ).—India and Ceylon to Nepaul and Cashmere. Abundant on the 
Malabar Coast and in Southern India. Occurs in the Punjab, N. W. Pro¬ 
vinces, Oudh, Bengal, Rajputana, Central India, Kutch, Kattiawar, Jodhpore 
and N. Guzerat. In Sind it is a winter visitant, arriving in September. 

The Paradise Fly-Catcher is more or less a permanent resident of forest and 
wooded districts of India, and although it occurs in open districts as Sind and 
Rajputana, it is only a winter visitant in those parts. The highest elevation 
it has been found at is about 5,500 feet. Jerdon says it is very partial to bamboo 
jungle. In its habits it is restless and wandering, flitting continually front 
branch to branch and tree to tree, and feeds on flies and other insects, always 
capturing them on the wing, sometimes picking them off a leaf or bough. It 
breeds throughout the outer ranges of the Himalayas, in the warmer valleys, 
up to 5,500 feet, also in the Dhoon Terai, Oudh, and the Central Provinces. The 
season lasts from May to July. The nest is cup-shaped, and composed of 
moss, fibres, and grass, ornamented on the outside with white silky cocoons. 
Eggs 3 to 4 in number, longish oval in shape; in color pinkish white, speckled 
with brownish red ; size o’8i X 0*6. 


In regard to the change of plumage of the Paradise Fly-Catcher, I entirely 
agree with Mr. Sharpe’s views, viz., that the changes are not seasonal but 
due to age. 


The nestlings in their first dress has a dull chestnut plumage, with the under 
surface of the body (abdomen) white, and this is the plumage of the females 
of the first year, except that the sides of the breast are greyish. In the 
second year the chestnut becomes duller, and this is the first stage of the 
males, which also have the steel green crown, crest and throat. In the following- 
stage the long red tail is acquired, the quills and primary coverts are edged 
with white, and the inner secondaries only retain some of the rufous of the 
back. This is certainly the breeding plumage of the male in the second 
year. It is during the third year that the male changes to the full white 
plumage during autumn. Once the white plumage is assumed there is no 
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further change, either by moult or other means, and the birds are said to breed 
and live throughout the rest of their lives in their white plumage. 

239. Terpsiplione affinis, (A. Hay), Bl. J . a. S. B . xv. p. 292; 
Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus . iv. p. 349 5 Oates, B . 1Hr. Bunn. i. p. 261. Tchitrea 
affinis (A. Hay), Jtrd. B. 2nd. i. p. 448, No. 289; Hume , Sir. F. ii. 
p. 216. Tchitrea paradisi (Lin.), Hume, Sir. F. iii. p. 102. Muscipeta affinis, 
Hume and Dav ., Str . F. vi. p. 223, viii. p. 92 ; Scully, Sir. F\ viii. p. 274.— 
The Burmese Paradise Fly-Catcher. 

Male. —The whole head and neck black, glossed with blue ; lower plumage, 
axillaries and under wing coverts pure white; back, scapulars, rump and 
upper wing coverts white, w'ith indistinct blackish shaft stripes ; lesser and 
median wing coverts white, the shafts conspicuously black; greater' coverts 
and the tertiaries white, the shafts and a portion of the webs on either side black ; 
primaries black, edged with white; secondaries black, very broadly edged with 
•white on both webs, the white increasing in extent as the feathers approach 
the body; tail white ; the shafts black, except on the central pair, where the 
shafts turn white towards the tip; all the tail feathers finely margined with 
black. The female has the forehead and crown black ; the sides of the head, the 
chin, throat, breast and a collar round the neck ashy; the abdomen white, 
tinged with buff; the flanks and under tail coverts buff; the whole upper 
plumage, lesser wing coverts and tail chestnut; the median and greater 
coverts and all the quills brown edged with chestnut; the long tail feathers 
are wanting at all seasons. Young birds of both sexes are similar to the 
female. The young male in its second year loses the buff tinge on the abdo¬ 
men, the ashy parts become darker, and the central tail feathers are replaced 
by long ones. In this plumage the male probably breeds for the first time ; 
subsequently the chin and throat, as well as the sides of the head, turn blacky 
and the white plumage of the adult is assumed either by a moult or, as is very 
probable, a change in the colour of the feathers only. 

Iris hazel-brown; eyelids plumbeous, the edges tumid and rich blue; inside 
of mouth yellow ; bill blue ; the tip and anterior half of the margins black ; 
legs plumbeous blue, claws dark horn colour. 

Length of breeding males as much as 18 inches ; of females and non¬ 
breeding males about 8 to 9; tail 4; wing 3*6; tarsus o*68; bill from gape I. 

The tail in adult males is frequently 14 inches in length. (Oates.) 

The Burmese Paradise Fly-Catcher is generally distributed over Burmah. In 
the plains of Pegu it occurs in large numbers in September and October, in 
which months it appears to be migrating locally. To the south it extends 
down the Malay Peninsula to the islands of Sumatra, Java, and Borneo, also 
Flores, and Dr. Tiraud mentions that it is found in Cochin-China. To the 
north it occurs in the Indo-Burmese countries, ranging into the Himalayas as 
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far as Nepaul. It afTccts the well-wooded parts of the country, and is more 
abundant in heavy forest and bamboo jungle than elsewhere. Like T. paradisi 
it is generally seen in pairs. At the period of local migration considerable 
numbers associate together for a short time. Oates says its nest has not yet 
been found. 

Gen. Philentoma — Fyton. 

General characters of Terpsiphone. 

Wing longer than the tail; second primary shorter than the secondaries, 
the third equal to the latter; wing rounded; the distance between the 
primaries and the secondaries not so great as the length of the oilmen. 

240. Pllilentoma velatum (Tem.) Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv 
p. 36-5 ; Blyth , Cat. B. Mus. A. S. B. p. 204 ; Jerd. B. Bid. i. p. 449 ; 
Walden , Ibis , 1872, p. 573; Sharpe , Ibis, 1877, P- ! 9 ! I Hume and Daw 1S78, 
p. 224; Hume , Sir. F. viii. p. 92; Oates , B. Br. Burnt, i. p. 263.—-The 
Maroon-breasted Fly-Catcher. 

Male. —General colour bright greyish or indigo blue ; forehead, lores, chin, 
cheeks and a narrow supercilium black; ring round the eye, ear coverts and 
upper half of the throat also black; lower half of throat and breast rich 
maroon ; quills black; the outer webs broadly margined with indigo blue ; 
tertiaries like the back and with black shafts ; central tail feather indigo blue, 
the rest black on the inner web and blue on the outer; bill black ; feet dark 
greenish black ; iris crimson. 

Length.—T$ inches ; wing 3*85 ; tail 3*3 ; tarsus 075 ; culmen 075. 

The female is dull indigo blue throughout, except on the wings and tail, 
which are as in the male. The base of the forehead, lores, cheeks, throat 
and breast black. 

Length. —7*9 inches; wing 3-8 ; tail 3*5 ; tarsus 07; culmen 07. 

The following is a description by Mr. Hume of a young male: “Entire 
head and neck all round, chin, throat, breast and, in fact, all the lower pails, a 
dull chestnut, with only here and there on the lower parts patches of new dull 
cyaneous feathers appearing; median and the secondary and tertiary greater 
coverts tipped with chestnut.” 

Hah. —Southern half of the Tcnasserim Provinces, Malayan Peninsula, 
Sumatra, and Borneo. (Sharpe.) Recorded by Mr. Sharpe as from Malacca, 
Sumatra, Sarawak, and Bintulu (N. W. Borneo). 

. Oates says the Maroon-breasted Fly-Catcher occurs in Tcnasserim, andUat 
Mr. Davison met with it at numerous places from Meotan, at the foot of the 
Mooleyit. to Malewoon at the extreme south. It is a constant resident* 
According to Davison it keeps entirely to the evergreen forests, never straying 
29 
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even to their outskirts. It has always been met with in pairs. It has a harsh, 
grating, metallic-sounding note. Mr. Hume in vol. ix. } p. 113, describes an 
allied species from the Malayan Peninsula as P, intermedium . 


241 . Philentoma pyrrhopterum (Tem.) Sharpe, Cat. B. Br . 
Mus . iv. p, 366 ; jferd. B. Bid. i. p. 449 > Salvad, Ucc. Born . i. p. 138 ; flume 
and Day., vi. p. 223 ; flume, Str. F. viii. p. 92; Oates, B. Br. Burm. 
i. p. 264. Philcntoma castaneum, Eyton, Ann. Nat. Hist., Ser. i. xvi. p. 22O; 
Sharpe, Ibis, 1S77, p, 19.—The Chestnut-winged Fly-Catcher. 

Male .—Whole head and neck, the breast, back, and lesser wing coverts 

bluish grey or indigo blue, less deep on the forehead and over the eye; lower 
back and rump rufesccnt grey; upper tail coverts, tail, some of the outer 
webs of the scapulars, the tertiarics and most of the outer webs of the secon¬ 
daries bright chestnut; remainder of the quills dark brown ; the outer webs 
of the primaries margined with greyish blue, in some v h a reddish tinge; 
primary covetts blue centred with blackish; greater wing coverts chestnut; 
lower plumage pale bull, becoihing paler on the vent and under tail coverts; 
bill black; irides crimson. 

Length. 6‘8 to 7 5 ; wing y 12 to ySy ; tail 2*75 to 3*3 ; tarsus 075. 

1 he female has the forehead, crown, nape and sides of the head dull bluish 

or greenish grey ; the back, scapulars, lesser and median wing coverts, rump 
and upper tail coverts dull earthy brown ; chin, throat and breast fulvous 
v. lut'.*, more distinctly bully at the base of the throat; rest of under surface 

f.ordid while, with more or loss of a creamy tinge, washed with fulvcsceilt ; 

winy*; and tail as in the male; edge of the wing and covert's immediately 

under it blue; wing lining pale pinkish buff; legs dark greenish black; 
irides crimson. 

Length. —6*75 to 7 9 > wing 3 8 to 3*12 ; tail 2*62 to 3 ; tarsus 0*65 to 7; 
culmen 072 to 0-95. 

IJab. The Chestnut-winged Fly-Catcher occurs in the extreme south of 
f l enasserim, where it was observed by Davison in the evergreen forests about 
Bankasodn and Malewoon. It extends down the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra, 
Malacca, and Borneo, and Dr. Tiraud records it from Cochin-China. Davison 
says its habits are similar to those of P. vela turn. 

Gen. Culicicapa -—Sw inhoe. 

Head subcrested; bill moderately broad, flattened, outline bowed in 
towards the tip; nareal bristles long and strong; rictal bristles slightly shorter; 
wing rather pointed ; 1st quill shorter than the second ; 4U1 and 51I1 very little 
longer than the third ; tarsus short, feeble ; tail nearly even. 

242 . Culicicapa ceylononsis, S?i'uinw», Z -l. Ill . Ser. i. pi. X] \\ t . 
Sharp*, Cut . li, Br. Mus* iv. p. 3/19; Oates , IK Br. Burm., i. p. 274 
Hume, Sir. F, viii. p 92; Scully, Sir, F. viii. !’• -75 i B. Ceylon, 
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p. 410. Cryplolopha cincreocapilla, ( Hutton ) J. A. S. B. xvii. p. 689; Jerd. 
B. Bid . i. p. 455, No. 295. Myiolestes cincreocapilla (Vie///.), Hume . Nests 
and Eggs, Bid. B. p. 205 ; Ba/I, Sir. F. 1874, pp. 404, 406; Wald , B. 
Burnt, p. 132. Culicicapa cinereocapilla, Hume, Sir. F. iii. p. 104.—'The 
Gkey-iieaded Fly- Catc h er. 

Head, neck and breast ashy, darker on the crown, where the feathers are 
dark centred; under surface bright yellow; the under wing coverts slightly 
paler; lores and edges of the eyelids whitish; back, rump, scapulars and upper 
tail coverts greenish yellow ; wings and their coverts dark brown ; the outer 
webs of all the feathers, except the first two primaries, edged with bright 
greenish yellow ; the lesser wing coverts more broadly edged with the same on 
both webs ; tail dark brown, the outer webs of all except the outer pair edged 
with greenish yellow; bill brown, paler at gape ; mouth yellow ; iris dark 
hazel; legs yellowish brown. 

Blab .—The greater portion of India and Ceylon, extending through the 
Burmese countries down the Malay Peninsula to the islands of Java, the 
Philippines, and Celebes. (Sharpe.) According to Jerdon the Grey-headed Fly¬ 
catcher is dispersed from the Himalayas to the Neilgherries, and spreads on 
the other side of the Bay through Assam, into Arrakan, Burmah, and Tenas- 

scrim. In South India, on the summit of the Neil.nhurrios, it is very connmm. 
Towards the north and in Central India it is occasionally met with, and is not 

rare in Lower Bengal. Oates found it spread over the whole of Pegu as 1 
winter Visitor, l>utli in the hills and plains. Davison stales it is generally distri- 

buled throughout the whole of Tenasscrim, Captain Bingham found it in the 

Thoungycen Valley, and Captain Wardlaw-Ramsay in the hills in Karin. It 
prefers rather dense jungle in general, or shady groves and tangled thicket.*-, is 
tolerably active and lively, making frequent sallies after small insects. It is 
often seen in small parties, occasionally singly or in pairs, and has a pleasant, 
but feeble, chirping song. It breeds in the Himalayas and in the Neilgherries at 
considerable elevations. Hutton obtained a nest at Mussoorie. It was placed 
against the trunk of a tree. It is sometimes placed against a rock. In shape the 
nest is like a watch-pocket, made of moss, and fixed to the moss of the tree by 
spider’s web and lined with fine fibres. It breeds during April and May. The 
eggs, 4 in number, are dingy yellowish white, minutely spotted with pale green¬ 
ish brown, or purplish grey, with a broad ring of the sdme near the large end; 
size 0-62 x o’4§. 

Gen, Cryptolopha.— Swaink. 

Bill depressed, rather wide ; culmcn moderately keeled ; rictal bristles well 
developed ; nostrils concealed by bristles. 

243. Cryptolopha burlrii, Sharpe. Cal . B. Br. Mas. iv. p. 3 05 . 

Sylvia burkii, Burton , P. Z. S ., 1835, p. 153. CulicepcU btukig /:' r/A, J\ 

A. S B. xii. p. 968 ; Jerd. B. Bid. ii. p. 100. No. $<■") ; B/yl/i and Walden. 

B. Bunn , p. 107 j Sir. F. iii. p. i.jo,—The Brack- urowed Warrier, 
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Above bright yellowish olive green, rather brighter on the rump and upper 
tail coverts ; wing coverts like the back, the greater series tipped with yellow, 
forming an indistinct bar across the w'ing; the quills ashy brown with yellow¬ 
ish green margins, less distinct on the secondaries ; tail feathers ashy brown, 
margined with yellowish green, the inner web of the outermost nearly all 
white, also the terminal half of the next; crown of the head yellowish green, 
on each side of which is a broad black band slightly shaded with grey below; 
lores, eyebrow and sides of face olive yellow; round the eye a circlet of 
* bright yellow feathers; cheeks, sides of the neck, under wing coverts and 
under surface of the body bright yellow ; bill dusky above, beneath amber ; 
legs brownish yellow 7 ; irides dark brown. 

Length.— 4 to 4*3 inches; wing 2*2 ; tail 175 to 1 85 ; tarsus 07 ; culmcn 
°'5* 

The female is much duller in colour. 

J/ci Northern India, ranging to Nepaul. 

The Black-brow r ed Warbler occurs in the N. W. Provinces of India, also in 
Oudh. The specimens in the National collection are from between Simla and 
Mussoorie, Nepaul, Behar, Darjeeling, and Bhootan. Jerdon, quoting Blyth, 
says “ it is not uncommon in the neighbourhood of Calcutta during the cold 
season, and, like the rest of its tribe, retires to the sub-Himalayan region to 
breed.” Of its nidification there is no record. 

244- Cryptolopha cantatrix, Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 397. 
Motacilla cantator, Tick, J. A. S. B. ii. p. 576. Culicepeta cantator, Jerd. B. 
hid. ii. p. 200, No. 57O; Scebohm, Ibis , 1S78, p. 490. Abrornis cantator, IItime. 
Nests and -Eggs, hid. B. p. 370; id. Sir . F. viii. p. 102; Ball, Sir. F. 1874, 
p. 415. Abrornis chrysea, Wald, in Blyth's B. Bunn. p. 106; Hume, Sir. 
F. 1877, p. 56. Cryptolopha cantator, Oates , B. Btirm. i. p. 270.—The 
Lesser Black-browed Fly-Catcher. 

Olive green above, yellower on the rump and upper tail coverts; chin, lores, 
throat, checks, supercilia, sides of neck, lower tail coverts and edge of the wing 
bright yellow ; quills dusky brown, externally edged with bright yellow, greyish 
at the end of the primaries ; greater wing coverts edged and tipped with yellow, 
forming a bar across the wing ; tail feathers light brown, externally edged with 
olive yellow ; the outer feathers edged with white towards the tip of the inner 
web; crown of head olive yellow 7 , on each side of which a brpad black band 
extending from the base of the bill to the sides of the nape ; feathers round 
the eye bright yellow ; a dusky spot in front of the eye ; breast yellow ; abdomen 
and flanks greyish white , or silky white ; vent, thighs and under tail coverts 
bright yellow; bill brown; the lower mandible yellowish white; legs brown 
or lleshy yellow ; irides hazel. 

Length.—yy to 4 inches ; wing 2'2S ; tail 17 to r8 ; oilmen 0-45 to o'5S, 
tarsus 0*65. 
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Hab. —Bengal, Central India, Assam, Nepaul and British Burmah. In the 
latter it has been obtained in the Karin Hills, near Tounghoo, by Captain 
Ward laW-Ramsay. Breeds in the Himalayas and Sikkim during May, and 
probably June also. A nest, containing a single egg, was sent to Mr. Hume 
in May from Sikkim. The egg was pure glossy white, oval in shape, and in 
size o*6 x o - 49- 

245 . Cryptolopha affinis {Hodgs.) Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. 
p.398. Culicepeta tephrocephala, AndersP.Z.S. 1S71, p. 213; Bl. and 
Wald., B. Bunn. p. 107; Anders. Yunnan Exped. p. 626, pi. 50 ; Plume, Str. 
F. 1874, p. 479; Hume and Dav ., Str. F. 1878, p. 358 ^Seebghrn, Ibis, 
1878, p. 490; Hume, Str. F. viii. p. 102 ; Dav. et. Oust. Ois Chine, p. 273 ; 
Oates, B. Burnt, i. p. 271. Abrornis aflinis ( Ilodgs. ), Jcrd. B. Ind. ii. p. 204, 
No. 576.—The Allied or Anderson's Warbler. 

Forehead, lores, cheeks, feathers above the eyes, the ear coverts, sides of 
the neck, back, rump and upper tail coverts yellowish green; a lyoad superci- 
lium and a streak on each side of the crown slate vcoloured; crown of 
head and nape ashy grey; wing coverts broadly''-margined with yellowish 
green; feathers on the edges of the eyelids and the whole lower plumage, also 
the under wing and tail coverts, bright yellow ;, primaries and secondaries 
sepia-brown, the outer webs margined with yellowish, green; wing coverts con- 
colorous with the back ; tertiarics the same; tail feathers sepia brown, the four 
central pairs washed with the same yellowish green’ as the back, the two outer 
pairs white for the whole extent of the inner web ; upper mandible brown, 
lower yellow; mouth yellow; feet and claw^ellotyish horn ; legs yellow. 

Length. —3’S to -4*25 ; wing 2'i to 2*2 ; tail 1*8 ; tarsus 07 to 075 ; bill from 
gape 0*65. 

Hab .—Eastern Himalayas, extending to'Nepaiilpthe Burmese countries and 
Western China. (Sharpe.) 

This Warbler, according to Oates, is very abundant throughout Tegu in the 
winter months. It has been obtained in the Karin Hills at 3,500 feet eleva¬ 
tion. In Tenasserim, Davison states that it is sparingly distributed throughout 
the northern and central portions of the division. Captain Bingham found it in 
the Thoungyeen Valley. Dr. Anderson described it under the name of C. 
Lphrocephalus from the hills to the east of Bhamo. He also found it in Yunnan 
and in Western China. It leaves Burmah during March and April, but where 
it goes to is not known; it is, however, suggested that its breeding haunts are 
in some part ol China. 

246 . Cryptolopha xanthoschista (Tl-dgs.) Sharp-, Cat. B. Br. 
A/us. iv, p. 398 ; Oates, B . Br. Bunn. i. p* 272. Phyllopneuste xanthoschistos, 
Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Mis. p. 82. Abrornis xan^hoschistos, Jerd. B. dud. 
ii. p. 202, No. 572 ; Hume, /Vests and Eggs, p. 3 7 ° > Hume and Hctiderscn, 
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Lah to Yarkand , p. 220 pi. xx. fig. 2 ; Hume, Sir . F. i. p. 493 ; Brooks, Sir. 
F. iii. p. 245 ; viii. p. 4S3 ; Flume, Sir. F. viii. p. 102; Scully , Sir. F. vii. 
p. 309. Abrornis albosuperciliaris (BF) apud. Jcrd . B. India , ii. p. 202, No. 
573; IFume and Haulers. Lah to Yark. pi. xx. fig. 1; Flume , Sir. F. i. 
p. 493; Brooks , Sir . F . iii. p. 245 ; Hume , Sir. F . vii. p. 245* —Hodgson s 
Grey-headed Fly-Catcher. 


Head, nape and back dark ashy grey in some, the latter washed with yellowish ; 
wing coverts, rump and upper tail coverts olive yellow; quills dusky brown, 
externally edged with olive yellow, brighter on the primaries ; tail dark ashy 
brown, edged narrowly with white on the inner web, increasing in extent to¬ 
wards the two outermost, which are almost eatirely white, except at the base and 
towards the tip of the outer web; outer web of rest of tail feathers edged with 
olive yellow; a white supereilium from the nostril to the nape ; lores dark grey ; 
ear coverts greyish white ; feathers below the eye the same ; cheeks and entire 
under surface of body bright yellow; the feathers on the flanks with a subter- 
minal shade of white; under wing coverts and edge of the wing yellow; 
axillaries whitish, washed with yellow; bill, the upper mandible, brownish 
black ; the lower horny yellow ; irides blackish brown. 


Length.— 3*8 to 4*2 inches; wing 2-1 to 2’2 ; tail 17 to r8; tarsus 
075 ; culmen 0*4 ; from gape 0*5. 

Hah .—The Himalayas extending to Assam, Arrakan, British Burmah and 
Ncpaul. It occurs in the Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Bengal, Central India, the 
Khasia Hills, Burmah and Ncpaul, also Bhootan. Mr. Sharpe, under “Obs.” 
(Cat. B. Br . Mus. vol. iv. p. 399), says: “ The specimens of this bird from the 
North Western Himalayas are generally rather more ashy brown on the head 
and are rather larger ; in this state they arc Cryptolopha albosuperciliaris of 
Indian authors. These birds can, however, be matched by some Nepaulese 
examples. In the Eastern Himalayas, the specimens have the head rather 
clearer blue grey, and are smaller in dimensions .—(Cryptolopha xanihoschisla, 
Hodgs. and C. Jerdoni, Brooks)” Hodgson’s Grey-headed Warbler breeds in 
Ncpaul and Sikkim up to 6,000 or 7,000 feet during April and May. It nests 
on the ground under thick bushes, under roots of trees, or in holes in banks. 
Mr. Gammie found a nest in Sikkim: it was a domed structure made of 
moss. The eggs are pure white, four in number, and in size 0*56 x 0*47. 


247 . Cryptolopha scllisticeps, (Hodgs.), Sharpe , Cal. B.Br.Mus. 
iv. n. 400. Abrornis schisticeps, Hodgs. Icon, ined . Passercs, \A. 57, fig. G 
Pi. 28, fig, 2; pi. 64, fig. 1 ; Ibis, 1878, P. ^ 

p. 201, No. 571. Abrornis melanotis, Jenl. and hl}>h B. . o. 1861, 

p, 200. — The Black-eared Warbler. 

Hoad and hind neck dark slaty grey; a narrow frontal line, lores, feathers 
in from of and below the eye, ear coverts and side* ot the neck slaty grey 
forehead and a very broad eye-brow brilliant yellow , the checks, throat 




foreneck and tipper breast dull yellow; sides of the breast'dull greenish ; -lowyr N 
breast and abdomen white; thighs and under tail cbverts dull olive yellow. also* \ 
the wing coverts; quills dusky'l^lackish; the primaries narrowly edged with < 
yellow, and the secondaries broadly washed with the same ; tail feathers'd if sky ^ . 
brown, with olive yellow on the outer web, and \yhitish on the inner, syeb ; ihv 
inner web of the outermost entirely white ; under whig- coverts and ..edge of 
wing bright yellow; axillarics very pale yellow; bill and legs homy. 

Length.— 3-5 inches; wing 175 ; tail 175; tarsus 0*6.; culmen 0*35. ^ 

Hah. —The Himalayas, extending to Sikkim and Nepaul. D'r. Jerdon re ¬ 
cords it from Nepaul, Mussoorie, and Sikkim. Hutton found ihe^nest at 
Mussoorie in March and May, and says that it breeds at about 5,000 feet. It 
mgkes a round ball-like nest, with a lateral entrance. The nest is composed of \ 
grass, moss, wool, cotton, feathers, thread, and hair.* The eggs, three in 
number, are oval and glossy white, and in size 0*82 x 048. 


248. Cryptoloplia superciliaris, Tick , J' A. S.' B. xxviii. 
p. 414; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Plus. iv. p. 402; Oates , B. Br) Bunn, I, p. 275. 
Abrornis superciliaris (Tick), Jerd. B Ind. ii. p. 203; Bume, Sir. F. u\. 
p. 140; Hume and Dav ., Str. F. vi. p. 359; Anders ., Yunnan Exp.' p. 626; 
Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. 102 ; Bingham , Sir . F. ix. p. 1S8. AVorniS albigularis, 
Jerd. and Blyth, P. Z. S. 1861, p. 200 (nee. Moore). Abrornis flaviventris, 
Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 203, No. 574.—The Yellow-bellied Warbler. 

Forehead and crown light ashy brown, slightly washed with olive; rest of 
upper plumage dull olive brown; supercilium from the bill over the eye to 
the nape white ; lores and behind the eye brown; cheeks and car covers 
greyish white; chin, throat, foreneck and upper breast white, rest of lower sur¬ 
face bright yellow, paler on the abdomen; under wing coverts whitish, washed 
with yellow; quills and wing coverts dark brown, edged with olive green; tail 
brown, edged on the outer web with olive, and on th'e^inner with pale rufous 
for the greater part of the web ; bill more or less of a'dark olive brown or horn 
colour, plumbeous at the base of the lower mandible ; inside of mouth yellow; 
eyelids grey ; iris dark brown ; legs yellow. v 

Length. — 4*2 to 4*4 inches; wing 2*05 to 2*i; tail 175 to rS; tarsus 075; 
oilmen 0*45. . 1 ' 

-The.Himalayas, British ^Burmith and. Java; also Sikkim and Nepaul. 

Jerdon found this-speties at, Darjeeling, It also occurs in Upper Bengal* 
Oates obtained it in various parts of Pegu, both on the hills and in the plains. 
Captain Wardlavv-Ramsay procured it in the Tounghoo Hills, and also in Karin, 
while in Tcnasscrim Davison states it is -sparingly distributed throughout the 
country. Captain Bingham found the nest in March near the -amnice River 
in Tenasscrim. It consisted of a mass of fibres placed in a bapib’bo which 
had been cut down, and then left leaning against .1 bush. The eggs, three in 
number, arc* white, speckled with pinkish claret colour. 
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249 . Cryptoloplia poliogenys, Myth, J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 441; 
Sharpe, Cal. B. Br. Mus.v ol. iv. p. 403. Abrornis poliogenys, Blyth, Cat. 
B. Mus. A. S. B. p. 1S3; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 203, No. 57S; Seebohm, Ibis, 
1878, p. 496.—The Grey-cheeked Warbler. 


Above yellowish green, brighter yellow on the rump; tail dark brown, 
ed^ed with olive green; the three outermost feathers greenish dusky on the 
terminal half of the outer web ; the basal half and whole of the inner web 
white ; quills and wing coverts dark brown, narrowly edged with yellowish 
green'; the greater coverts tipped with bright yellow, and forming a bar across 
The wing; head slaty grey ; the sides of the crown blackish, forming a broad 
stripe reaching to the nape; sides of the face ashy grey; the ear coverts slightly 
streaked with black; orbital ring of feathers white; lores and fore part, of 
cheeks ashy white, the feathers with dusky bases ; chin white; rest of under 
surface, including under wing coverts, bright golden yellow; sides of the 
breast washed with olive green ; bill blackish, horny above, yellowish beneath ; 
feet yellowish horny. 

Length .—38 to 4 - 25 inches; wing 1*9 to 2 ; tail 175; tarsus 07; culmen 
0-4. 

// ah .— The Himalayas, extending to Nepaul and Sikkim. 

Dr. Jerdon found this species near Darjeeling and in the Khasia Hills, where, 
he says, it probably breeds. There is no record of its habits, nor of its nidifi- 
cation. It is is also found in Upper Bengal. 


250 . Cryptolopba eastaneoceps, (A/ 1 .) Sharpe, Cat. Birds Br. 
Mus. iv. p. 404. Abrornis eastaneoceps, Ilodgs. Icon. vied. Passeres. pi. 57, 
fil , 7. Jerd . B. Ind. ii. p. 205, No. 578; Seebohm, Ibis, 1878, p. 490. 
Culicepeta eastaneoceps, Blyth. J. A. S. B. xvi. p. .,42. Rcguloides castaneo- 
ceps, Bp. Consp. i. p. 202; Jerd. and Blyth, P. Z. S., 1861, p. 200. The 
Chestnut-headed Warbler. 

Crown of head chestnut, with a black stripe running down the sides of the 
nape from above and behind each eye ; lores white, tipped with black ; 
orbital ring of feathers white; sides of the face grey, as also the sides of the 
neck : a white stripe below the black streak on the sides of the nape; cheeks, 
throat and upper breast light greyish; the middle of the abdomen whitish ; 
rest of under surface, including the under wing coverts, ax.llanes and edge of 
the win- bright yellow; back olive yellow ; rump and upper tail coverts 
bright yellow, the least wing coverts the same but rather brighter ; median 
and greater coverts d »wn, edged m* tipped w.th bright yellow, forming 
a double bar across the wing ; quills dark brown, externally edged with olive 
yellow; tail light brown, edged with olive yellow, the two outermost feathers 
white, brown only along the tip of the outer web ; bill dark horn brown, the 
l >v.ur liMiulible paler; legs pale. 
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^ Length. —3*5 to 4 inches ; wing rS5 to 1*95 ; tail 1 *5 to r*6; tarsus O'65 ; 
culmen 0*4. 

Hah .—The Himalayas, Upper Bengal, Ncpaul and Sikkim. 

Very little is known of the habits of this species. It is said to breed in 
Ncpaul. 

251 . Cryptolopha albigularis, (HodgsH) Sharpe, Cat. B . Br . 
AIus. iv. p. 405. Abrornis albogularis, Hodgs. Icon. ined. Passeres, App. 
pi. 46; Jerd. B. Bid. ii. p. 204, No. 577; Seebohm, Ibis., 1878, p. 490.-—The 
\VhIte-throated Warbler. 

Forehead, eyebrow, lores, sides of the face, hind-crown and nape rufous 
fawn colour; crown dusky, the feathers tipped with black, and forming, as it 
were, a double row or band down the crown; throat whitish; back yellowish 
green ; the rump whitish, washed with yellow; upper tail coverts olive yellow ; 
wing coverts and quills dark brown, edged with yellowish green; tail light 
brown, margined with olive yellow; along the outer webs, breast and sides of 
the body pale olive yellow ; the middle of the abdomen while; thighs and 
under tail and under wing coverts, also the edge of the wing, olive yellow ; 
axillaries white, washed with yellow ; rictal bristles as long as the bill; bill 
and legs pale fleshy. 

Length. —3*3 to 3-5 inches ; wing 175 ; tail 1*5 ; tarsus 06; culmen 0-35. 

Hab .—Nepaul and Darjeeling. 

Nothing is on record of its habits and nidification. 

252 . Cryptolopha hodgsoni, Moore , App. to Hors/, and Aloo'e, 
Cat. B. Mus. E. 1 . Co. i. p. 4 12; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. AIus. iv. p. 406. 
Tickellia hodgsoni, Jerd. and Blyth, P- A. S., 1861, p. 199; Jerd. B. Bid. 
ii. p. 206; Secbohm , Ibis, 1878, p. 490.—The Broad-billed Warbler. 

Above olive green, yellowish on the rump and upper tail coverts; forehead 
and crown deep ferruginous; lores white with blackish tips ; sides of the head, 
eyebrow, and sides of the neck dull grey; throat lighter ashy grey, nearly 
white on the chin; rest of under surface bright yellow; under wing coverts and 
axillaries light yellow; tail brown, margined with olive, the two outermost 
feathers white along the inner web and brown on the outer ; quills and wing 
coverts dull brown, edged with olive green ; bill horny yellowish at base be¬ 
low ; legs yellowish. 

Length. — 3*5 to 375 inches; wing 175 to i‘ 9 S \ x ’ 5 i tarsus °'^S ; 
culmen O'3. 

Hab. —The Eastern Himalayas. 

Jerdon says he procured one specimen only of this pretty V aibier at Dar¬ 
jeeling. He thinks Hodgson’s specimens were probably trom Sikkim, and not 
Nepaul. 
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253. Cryptolopha flavigularis, Godus.-Austen, J. A. S. B. 

xlvii. p. 19, 1873 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 474, App. — The Yellow- 

THROATED WARBLER. 

Above ashy grey, purer grey on rump, rather darker on the head; wings 
pale amber brown; tail ash brown ; the two outer feathers white on the 
inner web, the next with a narrow edging of white; lores white; ear coverts 
white and grey; chin pure yellow, fading on the throat; breast, nape, flanks 
and thighs greyish white ; whitish on the breast; a very faint yellow tinge on 
the abdomen; under tail coverts white; a small patch of white on the inner 
shoulder of the wing ; bill dark brown, buff below. 

Length. —3*6 to 3*8 inches; wing 1*84; tail r8; tarsus 0*67; bill from 
front 0*3. (Godwin-Austen and Sharpe.) 

Hal' _Sadiya near Brahmakhund, and hills of Eastern Bengal. 

Gen. Stoparola— Blyth. 

Bill short, depressed ; the culmen not equal to twice its breadth at the gape ; 
tip-hooked; rictal bristles numerous; wing rather long; 3rd, 4th and 5th 
quills subequal; tail moderate; tarsus short. 

254- Stoparola albicaudata, Jerd. Madras , Journ. xi. p. 16; 
id. must. Ind. Orn. pi. 14 ; Blyth, J- ' A . 5 . B. xvi. p. 125 ; id. Cat. B. Mus. 
A. S. B. p. 175 ; Hume , Nests and Eggs , Indian B. p. 210; Fair bank, Sir. 
F. 1877, p- 402. Eumyias albicaudata, {Hors/. & Moore ) Jerd. B. Ind., 
i p. 464, No. 302 ; Hume, Str . F. 1876, p. 396.—The Neilgherry Blue Fly- 
Catcher. 

Above deep indigo blue, with a slight lazuline blue eyebrow; forehead and 
head also inclining to lazuline blue; wing coverts and quills dusky black, exter¬ 
nally edged with lazuline blue ; primary coverts dark brown, edged externally 
with blue; tail the same, the base of all the feathers, except the two centre 
ones, white; central tail feathers white-shafted; under surface of body indigo 
blue, rather greyish on the lower flanks and abdomen ; the lower abdomen and 
vent slightly whitish ; under tails coverts dusky, with whitish edges to the fea¬ 
thers ; bill and legs black ; hides dark brown. 

Length. —6 to 6*5 inches ; wing 3*05 to 3*2 ; tail 2*3 to 2*10; tarsus 075 ; 
culmen 0*45* 

Hab. —South India. 

This species is confined to Southern India, ncarh thioughout the high 
mountain ranges of which it is found. The Neilgherries and Iravancore, also 
Madras, are noted as localities. 

In Travancore, Mr. Bourdillon says it is common, though not abundant, up 
to 2,000 feet elevation, ami is frequently observed in the forest wherever there 
are heaps of unburnl brushwood lying about. It >s a winter visitor there from 
December, to March. In the Neilgherries Jerdon says it is very common. 
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generally in parties of five or six, capturing insects in the air. It makes its 
nest in a slight hole in a bank. The eggs are three in number, longish ovals, 
in colour varying from creamy white to warm cafe au tait with brown, red 
or very obscure markings ; size o’8i x 0*59. 

256 . Stoparola melanops, Vigors ., P. Z. s.'i S31, p. 171 ; Gould,, 
Cent, Him. B. pi. 6; Blylh, J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 174 ; Hume, ‘Nests and Eggs, 
Ltd. B. p. 208 ; Adams , Sir . F. 1874, p. 338 ; Ball t. c. p. 405 ; Butler , Sir. 
F. 1S77, p. 230; Hume and Dav., op. cit . 1S7S, p. 227 ; Sharpe, Cat, B. Br. 
dl/us. iv. p. 438 ; Oates, B. B. Burm. i. p. 285. Eumyias melanops ( Vig.), 
Jerd. B. Bid. i. p. 463, No. 301 ; Armstrong , Sir. F. iv. p. 323 ; Anderson 
Yunnan Expcd. p. 622. Glaucomyias melanops, Scully , Sir. F. viii. p. 277.— 
The Verditer Fly-Catcher. 

Lores, feathers in front of the eye and at the base of the upper mandible 
black, rest of the plumage verditer-blue, brightest on the forehead, chin, throat, 
breast and upper tail coverts; under tail coverts broadly tipped with white ; 
tail blue, the shafts black and the inner webs edged with brown; primaries and 
secondaries blue on the outer and black on the inner webs - tertiaries and 
upper wing coverts blue ; bill and legs black; irides deep brown. 

Length.— 6 inches ; wing 3*2 to 3-4; tail 275 to 2*8; tarsus 0*65 ; culmen 
o’4S- 

The female is like the male, but has the blue of the head and body much 
duller, and the chin and throat are mottled with whitish. 

Hah —Indian Peninsula, Burmese countries, and Sikkim, ranging into South¬ 
ern China. (Sharpe.) It visits the plains of India and Burmah during winter, 
and is generally spread throughout the better-wooded parts of the country. It 
also occurs in Arrakan. Oates found it in Pegu, Blanford got it at Bassein ; 
Captain Wardlaw-Ramsay on the Karin Hills, Mr. Davison in Tcnasserim, 
and Captain Bingham in the Thoungyeen Valley. It breeds in the Himalayas, 
making a neat cup-shapped nest, composed of moss, lined vith fibres and hair, 
which is generally placed under a wooden bridge, or under the eaves of roofs. 
The eggs, four in number, are oval, in colour dull white, and with rufous spots. 


Gen. Siphia.— Hodgs. 


Bill moderately wide; length of culmen equal to twice the breadth of the 
base at gape, slightly hooked at tip and notched ; nostrils covered by bristles and 
frontal plumes ; wings pointed and long, but not reaching to t ie tip of the 
tail; 4th quill longest; hind claw moderate and curved, not as long as the hind 
toe; toes scutate at base of claws; tarsus as long as hind toe an c aw. 


250. Siphia pallidipes, Sharpe , Cat. * /us - w * P-444; 

Muscicapa pallipes, Jerd., Madras J our n . xi. p* * 5 * d°™ ls P a * ! P CS { (ylh), 
Jerd. B. Bid. I. p. 469, No. 309 ; Fairbank , Sir. F 1870, p. 357 ; Hume, 
t. c. p. 397.—The White-bellied Blue Fly-Catcher. 


misr/fy 



MUSCICAPID^E. 


<SL 


Abo^q dull blue, the forehead and eyebrow inclining to cobalt; lores and 
feathers in front of the eye black; sides of face, throat and breast deep blue; 
vring coverts blue, the least series brighter and more cobalt • quills blackish, 
externally dull blue; tail blue, the feathers dusky on their inner webs; 
under surface of body pure white, shaded with ashy on the upper breast and' 
bluish grey on the flanks ; thighs dull blue ; under wing coverts and auxiliaries 
-white ; edge of wing blue; bill black ; legs and feet flesh colour; iris brown. 


Length*— 57 to 6*5 inches; wing 2*9 to 3; tail 3*5 • oilmen o-6; tarsus 
075 . 


Iiab .—Southern India and the Concan. It is recorded from Coorg in 
Mysore, Sirci above Honore and the Coonoor Pass of the Neilgherrics, and 
Dr. Fairbank got it in deep ravines near (Parwar ?) Carwar on the Goa 
frontier. Jerdon says it is probably an inhabitant of the upland forests of the 
Western Ghauts; he observed it on the Neilghcrries darting on insects from 
its perch on a low branch. Mr. Bourdillon also records it from the Travan- 
core Hills. 


257. Sipllia unicolor, (Blyth) Sharpe , , Cat. B Br . Mus. iv. p. 444. 
Cyornis unicolor, Blyth. J. A. S. B< xii. pp. 941, 1007 ; id.. Cat. B. Mus., 
A. S. B. p. 173; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 465, No. 303; Hume, Str. F. 1875, 
P* 401 ; 1876, p. 398; 1877, p. 4S9; Sharpe , Ibis , 1S7S, p. 418; Godw.- 
Auslen, J. A. S. B. 1878, p. 15.—' The Pale Blue Fly-Catcher. 

Above light blue, inclining to cobalt on the rump; forehead, over the eye, 
as also the feathers round the eye, cobalt; sides of the face deep blue, 
paler under the eye and fore part of the cheeks; lores blue black ; wing 
coverts bright blue; the greater series and quills blackish, edged externally 
with bright blue ; tail deep blue, all, except the two centre feathers, blackish 
on the inner webs; throat and breast light greyish blue, centre of abdomen and 
under tail coverts whitish ; rest of the under surface of body very pale blue ; 
tinder wing coverts fulvous or yellowish fawn ; edge of the wing 1)1 ue ; bill 
and legs black. 

Length. — 6 to 675 inches ; wing 3*2 ; tail 2*8 ; tarsus 07 ; culmen 0*5. 

The female is dark ashy brown above, all the parts which are blue in the 
male are rufous brown ; lores fulvescent; ear coverts and sides of face and 
neck dark ashy brown, with hair-like shaft streaks ; chin and throat pale rufous ; 
fore neck and breast ashy brown abdomen dull white ; flanks and under tail 
coverts fulvous ; under wing coverts buffy brown. 

Length. —6*2 inches; wing 3* 1; tail 2 6; tarsus 0 65. 

The young arc mottled all over with ochraceous spots. 

Hub .—The Eastern Himalayas, extending to the Malay Peninsula, Java 
a,|{ l Borneo* (Sharpe ) Recorded from Darjeeling and Sikkim. 
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258 - Sipllia rubeculoidos, (Vigors), Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. 
p 445- Oates, B. Br. Burnt, i. p." 287. Phcenicura rubeculoides, Jig. P. 
Z. S. 1831, p. 35 ; Gould., Cent. Him. B. pi. 25 , fig. '• Cyornis rubecu- 
loides, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii. p. 941 ; Jtrd. B. Ind. i. p. 466,, No. 304 ; Blyth 
and Wald., B. Burnt, p. 103; Hume, Nests and Eggs, Ind. b. p. 211 ; 
id Sir. F. iii. p. 104; Hume and Dav., Sir. F. vi. p. 227; Anders. J ttntian 
Erp. p. 619; Hume, Sir. F. vii. p. 9 2.-The Blue-thoated Redbreast. 

Male.— Forehead and streak over the eye glistening blue; lores and feathers 
at the base of the bill black; ear coverts dusky blue ; cheeks, sides of the neck, 
throat and chin dusky blue black ■ whole upper plumage dark blue ; tail black- 
shafted, the feathers brown on their inner webs; wing dark brown, the 
feathers narrowly edged with dark blue; lesser wing coverts bright blue ; the, 

larger coverts brown, edged with dark blue, breast and abdomen bright ferru¬ 
ginous, running up to a point on the throat ; lower abdomen and under 
tail coverts white ; under wing coverts pale ferruginous ; bill black; iris brown. 

The female has the upper plumage olive brown, tinged with ferruginous, 
strongly so on the forehead, feathers, round the eye and upper tail coverts; 
lores albescent; chin, throat and breast ruddy ferruginous-, abdomen and 
under tail coverts white. 

Length.—FI inches; tail 2'4; wing 27S ; tarsus 075 5 bill from gape 07. 

Hdb. _India generally, extending to the N. \V. Himalayas, Nepaul, Sikkim, 

and the Burmese countries. 

The Blue-throated Redbreast visits the plains of India during the winter 
months. It is rare in the south of India, and occurs both on the Eastern and 
Western Coasts. In the Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh and Bengal it is 
tolerably common. At Darjeeling it is found at from 4,000 to 6,000 feet 
elevation In British Burmah it is also a winter visitor. It is recorded from 
Arrakan.'and is found both in the hills and plains of the Pegu District from 
October to April Mr. Davison says it is common throughout Tenassenm 
and is a permanent resident. It breeds in holes in banks. Captain Hutton 
found two nests at Mussoorie: they were made of moss and han -like fibres. 
The eggs, four in number, were dull pale olive, or olive green, family clouded 
with clay colour and marked with dull rufous ; size 0-72 x 0.5^. 

259 . sipllia tickelliso, (Blyth). Sharpe, Cat. B. Br.. Mas. iv. 
p. 448 ; Oates, B. Burn. i. p. 289. Cyornis tiekelhx, BlpU, 7 - A - S. h. 
xii. p. 491 ; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 367, No. 306; Hume, Nests ana Eggs,?, 212 ; 
id., Sir. F. i. p. 436 i Ball, Sir. F. ii. p. 4 °S i Hum, S £ ^ ,u - P- 468 ; 
Wald, in 111 . B. Burnt, p. 103. Cyornis banyumas (ncc. llotsf), Jctd. B. 
Ind. i. p. 466, No. 305— Tickeixs Blue Redbreast. 

Above light blue ; forehead cobalt; a narrow frontal line and. space in front 

of the eye blue black; checks, ear coverts and a narrow line across the chin 
at the base of the bill dark blue ; ihoear coverts washed withlightet blue; wing 


misr^. 


MUSCICAPID/E. 



coverts cobalt blue; quills and tail light blue externally and dusky brown on 
the inner webs; two centre feathers and inner secondaries nearly entirely blue; 
entire throat and breast orange rufous ; under wing coverts and axillaries, the 
lower abdomen and under tail coverts, white ; sides of the breast, edge of the 
wing and thighs blue. 

Length. — 5*3 to S‘8 inches; wing 2*8 to 2*9; tail 2*3 to 2*5 ; tarsus 07; 
bill from gape 075. 

The female is similar to the male, but paler, and has no black on the chin 
and face ; the frontal line and lores are dull white ; the ear coverts greyish blue, 
with whitish shaft streaks. 

Hab .—India and Ceylon, ranging to British Burmah. 

Tickell’s Redbreast is recorded from the N. W. Provinces and Oudh, also 
Bengal, Kattiawar, Rajputana, Central India, the Central Provinces, the Carnatic, 
Malabar Coast, Guzerat, Concan, Deccan, South India and British Burmah. 
It breeds during May and June throughout Central India, the Neilgherries, and 
the Western Ghauts, nesting in the hole of a tree or wall. The nest is made 
of moss and dry leaves. The eggs are greyish white (dull brownish pink ? Hume), 
speckled with dull reddish brown ; size Cr61 x 0*48. It affects open forests, 
groves, and gardens. 

260. Siphia magnirostris, ( Blyth ), Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. 
p. 453 ; Oates, B. Br. Burmah , i. p. 290. Cyornis magnirostris, Blyth, 
J. A . S . B. xviii. p. 814; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 469, No. 308 ; Godw.-Austen, 
J. A . S. B. xxxix, p. 100; Hume, Str. F. viii. p. 92 ; 1876. p. 223 ; 1877, 
pp. 339, 489 ; id., llume and Dav., Str. F. 1878, p. 229.—The Large-billed 
Redbreast. 

Whole upper plumage, cheeks, ear coverts, sides of the neck and wing 
coverts dull deep blue; brilliant on the forehead and over the lores and eyes; 
base of lower mandible and lores black; chin, throat and breast chestnut; sides 
of the breast blue ; sides of the abdomen and Hanks fulvous ; centre of abdo¬ 
men and under tail coverts white; under wing coverts and axillaries buff; tail, 
quills and greater wing coverts dark brown, externally edged with blue; bill 
dusky; legs pale whitish ; irides dark brown. 

Length.—6 inches; wing 3*1 to 3*2 ; tail 2*5 ; tarsus 07 ; culmen 075. 

The female is ashy above, tinged with fulvous; lores, a ring of feathers round 
the eye, chin, throat and under tail coverts white; rest of the under surface pale 
buff; quills dusky brown, edged with fulvous; tail fulvous. 

Length .—5*5 inches; wing 275 ; tail 2*3 ; tarsus; 07. 

Hab .—Eastern Bengal, on the Hills; Cachar and throughout the Eastern 
Himalayas, ranging to South Tenasserim, also Darjeeling and in Sikkim. 

Oates says it is rare in South Tenasserim, and that it will be found generally 
distributed throughout British Burmah. 
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261 . Siphia nigrorilfa, (J/rd.) Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. 
p. 455. Saxicola nigrorufa, Jerd., Madras Joiirn. x. p. 266. Ochromela 
nigrorufa, Blyth, J. A. S. B . xvi. p. 129; Jerd. B. lad. i. p. 492, No. 300 ; 
Hume, Nests and Eggs, B.Ind. p. 207; id. Sir. F. 1876, p. 39 ^ ; Fairhank, 
Sir. F. 1S77, p. 401.— The Black and Orange Fly-Catcher. 

Head, nape and back of neck dusky black; cheeks and upper surface of 
body orange-rufous ; wings black, the quills browner, white edged along the 
inner web; tail orange, thighs dusky, under wing coverts pale orange; rest 
of under surface of body orange-rufous, rather buffy on the middle of the 
abdomen ; bill black ; legs dirty reddish ; irides hazel brown. 

Length. —47 to 4*9 inches ; wing 2’q ; tail 1*9; tarsus 0*8. 

The female is dusky on the head, also on the wings ; wing coverts washed 
with orange. 

Hah. —Southern India and Ceylon. 

Jerdon says it has only been found on the summit of the Neilgherries and 
in Ceylon. 

It frequents the dense forests, preferring shady, damp and swampy places. 
Breeds on the Neilgherries. Eggs, 2 to 3, pale salmon in colour, 07x073; 
nest a large ball of dry sedges placed in a bush. 

262 . Sipllia stroplliata, Hodgs., Ind. Rev. i. p. 651 ; Jerd. B. Bid. 
i. p. 479, No. 319 ; Godzv.-Austen, J. A. S. B. 1870, p. 101 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. 
Br. Mus. iv p. 455; Oates, B. Br. Burm. i p. 290 ; Hume, Sir . F. viii. 
p. 92; Scully, Sir, F. viii. p. 278.—The Orange-gorgeted Fly-Catcher. 

Above olive brown, the back and rump slightly tinged with fulvous, the 
feathers of the latter long and silky and with a white subterminal bar ; upper 
tail coverts black; a narrow frontal line at base of upper mandible; lores, 
cheeks chin, feathers round the eye and threat black; forehead and a line 
extending backwards over the fore part of the eye white : sides of face and 
ear coverts deep slaty; a bright chestnut patch on the throat • breast and 
sides of the neck slaty; abdomen, vent and under tail coverts white; flanks 
olive brown; thighs slaty grey; lesser wing coverts slaty grey, the other 
coverts and all the quills brown, edged externally with fuhous, tail feathers 
blackish, the two centre feathers entirely blackish, the next feather on each 
side with a white bar on the outer web, all the others white for the basal 
half and blackish terminally; under wing coverts and axillaries light butt; 
bill black ; legs brown ; iris dark brown. 

Length.— 5 to 5-3 inches; wing 2*9 to 3; tail 2*15 to 2*3; tarsus o*S; 
culmen o‘45- 

The female is similar, but the orange patch on the throat is smaller and 
much paler chestnut, and the white frontal band is nearly obsolete. The young 
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bird is brown above and below, each feather streaked with fulvous, the 
throat patch of chestnut is absent. 

Hab. —The Himalayas, from Nepaul to Sikkim, also Assam and the Naga 
Hills, ranging into British Burmah. 

The Orange-throated Fly-Catcher is recorded from Mussoorie and Nepaul, 
and also from Darjeeling, where Jerdon says it is very common, and may 
often be seen on the roadside seated on a fallen tree or stone, frequently 
alighting on the ground to pick up an insect, and occasionally making a dart in 
the air and returning to its perch. In British Burmah it has been met with 
in South Tenasserim on the Mooleyit Mountains. 

263. Siphia ruficauda, {Swains.) Sharpe , Cal. B. Br. Mas. iv. 
p. 457. Muscicapa ruficauda, Sws., Nat. Libr . Flyc. p. 251. Cyornis rufi¬ 
cauda, Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 46S, No. 307; Godw.-Austcn , J . A. S. 71/1870, 
p. 26S ; Brooks , Sir. F y 1875, p 235 ; Fairbanks Sir. F. 1S76, p. 257 ; Hume, 
t. c. p. 396; Butler , Sir. F. 1877, p. 228; Brooks , t. c. p. 470—The 
Rufous-tailed Fly-Catcher. 

Above olivaceous or ashy brown, somewhat bulfy on the rump; the upper 
tail coverts and external edge of the tail feathers rufous, the centre tail feathers 
and inner webs of the others ashy brown ; wing coverts and quills dusky, the 
latter externally edged with ashy brown, the greater scries with narrow pale 
tips; lores and a conspicuous ring round the eye whitish; ear coverts ashy 
brown, with narrow whitish shaft streaks ; under surface of body dull whitish, 
ashy. on the breast and flanks ; under wing and tail coverts fulvescent; bill 
dusky ; irides deep brown. 

Length.— 4*5 inches (5*5 Jerd.); wing 2-6 to 3*1 ; tail 2-15 ; tarsus cr65 ; 
culmen 0*55. 

Hab. —The Indian Peninsula generally. Recorded from the Punjab and 
N. W. Provinces, also Guzerat, the Concan, Deccan, and South India. It is 
fairly common in the Kumaon, also Mussoorie between where and Gungotri it 
was procured by Brooks. Jerdon obtained it in the Carnatic at Ncllore and 
the Coonoor Pass of the Neilgherries. Its habits arc those of the last. 

264. Sipliia mandelli, Hume , Sir . F. 1874, p. 510; id. 1S76, 
p. 396 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Hus. iv. p. 453 .—Mandell’s Fly-Catcuer. 

Forehead, crown, occiput, cheeks, ear coverts and nape brown ; lores, a 
ring round the eye and a patch at the base of the lower mandible white; upper 
surface of body brown, tinged with rufous near the rump ; wings hair brown, 
darker on the primaries ; the secondaries, tertiaries, greater and median wing 
coverts margined with pale ferruginous on the outer webs; breast, sides and 
Hanks pale brown, margined very narrowly with pale rufous buff; under wing 
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coverts and axillaries rufous buff; abdomen, vent and under tail coverts white; 
bill blackish brown, paler at tip; lower mandible yellowish horny; legs and 
feet fleshy. 

Length . —5*25 inches; wing 2*9; tail 2 ; bill at front 0*45; tarsus 00, 
(Hume.) 

Hab. —Sikkim. Nothing is known of its habits and mdification. 

265. Sipllia olivacea, {Hume') Sharpe y Cat. B. Br. Mus . iv. p. 457- 
Cyornis olivacea, Hume, Sir. F. 1877, p. 338 5 «• Van. and Hume, Sir. F. 
1878, p. 229.—The Olive-backed Fly-Catcher. 

Above dull olivaceous, the head and nape very slightly tinged greyish; 
sides of the head, cheeks and ear coverts ashy grey, with paler shaft streaks ; 
under surface whitish; the breast and flanks tinged grey; tail rufous brown, 
brighter on the outer webs of the quills, edged with fulvous brown and tinged 
with rufous brown externally; bill black; iris brown ; legs pinkish white. 

Length. —5*8 inches ; wing 3 ; tail 2*5 ; tarsus 075 ; culmen o-8. 

Hab.— ^enasserim, Java, and Borneo. According to Mr. Davison, this 
species, like its other congeners, keeps to the forests or its outskirts, and is usually 
seen singly. They perch on commanding twigs, whence they capture passing 
insects with short sharp flights, returning to the same perch. 

Gen. Digenea — Hodgs. 

Bill narrow, not as long as hind toe and claw; nostrils covered by rictal 
bristles and frontal plumes ; wings pointed and long, but not reaching to the 
tip of the tail ; hind claw moderate and curved, about equal in length to the 
hind toe. 

266 Digenea leueomelanura, C Blyth ). Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. 
Mus. iv. p. 459. Siphia leueomelanura, Blyth, J.A.S.B xvi. p. 126; 
Jerd.B.Ind. i. p. 479, No. 320; Hodgs., icon. ined. Passeres App. pi. 1 13- 
Si phia tricolor, Blyth , J. A. S B. xvi., p. 126; Jerd. B. hid. i, p. 4/8* 
No. 31S ; Brooks , Sir. F. 1877, p. 471.—The Slaty Fly-Catcher, 

PLATE, Fig. \. 

Above dull slaty blue, brighter and more ashy blue on the forehead and 
crown ; car coverts dark slaty blue; a narrow frontal line, lores and leathers in 
front of and below the eye and the fore part of the cheeks slaty black; wing- 
coverts slaty blue ; the greater series blackish brown externally, washed, with 
slaty blue; secondaries the same; primaries brown, edged with ochraceous 
brown; upper tail coverts darker than the back ; tail black, white at base, the 
two centre feathers entirely black ; throat white, rest of under surface of body 
ashy grey, the flanks dull greyish ; sides of upper breast slaty blue , the centre 

of abdomen white ; under tail coverts dusky blackish, with longitudinal while 
central streaks; under wing coverts and axillaries pale ochraceous. with 
blackish bases to the leathers ; bill dusky , feet brown ; ms dark brown. 
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Length.— 4*6 inches; wing 2*45 ; tail 2-2 ; tarsus 075 ; culmen 0*4. 

The female is olive brown, rather more rufous on the forehead, and inclin¬ 
ing to fulvescent brown on the rump ; upper tail coverts and tail chestnut, the 
latter brown at the tip and having indistinct transverse lines under certain 
lights; lesser wing coverts olive brown like the back, the median and greater 
series dark brown, edged with rufous and tipped with a light rufous spot on 
each; quills dark brown, externally edged with rufous, more broadly on the 
secondaries; in front of the eye a dull whitish spot; sides of face olive brown, 
darker on the ear coverts ; the feathers round the eye fulvescent, the cheeks 
and fore part of the ear coverts mottled with spots of ochraceous buff; throat 
light ochraceous brown, lighter in the centre ; breast, sides of body, and 
under tail coverts light ochraceous brown, washed with olive on the sides of the 
upper breast; the centre of the abdomen whitish ; thighs brown ; under wing 
coverts and axiliaries light ochraceous bull; quills sepia brown below, rufescent 
along the edge of the inner webs. 

Length. —4*5 inches ; wing 2*35 ; tail 2 ; tarsus 07 ; culmen 0-4. 

Hah .—The Himalayas from Nepaul to Sikkim. Has been recorded from 
Mussoorie and Darjeeling. Breeds throughout the Himalayas, from Nepaul to 
Cashmere, during June, laying 4 eggs of a pale buff colour, clouded with dull 
rufous towards the larger end ; size 0*62 x 0*48. 

267. Digenea cerviniventris, Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus . iv. p.460; 

Siphia tricolor, Godw.-Auslcn, J. A. S. B. 1872, p. 142.(7^0. Hodgs). Siphia 
leucomelanura, Godiv.-Austen, J. A. S. B. 1878, p. 15 (nec. Blylli).— The 
Fawn-bellied Fly-Catchf.r. 

“ Similar to D. leucomela?iura t but deep fawn-coloured underneath instead 
of white.” 

Length. —4 inches; wing 2'2; tail 1-9; culmen 0*35. 

Hah .—Khasia and neighboring range of hills (Munipoor). (Sharpe.) 

268. Digenea moniliger, (Hodgs.) Sharpe , Cat . B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 
460; Oates , B. Br. Bunn. i. p. 300. Dimorpha ? moniliger, Hodgs. P. Z. S., 
1845, p. 26. Anthipes moniliger, Blyth , Cat. B. Mus. A. S. B. p. 1 72 : Jerd. 
B. Ind. i. p. 477, No. 317; Hume, Sir . F. 1877, p. * 13.—The White 
Gorgeted Fly-Catcher. 

PLATE, Fig. 2. 

Forehead and a broad but short superciliary band fulvous ; upper plumage 
olive brown, tinged with rufous on the rump ; upper tail coverts and tail reddish 
brown; wing coverts and wings brown, edged with rufous ; sides of the head 
olive brown ; chin and throat white, surrounded by a distinct line of black ; 
lower plumage brown, becoming albecent on the abdomen ; bill black ; legs 
pale fleshy ; irides dark brown. 



Length. —4*2 to 5 inches ; wing 2-3 to 2*4 ; tail 2 ; tarsus O’S ; culmen 0*5 
to 0*6. 

Hah. —Eastern Himalayas, Arrakan, Naga Hills, and Karin Hills in 
Burmah, also Nepaul. 

Jerdon says this species is common in the hilly regions of Arrakan and 
Tenasserim, and probably occurs also in Assam. It is not uncommon about 
Darjeeling, frequenting open forests, and may be often seen seated on a low 
branch or the stump of a tree, sometimes catching insects in the air or de¬ 
scending to the ground to pick one up. 

269 . Digenea submoniliger, {Hume) Sharpe , Cat. B . Br. MuL 
iv. p. 461. Anthipes moniliger, Hume , Str. F. 1874, p. 475 (nec, Hodgs.), 
Anthipes submoniliger, Hume , Str. F. 1877, p. 105 ; id. Dav„ Str. F. 1S7S. 
p. 232.— Hume’s White Gougeted Fly-Catcher. 

Upper plumage fulvous brown; forehead, lores, a broad supercilium and a 
circle of feathers round the eye rich golden fulvous ; chin and throat white, with 
a few black feathers on the sides of the chin ; a narrow, scarcely noticeable 
brown line bounds the white on the throat; lower breast and flanks olive brown; 
abdomen, vent and under tail coverts white; wings and coverts brown, edged 
with rufous ; tail ferruginous ; bill black, yellowish on lower mandible ; legs 
and feet pale fleshy white. 

Length. — S'2 inches ; wing 2*45 ; tail 2 ; tarsus 0*87 ; culmen 0*6. 

Hah. —Tenasserim, where Mr. Davison met with it, about Mooleyit and its 
spurs. 

Gen.— N ilt ava-— Hodgs. 

Bill rather short and stout, slightly depressed at base ; tip deflected and 
strongly notched ; nostrils hidden by frontal plumes ; rictal bristles feeble ; 
wings very short, the distance between wings and tail more than twice the 
length of the tarsus ; quills unequally graduated ; 5th longest; tail moderate. 

270. Niltava sundara, Hodgs.. Ind. Rev. i. 658; Jerd. B. hid. i. 
p. 473, No. 314; Hume , Nests and Fggs, Ind. B. p. 213; Bl. B. Burm. 
p. 102; Hume and Dav., Str. F. p. 231 ; Hume , Str. F. vii. p. 93 : Sharpe, 
Cat. B . Br. Mus. iv. p. 463; Hume , Str. ix. p. 234; Oates, B. Br . 
Burm. i. p. 295.— The Rufous-bellied Fairy Blue-Chat, 

Forehead, lores, sides of the head, chin, and throat deep black ; crown of 
head, nape, rump, upper tail coverts and a spot on either side of the neck 
glistening blue; lesser wing coverts the same; median and greater coverts and 
quills dark brown, edged with purplish blue ; back ami scapulars purplish 
black ; tail black, the outer webs tinged with bright blue ; lower plumage and 
under wing coverts chestnut; edge of wing blue black; bill black; legs 
brown; iris dark brown. 

Length.-— 6 5 indict, wing 3 1 ; tail 2 8, tarsus 0^5 ; culmen 0 45. 
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The female has the upper plumage olive brown, tinged with fulvous; the 
tail is rufous, the forehead and sides of the head are mingled buff and ashy 
brown; ear coverts paler shafted; neck spot blue ; under surface ashy brown, 
becoming whitish on the abdomen; front of neck with a white patch. 

The young are dark brown, streaked above and below with fulvous; outer 
webs of wings and tail tinged with blue. No blue neck spot. 

Length .—6'0 inches ; wing 3*i ; tail 2-8; tarsus 0*85. 

JJab. —The Himalayas, extending to the Burmese countries and Western 
China. (Sharpe). The Rufous-bellied Fairy Blue-Chat occurs in the Punjab, 
N. W. Provinces, Oudh, British Burmah and Nepaul. It inhabits the whole 
extent of the Himalayas, being common at Simla, and extending to Assam. 
About Darjeeling, Jerdon adds it is not rare. It has been recorded from 
Arrakan and Tenasserim, and Captain Wardlaw-Ramsay procured it in Karin. 
It frequents thick bushy ground, often near water, is shy and w r ary, seldom 
showing itself. It feeds chiefly on insects, which it captures on the ground or 
picks off leaves and branches. 

It breeds in the Himalayas during April and May. The nest is usually 
placed on some rocky ridge or crevice, or in some decayed stump of a tree. 
The eggs are 4 in number, and longish oval, in color pale reddish buff, 
faintly freckled with dingy ; size 0*93 x 071. 

271 . Niltava vivida, (Szvinhoe). Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p„ 
463; Oates , B. Burnt, i. p. 297. Cyornis vivida, Swinhoe, Ibis, i. S64, p. 363; 
Hume and Dav., Str. F. 1878, p. 229; Hume , Sir. F. viii. p. 92.— 
Swinhof/s Rufous-uellied Blue-Chat. 

Whole upper plumage, lesser wing coverts and sides of the neck deep 
purplish blue, becoming ultramarine on the head, rump and upper tail 
coverts ; a narrow frontal line, lores, and feathers in front of the eye black ; 
cheeks and ear coverts blue-black; chin and throat bluish black, the rest of 
under surface chestnut; central tail feathers blue, the rest black, broadly 
margined on the outer web with blue ; quills black, washed externally 
with purplish blue ; lesser and median wing coverts the same; under wing 
coverts chestnut; bill black ; legs and feet dark brown or purplish plumbeous; 
irides deep brown, . 

Length. — 57 to 6 inches ; wing 3*25 to 3*5 5 2 ’^5 t0 5 > tarsus 075; 

culmen 0 5. 

The female is olive brown above, with a grey shade oh the mantle; the lores, 
feathers at the base* of the upper mandible and round the e>e are mixed 
ferruginous and grey; crown olive brown washed with Mite, median and 
greater coverts and quills arc brown, margined externally with a shade of 
•due; tail brown, margined externally with ferruginous> chin and throat 


miST/fy 


NILTAVA. 




ochraceous buff; under wing and under tail coverts the same ; rest of 
under surface ashy, tinged with ochraceous; the centre of abdomen whitish. 

JEiTab .—Formosa and the Tcnasserim Province of British Burmah. 

Swinhoe’s Rufous-bellied Chat was obtained by Davison on the Mooleyit 
Mountain in Tcnasserim. It extends to China. According to Davison this 
species moves about on the tops of trees by short flights. Pie always saw 
them singly. 

272. Niltava grandis, (Blyth ). Jerd . B. Bid. i. p. 476, No. 316*; 
Hume , Nests and Eggs, p. 215; Bl. B. Burm. p. 1O2 ; Hume , Sir. F. v. p. 
103; Hume and Dav . vi. p. 232; Sharpe , Cat . B. Br. Jllus. iv. p. 464 ; 
Hume , Sir. F. viii. p. 93; Oates , B. Bunn. i. p. 297. Chaitaris grandis, 
Blylh , y , A . S. B. xi. p. 189. — The Large Fairy Blue-Chat. 

Above dark purplish blue; the forehead, crown, nape, rump, upper tail 
coverts, lesser and median wing coverts and a large spot on each side of the 
neck brilliant smalt-blue ; lores, feathers above the eye, sides of face and 
entire throat and fore neck black ; greater coverts and quills black, narrowly 
margined externally with blue. Central tail feathers purplish blue ; rt ,t brown, 
margined externally with blue ; under surface of body dusky black, tinged with 
purplish, the under tail coverts edged with white ; bill black; legs reddish 
black ; iris dark brown. 

Length. —7*5 to 8 inches; wing 4-2 ; tail 3-6 ; tarsus 0*9 ; culmen o 7. 

The female is brown above, tinged with fulvous ; the tail is chestnut brown ; 
forehead, sides of the head, chin and throat bright fulvous brown, mottled with 
dusky; under surface ochraceous brown, tinged with ashy on the abdomen. 

IIab .—The Plimalayas, extending into the Burmese countries and to 
Sikkim and Nepaul. 

The Large Fairy Blue-Chat is found in the hill tracts of Eastern Bengal. 
Jerdon says it is common about Darjeeling, and Mr. Davison says it is not 
uncommon on the Mooleyit Mountain and its spurs. In Assam, too, it is fairly 
common. It is quite a forest bird, seen only on trees, dry brushwood, and 
even fallen trees. It occasionally catches insects on the wing. According to 
Hodgson it lays during April and May. Nest massive, composed of green 
moss and lichen, and lined with fine moss roots. Eggs, four in number, of a 
bufly color. In size they average i*o x 0*73. 

273. Niltava leucoproeta, {Tithed.) WardLnu-Ramsay, Tweed, 
Mem.App. p.668; Oates, B. Br. Burm. i. p. 298. Triehastoma leucoproctum, 
Tweed. P. Z . S. 1877, p. 366; Hume, Str. F. vii. p. 318. Niltava leucura, 
Ann. Nat. Hist. Str. 4, xx. p. <)5* Muscitrea evanea. Hum-, Str. F. v. 
p. 101 ; Hume, Sir . F. vi. p. 207; id. Sir . F. vii p. 318, viii. p. 91.—‘phe 
Wmi je-tailkd Blue-Chat. 
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Nasal plumes and lores black ; forehead, crown, nape and a small patch on 
the wing coverts near the edge of the wing cobalt blue; upper plumage and 
wing coverts deep blue; quills dark brown, edged with blue; four central 
feathers dull blue; the next pair dark brown, edged with blue and with a 
long streak of white on the outer web ; the next two pairs brown on the outer 
webs and almost entirely white on the inner webs ; the outermost pair brown, 
merely white at the base; sides of the head and neck, chin and throat, dull 
blue; abdomen and sides of the body bluish grey; vent and under tail coverts 
pure white; under wing coverts ashy. 

The female has the nasal plumes and lores reddish brown; the upper 
plumage olive brown tinged with rufous ; wing coverts and quills dark brown, 
margined with rufous ; tail the same, the white on the feathers the same as in 
the male, except that the outermost feathers are broadly edged with white 
on the inner web ; chin, throat, breast and sides of the body rufous olive ; 
forcneck with a large patch of white; centre of abdomen whitish; vent and 
under tail coverts white ; under wing coverts and axillaries rufous ashy; bill 
black ; legs light brown ; irides deep brown. (Limborg.) 

Length .—7 inches; tail 3 ; wing 3*6; tarsus 0*9 ; bill from gape 1. (Oates.) 

Hab. —Tcnasserim,where it was procured by Mr. Limborg; at Taoo and on 
the Mooleyit Range at elevations of 5,000 and 2,000 feet. It is, according to 
Davison, an eminently forest bird. It has the habit of rapidly expanding its 
tail, thus showing the white on it. 

274 . Niltava maegrigorise, (Burton.) Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 475, 
No. 315 ; II tunc, A r esls, and Eggs, p. 214; Wald in Bl. B. Burnt, p. 102 ; 
Hume and Dav ., Sir. F. vi. p 231 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. iv. p. 465; 
Hume , Sir . F. viii. p. 93 ; Phcenicura macgrigorice, Burton , P. Z. S. 1835, 
p. 152. Niltava vivida, Hume, Sir. F. ii. p. 475. —The Small Fairy Blue- 
Chat. 

Above rich purplish blue ; forehead, eyebrow, rump, upper tail coverts and a 
spot on each side of the neck brilliant rich cobalt; lores, sides of face, feathers 
above the eye and entire throat deep purple ; lesser wing coverts purplish blue ; 
median coverts and quills black, edged externally with purplish blue ; tail 
feathers deep purplish blue, all but the centre feathers black on the inner web; 
lower plumage ashy, becoming albescent on the abdomen and under tail 
coverts ; under wing coverts and axillaries pure white ; bill black; legs reddish 
black ; iris dark brown. 

The adult female is plain olivaceous above, lighter below, with a neck patch 
of light lavender blue. 

Length — p 6 to 4*8 inches ; wing 26; tail 2*15 5 laTSUS °‘7 ; culmen 0*6. 

Hab. —The Himalayas up to Simla in the N. VV. Provinces, also Oudh, the 
hills of Faster 11 Bengal. Assam, Sikkim, British Burmah and Nepaul. 


HMlSrtfy, 


SYLVIA. 



235 



Jerclon say's it is common at Simla and about Darjeeling, and, according to 
Oates, has. been recorded from Arrakan and Tenasserim by Blyth. Accord¬ 
ing to Ilume (Nests and Eggs) it breeds in Nepaul and Sikkim from April to 
June at from 3,000 to 5,000 feet. The nests are placed on the ground and are 
composed of soft moss of different kinds. Eggs 3 to 4 in number. 


Family.— TURDID^E. 


Bill slender but rather wide and depressed ; wing long and flat , with a very 
small bastard primary not more than half the length 0/ the second , the latter 
generally longer than the secondaries. Composed of birds generally migratory. 


Sub-family. —SYLVIIN^E— Grey Warblers. 


The young in first plumage differ very slightly in color from the adult, 
both being unspotted both above and below. In rare instances in which the 
upper parts are spotted in the adult the spots are less conspicuous in the 
young. (Seebohm.) 


Gen. Sylvia.— Scop. 


Bill Sylviince, generally with more or less dark underneath ; nostrils in a 
groove. Tail nearly even, generally with white on the outermost tail feathers ; 
bastard primary not extending beyond the primary coverts, or not more than 
0*3 ; 2nd primary generally shorter than the 3rd and 4th ; feet and tarsus stout, 
latter scutellated in front. The males of many have dark heads. 

275. Sylvia cinorea, Bechst . Orn. Taschenb. i. p. 170; Tem. Man. 
cCQrn . p. 112 ; Gray Gen. B. i. p. 174; Heugl. Or 11. N. 0 . A/r. i. p. 307; 
Blf. Geol. and Zool. Abyss . p. 379; Shelley , B. Egypt, p. in. Curruca 
cinerea {Bechst.) Gould B. Eur . ii. pi. 125. Sylvia rufa, (Bodd) PI. E, 
p. 35 ; apud. Newt . ed. Farr. B. Eur. pt. 1 ; Hume , Sir. F. iii, 48S ; Murray, 
Hdble. Zool., fyc., Sind, p. 163; Murray, Vert. Zool., Sind. p. 162.—The 
European White-Throat. 

“ Male. —Over the eye is a streak of yellowish white. Head on the crown 
slate grey with a tinge of brown ; neck on the sides pale brownish grey ; on 
the back and nape, lighter greyish brown than the head ; chin and throat silvery 
white, the latter has the feathers somewhat puffed out as when it is inflated in 
singing ; breast above pale dull white, tinged with rose colour, and on the sides 
shaded off to yellowish white, and into greyish white below ; back reddish 
brown, but tinged with olive on its lower part. The wings extend to within an 
inch and a half of the end of the tail. Expanse inches. The first primary 
extremely short; the 2nd and 3rd of equal length and the longest; edge of 
outer quill white; underneath grey; greater and lesser wing coverts reddish 
brown ; primaries pale brown, narrowly efdgcd with chestnut; the secondaries 
and terliaries also pale brown, broadly edged with brighter chest nut than 
the former; tail somewhat rouuded, graduated and brown; middle feathers 
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margined lighter; outer feather on each side dull white over the greater portion 
or the whole of outer web, and often a portion of the inner; next two feathers 
tipped with the same. Tail underneath grey; upper tail-coverts inclining to 
olive brown; under tail coverts pale brownish white, with a tinge of faint rose 
red ; legs pale rusty brown; toes darker with more of an olive tinge; claws 
dusky brown. 

“Length— 5^- to 6 inches; bill bluish brown, base of under mandible 
yellowish brown, and the corners of the mouth yellowish green; iris- 
brownish yellow. A winter visitant.”— Morris, Br . Bird, vol. iii. p. 227. 

Hah, —Europe, extending to Persia, Siberia and Turkestan ; Sind, Punjab, 
N. W. Provinces, Bengal, Guzerat, Western, Central and Southern Africa. 

276. Sylvia jerdoni, Biyth, J.A. S. B. xvi. p. 439; Blf. East. 
Persia, ii. p. 172 ; Hume, Sir. F, i. p. 197, ii. 330; Seehohm Monog . B. Br. 
Mus. v. p. 16; Murray , Vert. Zool. , Sind, p. 161.— The Eastern Orphean 
Warbler. 

Adult Male. — General colour slaty grey ; head, lores, and feathers behind the 
eye, ear coverts and nape sooty black; primaries and secondaries brown, their 
outer margins whitish, the secondaries edged at the tips with greyish white, as 
also some of the tertiaries ; tail darker brown than the wings, the outermost 
feathers white on the outer web, and nearly one-half of the inner, the next two 
tipped white; in some specimens the centre feathers are margined very 
narrowly and tipped with fulvescent white; chin and throat white; belly, flanks, 
\ent and under tail coverts greyish white, darker on the under tail coverts; bill 
dark brown; the base of the lower mandible pale yellowish; legs and feet 
dusky brown; irides hazel. 

Length.—6 75 to 7 inches; wing 3 to 3*25 ; tail 275. The Female differs 
from the male in having the brown of the head less darker than the back. 

Hah. —Northern, Southern and Western India, Sind, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, 
Beloochistan, S. E. Persia, Afghanistan, Turkestan, Kutch, Kattiawar ; Jodh- 
pore, Jcypore, North Guzerat, Mount Aboo and Deccan. Breeds in Persia 
and Turkestan; winters in Arabia and the plains of India. 

277. Sylvia affinis, Biyth, Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. p. 187; Eume, 
Sir. F. vii. p. 60 ; i. 197 ; ii. 332 ; iii. 272; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. 209, No. 582 ; 
Murray , Hdbk ., Zool., §'c., Sind , p. 163. Sylvia curruca, apud. Jerd. B. Ind. 
ii. p. 209; apud. BIB Fast. Persia , ii. p. 175 ; Murray , Vert. Zool., Sind , 
p. 161 .—The Allied Grey Warbler. 

General colour pale slaty or brownish grey; supercilium indistinct; wings 
and tail brownish ; outermost tail feather on each side white on their outer 
webs; chin, throat, belly, and under tail-coverts, also axillaries and under 
wmg coverts, white, tinged greyish brown on the breast and flanks ; bill and 
h gs brown , irides light brown. 
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Length, —6 inches ; wing 2*5 * L tail 2*25 ; bill at front 0*51. 

Half .—Nearly all India and Ceylon, Sind, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Behar, 
Deccan, Kutch, Guzerat, Kattiawar, Jodhpore and Sambhur; also Beloochistan, . 
Persia, S. Afghanistan and Turkestan. Seebohm says it breeds throughout 
Siberia, extending northwards almost to the limit of forest growth. 

278 . Sylvia altliea, Hume, Sir. F. vii. p. 60; Seebohm, Cat. B. Br. 
Mus. vol. v. p. 20; Sylvia affinis, Blyth apud. Jerd. B. Ind. vol. ii. p. 209; 
apud. Legge, B. Ceylon , p. 53 $ > Hurray, Vert, Zool., Sind, p. 162. — Tiie 
Himalayan Lesser White-Throat. 

. Upper surface darkish grey, slightly tinged with brown on the back. Under 
surface white ; 2nd primary intermediate in length between, or equal to 6th 
and 7th, or 7th and 8th; wing 27 to 2*8 ; culmen 0-56 to o* 5 i ; tarsus o*S to 
°' 75 . 

Hab.~ Sind, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Deesa, Concan and Deccan. 
A winter visitant. . 

279 . Sylvia minuscula, Hume, Sir. F. i. 198; vii. 58 ct seq. ; viii. 
pp. 103, 388, 498 ; Seebohm, Cat . B. Br. Mus . vol. v. p. 20, pi. i ; Murray , 
Vert. Zool. , Sind, p. 161 .— Hume’s Lesser White-Throat. 

PLATE. 

Forehead and crown pale bluish grey ; back, rump and upper tail coverts 
isabelline fawn, or pale sandy brown; chin, throat and under surface 
white; 2nd primary equal to the 7th, in some intermediate between 7th and 
8th; wing 2*3 to 2*45. 

Hub.— Sind, ‘Beloochistan, Afghanistan, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Rajputana, 

\ Kutch and Guzerat. 

280. Sylvia liana, Hcmpr. ct Ehr. Symb. Phys, Avcs. fol. c. c. : 
Gray , Handlist B. p. 212 ; Hcugl, Orn. N. 0 . A/r. i. p. 306; Dresser, Ibis,- 
1876, p. 80; j 31 /. East. Pers. ii. p. 187; Sir. F. i. 199; ii. 330; Murray ]' 
Hdbk ., Zool . tyc., Sind, p. 1.64; Seebohm, Cat. B . Br. Mas. v. p. 26. 
Sylvia delicatula, Hartlaub. Ibis , 1859, p. 340, pi. x. fig. i. ; Blyth, Ibis , 
1867, p. 28 -Hume, Ibis, 1869, p. 355 ; Sir. F. i. p. 199 : Murray, Vert. 
Zool. , Sind, p. 163. —The Desert Warbler. 

“ The lores are greyish white; from the nostrils to the upper margin of the 
eye runs a very narrow yellowish streak, whiter and less grey than the lores ; 
this line ceases to be visible in nine out of ten skins, but is sttflicienth 
apparent in the freshly killed bird. A circle of yellowish white feathers 
surrounds the eye ; forehead, crown, occiput, nape, back' and scapulars pale 
fawn brown; rump and upper tail cover L pale rufous; centra] tail feathers 
pale rufous, with dark shafts ; external lateral feathers wholly while; next 
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pair white on the outer webs, and with a moderately broad white tip to both 
webs, the rest of the inner webs dark hair brown; the rest of the feathers 
dark hair brown, margined on the outer webs with pale rufous. The whole 
of the lower parts white, with, in the freshly-killed birds, a just perceptible 
rufescent tinge ; wing lining and axillaries pure white ; wing pale brown, 
narrowly margined and tipped with rufescent white ; the tertiaries pale dingy 
rufescent with brown shafts. 


“ Length .—4*8 to 4*9 inches; expanse 7 to 7*2 ; tail from vent 1 *8 to 2 ; wing 
2 to 2'2 ; wing when closed reach to within 1 to V 2 of end of tail ; bill at 
front 0*3 to 0*33 ; tarsus o*8 ; irides yellow to orange yellow; legs and feet pale 
yellow, in some very pale lemon yellow; claws dusky;. bill pale yellow, dusky, 
or horny grey on culmen and at tip.” (Hume, Sir . F. i. p. 199.) 

Hah.— Sind, Beloochistan, Kokand, Southern Persia and Algiers; also 
Punjab, N. W. Provinces and Rajputana. Breeds in Turkestan. In Sind it is 
a winter visitant, affecting arid plains, and sides of hills wherever there is an 
abundance of scrubby vegetation. 


281. Sylvia familiaris, Menc tries, Cat. Rais. Cauc. p. 32; Seehohm . 
Momg. R. Br. Mus. v. p. 36. Aedon familiaris (Menetr.) Gray , Gen. B. i. 
p. 173 ; id. Handlist B. i. p. 211 ; Dresser , B. Eur. pt. xxxii. ; Hume , Sir. F. 
iii. p.476; Murray , Jldbk Zool. §-c., Sind , p. 151 ; Murray , Vert. Zool ., 
Sind , p. 16-3 ; —The Grey-backed Warbler, 

The following is Mr. Hume’s description of Indian specimens, ex “ Stray 
Feathers” vol. iii. p. 477. 

“A broad superciliary stripe from the nostrils over and for some little 
distance behind the eyes dull white or yellowish white; a brown stripe from 
the nostrils to the anterior angle of the eye, continued backwards, though not 
conspicuous, for some distance from the posterior angle; forehead, crown, 
occiput, sides of the neck, entire back and wing dull earthy brown, paler and 
more drabby in some; quills and coverts margined and narrowly tipped with 
dull yellowish or brownish white, with usually a slight rufescent tinge on the 
margins of (he primaries. Rump brownish chestnut ; upper tail coverts and 
tail chestnut; central tail feathers more or less brown on one or both webs ; 
all the other tail feathers with a conspicuous subterminal dark brown band 
(which in the outer feathers runs some distance down the outer web) and 
tipped, the two pairs next the centre narrowly with rufescent, and the other 
three successively more and more broadly with pure white. Chin and throat 
sor lid white, with an indication of a darker line at the angle of the gape; 
car coverts and the rest of the lower parts similar, but tinged with a faint 
brov.nii.h hade usually; wing lining and axillaries with a very faint yellowish 
salmon tint; inner margins of quills, on the lower surface, with a decided 
huffy salmon tinge. 
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Length.—Male, 6*S indies; expanse 975 ; tail from vent 2*62 ; wing 3*3 : 
tarsus 0-97 ; bill at front 077; bill at gape 0*87. 

Length. — Female , 7*5 inches; expanse io ’62 ; tail 2 62; wing 3’5 ; tarsus 
1-03; bill at front roS; bill from gape 0-93.; mid-toe and claw 0*87; hind^oe 
and claw 0*56. 

“ The first quill is about 075 long; the third quill is longest; the second 
and fourth, which are nearly equal, about o’o6 shorter; the fifth about 0*25 
shorter, tail somewhat rounded ; outer tail feathers about 0 35, shorter than 
those next the central pair, which latter are shorter than those next them by 
about 0-15; the frontal feathers are prolonged over the base of the bill, 
extending laterally quite to the nostrils; legs and feet dusky or livid flesh}- ; 
irides dark brown ; bill dusky brown ; lower mandible yellowish, fleshy at the 
base.” 

IThb* —Afghanistan, Beloochistan, Persia, Sind, Kutch, Jodhpore and 
North Guzerat, visiting Sind in the course of its migration about the middle of 
September. 

Gen. Phylloscopus.— Boie ; Willow-Warblers. 

Bill Acrocephaline, pale underneath, slender, small, straight, with a few 
short rictal bristles ; wings long, flat, and pointed, or short and rounded as in 
those which inhabit the plains'and breed in the mountains near by; bastard 
primary small; greater wing coverts, with pale tips in the spring plumage ; 
auxiliaries and under wing coverts yellow . 

■ This genus comprises a group of birds, mostly of small size, familiarly 
known as Willow or Tree Warblers, tolerably abundant throughout India 
during winter— ^-a very few only of which are known to breed in the llim.ilu. a>. 
They are exclusively fly-catchers or insectivorous, feeding on minute insects 
and flies, which they pick off leaves and branches or capture in the air, and 
may be said to be strictly arboreal. The majority have their summer resi¬ 
dence in Europe or Western Asia, and migrate thousands of miles in winter. 
Seebohm says: “In their breeding range these birds are pala?arctic, ranging 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, one species being known even to cross 
vBehring’s Straits into Alaska." Those which breed in the Himalayas ascend 
till they reach a palaearctic climate. • 

No mesial line on the crown. 

282. Pliylloscopus borealis, (Lias.) Section Tins, 1 S 77 , p. 60 ; 
Dresser , B. Eur. ii. p. 509; Hume and Dav ., vi. p. 352 i Hume. S/r. F. vjii. 
p. 102; Seebohm, Ibis, 1879, P» 91 ll ^ ^ uS ‘ v * P* Odt,\ 

Str. F. x. p. 222; id. B. Bunn. i. p. 77. Phyllopneusie bore a I Was. 
Naum. 1858, p. 313.—The Arctic Willow-Warbler. 
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Above olive green, lighter or somewhat yellow on the rump; wing coverts 
brown, the outer webs margined with olive greeen ; median and greater coverts 
with yellowish white tips forming two bars, a well-defined narrow yellow or 
greyish white eye stripe extending to the nape; lores and feathers behind the 
eye brown; ear coverts olive mingled with yellowish ; under wing coverts and 
axillaries, also the thighs, pale yellow; tail brown, the outer webs olive green, 
the inner webs except the central feathers brown, margined with greyish white ; 
under surface of body white, slightly suffused with yellow ; bill Acrocephaline ; 
upper mandible dark brown, under mandible pale; iris dark brown • le^s 
and feet brown ; 2nd primary intermediate in length between the 5th and 6th ; 
3rd and 4th longest; 1st primary 0*3 to 0*45. 


Length. — 4*8 inches; wing 2-5 to 27 ; tail 2 ; tarsus cr8; culraen cr68. 

In summer the upper parts become greyer, the olive green margins to the 
wing and tail feathers and the tips to the wing coverts disappear, and the under 
surface is nearly pure white. 


Hah.— The Arctic Willow-Warbler is a winter visitor to Burmah. It has 
been found in Pegu and Kyeikpadien and in the southern half of Tenas- 
serim at Bankasoon and Malewoon. It extends down the Malay Peninsula 
and Archipelago as far as Timor and Flores, also Cochin-China. On the 
Andaman Island it has also been procured, but no where north or west of 
Burmah. 

Mi. Seebohm found the nest in Siberia. It was built on the ground in a 
wood thinly scattered with trees, and was placed in a recess on the side of a 
tussock or mound of grass. It was semi-domed, the outside being composed 
of moss and the inside of fine dry grass. The eggs, five in number, were 
white, profusely spotted all over with pale pink. 

283. Pliylloscopus nitidus, Blyth, J. A. S. B . xii. p. 965; xiv. 
P- 59 1 ; Jerd.B.Ind . ii. p. 193, No. 559; Hume , Sir. F. 1873, p. 197 ; 
Legge, Ibis , 1874, p. 22 ; Seebohm, Ibis, 1877, p. 72 ; id. Cal. B. Br. Mus. 
v. p. 43; Murray , Hdbk., Zool. &c., Sind, p. 162; Murray, Vert . Z00L, 
Sind, p. 159. Phyllopneuste nitida, (Biylh) Adam, Sir. F. 1873, p. 3S2.— 
1 he Greek Willow-Warbler. 

Head, nape, back, scapulars, rump and upper tail coverts yellowish green • 
supercilium extending to the nape yellow; lesser wing coverts and tips and 
edges of the median ones like the back; greater wing coverts brown, edged 
with yellowish green and tipped yellow, forming a conspicuous wing band; 
primaries, their coverts and secondaries brown, edged on their outer webs with 
} ellowi;.h green; 2nd primary intermediate in length between 6th and 7th; 
exposed 1st primary 0*55 to o*6; edge of the wing, under wing coverts and 
entire under surface yellow or yellowish green ; in some specimens albescent 
0,1 1 i: c * 1,n 5 bill dusky brown; the lower mandible pale; legs light brown; 

1 ri des dark brown. 
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Length. — 4*5 to 475 inches; wing 2*5 ; bill at front 0*5. 

Iiah. —Sind, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Concan, Deccan, 
Southern India, Ceylon, and Nepaul; breeding in the Himalayas and wintering 
in the plains. 

284 . Phylloscopus viridanus, Blyth, J . A. S. B. xii. p. 967 ; 
Jcrd. B. Ind. ii. p. 193, No.. 560 ; Brooks , Ibis, 1872, p. 31; Scully, S/r. F. 
iv. p. I48; Seehohm, Ibis, 1877, p. 73 ; Hume, Sir. F. vi. p. 356. Phyl- 
lopneuste viridanus, Blyth and Wald., B. Burm. p. 105. Phylloscopus 
seebohmi, Hume, Sir. F. v. p. 355.-—The Indian Willow- Warbler. 

Similar to Phylloscopus nitidus, except that the quills are narrowly tipped 
with pale white and that the greater coverts only are tipped with pale yellowish 
white, and so forming only one wing bar; 3rd, 4th and 5th primaries longest; 
2nd intermediate in length between 7th and 8th, sometimes between 6th 
and 7th ; 2nd primary 0*5 to 0*65. 

Length. —4 inches ; wing 2*3 to 2*5 ; tarsus 075 ; culmen 0*45 to 0*5. 

Hab .—The Himalayas up to Cashmere, where it breeds. In winter it is 
found all over India nearly. It has been recorded from Arrakan, in Tenas- 
serim at Thatone, Moulmein, and Tavoy, and extends through the Indo- 
Burmese countries to Cochin-China. In India proper it is recorded as 
having occurred in the N. W. Provinces, Oudh and Bengal, also Rajputana 
and Southern India ; also from Nepaul. Mr. Brooks found its nest in Cashmere 
at an elevation of 1 1,000 feet. It was a domed structure, placed on the steep 
bank side of a ravine full of birch trees, but it did not contain eggs. 

285, Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus, Swinh., Ibis, 1861 , p. 330 ; 
Seehohm, Ibis, 1 S 77 , p. 76 ; Hume and J)av . vi. p. 355 ; Brooks, Sir. F. vii. 
p.508; Hume , Sir. F. viii. p. 385; Bingham, Sir. F. ix. p. 187 ; Seehohm , 
Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 45. Phyllopneuste plumbeitarsus, David et. Oust . Ois 
Chine, p. 270.— Mindendorff’s Willow-Warbler. 

Similar to Phylloscopus viridanus, except that the greater and median coverts 
are pale tipped and form two bars on the wing; the ear coverts are greenish 
yellow, and the under plumage pale greyish yellow; bill pale yellow on 
lower mandible, brown on the upper. 

Length. —4*2 inches; wing 22; tail 17; tarsus 07; culmen 0*6; 2nd 
primary intermediate in length between 7th and 8th, occasionally equals the 
8th ; 1st primary 0*5 to 07. Legs plumbeous. 

Hab .—British Burmah. According to Oates it is a very common winter 
visitor to Pegu. 

Mr. Davison obtained it in December near Moulmein, and Captain Bingham 
observed it in the Thoungyeen Valley. It passes through China on migration, 
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and appears to summer in Turkestan and Southern Siberia. It frequents 
thickly foliaged trees. Nothing is known of its nidification. 

286 . Pliylloscopus tenellipes, Swinh., Ibis, i860, p. 53; Seebohm , 
Ibis , 1877, p. 75; Brooks , iS/r. iv. p. 276; Hume and Dav ., .SYr. .F. vi. 
pp. 354, 517; Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. 102 ; Secbohm, Cat. B. Br. Ulus. v. p. 
46; Oates , £■//'. i* 7 . x. p. 222; id. B. Br. Bunn., i. p. 81.—The Pale-legged 
Willow-Warbler. 

Above olive brown, suffused with buff, especially on the rump; a buffish 
white narrow eye streak extending to the nape ; lores and feathers behind the 
eye blackish ; ear coverts mingled buff and brown ; wings brown, edged with 
olive brown ; the median and the greater coverts tipped with buff, forming two 
distinct wing bars. Under surface of body white, suffused with buff, especially 
on the flanks and vent. 

Tail feathers brown, externally margined with pale buffish brown, and the 
inside webs with bullish white. 

Bill Acrocephaline; upper mandible dark brown, lower mandible pale 
ir is brown ; legs, feet and claws pale flesh colour ; 3rd, 4th and 5 th primaries 
longest; 2nd equal to the 7th ; 1st primary 0*5 to o - 53. 

In autumn plumage the olive brown of the upper parts is replaced by 
russet brown, the eye stripe and under surface more suffused with buff. 

Length. —5*15 inches ; wing 2*2 to 2*67; tail 2 ; tarsus 073 ; bill from gape 
0*65. 

Hab. —British Burmah and southwards in the Malay Peninsula. It is also 
recorded from Cochin-China, Amoy, and Pekin. Oates says the Pale-legged 
Willow-Warbler is a winter visitor to Burmah, but a comparatively rare one. It 
was obtained by Davison in various parts of Tenasserim. It is said to breed 
in Japan. Habits the same as other Phylloscopi. 

287 - Pliylloscopus magnirostris, Btyth, J. a. s. b. xii. p. 966; 
Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 191, No. 556; Brooks, Sir. F. iii. p. 243 ; Seebohm , Ibis, 
I877, p. 77; Hume and Dav., Sir. F. vi. p. 355 ; Hume, Sir. F. viii. 
p. 102 ; Seebohm , Cat . B. Br. Mus. v. p. 47 ; Oates , B. Br. Burm. i. p. 82. 
Phyllopneuste magnirostris, Bl. B . Burm. p. 105.—The Large-billed 
Willow-Warbler . 

Above dark olive green, slightly darker on the head and somewhat greener 
on the rump ; eye stripe pale yellowish white; lores and feathers behind the 
eye brown ; ear coverts yellowish white, suffused with brown; wing coverts 
and wings brown, edged with olive; the median coverts with small and the 
greater coverts with large yellowish white tips, forming two distinct wing 
bars: tad brown, edged with olive green on the outer webs and tipped paler 
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beneath; the inner webs, except those of the central tail feathers, ^ith a 
narrow greyish white margin. Under surface of body pale greyish yellow, 
greyest on the breast and flanks; auxiliaries, under wing coverts and thighs 
greyish yellow. Bill much decurved at tip, the rictal bristles well developed ; 
upper mandible dark brown, under mandible pale, darker towards the tip ; 
legs, feet and claws bluish brown; 4th and 5th primaries longest; 2nd inter¬ 
mediate between 7th and 8th, 1st primary 0 6 to 075. 


Length — 5.4 inches ; wing 27 ; tail 2*2; bill from gape 0*65. 

Hab. —The Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Central India, the 
Central Provinces, Deccan, and South India, also British Burmah, C ash- 
mere and Nepaul. It has been recorded from Arrakan by Biyth. Davison 
procured it in Tenasserim,. and Mr. Hume records it from the Malay Penin¬ 
sula. It is generally spread over'the whole Peninsula of India, Ceylon, and 
the Andamans, and summers in the Himalayas up to Cashmere, where it breeds. 



Mr. Brooks, who met with this species in the Himalayas, says : “The condi¬ 
tions this bird retire are wooded cliffs or very steep rocky banks impracti¬ 
cable for man, and plenty of flowing water below. Above a roaring torrent it 
is in its element and sings most vigorously. 


288. Phylloscopus lugubris, Biyth, Ann. Nat.Hist. xii. p. 98; 
Biyth and Walden , B. Burnt., p. 105 ; Biyth, J. A. S. B. xii. p. 96S ; 
Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 192, No. 558; Seebohm, Ibis, 1877, p. 78 ; Hume, Sir. F. 
vi. p.355; Anders. Yu71 nan. Expcd. p. 624 ; Hume, Str. F. viii. p. 102; 
Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 48 ,• Oates, B. Br. Burnt., i. p. S3.— 
Blyth’s Willow-'Warbler. 

Closely allied to Phylloscopus magnirostris, being absolutely identical in 
colour and in its seasonal changes, and would scarcely be entitled to specific 
rank were it not that it appears to have a more eastern geographical range. 
It is somewhat smaller, with a more rounded wing ; the 4th and 5th primaries 
are longest and the 2nd is equal to the 10th ; 1st primary 07 to 0'8 inch. 

Length.—$ inches; wing 2*4 to 2*6 ; tail 2’0 to 2*1 ; tarsus 075 ; culmen 
0*45 to 0-62. 

This is one of the most abundant species of the genus. It is found in the 
Eastern Himalayas, where it breeds, and as far west as Nepaul. It extends in 
winter to Assam and Lower Bengal. Jerdon records it from the Neilgherries, the 
Wynaad, Bengal and Sikkim. Round Pegu Oate’s says it is very common. 
Dr. Armstrong got it at Elephant Point, Mr. Davison in the northern half of 
the Tenasserim Division, and Dr. Anderson procured it near .Bhamo. 
Seebohm says it straggles in the winter to the Philippine Islands. 

Like the last this species is entirely arboreal in its habits, affecting the 
high tree tops. 


A pale mesial line on the crown . 
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289. Phylloscopus occipitalis, {Myth). Seetohm, Cal. B. By. 
Mils. v. p. 150. Phyllopneuste occipitalis, (Jerd.) fide. Blylh J . A. S. B. 
xiv. p. 593 . Reguloides occipitalis, (Jerd). fide Jerd., B. bid. ii. p. 196 ,' 
No. 563; Brooks, Ibis, 1S69, p. 457 i Cock and Marsh, Sir. F. 1873,’ 
p. 355 ; Hume, Nesls and Eggs, Ind. B. p. 362. Phylloscopus occipitalis,’ 
(Jerd). fide Seebohm, Ibis, 1877, p. 80.— Jerdon’s Crowned Willow- 
Warbler. 

Above olive green, slightly yellower on the rump and upper tail coverts; a 
well-defined narrow yellowish white eye stripe from the base of the bill to the 
nape on each side, and a pale rather broader mesial one on the crown the 
interspaces dark olive green ; wing coverts olive green; the median and Greater 
series with greyish white tips, forming two pale bars across each wing; quills 
brown, tipped narrowly with greyish white, externally edged with yellowish 
green and emarginated as far as the sixth primary; tail brown, externally edged 
with yellowish green, and, except the two central feathers, the inner webs have 
a narrow well-defined greyish white margin ; under surface greyish white very 
slightly suffused with yellow, greyest on the breast and flanks • axillaries 
under wing coverts and thighs pale yellow; bill Acrocephaline; upper man’ 
d.ble dark brown ; under mandible pale, slightly darker towards the tip • legs 
feet and claws dark brown ; 3rd, 4th and 5th primaries nearly equal and longest • 
2nd intermediate between 7th and 8th ; 1st primary 0'5S to 0*7. 

Length.— 475 to j inches; wing 2-65 to 27; culmen 07 to o-6. 

The summer plumage is greyer on the upper parts, the lower parts become 
abraded, the light tips to the quills and wing coverts also become abraded, and 
the yellowish green edgings greyer. The autumn plumage is rather brighter 
everywhere, otherwise it is similar to that of the summer. 

Hab.- The Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh and Bengal, also British Burmah 
(Tenasserim Province), Cashmere and Nepaul. 

Jerdon’s Willow-Warbler breeds in Cashmere and throughout the Himalayas 
generally during the latter half of May, June and the first half of July from 
4,000 to 8,000 feet. The nests are placed in holes under the stump of a 
tree, or steep bank sides. Eggs 4 to 5 in number, pure white, 0 65 x 07 
inch. 5 

290. Phylloscopus eoronatus, (Temm.) Sivinhoe, Ibis, 1863 , p . 9 , . 
Seebohm, Ibis. 1877, p. 79; id. Cal. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 49; Oates, B. Br. 
Burin., i. p. 84. I'icedula coronata, Tcm. el Schleg. Faun. Jap. Aves. p. 48 
pi. xviii. Phyllopneuste coronata, David, el Oust. Ois Chine, p. 269. Reguloides 
coronata, Hum. and Ban., Sir. F. vi. p. 356; Hum, Sir. F. viii.p; io 2 ._! 
Ikmiunck’s Crowned Willow-Warbler. 
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Upper plumage olive green, the head suffused with dusky; a yellowish 
White mesial line on the crown, and another on each side from the base of the 
bill to the nape ; lores and feathers behind the eye brown ; ear Coverts mixed 
yellowish and dusky ; wings and wing coverts brown, externally margined with 
yellowish green ; the median and greater coverts tipped with yellowish, forming 
two wing bars ; tail olive brovvn, externally margined with yellowish green, and, 
except the twO centre feathers, narrowly margined on the inner webs with 
greyish white ; under surface white suffused with yellow, the breast and flanks 
greyish; under wing cOverts> axillaries, thighs and inldcr tail coverts paleyeltoiv . 
The summer plumage is duller. Upper mandible brown, lower mandible 
yellowish -'month yellow; legs and feet plumbeous. 

Length.-* -5*2 inches; tail 2’t ; wing 2’4; tarsus 07 ; bill from gape o*6 ; 
kst primary 0’$ to 0'55 inch ; 2nd primary longer than the 7th and shorter 
than the 6th. 

H ah, British Bufmah, in the Pegii and Tenasserim Provinces ; south¬ 
wards down the Malay Peninsula as far as Java and Cochin-China. Accord¬ 
ing to Seebohm it breeds in Japan in the valley of the Ussuri and in the 
BUb-alpinc districts of South East Persia. Its habits are not known. 

291. PkyllOscOpus reguloides, Blyth, J. A . S. B. xi. p. 191 ; xii. 
p. 963 ; Scebohm, Cat . B, Br. Mus . v. p. 5. Reguloides trochiloides, (StrnJ.) 
Jerd. B. bid . ii. p. 196, No. 564 ; Hume. Str. F iii. p. 139 ; Bl. and Wald k 
B. Burnu p. to5 ; Hu Me and Bav., Str. F. vi. p. 35S; Hume , Sir. F. viii. 
p. 102 ; Scully, Sir . F. viii. p. 307 ; Brooks , Sir. F. x p. 169. Reguloides 
viridipennis, {Bl.) Jerd, B. Ind. ii. p. 198, No. 567. Phylloscopus vfrklipcnnis, 
{Bl.) Seebohm, Ibis, 1877, p. 82. Phylloscopus flavolivacca, IJumc , Sir. F. 
v. p. $04 ; Hume and JDav., Sir. F. vi. p. 358. Reguloides fhu olivaceous 
Hume , Sir, F. viii. p, 102 ; ix. p. 291 .—Blyth' s Crowned Willow*. 
Warbled 

An ill-defined coronal streak from the forehead to the nape, and a well - 
defined superciliary streak on each side pale yellowish. Upper parts olive green, 
slightly yellower on the rump and upper tail coverts ; the interspaces on the 
crown dark olive ; wings and wing coverts brown,' edged externally with bright 
olive green; the median and greater coverts with yellow tips forming two con¬ 
spicuous wing bars; quills brown, very narrowly lipped paler, and the outer 
Webs margined with bright olive green;, lores and feathers behind the eye 
brown; ear coverts mixed brown and yellowish ; lower plumage greyish white* 
whiter on the belly, and more or less suffused with yellow , under wing coverts, 
axillaries and thighs bright yellow. In summer, as in all the 
the plumage is duller. Upper mandible dark brown ; lower one with the gape, 
and the edges of the upper mandible yellow ; iris dark ha/el; legs yellowish 
brown. 
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Leng/h. —4*6 inches; wing 2*2.5 to 2-4 inches; tail 1*85 to 2*0.; tarsus 0*7 ; 
... •. . .bill from gape. 0/6 1st primary o*6 inches in length, the 2nd about equal to 
the jtoth 3rd, 4th and 5th about equal and longest. 

Hab .—The Himalayas from ^Nepaul eastwards, in the alpine districts, of 
which it 'is supposed'to breech It winters in both the Indian‘and Burmah 
Peninsulas. 


. It has been recorded from the N. W. Provinces of India, also from Oudh, 
Bengal, British Burmah and Nepaul. Oates says it is common throughout 
Southern Pegu, and, quoting Davison, that it has been met with in Tenasserim. 
Dr. Armstrong procured it at Amherst. It is said to be common also from 
Cashmere eastwards,'and/to have occurred in China., Jerdom under R. tro* 
chiloides , says he got it at Calcutta, .and that Mr. Blyth has seen it from Dchra 
Doon, and .again, under R. viridipennis, that he obtained it at Darjeeling. 
It is found on trees, searching the leaves for insects. 


292. Phylloscopus viridipennis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiv. p. 275 ; 
Hume, Sir. F. v. p. 330; Brook's and Hume, Str. F. ix. pp. 290, 291 ; Secbohm , 
Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 53. Phylloscopuspresby tis, (Mull,) Secbohm , Ibis , 1877, 
p. S83. Reguloides viridipennis, ( Bl.) Ilume, Sir. F. viii. p. 202.— Wallace’s 
Crowned Willow-Warbler.' 

Similar to Phylloscopus reguloides, except that it is smaller and that the 
• jn;ier webs of the three outermost-tail feathers on each side are \yl\ite. The 
lower plumage, too, is more suffused with yellow. Bill dark brown, the lower 
mandible pale. . 

Length— 4*3 inches; wing 2*05 to Vi ; tail 1.7,' tarsus 075 ; bill from gape 
0’‘55 ; 2nd primary equal to‘ the 10th ; 1st Q’55 inch to 07; 4th and 5th. 
primaries longest. 

fiab— British Burmah and southwards down the MalayVeninsula. Seebohm 
, says it breeds in the. mountains of British Burmah and winters in the plains, 
ranging also as far .as Timor and probably also Sumatra. Mr. Davison procured 
it on the Mooleyit Mountain in Tenasserim, and he also found a nest in 
February. It was a globular structure, made of moss mingled with dry leaves 
and fibres, and lined wjlh vegetable down.- The nest was placed in a mass of 
creepers on the face of a rock, and contained 3 pure white eggs. 

No bar across ihe wings ; bill slender , depressed at base. 

293. Phyljosoopus tristis. Blyth, '-J. A, S. B. xii. P.966; xiv. 
p. 59; Jerd. £’: Hid. ii . *p. *190, No. 554; Dresser, B. Fur. pt. lxvi. 1875 ; 
Blf. Fast, P<ys. ii. p. 1S0; Scully, Sir. p\ . iv. p. 148 ; Seebohm , Ibis, 1877, 
p. 97; 1879, p. 40 y id. Cat. B. Br. Mas. v. 63; Murray , Hdbk. Z00L 

Spid.^ p; i () i. Phyllopneuste tri-tis, '(Blyth) Gould. B, Asia, pt. xvii. 
Fiiylloscopus bpjh'mi, 11 am-y r, ajad, Blf. Fast Persia, ii. p. 182.— The 
Siberian Willow-Warbler. \ 



mt$T/}y 


PHYLLOSCOPUS. 


247 



Above dull earthy brown, with an olive green tinge on the lower back and 
rump; lores and behind the eye and car coverts like the back; supercilium 
pale buffy white ; wings brown, their coverts with pale margins, and the 
primaries and secondaries edged on their outer webs with greenish; edge of 
wing and under wing coverts yellow; tail brown, the feathers edged on their 
outer webs with yellowish green ; the inner web faintly and narrowly margined 
with whitish; under surface albescent; bill dark brown ; legs black ; irides 
brown. 

Length. —5 inches; wing 2*5 ; tail 2 to 2*3 ; culmcn 0‘45 to 0*48. 

Hab. —Sind, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Belooohistan, S. E. 
Persia, Afghanistan, and East Turkistan; Deccan, Kutch, Kattiawar, Jeypore, 
Jodhpore, and North Guzerat. In Sind, as in other parts of India, it is a 
winter visitor. According to Seebohm ‘‘The Siberian or Brown Tree 
Warbler breeds in the valleys of Petchora, the Obb and the Yennessee, 
extending northwards beyond the limits of forest-growth, and southwards as 
far as Perm in the west and Yennasaisk in the east. It passes across the 
Khirgiz steppes and Turkestan on migration, and winters in Beloochist'an and 
the plains of India. It also breeds abundantly at Cashmere and in the moun¬ 
tains near Lake Baical.” 

294 . Pliylioscopus affinis, {Tick.) BJy. J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 442 : 
Jcrd . B. hid. ii. p. 194, No. 561 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli. pt. 2, p. 81 ; 
Brooks, Ibis , 1872, p. 31 ; Godw.-Austen, J. A. S. B. xlv. pt. 2, p. So; Hume 
and Dav., S/r. F. vi. p. 356; Seebohm, Ibis, 1877, p. loo; id. Cat. B. Br . 
Mus. v. p. 65. Motacilla affinis, Tick., J . A. S. B. ii. p. 576.— Tickell’s 
Willow-Warbler. 

Upper parts olive brown, very slightly darker on the head ; superciliary 
stripe deep yellow ; wing and tail feathers brown, externally washed with olive 
brown, the former emarginated as far as the 6th quill; under surface deep 
yellow , shading into butTish yellow on the breast and flanks; axillaries and 
under wing coverts deep yellow. Bill Phylloscopine; upper mandible dark 
brown, lower pale brown ; legs and feet brown; 3rd, 4th and 6th primaries 
longest, 2nd equal to the 9 th or 10th ; isl primary about half the length of the 
second (07 to o*8 inch). 

Length. —4-5 inches ; wing 2 - 2 to 2*4 ; tail 1*95 to 2*23 ; bill 0*46 ; tarsus 07, 

Hub. —The Himalayas, from Cashmere to Sikkim anti British Burmaln 
It is recorded from the N. W. Provinces, Bengal, South India. British ,Burmah 
and Nepaul. Jerdon says it is spread over all India; but t)r~ is not accurate, 
being absent from the Concan and Deccan and the drier parts of the 
Peninsula. He adds that a specimen was procured at Sikkifn, 

Tickell’s Willow-Warbler is said to breed in the Himalayas from Cashmere 
to Burrnah. 
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295 . Phylloscopus tytleri, Brooks, Ibis , 1872, p. 237 ; Hume , 

W 7 ;/ 7 . B. p. 362; id. Str. F. iii. p. 279; Seebohm , Tto, 1877, 

p. 101 ; id. Cat. B. Br. A/us. v. p. 66.— Tytler’s Willow-Warbler. 

Above olive brown, shading into greenish olive on the rump ; superciliary 
stripe narrow, greyish white, not extending quite to the nape ; ’quills and tail 
feathers brown, externally ' margined with greenish olive J under surface 
yellowish white, greyish'on the breast and flanks; axillaries and under wing 
coverts yellow ; bill %ery lo?ig and slender , dark brown, paler on the under 
mandible; legs dark brown ; 3rd, 4th and $th.primaries longest; second inter¬ 
mediate between 8th and 9th; 1st less than half the length of the 2nd ; 0*55 
to o-68. / v « ' 

Length. —‘4’S to 47 inches 5 wing 2*35 to 2*43 inches j tail 17 to 1*9 ; cul- 
men 0*5. 

Hah. —South India (?) Nepaul. It breads in Cashmere and Winters in India! 
The nest is deep and solidly built, composed of grass, fibres, moss, and lichen* 
thickly lined with hair and feathers; eggs 4, pure white, 0*58 x 0-45. 

Two bars across the wings; upper mandible dark \ generally a pale mesial 
line on ike croijun. 

296 . Phylloscopus humii. Brooks,. Sir. F. vii. p. 131; Seebohm , 
Cat. B. Br. A/us. v. pi. 67; Abrornis tenuiceps, Bodgs. A/SS. B. 0/ Nepaul. 
Reguloides superciliosus (Gmel.), Brooks, /bis, 1869, p. 236 \ id./bis, 1872, 
p. 24. — Hume’s Barred Willow-Warbler. 

Above olive, browner on the head and greener on the rump ; a xvell defined 
buff eye stripe extends from the base of the bill to the 7: ape ; sometimes (rarely) 
slight traces of a mesial line are visible ; lores and the space behind the eye 
brownish olive ; wing coverts brown, the iesser wing coverts with broad olive 
green margins; the median wing coverts with obscure pale tips and the greater 
series with broad well defined bullish yellow tips forming a conspicuous pale 
bar across each wing; quills’brown; all the secondaries and four or five of the 
primaries narrowly tipped with greyish white; outside webs of the quills 
edged with yellowish green and emarginated as far as the sixth ; tail feathers 
the same, but the inner webs with a narrow greyish white margin ; under parts 
greenish yellow, nearly white on the throat and shading into buff on the flanks; 
inner margin of quills nearly while. Bill dark brown, under mandible pale? 
at base; legs and feet dark brown; 4th primary slightly the longest; 
second intermediate between 8th and 9th,‘occasionally between the 7th and 8th 
or 9th and iotlw 1 st primary 0*45 too'55 inch. 

Length. —2*38 to 2*45 inches; wing 2'0l to 2*3; tail I’S to r$; culmen 
Q’4 to 0*45. 

Ifab .—Afghanistan, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Rajputana, 
f entral India and the Central Provinces to Nepaul and Cashmere, and probably 
aho British Bmmah, 
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Wherever Hume’s Barred Willpw-Warbler occurs it is fairly numerous, 
affecting both high trees and shrubby jungles. It breeds in Cashmere at 
8,ooo feet. The nest is globular,’ composed of coarse grass, and placed on the 
side of a bank: it is usually lined with hair. Eggs, 4 or 5 in number', 0*56 x 
0*44, white, and profusely spotted with red. 

297. Phylloscopus superciliosus, (Gmel.) Seebohm , Cat. B. Br . 
Mus. v. p. 68; Dresser , B> Eur . pt. xxx. 1874; Seebohm . Ibis, 1877, 
Motacilla superciliosus, Gmel. Sysl. Nat. i. p. 975 ; Oates , B % Br. Burm. i. 
p. 87. Reguloides superciliosus, Bl. B. Bunn. p. 106 ; Armstrong , Str. F. 
iv. p. 329; Hume and Dav., Sir. F. vi. p. 358 ; Brooks , Sir. F. vii. pp. 12S, 
236, 475 ; Hume, Str , F. viii. p. 102 ; Brooks , Str. F. viii.p. 393. Reguloides 
proregulus, (Pall.) Jerd. B. hid . ii. p. 197, No. 566.—The Yellow-browed 
Barred Willow-Warbler, 

Upper plumage olive green, yellower on the rump and upper tail coverts ; 
a well defined supercilium reaching to the nape pale yellow ; an indistinct 
pale yellow coronal streak also present and reaching to the nape ; crown of 
the head slightly darker than the back, also the space before and behind the 
eye; wings and wing coverts dark brown, edged with yellowish green, the 
median and greater wing coverts tipped with yellow, forming wing bars ; quills 
tipped with whitish ; tail brown, edged with yellowish green on the outer webs 
and margined with greyish white on the inner ; under surface white, suffused 
with yellowish green; axillaries yellow; under wing coverts and thighs 
greyish yellow ; bill slender, dark brown, paler at base of lower mandible; 
legs, feet and iris brown; 3rd, 4th and 5th primaries longest; second 
primary intermediate in length between 7th and 8th; 1st primary o’5 to 0*55 
inches. 

Length. —4 inches ; wing a’t to 2*35 ; tail 17 to 1*8 ; oilmen 0*4. 

Hab.— The Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Central India, Assam, Bengal, 
British Burmah and Sikkim. 

According to Jerdon the Yellow-browed or, as he calls it, the Crowned 1 reo 
Warbler” is common in most parts of India during the cold weather and at 
all times on the Himalayas. He got it at Nellore on the Malabar Coast, in 
Central India, and at Darjeeling. Oates says it is one of the commonest 
birds in Burmah during winter. It is found abundantly in every portion of 
Pegu. Blyth records it from Arrakan. Davison found it in lenasserim as far 
south as Mergui, and Captain Bingham observed it in the '1 houngyeen \ alley. 
In the Karin Hills it has been procured up to altitudes ol 3.500 feet. It is 
found throughout the Indo-Burmese countries, also in Sikkim and Assam. 
According to Blyth it is a solitary bird. It is a cheerful and active bird, 
frequenting alike large trees and low hedges in pursuit of its insect food, 
Mr. Seebohm says it breeds in North Siberia and at a high elevation in the 
mountains of South Siberia, The nest he found was composed ot dry grass 
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and moss, and lined with reindeer hair. The structure is semi-domed and 
built usually in a small tuft of grass, moss, and bilberries. The nest contained 
six white eggs, spotted with reddish. 

298. Phylloscopus maculipennis, ( Blyth j Secbohm , Cat. B. 
Br. Mus. v. p. 70; id. Ibis , 1877, p. 107. Abrornis chloronotus, Hodgs . 
MS. Drawings B. Ncpaul ; Hume, Nests and Eggs, Ind. B. p. 372.— Hodg¬ 
son’s Barred Willow-Warbler. • 

Upper parts yellowish green, the rump with a broad yellow band. Head, 
nape, hindneck, lores and space behind the eye dark olive brown; mesial 
line on crown and eye stripe pale buff; wing coverts and quills brown, 
margined with yellowish green; the median and greater coverts tipped with 
yellow and forming two bars across the wing ; innermost secondaries tipped 
with white on the outer web; tail brown, externally edged with yellowish green ; 
2 to 3 outermost feathers on each side white, the basal third of the outer web 
yellow and the terminal third of the same brown ; under surface greyish white ; 
the axillaries and under .wing coverts, also the middle of the abdomen, greyish 
yellow; legs and claws'brown; 1st primary half the length of 2nd; 2nd 
equal to 10th ; 4th and 5th longest. 

Length.— 3 3 inches; w(ng i*8 to 2*o ; tail 1*3 to 1*6 ; culmen 0*35 to 0-4. 

Hab.— The Himalayas from Nepaul to Sikkim. Breeds probably in the pine 
districts. 

299. Phylloscopus proregulus, {Pall.) Scebokm , ibis , 1877, pp. 
1O4, 162; id. Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 72. Motaeilla proregulus, Pall . Zool. 
Rosso. As. i. p. 499. Abrornis chloronopus, Hodgs. Gray, Zool Misc. p. 
82. Reguloides chloronotus {Hodgs.) Jcrd. B. Ind. ii, p. 197, No. 566. 
Reguloidcs proregulus {Pall.) Seebohm, Ibis, 1863, p. 307 et sub-seq.; Blanf. 
J. A. S. B. xli.pt. 2, p. 53 ; Hume, Nests and Eggs, Ind. B. p. 368 ; id. Sir. 
Ft vi. p. 368 ; Hume and Bav., Sir. F. viii. p. 102 ; Scully, Sir. F. viii. p. 
309; Brooks, Sir. F. viii. p. 392.— Pallas’s Barred Willow-Warbler. 

Upper parts dark green, the head slightly darker ; coronal stripe and supereilia 
pale yellow ; rump yellowish green to bright yellow ; wings and wing coverts 
brown, the outer webs of all margined with greenish yellow, and the median 
and greater coverts broadly tipped with pale yellow forming two wing bars; 
quills margined with greyish white on their inner web ; tail olive brown, edged 
with greenish yellow externally ; the inner webs and shafts of the three outer¬ 
most feathers on each side pure white, and the outer webs of these yellowish 
white tinged with greenish basally and brown terminally; under surface dull 
greenish yellow, brighter on the middle of the abdomen ; axillaries, under wing 
an-1 1 aikeoverts and thighs ycllo.vv; legs light brown; bill dark brown; the 
low-r mandible dusky ; irides dark brown. 

Length. —3*5 inches; wing 1*95 to i’O y, tail 1‘4 to t'6 ; tarsus 07; 
vulinep o*3 to o's. 
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The female is smaller. In the-summer plumage the coronal and super¬ 
ciliary stripes, also the yellow tips to the coverts, are pale by abrasion. 

JIab .—The Himalayas, Cashmere, Nepaul, N. \V. Provinces, Bengal and 
British Burmah during winter. 

Pallas’s Willow-Warbler was got in Tenasserim by Mr. Davison in the pine- 
forests of the Salween near Pahpoon. Captain Cock found its nest in Cashmere 
in May and June. The nest is placed high up on the bough of a tree (pine). 
It is domed or roofed, and made of moss with a lining of feathers. The egg^ 
appear to be usually 5 in number, are white, and richly marked with brownish 
red, particularly at the larger end, where they form a zone. Size o*54 x °‘43* 

300. Phylloscopus pulcher. (Hodgsi) Seebohm, Cat. B. Br. Mas. 
v. p. 73. Abrornis erochroa, ( 1 /m/gs.) Grays Misc . p. 82. Reguloidcs erochroa 
(/ lodgs .) Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 199, No. 56S ; Wald, in Bl. B. Burm. p. 106 ; 
Hume and Vav. vi. p. 358; Hum:, Str. F. viii. p. 102; Brooks, S/r. F. viii. 
pp. 392, 4S2 ; Scully, Str. F. viii p. 309. Phylloscopus erochrous, Scebohm, 
Ibis , 1877, p. 106. The Orange-barred Willow-Warbler. 

Upper parts dark green ; rump with a yellowish green terminal band cover¬ 
ing the upper tail coverts; superciliary stripe and coronal streak not well 
defined, the latter nearly obsolete; the interspaces on the crown dark olive 
green, also the lores and space behind the eye to the nape ; wing coverts brown, 
the lesser series with broad green margins, the median with green tips, and the 
greater series with broad well-defined orange tips forming a conspicuous lower 
wing-bar; quills brown, margined externally with greenish, fading into yellowish 
white, and becoming broad and conspicuous on the terminal portion of the inner¬ 
most secondaries ; tail with the central feathers brown, edged externally with 
greenish ; the inner webs and shafts of the three outermost feathers on each 
side pure white, the outer webs of the same greenish yellow on the basal 
half and terminated with brown ; under surface of body dull greenish yellow, 
brighter on the middle of the abdomen; legs, bill and irides dark brown ; 4th, 
5th and 6th primaries longest; 2nd about equal to the 10th ; the 1st, or 
exposed portion of bastard primary o 55 to 065 inch. 

Length. — 4-2 inches ; wing 2-4; tail 175, tarsus 0*S ; culmen O'S ; from 
gape o 8. 

Hah .—The Himalayas, from Nepaul and Simla to Phoolan. Recorded trom 
the X. W. Provinces of India, Darjeeling, Sikkim an 1 Simla, also Burmah ; 
in the latter a winter visitor. It has been found on the Mooleyii Mountains in 
Tenasserim and at Karin at 3,000 feet elevation. It is said to breed in the 
pine regions of the Himalayas, in Nepaul and Sikkim, coming down into 
the valleys during winter, but rarely, or never, descending into the plains of 
India. Brooks says its note is a Thrush-like zip, and Dr. Scully that in Nepaul 
it is always found hunting about in the bushes at from 6,ooj to 7.500 feet 
elevation. 
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301. Phylloscopus subviridis, Brooks, Proc. As. Socy. beng&U 
1872, p. 148 ; Hume, Sir. F. iv. p. 494 5 Seebohm , Cat-. B. Br.Mus * v. p. 74 j 
Vii. 417. — Brook's Barred Willow-W arbler. 

PLATE* 

Upper parts olive green* shading into light yellowish green on the riinip j 
coronal and superciliary streaks ill defined ; lores, behind the eye and inter¬ 
spaces on the croWn olive ; Wings and wing coverts brown, margined with olive* 
green ; the median coverts with slightly paler tips, and the greater series with 
broad well defined pale tips forming a .Conspicuous dirty yellowish white 
bar across the Wing ; tail brown, margined externally with yellowish green j 
under surface of -body nearly uniform greenish yellow ; legs, feet, claws and 
irides brown; 4th primary slightly the longest; 2nd generally' intermediate 
between 8th and 9th, ?th and 8th, or 9th and iOth. 

Length. —3*6 inches ; wing 2 3, tail 1*9; culmcn 6*45. 

}f d l)' _Punjab,' N. W. Provinces, Oudh and Nepaul. Has been recorded 

from Moorshedabad, P.tawah, Cawnporc, and N. W. Himalayas. Breeds in the 
highlands of N. W. Cashmere. 


302. Phylloscopus sindianus, Brooks, Sir . F. viii. p, 476 \ 

Murray , Vert. Zool. , Sind, p. 160—The Sind Barred WilloW-WarBler. 

“ Above uniform dull brown, rather lighter than in P. tfistis , and much the 
colour of the upper surface of Hypotais rama ; below albescent, with a ruddy 
tinge on the pale supercilia, sides of face, neck, breast and Hanks; axillarie 9 
and edge of wing yellowish white, sometimes almost quite white, and not 
pure sulphur yellow as in P. Iristis ; no greenish on bend or shoulder of wing, 
nor any green edging to the primaries, secondaries and tail feathers generally 
observable in P. iristis; no greenish tinge on rump; like P. neglect us and 
If . rama , the uniform light greyish brown upper surface is characteristic ; 
bill Phyllostopine , like Iristis , dark brown; the base of* lower mandible 
yellowish.” 

Multy length-— 4 4O to 4-70; wing 2-22 to 2*4 ; tail 1*85 to 2*05 ; bill at 
front *3 to ‘35. % 

Female, length .—,,*20 to 4*45 ; wing 2-OJ to 3 ’tj ; tail 1*75 to fg. 

Hub . —Sukkiir, Sind. 

Gen. Hypolais.— Brehm. 

Bill lender, wide basally; rictal bristles few; wings moderate Uxillarics 
buff, white or grey ; greater wing coverts without pale tips; bastard primary 
extending beyond or shorter than the primary coverts or considerably less 
than half the length of the second; 3rd and ,4th quills longest; tail even of 
rounded'; no white on outermost feather; tarsus scutcllaled in front. 
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303 .- Hypolais pallida, Hemp. et, Ekr> Symb. Pkys. Aves, . fol. 

b. b. Hypolais pallida (Ehr.) Dubois , Ois. Ear. pi. 71.; Dresser, B. Eur . pt. 
xxxi.; JEW. ii. p. 187; #///«<?, Ar.' P. vol. vii. pp. 398, 504 ; 

Murray , Z00/., $*., AW, p. 160 ; Seebohm, Cat. B. Br. 7J//4?. vol. v. p. 82 ; 
Murray , Verl. Zool.* Sind , p. 156. Hypolais elaeica, Geric. Rev. 

Zool., 1844, p. 440; //<//"/. Or;/. iV. 0 . 4 /r. i. p.297; PZa;;/. GW. and 
Z00L, Abyssinia, p. 380; Ca/. A/r, B . p. 33 ; Shelly, B. Egypt, 

p. joo.—T he Olivaceous Tree-Warbler. 

Adult Male. —Upper parts pale dull olive brown, clearer on the back in 
colour, and rather lighter on the rump ; from the base of the bill over the eye a 
rather indistinct yellowish stripe; wings dark brown; the inner secondaries 
lighter in colour, all the feathers having lighter margins; tail dark brown, very 
narrowly edged with lighter brown ; under parts buffy white; the throat and 
centre of the abdomen almost pure white; flanks washed with pale, brownish ; 
bill horn brown, dull yellowish at the base of the lower mandible; legs pale 
horn brown; iris dark brown. 

Length. — About 5 inches; culmen 0*62; wing. 2*63; the firEt primary 
extending 0^27 beyond the wing coverts and IMS shorter than the 2nd ; 2nd 
o-2 shorter than the 3rd; 3rd and 4th equal ; tail 2*2 ; tarsus 0*83.— {Dresser, 
Birds Europe) ex. S. F. vol. vii. p. 398. 

//ah .— Europe, Africa, Greece, Constantinople, Palestine, Egypt. Sind, 
Beloochistan, Persia, S. Afghanistan, Turkestan. This species and the next 
two (caligaia and rdma) are winter* visitants in Sind and affect the same 
situations. All appear to be-varieties of Hypolais languida, a species found 
in S. E. Persia, at Quetta in' Beloochistan (Chaman), S. Afghanistan, and 
probably also in Sind. Mr. Seebohm, grouping H. opaca , pallida, rama , 
caligaia and obsoleta, says that an unbroken series may be bund from the 
largest opaca from Spain, through the smaller H. pallida from Greece and 
Asia Minor, and the still smaller H. pallida and H. rahux from Persia down 
to the small skins of H. rdma from India, and the* still smaller H. caligaia 
from Turkestan and India, Skins from Sind of these three last do nqt appear 
to have been in the British Museum collection. In reference to H. pallida t 
comparing Indian skins, Mr. Hume observes (Sir. F. vol. vn. pp. 3 Q 6 - 39 s ) 
that it is very close to rama^ but is somewhat larger,, with a longer and decidedly 
larger bill; and that the two forms, rama and pallida, quite run into each 
other, many of the Sind and Beloochistan specimens being quite intermediate. 
There does not appear to be any very appreciable difference in colour in the 
series I possess of these species from Sind, Beloochistan, Afghanistan and the 
Deccan, except the seasonal abrasion of feathers; this is also remarked by 
Mr. Seebohm. H. languida, he says, has apparently only just succeeded in 
isolating itself, and adds that he is not sure' whether in a large series of the 
species intermediate forms might not occur between it and H. pallida- I 
U 
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extract the following key to the species from Mr. Seebohm’s Cat. B. Br. Mus ♦ 
vol. v. p. 76. 

( Sub generic Group — Idunoe.) 


A. General colour of the upper parts brown or grey; under parts white 

or pale brown ; outside tail feathers 0*15 to 0'2 inch shorter than the 
longest. 

(a) 2nd primary intermediate between the 5th and 6th, bastard 
primary falling short of the primary coverts by O'l inch, 
or extending 0*05 beyond them. Length of wing 3*05 to 
2*8 inches. H. languida, 

B. Bastard primary exceeding the primary coverts by at least o*i inch. 

(a) General colour of the upper parts pale sandy brown or 

isabelline brown.//. obsoleta. 

C. General colour of the upper parts darkish rufous brown or-grey. 

{a) 2nd primary generally intermediate between the 5th and 
6th ; bastard primary exceeding the primary coverts from 
01 to 0'3 inches. Length of wing 275 to 2*5 inches; 
culmcn 07 to 0'6 . II. pallida . 

(b) 2nd primary generally intermediate between the 7th and 

8th, or 8th and 9th ; bastard primary exceeding the primary 
coverts from o'2 to 0*4 inch. Length of wing 2*53 to 2*3 
inches ; oilmen o'6 to O' 53 . U. rama. 

(c) 2nd primary generally intermediate between 6th and 7th ; 

bastard primary exceeding the primary coverts 0*15 to 0*26. 
Length of wing 2*38 to 2*28 inches; oilmen 071 to 
O' 5 ... II. caligata . 


304. Hypolais rama, Sykes P. Z . S. 1832, p. 89; Blf. East. Pers . 
ii. p. 187; Hume, Str.E. vol. vii. 183, 396; Murray, Hdbk. Zool., fyc., Sind , 
p. 160; Secbohm, Cat. B. Br. Mus. vol.' v. p. 84. Phyllopneuste rama, (Sykes) 
Jerd. B. Tnd. ii. p. 189, No. 553; Murray , Vert. Zool., Sind, p. 1S7 .—Sykks* 
Tree-Warbler. 

Seebohm ( Cat. B . Br. Mus .) describes this as “ a shade darker'in colour, 
both above and below, than typical, II. pallida. It is on an average a some¬ 
what smaller bird, with a shorter second primary and a longer bastard primary. 
The 3rd, 4th and 5th primaries are nearly equal and longest; the second is 
usually intermediate in length between the 7th and 8th, and not infrequently 
between the 8th and 9th, and in rare instances between the 6th and 7th. The 
ha zard primary exceeds the primary coverts by o*2 to 0*4 inch,” 

A'-.;.■//;.--Of wing 2*53 to 27 inches; tail 2'35 to 19; oilmen 0*6 to 0*53 ; 
tar us 0 *5 to 08 ; outside tail feathers 0*25 to 0*15 inch shorter than longest. 
After the autumn moult the under parts are somewhat more suffused with pale 
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huffish brown than appears to be' the case after.the spring moult; otherwise, 
I can discover no. differences attributable to age, sex, or seasor$beyond the 
usual wear and tear of abrasion. 

IIab. —Sind, Beloochistan, S. E. Persia, Afghanistan, East Turkestan, 
Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Cashmere, Kutcl^ Kattiawar, N. Cuzeral, 
Jodhpore, Concan, Deccan and South India. 


305- Hypolais caligata, \TJckt.) Euersm. Reis . Buckara, p. I2c 
Degle el Gerbe. Orn. Eur . i. p. 510 ; Dresser , B. Eur. pt. xxxviii. 1875 ; 
Dresser , Ibis, 1876, p. 88 ; Murray, Hdbk.Zool., $c., Sind , p. 160; Seebohm, 
Cat. B. Br. Mus. vol. v. p. S<$.. FhyUopneuste rama ’ ( S I kes ) a P ud ' ? erd ' B ' 
Bid. vol. ii. p. 189 ( pdrtim ). Jerdonia agricolensis, Hume, Ibis, 1S70, p. 182. 
Calamodyta agricolensis * (Hunte) Tristram , Dis, 1870, p. 494. Salicarin 
microptera, Severlz., Sir. F. iii. p. 4 2 S * vii* P* 397 J Murray, \ ert.jZool,. 
Sind, p. 158.— The Booted Tree-Warbler. 


Male. —Head, hindneck, back, scapulars, ear coverts and sides of the neck 
a greyish brown ; supercilium, extending from the base of the bill to the ear 
coverts, whitish buff; rump and tapper tail coverts brownish, the feathers of 
the rump tinged very slightly with.a shade of. rufesccnt; wings concolorous 
with the tail ; their coverts, as well as the primaries, secondaries and tertiaries, 
margined with mfescent brown, in' some specimens greyish white, more 
broadly on the tertiaries and wing coverts >; edge of wing and under wing and 
thigh coverts pale bullish white; tail brown, the feathers narrowly margined 
with ful'vescent in some specimens; the outer web of the outermost eat rer 
on each side indistinctly fulvous white, the others, except the.centre feathers 
lipped greyish white or fulvous; under surface pale buffv witte, a esexn 
on the chin, belly and lower tail coverts, and tinged brownish on the Han -s; 
bill dark brown ; the lower mandible pale fleshy, dusky near the tip; e o s an 
feet fleshy or pale, brownish yellow ; hides brown. 

lenglh. —4*5 to 5 inches; wing2 , 2'to 2 38; tail from vent I 95 2 * 

at front 0*35 ; tarsus o’8.‘ > 

Hub. —India to Ncpaul and Cashmere, Sind ? Punjab, N. ^• ^ 10 
Deccan, Concan, Khandesh, Behar and Madras; wintering in tho P 1 
India and breeding in Cashmere, Turkestan and Southern Siberia. 


306. HypolaiB obsoleta. (Severlz) Seebohm, Cat . B. hi • vo |* 
v. p. 86. Salicaria obsoleta, Severlz. TurheU. jfevolh. pp- ^ Usser, 

ibis, 1876, p. 87; Murray, Vat. Zo»l. Sind, p. .is8.-Thc 1 km- 

Warbler. \A 

The following is Mr. Seebohm's description of this species: “ Ihe genet.d 
colour of the upper parts is a sandy brown or pale isabclline brow n ln.othcr 
respects the colouration is the same as that of the two or three preceding sub¬ 
species; 3rd and 4th primaries nearly equal and longest; and primary in askm 
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from Turkestan intermediate in length between the 6th and 7th, and in one 
from Sind between the 7th and Sth; the bastard primary exceeds the primary 
coverts by 0*35 inch in both skins. 

Length,— Of wing 2*4 inches ; tail 2*o ; culmen in the Turkestan skin 0*51 ; 
in the Sind skin o*8, darkish brown.” The colour of the soft parts are not 
given. This has been included on Mr. Seebohm’s authority, who says he has 
a skin from Sind as well as from Turkestan. Comparing my small series, 
I cannot find any to agree with the colouration as above. 

Hab. —Turkestan; wintering in Sind. 

Gen. Acrocephalus. — Naum. 

Bill large, depressed and broad at the base, with moderately developed rictal 
bristles in two species only ; the bifl is as slender as in Locustella ; wings 
modefately long; 3rd and 4th quills generally longest ; bastard primary minute 
in one or two species only, extending in length beyond the primary coverts ; 
tail more rounded than in Hypolais. 

307 - Acrocephalus bistrigiceps, Swinh. ibis , i860, p. 5 1 ; Wald, 
in BL B. Burm. p. 104 ; Hume and Dav., Sir. F. vi. p. 338 ; Hume , Sir. F. 
viii. p. 100; Seebokm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 94; Oates , Sir . F. x. p. 214 ; 
Oates , B. Br. Bunn. i. p. 97; Salicaria maackii, Schrenck , Vog. Ainurland , 
p. 370.—Schrenck’s Reed-Warbler. 

Upper parts russet-brown, slightly brighter on the rump and upper tail 
coverts, and greyer on the head, quills and tail feathers; a distinct black 
streak on either side of the crown of the head, below which is a broad super- 
cilium running from the base of the bill; lores dark brown ; ear coverts hair 
brown; breast and flanks pale rufous brown, shading into pale buff on the 
middle of the abdomen and into white on the chin and throat; wings and 
tail brown, edged with russet brown on the outer webs ; axillaries, thighs, under 
wing coverts and the inner edgings of the quills pale brownish buff ; bill 
slender, locustelline ; upper mandible dark, lower mandible pale ; legs, feet 
and claws horn-colour ; iris brown ; mouth pale yellow. 

Length. —5 to 5*1 inches; wing 2*1 to 2 2; tail 1-85 to 2* 1 ; culmen 0-52 
to 0*67 ; from gape o’j ; tarsus 0‘8 ; 2 nd primary shorter than tkcbth, generally 
intermediate between the 6 th and yth, or equals the 7th ; the first primary is 
o*5 inch, or exceeds the primary coverts by O'15 to 0*25 inch. 

Hab. —The Amoor Valley, where it breeds ; also Japan, China, and Tenas- 
•'Crim. 

Schrenek's Reed-Warbler, Oates says, occurs commonly in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Rycikpadein in Pegu. Mr. Davison procured it at Tavoy in Tenas- 

run. It occurs in China Mr. Swinhoe met with it in Amoy and Pekin. It 
u inundated rice and paddy fields, grass jungles, and tew brushwood. 
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308 . Acrocephalus orientalis, Tem. el. Schleg. Faun. Jap. 
Airs. p. 50, pi. xx. B. ; Seebohm , Cat. B. Br . Mus. v. p. 97 ; Oates, Sir. F. 
iii. p. 337 ; Hume and Dav ., Str. F. vi. p. 338 ; Hume , Str. F. viii. p. 100 ; 
Oates , St?\ F. x. p. 213. Acrocephalus magnirostris, Swi?ih . 3 Ibis , i860, 
p. 51. — The Eastern Great Reed-Warbler. 

Upper plumage olive brown, tinged with fulyous, especially on the rump 
and upper tail coverts ; wings and tail brown edged on the outer web with 
fulvous brown; lores darker ; a pale indistinct supercilium huffish white; 
ear coverts and sides of .the neck like the back ; chin and throat white, rest 
of under plumage fulvous, paler on the abdomen ; throat and breast generally 
streaked with brown ; bill dark brown, the lower mandible dusky or pale flesh 
colour ; legs and feet slaty ; 2 ?td primary between 3 rd a?id 5 th generally equal¬ 
ling the Afth ; the first is minute; irides yellowish brown ; eyelids plumbeous. 

Length.— q 7 inches; wing 3*0 to 3*5; tail 3; tarsus 1*15; oilmen 0*8 
to o*95 ; from gape ro. 

Hab. —The valley of the Amoor, North China and Japan, passing through 
South China on migration, and wintering in the islands of the Malay Archi¬ 
pelago and the Burmah Peninsula. 

This species occurs in the grassy plains of Southern Pegu during winter, 
also in Tenasserim, at Tavoy and Malewoon. It has a very wide range, being 
found in the Malay Peninsula and Philippine Islands; also in Batchian, Morty 
and Lombock, It frequents large grassy tracts, bamboo thickets, and bushy 
jungles. 

309 . Acrocephalus stentoreus, Hemp, et Mr. Symb. Phys. 
Airs. fol. b.b; Heugl. -Orn. N. Afr. i. p. 287; Shelley, B. Egypt , p. 95 ; 
BIf. East Persia, ii.'p. 194. Agrobates brunnescens, Jerd. Madr. Jour??. 
x. p. 269, Acrocephalus brunnescens, {Jerd) BJyth, Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. 
p. 181 ; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 154, No. 515; Hu?ne and /lenderson, Lahore to 
Yarkand, p. 214, pi. xvi!»j Murray , Hdbk. Zool ., $c., Sind, p. 152; Str . F. 
vol. ii. 330; iii. 369.r-Th‘e Indian Great JReed-V^arbler. 

Above light olive brown, with a very slight ferruginous tinge, paler on the 
rump; wings and tail dark brown; the quills and lateral tail feathers pale 
edged; supercilium buffy white; chin white ; throat greyish white, as also is 
the breast, but with a fulvous tinge; rest of under surface yellowish or fulvous 
white; bill dark brown, fleshy at base of lower mandible; irides yellowish; 
legs slaty brown. 

Lntgth. —7 5 to 8*5 inches; wing 3 to 3*35 ; tail 3;'tarsus 1 to i t. 

Hab. —India generally, extending to Nepaul. Appears to be a resident 
in Egypt; breeds in Turkestan and the highlands of Persia, also in Cashmere 
and Nepaul. (Seebohm.) In Sind it breeds in August. Probably also a 
resident of Beloochistan and Afghanistan, where it occurs iti some numbers. 
Recorded from Rajputana, North Giuerat and Kutch. 
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310 . Acroceplialus dumetprum, Blyth, J. A. S . B. xviii. 
p. 815; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 155, No. 516; Dresser , B. Bur. pt. liii.; 
Seebohm , C«/. i?. . 5 /% v. p. 96 . Calamodyta dumetorum ( Blyth ), Gray. 
Handlist , B. p. 207. Salicaria eurhyncha, Severtz. Turkest. Jcvotn. pp. 66, 
128; id. Str. F. 1875, p. 425. — Blyths Reed-Warbler. 

Upper parts olive brown ; supercilium very pale, nearly obsolete; wings 
and tail slightly darker brown, narrowly edged paler on the outer webs; 
beneath brownish buff, paler on the chin and throat; under wing coverts 
buffy white; bill dusky, fleshy at base of lower mandible; legs pale horn 
brown; irides yellowish. 

Length. —6 inches ; wing 2-5 ; tail 2*3 ; bill 07. 

Hab. —Europe, breeds in the Himalayas, and winters in Sind, Punjab, N. W. 
Provinces, Deccan, Travancore, Ceylon, Neilgherries, the Carnatic, Central 
India, Bengal to Assam, and Nepaul. 

311 . Acroceplialus agricola, Jerd., Madras Journ . xiii. pt. ii. 
p. 131; Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. As. Sac. p. 182; Jerd. B. 2 nd. p. 156, No. 517 ; 
Murray, Hdbh. Zool ., Sfc., Sind, 153 ; Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. vol. v. 
P* I0 5 5 2 )resser, B. Eur. pt. liii. Salicaria capistrata, modesta et gracilis, 
Severtz. Sir. F. 1875, pp. 425, 426.—The Paddy-Field Warbler. 

Above from pale rufous brown to earthy brown; supercilium faint, nearly 
obsolete; wings, wing coverts and tail feathers slightly darker, the feathers 
edged rufescent or earthy brown; beneath whitish with a fulvous tinge ; bill 
brown, fleshy at the base of the lower mandible; legs horn brown; irides 
yellowish. 

Length.— 5-25 to 5*5 inches ; wings 2*25 ; tail 2*25 ; bill at front 0*55. 

Hab .—According to Seebohm, this little Warbler breeds in the valley of the 
Lower Volga and extends its range eastward in the Palcearctic region, at least 
as far Turkestan, and probably to China. It also breeds in the Himalayas from 
Cashmere to Nepaul, and winters in the plains of India. Occurs as a migrant 
in Southern India, Sind, Deccan, Punjab, Beloochislan and* Afghanistan. 

Gen. Locustella.— A^«/. • 

Bill of moderate length, slender, straight, compressed, barely deflected at 
the tip, which is slightly notched ; rictal bristles nearly obsolete ; wings long; 
the 1st quill minute, rarely extending beyond the primary coverts; 2nd nearly 
equal to the third, which is longest; tail of 12 feathers rounded, the outer^ 
most feather, except in one species, shorter than the under tail coverts; 
tai ,iirs sciucllated in front, hind claw curved; plumage lark-like, striped o y 
spotted. 
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312 . Locustella certhiola (Pall.) SeeboMn ; Cat. n. Hr. Mus. 
v. p. .1 A'Hum, sir. F. viii. p. .oo; Oates, B. Br. Bunn. i. p. .02. 
Motacilla certhiola, Pall. Zoogr., Posso-AsM. i. p. 5 ° 9 - Locustella rubescens, 
JBlyihy J. A. S. B. xiv. p. 582; Jerd. B. 2 nd. iii. p. 160. Locustella 
temporalis, Jtrd. B. I,id. ii. p. 160. Calamodyta dorise, Salt. Alii. R. Ac. 
Sc. Tor. iii. p. 531 : Sharpe, Ibis, 1876, p. 4 >. pi- «•>«* 2.-The Lesser 
Reed-Warbler. 


Upper parts russet brown, greyer on the head, more tawny on the 
rump and upper tail coverts, and paler on the edges of the wing coverts; tail 
feathers blackish brown, irregularly margined with rufous brown, and broadly 
terminated with whitish ; stripe over the eye and a streak from the bill under 
the cheeks and ear coverts yellowish buff; ear coverts hair brown; under wing 
coverts whitish ; primaries and secondaries dark brown, narrowly edged with 
rufous brown ; under surface buff, paler on the throat and upper breast, which 
and the whole breast are spotted with black brown. In the next stage the 
throat and breast arc unspotted, and the whole under surface, including these, 
are brighter yellow; the rump is also unstreaked or almost so; the rectrices 
are not so broadly tipped white, and the eye streak, chin, throat, and the \\ hole 
lower plumage are yellowish buff. In spring the adult birds have the head 
blackish brown, each feather narrowly edged with pale reddish brown. An 
unmarked reddish brown collar is present in some; the back, scapulars, and 

wing coverts dark blackish brown, rather broadly edged with reddish brown ; 
the rump is also reddish brown; the upper tail coverts reddish brown with a 
central spot of black; outer tail feathers nearly all black, with scarcely any 
rufous margins ; towards the middle the feathers become less black and more 
margined with rufous, the central pair being rufous with only a black shall, 
line ; all the feathers are tipped with white ; chin, throat and centre of abdomen 
whitish; rest of the under parts delicate buff; bill dark brown; legs whitish; 
irides sepia brown. 

Length . —5*5 inches ; wing 23 ; tail 2*2 ; tarsus 0*85 ; bill from cape 0*7. 


Hal _Central and Eastern Siberia, where it breeds. It passes through 

China on migration, and winters in India, Ceylon; the Burmah Peninsula and 
the Islands of the Malay Archipelago. In India it is found m tne N. \\ 
Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, and Central India, also Assam. It ts also recotded 
from the Khasia Hills. In Burmah Oates says it occurs m cgu, and 
probably also in Arrakan and Tenasserim. It summers m Siberia and occa- 
sionally straggles into Europe. It is shy, and never by any chance seen 
except by accident. Oates Savs it swarms in inundated paddy fields to an 
incredible extent. After the 16th December the bird d.sappears entirely. 
Quoting Dybowsky, Oates has it that it makes its nest in a tuft of grass close 
to the ground, and lavs five Or six eggs, which are rosy white, speckled with 
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313. Locustella straminea, (Severtz). Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Must 
v. p. 117. Acridiornis straminea, Severlz t TurltesJeyotn. p. 66, 1873! 
Locustella ianceolata, (Tern.) apud. Dresser , /bis, 1876, p. 90. Locustella 
Hendersoni, (Cass.) apud. Hume , S/r. F> vi. p. 340, 1878.—The Siberia* 
Grasshopper Warbler. 


Upper parts pale olivaceous brown, each feather having a well defined dark 
brown centre ; lores and feathers behind the eye olivaceous brown, obscurely 
streaked, supercilium nearly obsolete ; wings brown, the outside webs edged 
with pale olivaceous brown; tail brown, also edged paler externally and 
tipped obscurely with the same; chin, throat, and centre of abdomen white, 
shaded with brownish on the flanks and breast, and greyish white on the under 
tail coverts, which are centred brown ; upper mandible dark brown, the lower 
pale horn ; rictal bristles obsolete. 

Legs, feet, and claws pale horn. (Seebohm.) 

Length.— 4-95 inches; wing 2-4 to 2-05; tail t g to 2-2 ; oilmen 0-48 
to 0-55 ; 2nd primary between 4 th and yh or 5//1 and 6 th. 

Hah. —N. W, Provinces (Etawah). 

Seebohm says it is supposed to breed in South-Western, Siberia from the 
Ural Mountains to Turkestan, and to winter in the plains of India. 

314. Locustella Ianceolata, (Tem.) Wald. Ibis, 1874 , P . i 39; id. in 

Blyth, B. Bunn. p. 12!; Dresser , B. Ear. ii. p. 617; Seebohm, Cat . B. Br. 
Mas. v. p. 118 ; Oates , B. Br. Burnt, i. p. 104 ; Hume and l)avStr. F. vi, 
p. 118. Sylvia Ianceolata, Tem. Man . d’Orn. iv. p. 614. Lusciniopsis hendersoni, 
Cass, in Proc. Phil. Ac. Sc. 1858, p. 194. Locustella minuta, SwinhP. Z. S. 
*863, p. 93. Locustella macropus, Swinh., P. Z. 8, 1863, P- 93 - Locustella 
subsignata, Hume, Sir. F . i. p. 409.— TemMiHck’s Grasshopper Warbler. 

Upper parts russet brown, each feather centred with dark brown; quills 
brown, the primaries and secondaries externally edged with russet brown, and 
the tertiaries on both webs; tail brown, obscurely edged paler; ear coverts 
hair brown; sides of the head streaked with russet and dark brown; chin, 
throat, and centre of abdomen ochraceous white ; rest of under surface darker 
ochraceous, streaked with blackish brown ; under wing coverts pale vinaceous * 
legs fleshy white ; claws pale horn ; upper mandible dark brown, the lower 
yellow at base and brown at lip; iris brown ; 2nd primary generally between 
the 3 rd and .\th . 

length. 5’2 inches; wing 21 to 2*25 ; tail 1*8 to 2; tarsus 075 t 0 0-8. 
culmen 0*55 ; from gape 0*6. 

Hal —British Burmah and the Andaman Islands during winter. I n p e g U 
found it abundant from October to February. Mr. Davison procured it at 
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various places in Tenasserim quite "down to the extreme southern portion of 
the Division. It is diffused over China, and possibly in the Islands of the 
Malay Archipelago. It summers in Siberia. Its habits are not unlike those of 
L. straminea . 

Gen. Lusciniola,— Gray. 

General characters of Locus tclla ; wing rather short; 1st quill longer than the 
primary coverts, and never more than half the length of the 2nd, which is a 
little shorter than the 3rd and 4th, which arc equal; tail graduated; tarsus 
moderate, more or less distinctly scutellated in front. 

315 . Llisciniola sedon, {Pall.) Sccbohm , Cat. B. Br . Mus. v. p. 12 1. 
Muscicapa aedon, Pall . Reis . Russ. Reichs, iii. p. 695. Phragmaticoh 
olivacea, {Blyth) Jerd., Madr.Journ. xiii, pi. ii. p. 129. Arundinax olivaceus, 
Jerd., B. Ind. ii. p. 157, No. 518. Arundinax oedon, Hume , Str. F. ii. 
p. 234; Armstrong , Sir. F\ iv. p. 328; Hume and Dav., vi. p. 339; Hume* 
Sir. F. viii. p. lOO. Arundinax sedon, Blyth, B. Bunn. p. 104 ; Oates, Sir. 
F. x. p. 215 ; Oates , B. Br. Burm . i. p. 9 S.—Pallas’s Grass-Warbler. 

Upper parts fulvous olive brown, brightest on the rump; wing coverts, 
quills, and tail brown, all edged with fulvous olive brown externally; lores 
brown ; ear coverts and sides of the neck fulvous olive brown 9 no superciliary 
streak; under surface bullish white, lighter on the chin, throat, and abdomen 
and suffused with russet brown on the flanks, vent and under tail coverts 9 axil- 
laries and under wing coverts buff; upper mandible dark horny brown, lower 
flesh colour tipped with orange 9 legs and feet plumbeous ; claws horn colour. 

Length .—77 inches; wing 3- to 3*3; tail 3‘i to 3’5 ; tarsus pi ; culmen 
07 to o*8; from gape o 88 ; 2nd primary intermediate between 7th and 8th 
or equal to 7th. 

Hob, —Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, the Carnatic, also Nepaul 
and British Burmah during winter. It is spread well over the whole of 
Northern India and British Burmah. In the latter, it has been found over the 
whole of Pegu, also in Arrakan, Tenasserim, and the Andamans. Breeds in 
S.-E. Siberia and North China. It is usually seen on reeds, in marshes, 
ponds, &c. 

316 . Lusciniola thoracica, {Blyth) Sccbohm , C B. lir. Mus. 
v. p. 124. Dumeticola thoracica, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xiv. p- .v s 4 ; id. Cat . />. 
As. Soc. p. 183. Dumeticola affinis, {/Mgs.) Jad. B. Ind. ii. p.158; 
Brooks , Sir. F. 1875, p. 286 .—Hodgson's GrassAVarbi-er. 

Upper parts dark russet brown, tinged slightly with olive ; lores and feathers 
behind the eye dark brown; eye stripe pale ashy white, rather indistinct; wings and 
tail like the back; chin and centre of abdomen nearly white . shading into pale 
ashy grey on the throat and breast, and olive brown on the flanks and under 
35 


TURDID/E. 

broadly tipped with whitish ; throat spotted with 
dark brown; bill dark brown; 2 nd primary equal to the 9th or 10th, the 
first, half the length of the 2nd; legs, feet, and claws pale horn colour; 
axillaries greyish white. 

Length*— 4*95 inches; wing 2 to 2*3; tail i*8 to 2*5; culmen 0-52; tarsus 
078 to 0*83. 

Hodgson's Grass-Warbler rs said to breed in South Siberia and N.-W. China. 
It is known only from N.-W. India, in the Himalayas, and between Simla 
and Mussoorie. It is also recorded from Nepaul. 

317. Lusciniola luteiventris, (Hodgs.) Seebohm, Cat. B. Er. Mur. 
v. p. 125. Tribura luteoventris, Hodgs. M. S. Drawings Nepaul Birds• 
Dumeticola mandelli, Brooks, Sir . F. 1875, p. 286. Dumeticola luteoventris, 
(Hodgs.) Brooks, Sir . F. 1875, P* 286— The Brown Grass-Warbler. 

Upper parts russet brown, inclining to olive; lores and behind the eye 
dark brown ; eye stripe pale chestnut, very indistinct; wings and tail slightly 
darker than the back; chin, throat, and centre of abdomen nearly white, 
shading into pale chestnut on the breast, flanks, thighs, and under tail coverts ; 
axillaries and under wing coverts buffish white, mottled with brown on the 
shoulder; inner margin of quills pale brown; upper mandible dark brown, 
under mandible pale horn colour; wing short; 2 nd primary equal to the 
secondaries ; legs, feet, and claws pale brown. (Seebohm.) 

Length.— 4*9 to 5*5 inches; wing 1*95 to 2*25; tail 2*2 to 2*6; culmen 
o’S ; tarsus 07 to o’8. 

Brooks under Dumeticola mandelli (Sir. F. 1875, p. 2S4,) gives the measure¬ 
ments of two skins of this species as 5*4 and 5-5 inches, both from Native 
Sikkim. Under Tribura luteoventris (t. c.) from the same locality and the 
Bhootan Doars, he gives the length as 5 10 to 5*25 ; wing 1*97 to 2*23. 

The Brown Grass-Warbler is confined to the Himalayas, having hitherto only 
been found in Nepaul, the N.-W. Provinces, and Sikkim. It is recorded by 
Seebohm from Darjeeling. 

318 . Lusciniola indica, (. Jerd .) Seebohm , Ibis, 1880, p. 277; id. 
Cat. B. Br . Mus. v. p. 126. Sylvia indica, Jerd. r Madr. Journ . xi. p. 6. 
Phyllopneuste indicus, (Jerd.) Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 194; Brooks , Ibis, 1869, 
p. 56; Godw.-Alisten J. A. S. B. xli. pt. 2, p. 142; Seebohm, Ibis, 1877, 
p. 8 7.—Jerdon's Grass-Warbler. 

Upper parts earthy brown with a slight tinge of ochraceous on the rump; 
eye stripe deep yellow, shading into bufTy from behind the eye; lores and 
feathers behind the eye earthy brown ; quills brown, very narrowly tipped with 
pale ; tail brown, the feathers narrowly tipped and margined with greyish 
white on the inner web ; under surface of body buffish yellow ; axillaries and 
wing coverts buff; bill Phylloscopine ; upper mandible dark brown, the inkier 
mandible pale horn colour; legs, feet, and claws brown ; irides dark brown. 
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Length. —5*25 inches; wing 2-2 to 2*65; tail 175 to 2'2; culmen o*SS : 
tarsus o’8; 4th and 5th primaries nearly equal and longest; 2nd about equal 
to roth ; 1st 0*65 to 0*85 inch. 

Hab.— N.-W. and Central Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Central India, and the 
Concan; at Matheran and Deccan. 

Jerdon’s Grass-Warbler has been obtained near Jaulnah in Central India, 
also on the Northern Ghauts and at Mhow, Saugor, and IChandeish. Jerdon 
says it frequents trees, but is more common in bushes and shrubs near rocks, 
and especially on rocky cliffs, which it appears to affect much. It probably 
breeds in the alpine districts of the Himalayas. 

3 ia Lusciniola fuscata, (Blyth) Seebohm , Cat. B . Br % Mus. v. 

p. 127. Phyilopneuste fuscata, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xi. p. 113 ; Blyth and 

Wald. B. Burm. p. 105. Horornis fulviventris, Hodgs. MS. Drawings B. 
Ncpaul, pi. 63; id. P. Z. S. 1845, p. 31. Phylloscopus brunneus, Blyth, 

y. A. S. B. xiv. p. 591. Phylloscopus fuscatus, (Blyth) Jerd. B. Lid '. ii. 

p. 19I; Seebhom , Ibis , 1877, p. 85; Armstrong , Str. F. iv. p. 329; Hume 
and Dav., Str. F. vi. p. 352; Cripps, Str. F. vii. p. 285 ; Hume, Sir. F. 
viii. p. 102. Ilerbivocula fuscata, (Blyth) Oates , B . Br . Burm. i. p. 92.— 
The Brown Bush- Warbler. 

Upper parts brown ; wing and tail the same, but edged exteriorly with olive 
brown, and on the inner webs with pale buff or olive brown; supercilium, 
reaching to the nape, buff; cheeks and ear coverts buff, tinged with brown. 
Chin, throat, and abdomen buffy white; breast, flanks, axillarics, vent, and 
under tail coverts rich buff; bill Phylloscopine; upper mandible dark brown; 
under mandible pale ; rictal bristles fairly developed; iris brown; legs and 
feet dusky flesh colour; claws yellowish horn colour. 

Length. —5*3 inches; wing 2*3 to 2*55; tail 2*2 to 2 4; culmen 0*45 to 
0*49; tarsus o*8 to 0*9. 

Rab. —N.-W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, Assam, British Burmah, and Nepaul. 
In India it is a winter visitor. Oates says during this season it is common 
to every portion of Pegu. Mr. Davison got it at Tenasserim as far south as 
Tavoy. It also winters in South China. In summer it is found in Eastern 
Siberia and Japan. According to Seebohm it breeds in South-Eastern Siberia. 

The Brown Bush-Warbler confines itself to Ionv jungle and grass land, and, 
according to Seebohm, is especially fond of wet localities and the banks of 
nullahs and ditches. It has a low single note, which it frequently utters while 
flitting from spot to spot. 

320 . Luseiuiola schwarzi, (Radde) Seebohm, Ibis. 1880, p. 277; 
id. Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 128. Sylvia (Phyilopneuste) schwarzi, Radde, 
Reis. Sibir. Yoy. p. 260. Herbivocula schwarzi, Sivinh. P. Z. S. 1871, 
p. 354 : Oates , B. Br. Burm. i. p. 9. Phylloscopus brooksi, Wald, in Bl . 
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B. Burm, p. 105. Neornis flavolivacea, Hodgs .? apud. Hume , 67 r. iii. 
p. 139; Oates, Sir, F, x. p. 221. Phylloscopus schwarzi, Brooks, Sir. F. 
iv. p. 277; Seel ohm. Ibis, 1S77, p. 84; Hume and Dav„ Sir. F. vi. p. 353 ; 
Hume , *S 7 r. viii. p. 102; Bingham , *S 7 r. ix. p. 186.— Radde’s Bush- 
Warbler, 

Upper parts olive brown tinged with tawny, especially on the rump ; wings 
and tail brown, edged.on the outer web with the colour of the back; super- 
ciliura, reaching to the nape, buff; lores and feathers behind the eye dark 
brown; ear coverts buff and brown; under surface rich tawny buff, paling 
on the throat and abdomen; axillaris and under wing coverts buff; bill short, 
thick, and wide at base; upper mandible dark brown, under mandible 
pale; 4th and 5th primaries longest; 2nd intermediate in length between 7th 
and 8th; the 1st frequently more than half the length of the 2nd; legs and 
feet pale horn colour. 

Length, —5*6 inches; wing 2-35 to 2-5; tail 2*2 to 2*05 ; culmen 0*48 to 0-5. 

In summer the x lower parts are nearly white with, in some, a slight tinge of 
yellowish white or buff. 

Hab .—British Burmah, where Oates says it has been frequently met with in 
winter, and in North Pegu. It has also been obtained at Kyeikpadien, and by 
Davison in the northern half of the Tenasserim Division, at Pahpoon, and 
Other places. Captain Bingham got it in the Thoungyecn Valley. It also 
winters in South China. Breeds in South-Eastern Siberia. Affects low bushes 
and dense jungle., 

321 . Lusciniola fuliginiventris, (Hodgs.) Seelokm , Ibis, 1SS0, 
p.277. Horornis fuliginiventer, Hodgs. P. Z S. 1845, p. 31. Phylloscopus 
fuliginiventer, (Hodgs,) Blyth,Ibis, 1867, p. 28.—The Smoky Grass-Warbler. 

Upper parts dark 'olive brown; wings and tail dull chocolate brown; an 
indistinct supercilium and the whole of the under surface of the body, includ¬ 
ing the axillaries and .under wing coverts, pale olive brown, .yellowish on the 
throat and middle of abdomen; bill Phylloscopine; both mandibles dark 
brown, the under mandible slightly paler at base ; legs and feet brow-n. 

Length .—5*3 inches; wing 21 to 2-3; tail 175 to 2*o; culmen 0-45 to 0-5. 

Hah,'— Nepaul and'Sikkim. 

322. Lusciniola noglocta, Hume , Ibis, 1S70, p. 143 ; Flan/. East . 
Persia, ii. p. 182; Seebohm, {bis, 1877, p. 99; id. Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p.131. 
Phylloscopus neglcctus, (Hume) Hume, Str . F. p. 19S* Lusciniola ncglectus, 
(Hume) Murray , Vert, Z00L, Sind\ p. 150 .—IIumk's Grass-Warbler. ' 

The following is Mr, Hume’s description of the species : — 

'* 1 he lores arc brownish white; a comparatively pure and very narrow 
white streak runs from the nostrils over the lores and eyes, but not beyond; 
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the whole upper surface is dull earthy brown, with, in some, a faintly olivaceous 
rufescent tinge on the back, most conspicuous on the rump; the quills and 
tail are a moderately dark hair brown, narrowly margined on the outer webs 
with pale olivaceous brown, much the same colour as the upper parts; the 
secondaries are very narrowly margined at the tips with albescent; the 
whole lower surface is albescent, tinged with very pale fulvous fawn, or earthy 
brown, more strongly so in some specimens than in others; the sides and 
flanks are pale earthy brown; the wing lining and axillaries are white with, at 
times, the faintest possible fulvous or brownish tinge. 

“ Length .—4 to 4*2 inches ; expanse 6-25 to 6*4 ; tail from vent 1*4 to r6 ; 
wing barely 2 to 2*15 ; bill at front 0 ' 2 y to 0*3 ; tarsus o*68 to 071. The 4th 
primary the longest, the 3rd and 5th a hair’s breadth shorter, the 2nd 0*26 to 
0-3, and the 1st I to n shorter than the 4th ; the irides are brown ; the legs 
and feet black ; the bill black, paler or horny greenish in some at the base of 
the lower mandible.”— S/r. F. i. p. 196. 

Hab. —Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Beloochistan, and Persia. A winter 
visitant; chiefly affecting acacia groves. 

323 . Lusciniola melanopogon, (Tem.) Gray. List. Gen. B. 
p. 28 ; Heuglin , Orn. N . D . Afr .; Salvad. Faun. Ital. Ucc . p. 116 ; Hum , 
Sir. F. 1873, p. 190; Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 132 ; Murray, Vert . 
Zool.y Sind , p. 149. Sylvia melanopogon, (Tern.) pi. Col. 245, fig. 2. 
Calamodus melanopogon, {Tern). Blanf \ E . Persia ii. p. 198.—The Mous¬ 
tached Grass-Warbler. 

A broad conspicuous white stripe from the nostrils over the eyes and ear 
coverts; a dark brown stripe from in front of, under, and through the eyes, 
enveloping the upper portion of the ear coverts, darker in the males than in 
the females ; the chin, throat, and lower parts, including the lower tail coverts, 
white, faintly tinged rufescent on the breast, more strongly so on the flanks, 
about rhe vent, and in some specimens the lower tail coverts also; the sides 
both of the neck and of the body tinged with greyish or, in some, orvaceous 
brown; forehead, crown, occiput, and nape very dark brown, the feathers 
tipped and margined a paler yellowish olive brown ; in some specimens these 
tippings entirely obscure the base, except on a narrow line immediately above 
the white eye streak; in others these parts appear to be very dark brown 
regularly striated with a pale olive brown, while in some the tippings are almost 
wanting; the back, scapulars, rump, and upper tail coverts the same yellowish 
olive brown, becoming more rufescent on the lower back, rump, and upper 
tail coverts; the feathers of the centre of back w r ith more or less conspicu¬ 
ous dark central shaft-streaks ; in some birds the whole back seems regularly 
streaked with dark lines, in others only a few faint darker streaks are visible 
in the very centre of the back ; in some again the lower back is much more 
decidedly rufous ; the wings are hair brown; the primaries very narrowly 
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margined and tipped on the outer web paler; the secondaries and tertiaries 
and most of the coverts more distinctly margined with a sort of rufescent 
olive, the wing lining and axillaries pure or nearly pure white ; tail feathers 
somewhat pale, hair brown, obscurely margined with rufescent olive; the 
shaft dull white below. “ The plumage,” Mr. Hume says, “ is rather variable, 
and in some specimens the flanks and tail coverts are much browner than 
above described ; the upper surface, too, varies a good deal in its general 
appearance * * * ; all the quills are margined on their inner webs 

albescent.” 

Dimensions frdm the fresh bird—se$es not-differing appreciably in size. 

Length .—57 to 5*8 inches ; expanse 7-3 to 7*5 ; tail from vent 2 to 2-2 ; wing 
2*4 to 27 ; wing, when closed, reach to within i‘25 to 1*4 of end of tail; bill 
at front 0*42 to 0*47 ; tarsus 0*82 to 0*87 ; hind toe and claw 0*55, claw only 
from root to point 0*3 weight 0-35 to 0*4 oz.; irides brown to pale brown ; 
feet dark horny grey,'.in some dusky brown; legs dusky brown ; soles pale 
yellowish ; bill very dark brown, alqtidst black, paler on lower mandible.— 
Hume, Stray Feathers, '-yol. 1 ., p. 191. 

Hab, —Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces', Beloochistan, Persia, and Afghanis- 
tan. A winter visitant.» ' 

Seebohm says it appears to be a resident on both shores of the Mediter¬ 
ranean, extending eastwards into Persia. In Sind and the N.-W. Provinces 
it is only a winter visitor. Probably breeds in Turkestan. 

Gen. Cettia. — Bonap . 

This genus contains a small group of Bush-Warblers, distinguished by 
having only ten tail feathers. The wing is generally rounded ; the 1st primary 
always half the length of the 2nd or a little more; the 2nd is nearly 
equal to the secondaries ; tail rounded, the outermost feathers two-thirds to 
five-sixths the length of the longest; tarsus and feet robust, the former 
scute Hated in front. The predominant colours are russet brown and olive 
brown. (Seebohm.) 

324 . Cettia cotti, (Mar mi) Digl. Orn. Fur . i. p. 518; Murray, Vert. 
Zool., Sind, p. 151; Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 135. Sylvia cetti, 
Mann . Mem. Acc. Tor. xxx. p. 254; Tern. Man. d'Orn. i. p. 194. Bradyp- 
lerus cetti, (Marm .) Cat. Mus. Hein. i. p. 43; Shelley, B. Egypt, p. 89; 
Dresser , Ibis, 1876, p. 89. Cettia orientalis, Tristram, Ibis, 1867, p. 79. 
Cettia siolickza, Hume , Sir. F. ii. p. 520. Cettia cettioides, Hume , Sir. F. 
i. p. 194.. Bradyptetes cetti, {Mann.) Blanf. East Persia ii. p. 200 .—Cetti's 
Bush-Warbler: 

“A spot in front of the eyes dusky ; a streak from the nostrils over the eye 
md a circle round the eye fulvous white; the forehead, crown, and whole 
upper surface a warm rufous or ferruginous brown, more rufous on the rump 
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and upper tail coverts; the quills arid tail hair brown, margined with rufescent 
olive; ear coverts, sides of the neck, body, flanks and vent feathers a pale dull 
greyish or earthy brown; chin, throat, breast, and abdomen white, lower tail 
coverts slightly rufous brown (webs very lax and much disunited) narrowly 
tipped with white; axillaries and wing lining slightly greyish white; the edge 
of the wing just above the base of the primaries is white ; in some few specimens 
the eye streak extends beyond the eye to more than half of the ear coverts, 
but in most it ceases just beyond the posterior angle of the eye ; irides brown; 
legs and feet pale brown or fleshy brown, darker on toes and claw; bill dark 
horny brown, but paler on lower mandible. 

“ Length .—5*8 to 6-5 inches; expanse 7*5 to 8*4 ; tail from vent 2.4 to 3 ; 
wing 2* 5 to 2-8 ; wings, when closed, reach to within from I* 2 to 2 of end of 
tail; bill at front 0*4 to 0*5 ; tarsus O'S to nearly 0*9 ; weight 0-4 0 z "—Stray 
Feathers, vol. i. p. 191. 

Bab.— Sind, Beloochistan, Persia, and Afghanistan. Found in France, 
Spain, Algeria, Greece, Asia Minor, Palestine and Turkestan. 

It is found on both shores of the Mediterranean, extending eastwards as far 
as Turkestan. It winters in Sind. Mr. Blanford obtained it in the Elburz 
Mountains north of Tehran, where it abounded in bushes on the sides of 
the valleys. Menetrics found it on the Talish Mountains south of Lankoran. 
Mr. Blanford found its nest near Asupas. Pie describes it as cup-shaped, 
deep, rather roughly constructed of dried grass and lined with a little down 
of plants. Eggs, two in number, uniform dull brick red in colour. Size 07$ 
inch x O’S7. 

Mr. Ilume gives an interesting account of its skulking habits among the 
almost impenetrable rushes. 

325. Cettia fortipos, ( Iiodgs .) Seebohm, P. Z.'S. 1878, p, 9S0; id , 
Jbis, 1879, p. 36; id, Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 137. Horornis forties, 
Iiodgs. MS. Drawings B. Nepaul , pi. 63 ; Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv. p. 584 : 
Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 162; Hume , Nests and Eggs , p. 329; Brooks , Sir. I . 
viii. p. 475. Drymoica brevicauda, Blyth. J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 459 * Horornis 
assimilis, {Gray) Brooks, Str. F. x. p. 170. Neornfs assimilis, Bl. Ibis 1S07, 
p. 22; Godwn.-Austen, J. A. S. B. xliii. pi. ii. p. 167; Wald, m Bl. B. 
Burn. p. 105 ; Hume and Dav., vi. p. 35 1 5 Schamicola fortipcs, Hume , Str . 
F. viii. p. 101. — Hodgson’s Hill-Warbler. 

Upper surface rich russet brown; lores and ear coverts darker, russet; eye 
streak indistinct pale brown, in some with a yellowish tinge ; wings arid tail 
brown, the outer webs edged with russet brown; under surface of body huffish 
brown; axillaries and under wing coverts pale yellow; bill dark brown, the 
base of lower mandible paler; legs and feet pale brown; irides pale brown. 

Length. —4*5 inches; wing rSS to 2*28; tail r86 to 22 1; oilmen o'48 
to 0*56; from gape 0*62 ; tarus 0 83. 
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Hab .—The Himalayas from Cashmere to Assam, Sikkim, Eastern Bengal, 
Western China, Burmah and the Island of Formosa. Recorded from Nepaul, 
Darjeeling, Kashgar and British Burmah. It has been procured in Karin 
by Captain Wardlaw-Rtfcnsay, and by Dr. Anderson in the hills east of Bhamo. 
Colonel Godwin-Austen got it in the hill tracts of Eastern Bengal. Seebohm 
says “ in all-localities it is doubtless a partial migrant, breeding at high eleva¬ 
tions above the. level of winter snow, and descending lower into the valleys 
during the cold season. 

326 . Cettia flavolivacea, ( Hodgs .) Seebohm, /bis, 1879, p. 36; id. 
Cat. B. B.r. Mus . v. p. 138. Neornis flavolivacea, Hodgs., A/S. Drawings 
B. Nepaul, pi. 61 fig. 1; Jerd. B. hid. ii. p. iSS, No. 552. Neornis 
cacharensis, (Hodgs.) Gray, Cat. Mam. & B. Nepaul, p. 67.—'The Himalayan 
Busii-Warbler. 

Upper parts dark brownish green, paler on the rump; lores and feathers 
behind the eye brown; supercilium rather indistinct, huffish yellow ; wings and 
tail brown, the outer webs of the feathers edged with brownish green. Chin, 
throat and centre of abdomen deep yellow, with a brownish tinge on the breast, 
flanks, thighs and under tail coverts ; axillaries and under wing coverts bright 
yellow ; inner margins of quills nearly white ; bill dark brown, paler at base 
of lower mandible; 4th, 5th and.6th primaries nearly equal and longest; legs 
and feet brown. 

Length. —4*5 inches ; wing .1*9 to 2*15; tail 1*9 to 2*2; culmen 0*51 to 
0*48 ; tarsus 0*9. 

Hab .—The Himalayas from Nepaul to Assam. Breeds at high altitudes. 

327 . Cettia pallidipes, (Blanf) .Seebohm, ibis , 1S79, P- 36; id¬ 
eal. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 139. Phylloscopus pallidipes, Blanf., J . A. S. B. xli., 
pt. ii. p. 162; pi. vii. (1872). Horeites sericea, 'Walden, Blyih, Wald, in 
B. Burrn. p. 119; Tweed., Ibis, 1877, P./487.; Hume, Sir. F. v. p. 57. 
Horeites pallidipes, U nine and Dav., Sir. F. Vi. p. 344 ? Hume, Sir. F . viii. 
p. roi ; Oates , B. Br. Burrn., i. p. 122 .—Blanford's IIUll Warbler. 

Upper plumage, tail, and wings olive brown ; a broad supercilium greyish 
white; lores and feathers behind the eye olive brown ; car. coverts greyish 
white; under surface white, very slightly tinged with browriish \pn the breast, 
flanks, and under tail coverts; axillaries and under wing coverts white. 
Bill Phylloscopine, yellow, the under mandible pale brown ; 4th, $th, and 6th 
primaries nearly equal andl longest; 2nd shorter than the secondaries; 1st 
more than half the length of the second ; iris dull brown ; legs fleshy white. 

Length .—4 inches; tail 1*7; wing 2*05 to 2’2; bill from gape o.* 55 - 

Hal .—Sikkim and Assam, also Tenasserim. Oates says, “ Blanford’s Hill- 
Warbler was procured at Pahpoon in Tenasserim by Mr. Davison, and on the 
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Karin Hills Cast of Tounghoo by Captain Ward law-Ram say. it was first dis¬ 
covered by Blanford in Sikkim, where it is probably a partial migrant ascending 
to a considerable elevation to breed; 

328 . Cettia brunneifrons, (Hodgs). Seebohvt , Ibis, 1879, p. 36; 
id.. Cat. B. Br. Mr/s. vi. p. 143. Horeites brunneifrons, HodgsM. S. Draw - 
ifigs, B. Nep. Passeres , pi. 62, a fig 1; Bly., J. A. S. B. xiv. p. 585: Jerd. 
B. Ind* ii. p. 163, No. 527 ; Brooks y J. A. S. B. xli. pt. ii. p. 78, (1878)* 
Horeites pollicaris ( Hodgs .), Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 163, No. 528. —The Nepaul- 
ese Bus 11 -Warbler. 

Upper surface dark russet-brown, shading into brownish red on the nape and 
head ; supercilium buffish white, extending to the nape ; wings and tail dark 
russeUbrown, their 01/ter webs edged with the same ; chin and centre of belly 
nearly white, shading into ashy grey on the sides of the neck and breast and 
into russet-brown on the flanks* thighs, and under tail coverts; axillaries and 
under wing coverts nearly white. Bill Phylloscopine, upper mandible dark 
brown, the under mandible pale brown ; primaries, secondaries, and 1st quill 
as in the last; legs, feet, and claws pale brown. 

Length . —4-37 inches; wing 17 to 1*95; tail 1*5 to r8; tarsus 073 to 
075 ; culmen 0*4 to 0*45. 

Hab. —The Himalayas from Nepaul, the Mountains of Chinese Thibet to 
Sikkim, as low as Darjeeling. Breeds at high elevations. 

329 . Cettia majOP, (Moore), Seebohm, Ibis , 1879, p. 36; id., Cat. B. 
Br. Mr/s. v. p. 14S, pi. vii. Horeites major, Moore , P. Z. S., 1854, p. 105 ; 
(desen prem .); Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 164, No. 529 .—.Moores Bush or Large 
Hill-Warbler. 

Upper surface olive brown, shading into russet on the wings and tail, which 
are edged with dark olive brown, and into rich dark russet-brown colour on 
the nape and head; supercilium yellowish ferruginous, extending over the ear 
coverts, which are brown tinged with ruddy; chin and abdomen white; 
throat, sides of neck, and centre of breast olive brown, deeper on the flanks, 
thighs, and under tail coverts. Bill Phylloscopine, dark brown ; under mandible 
paler at base ; 5th and 6th primaries nearly equal and longest; 2nd shorter 
than the secondaries; 1st more than half the length of the second; legs, feet, 
and claws pale brown. 

Length.—* 3*9 to 4*5 inches ; wing 2-41 to 2-63 ; tail 2*2 to 2 4; tarsus ro2 ; 
culmen 0*55. 

Hab .—The Himalayas, from Nepaul to Sikkim, and the Mountains of 
Chinese Thibet, descending into the valleys in the cold season. Seebohm adds 
that it is probably a partial migrant breeding at or near the limit of fotesi 
growth on the Himalayas. 
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GROUP— BRADYPTER1. 

Aberrant Reed Warblers with IQ-12 tail feathers, allied to the Grass-Warblers. 


Gen. SchoBnicola.—^/j'///. 

Bill moderate, rather deep, much compressed; culmen slightly curved ; 
.rictal bristles moderate, few; wings moderate, slightly rounded ; 4th quill 
•longest, 3rd equal to the 5th ; tail moderate, the feathers broad ; under tail 
coverts long, reaching to more than half the length of the tail; tarsus long; 
•plumage lax. 

330 . SchcEnieola platyura, (Jerd.) Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiih 
p. 374; Jerd. B. Ind. ii: p. 73 * No - 442 ; Hume , Sir. F. 1878, p. 37 ; id. 
Sir. F. 1879, p. 97 ; Brooks, Sir. F. 1881, p. 209 ; Hume , t. c. p. 211 ; Zegge, 
Birds , Ceylon, p. 532; Hume, Sir. F. 18S0, pp. 234-260; Butler, Cat. B. 
Bom. Pres. p. 43; Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1881, p.920; id. Cat. B. Br. Mus. 
vii. p. no. Timalia platyura, Jprd. Madr. Journ. xiii., p. 170.—The 
Broad-tailed Reed^Bird. \ 

Upper surface russet or rufous brown, including the ear and wing coverts ; 
•quills dusky, externally margined with russet-brown, the innermost second* 
aries the same on both webs; tail russet-brown, obscurely banded with dusky 
brown under certain lights; the outer feathers darker and tipped with ashy; 
lores whitish ; supercilium fulvous, also the cheeks and sides of the neck; 
throat, centre of breast, and abdomen whitish, the former washed with fulvous 
on the lower parts, also the sides of the body, flanks, thighs, and under tail 
coverts—the latter washed with ashy at the tips; under wing coverts and 
nxillaries huffish white. Bill horny yellow, 0*4 ; legs fleshy yellow; irides 
yellowish brown. 

Length. —5’S to 6*3 inches; wing 2*5 to 265 ; tail 2*6 to 2'8 ; tarsus 
0*8 to 0*85, 

Hah —Southern India (Belgaum, Travancore, Wynaad, at the foot of the 
Ncilgherrics, and. Ceylon). According to Jerdon the Broad-tailed Reed-Bird 
affects reeds in swampy places. In their actions and habits, Captain Butler 
says : These birds resemble Chcetornis striata and in the breeding season rise 
constantly into the air, chirruping like that species, and descending afterwards 
in the same way on to some low-bush or tussock of grass, sometimes even on 
to the telegraph wires. They are fearful little skulks. If you attempt to 
pursue them, at once they disappear into the grass, from whence it is almost 
impossible to flush them again unless you all but tread on them, dhey breed 
in -dptember. The food of the Broad-tailed Reed-bird consists bhiefly of 
insects. Captain Butler’s notes, in Sir. F. ix. p. 262, quoted by Mr. Hume, 
in regard to the nidification of this-species are to the effect that the nest is 
composed of coarse grass, with an entrance on one side, built in long grass, 
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and about a foot from the ground ; the eggs> he says, have'a purplish white 
ground, sprinkled all over with'numerous small specks and spots of purplish 
brown and purple (brownish red, almost black in some), with a cap of the 
same at the large end : . They are moderately broad ovals, with but little gloss* 
Size 073 x o*6. 


Gen. Latieilla Blyth. 

Bill of moderate length,, compressed and slender ; the culmen slightly 
curved; wings short, rounded; 5th and 6th quills longest; second primary 
shorter than secondaries; tail strongly graduated, long and broad, the outer 
tail feathers just reaching beyond the under tail coverts, beyond which the 
outstretched feet do not reach. This genus comprises two species only—both 
found in India. 

33 L Latieilla burnesi, (B/yth) Blyth , J. A. S. B. xiv. p. 596; 
Hume, Sir. F. 1S73, p. 1S0 ; 1879, p* 97; Doig, t. c. p. 370 ; Murray , Vert. 
Zool., Sind , p-. 134; Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus . viii. p. 118; Eurycercus 
Burnesii, Blyth. J. A. S. B., .xiii. p. 374; Jerd. B. Jnd. ii. p. 74, No. 443 r~ 
The LoNG-TAiLED Reed-Bird. 

Above olive brown, paler on the head, rufescent on the back and sides of 
the neck; the feathers, including the scapulars, mesially streaked with dark 
brown ; rump and upper tail coverts unstriped ; lores and round the eye white , 
ear coverts greyish white; tail olive brown, with faint transverse stria?, the 
lateral feathers narrowly margined at the tips with whitish ; a double line of 
dark spots from the base of the lower mandible on either side of the throat; 
under surface white ; the-flanks and sides brownish* the feathers with fulvous 
mesial streaks; under tail coverts ferruginous; bill horny brown, paler on 
lower mandible ; irides brown ; legs pale homy. 

Length. —7 to 77 inches; wing 2 to>2’3 ; tail 4 ; bill at front 0*4. 

Hah. —Sind, the Punjab, N.-W. Provinces and Bengal. Breeds in Sind from 
July to September. 

Affects high grass jungles, from inside which it,is most difficult to flush . 
When once disturbed, it climbs about in the interior of the reeds and grass, 
and seldom affords a chance of a shot. It requires much patience and 
trouble to secure specimens. Hume adds that they co>! him more trouble 
than any other bird he met within Sind. This is certainly ihe experience ot 
every one desirous of forming a collection of the species. 

332 . Latieilla cinerascens, ( Wald.) Hum:, Str. F. iVo. p. 07. 
Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. vii. p. 1 Eurycercus cinerascens, M <?/. V A nn. 
and Mag . Nat. Hist. (4), xvi. p. 10 (1874.-The Gimkk-i l.-v 1 oi.m 

Reed-Bibd. 
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Adult Male .—Above olive brown, washed with ashy and streaked with dark 
brown down the centre of the feathers, a little more ashy on the rump and 
upper tail coverts, and also on the forehead and sides of crown; wing coverts 
like the back, ashy on the least series; bastard wing feathers dark brown, 
externally like the back; primary coverts dark brown, edged with olive ; quills 
the same ; tail feathers brown, washed with olive on the outer web, the centre 
of the feathers darker brown; lores, feathers in front of the eye and eyelid 
white; cheeks and under surface of body white, ashy on the sides of the 
breast and flanks, the latter washed with brown, as also the thighs externally; 
under tail coverts yellowish white or pale fulvous ; axillaries and under wing 
coverts white, with a dusky spot near the edge of the wing. 

Length .—6 inches; wing 2’i; tail 3*15, tarsus 0‘8 ; culmen 0'5S. 

Hah.— -Bengal, Has not been recorded from any other part of India. 


Gen. Megalurus.— Hors/. 


Bill slender, compressed and of moderate length; nostrils apert; rictal 
bristles few, strong, 3rd quill longest; 4th and 5th nearly equal to it; tarsus 
long, scutellated; mid toe long. 



333 . Megalurus palustris, Hors/., Trans., Lin. Soc. xiii, p, 159, 
Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. p. 139; JerdB. hid . ii. p. 7 °J Hume, Nests 
and Eggs, p. 276; Blyth, B. Burin, p. 118 : Wald., Tr. A. S. ix. p. 189; 
Oates, Sir. F. v. p. 156; 7 weed, P. Z. S. 1877, P* 694; Hume and Lav., 
Sir. F. vi. p. 295; Anderson , Yunnan Exp. p- &39; Ilume, Sir. F. viii. 
p.97; Oates, Sir. F. p. 209; Sharpe, Cal. B. Br Mus . vii. p. 123.— 
The Striated Marsh Warbler. 

Upper surface fulvous brown, the head rather rufous, and each feather with 
a mesial dark brown shaft streak ; wing coverts and quills blackish brown, 
broadly edged with the colour of the back , tail fulvous brown, the shafts and the 
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portion of each feather near them dusky; supercilium greyish white; chin and 
throat white; sides of the neck and all the lower plumage earthy brown, tinged 
with buff on the flanks; vent and undertail coverts, also the breast, with a few 
brown streaks. 

The young are distinguished from the adult by the yellow colour of the under 
surface and lores, the streaks on the throat are absent, and only slightly indi¬ 
cated ; the flanks and under tail coverts uniform light rufescent brown; bill 
black, pale horn on the lower mandible; iris pale brown; eyelids plumbeous. 

Length .— 9 to 10 inches; wing 3*2 to 4; tail 4*5 to 4*9; tarsus 1*3; bill 
from gape 0*95. 

Hah. —Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Bengal, Central India, Assam, and British 
Burmah. 

The Striated Marsh Warbler has a very wide range. It is found in the 
Malayan Peninsula and Java. In Pegu, according to Oates, it is locally 
distributed, being found only where there is long grass. It occurs on the 
banks of the Irrawady and tributaries of the Godavery, also on the 
Nerbudda, but is most abundant in lower Bengal, where the country is 
intersected by rivers, and where long grass and reeds cover it for miles. It 
generally keeps in couples, and seldom moves away from the spot it selects 
for its feeding ground. During the cold weather, and up to the end of the 
breeding season, this bird has a fine song, which it utters while flying from 
one patch of grass to another, and which Blyth calls a fine flute-like voice. 
In doing this, it is said to mount 30 or 40 feet into the air, and to come 
down with motionless outspread wings. It breeds in May, making a partially 
domed structure of coarse grasses, in tufts of grass not very high from the 
ground. The eggs are usually 4 in number, white and speckled with purplish 
brown. 


Gen. Ch80tornis.— Gray. 

Bill short, about one-half the length of that of Megalurus , strong, high, 
compressed, curved on the culmen, hooked at the lip and notched. Five 
strong bristles on each side between the gape and the eye; wings long, the 
3rd quill longest; legs and feet strong. 
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334. Chsetornig locustelloides, (Blyth), Blyth , J. A. s; B. xi; 
p. 602; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br.Mus. vii. p. 1:30. Dasyornis collurioceps, Blyth 
tom. cii. p. 603. Choetornis striata, Gray , Gen. B. i. p. 167, pi. 48, fig. 9; 
Jerd., B. Ind. ii. p. 72, No. 441 ; Ball , Sir. F. 1875, p. 288; Butler , *S 7 r. # 
1877, p. 209; Ball , t. c. p. 416 ; Hume, Str. F. 1878, p. 215 ; Cripps, t. c. 
p. 279; Butler , Gz/. 2 ?. &V., *SVr. .G 1S79, p. 29.—The Grass 

Warbler. 


Upper surface brown, the feathers streaked mesially with dark brown, and 
edged with fulvous or whity-brown ; lower back, rump, and .upper tail coverts 
less broadly streaked; quills dark brown; broadly edged externally with 
rufescent or tawny buff; centre tail feathers dark brown, darker along the 
middle from where dusky bars radiate, forming dusky bands'; rest of the 
feathers dark brown externally washed with lighter brown and tipped with 
white; forehead fulvous brown; lores dull whitish ; supercilium buffy white; 
throat and centre of body dull white, yellowish buff on the chest, sides of the 
body, thighs, and under tail coverts ; axillaries and under wing coverts buffy 
white; bill dusky brown above, fleshy brown beneath; legs brownish fleshy; 
irides dull greyish brown. 


Length .—*]75 to 8 inches ; wing 3*3 to 3*5 ; tail 3-3 to 375 ; tarsus pi ; 
bill at front 0 46 to 0*5, 


Hab. —Bengal, Southern India, and Central India. It has been found on 
the Neilgheries and at Nellore during the cold season in long grass and rice- 
fields, also in thickets of reeds. Its habits are quite those of Megalurus , 


Group.—CISTICOLiE. 

The position of this group of birds has not been anywhere well defined. 
There can, however, be no doubt as to its position being next the Badyplcri, 
with 10-12, tail feathers strongly graduated or round. The shape and form 
of the bills of the different Indian genera comprising it show a general 
afiinity, as also the thick orbital bristles, which serve to protect the eyes of 
the members forming the group, when forcing their way through tufts of 
grass. 

Gen. Suya.— Hodgs . 

Bill stout and compressed, slightly (generally o*i) shorter than that of 
Cha-tornis striata , and proportionately less in width ; nostrils apert; gape with 
two strong riclal bristles on each side; tail of 10 feathers very long and much 
graduated. 

335. Suya crinigera, Hodgs., As. Res. xix. p. 183 ; Jerd., B. bid. ii. 
p. 183; 1 / urne, Nests and Eggs, p. 353; Wald, in Bl. B. Bunn. p. 12O; 
Hume, Sh . F. ix. p. 138; id., Sir. F. vii, p. 1; Yiii. p. 15 1 ? Scully , Sir. F. 
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viii. p. 3O5 ; Sharpe , Cat. B. Br.Mus. vii. p. t 77. Suya fuliginosa, Hodgs. 
in Grays ZoolMi sc., p. 82 ; Jerd., B. Ind. ii. p. 184; Hume , iV r «r/.r Fgg?, 
p. 355 ; id., S/r. F. viii. p. ioi. Prinia striata, Sivink., Journ.N. China, As. 
Sac. 1859, P- 22 7 ‘ Suya obscura, Hume, S/r. F. ii. p. 507; vii. p. 2. Suva 
striata, Dav. et. Oust Ois. Chine, p. 259; Hume , S/r. F . vii.’ p. I. Blanfordius 
striatulus, Hume, S/r. F. 1873, p. 300; id., 1879, p. ioi ; Murray, Hdbh. 
Zool., fyc., Sind, p. 157; id., Vert. Zool, Sifid, p. I S3.—The Brown Hill 
Warbler. 


Adult in breeding plumage. Above dull brown with a slight olive tint, the 
'feathers margined with greyish olive,causing a somewhat mottled appearance; 
•lower back and rump more uniform; wing coverts brown with greyish olive 
edges, the outer coverts of the lesser series margined with yellowish white as 
also the bastard wing and primary coverts; quills brown with hoary olive 
margins and tips; before the latter a dusky brown subterminal spot; crown 
of the head like the back, and mottled in the same manner; lores yellowish; 
no supercilium ; ear coverts and cheeks yellowish buff, the former dusky 
along their upper margins; throat and under surface yellowish buff; sides 
of the breast brown or mottled with dark brown bases to the feathers; 
abdomen a little clearer yellowish buff; sides of the body and flanks light 
olivaceous ; thighs a little more tawny like the abdomen ; under wing coveits 
and axillaries light lawny. (Sharpe.) 

Bill black ; tarsus fleshy; claws brown and dusky; iris straw -or golden 
yellow. (Scully.) 

Length.— 5*8 ; wing ri ; tail 2*3 ; tarsus 0 8 ; culmen o*6. 

In nombreeding plumage, Dr. Scully says the bill is brown above; the 
lower mandible pale yellowish or pinkish horny, the head and upper back 
more or less rufescent, and more or less deep brown, conspicuously striated 
with pale more or less rufescent fawn or yellowish brown; the quills margined 
with bright ferruginous, the sapcrcilium small and inconspicuous and of a 
creamy colour; 

The young female (Suya obscura , Hume,) is'described bv Sharpe as being 
brown above, with dusky centres to the feathers of the head and back, causing a 
mottled appearance, less distinct on the back ; rump uniform brown ; lesser and 
median wing coverts like the back; greater coverts, bastard wing, primary 
coverts and quills light brown, with reddish buff margins to the feathers, more 
distinctly rufous on the outer edge of the primaries; upper tail coverts darker 
brown; tail feathers brown ; with dusky cross bars tinder certain Fights, the 
edges and tips paler and more fulvous brown ; the tips plainer on all but the 
two centre tail feathers and having a distinct subtcrminal si*ot of dusky brown ; 
lores dull whitish, obscured by blackish tips; no distinct eyebrow, but the super¬ 
ciliary feathers, a little paler than the crown ; eyelid whitish ; ear coverts light 
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washed with yellowish buff; cheeks, throat, for&leck and chest bufVy 
whitish; breast and abdomen pure white; sides of the breast washed with 
olive brown ; sides of the body, flanks, thighs* and under tail coverts cleat 
fulvous brown; under wing coverts and auxiliaries pale tawny buff, whiter neat 
the edge of the wing. 

Length, —5’9 inches; wing 2*15 ; tail 2*8 ; tarsus 0*85 ; ctilmen 0*45. 

A young bird in its first winter dress is described by Hume as Blanforditis 
s/n'atulus. The following is his description :— 

“An obscure rufous white streak from the nostrils to the upper part of the eye. 
The whole upper parts dull greyish olive brown (the grey preponderating on 
the head), all the feathers except those of the upper tail coverts conspicuously 
centred with dark brown 5 wings pale hair brown, all the feathers margined 
with pale rufescent olive ; tail feathers a sort of olive brown, the feathers con¬ 
spicuously darker, very stiff-looking, and with glistening shafts, all the feathers 
ob.^oletely transversely rayed, the central ones most strongly so. All but the 
central ones narrowly tipped fulvous white, and with an obscure subterminal 
dark band ; on the under surface, the shafts are white; the ear-coverts mingled 
fulvous and pale rufous brown ; the sides of the neck streaked like the back j 
on either side of the throat descends from the gape, for about half an inch, a 
band of tiny white feathers, with minute dark centres, so as to produce the 
appearance of two or three regular rows of little spots on each side of 
the throat; the chin and the centre of the throat, breast and abdomen white, 
tinged buffy on the two latter, and with all the feathers of the throat and 
breast very faintly and narrowly tipped with brown, so as to produce the 
appearance of a number of narrow, faint, transverse bars. The flanks, sides, 
vent and lower tail coverts are tinged with dull olive brown mingled with 
fulvous buff; the wing lining is buffy white, and so are the inner margins of 
the inner webs of the quills as seen from below. 

“ Length.— (Of the dry skin; female) about 6 inches, wing 1*9, tail from 
vent 2*75, bill at front about 0*45, tarsus 0*7, tail from vent 275, legs and feet, 
fleshy, bill brown, pale fleshy on lower mandible.”—( Ilinne , Sir. F\ i. p. 300.) 

Hah. —From Sind, throughout the Himalayas from Cashmere to Bhootan, 
and thence through Yunnan to South China and Formosa. Occurs also in 
the Burmese countries. Recorded from Cashmere, Nepaul, Darjeeling, Sikkim, 
Bhootan, Momein, Thayctmyo, and Sind. There has been much confusion 
in regard to the identity of the Brown Hill Warbler, owing to the very material 
difference in the plumage of the species in its various stages, from nestling to 
adult. The same remarks apply to all the species of the genus. This 
f irouniM.ance has led to’the long full descriptions given of this little species. 

is a resident species wherever it is found. It frequents brushwood, and may 
occasionally be seen on low trees. It seeks its food on the ground, and lives 
0,1 small insects and larva.-. On tall grass it delights to sit, so Hutton says. 
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from whence it poiirs forth a loiul and long-continued grating note like the 
filing of a saw. The nest is large, anil loosely constructed of fine grass, with 
an opening on one side. It breeds in May, June, and July. The eggs, 5 to 7 
in number, are white and densely speckled with red. 


336 . Suya atrigularis, Hcdgs. Icon, vied, in Br. Mus. Passeres, 
App. pi. 36, No. 893 ; Moore , P. Z . S. 1S54, p. 77 ; Jerd., B. Ind. ii. 
p. 184, No. 549; Beavati , Ibis., 1867, p. 455; Hume , Sir . F . 1S78, p. 4 ; 
Sharpe, Cal. B . Br. Mus. vii. p. 180. Prinia atrigularis* Gray, Hand —/. 
B. i. p. 197.—The Black-Breasted Hill or Wren-Warbler. 

Above dark olive brown, lighter on the rump and upper tail coxairts ; crown 
of the head, nape, occiput, and hind neck distinctly dusky, with darker centres 
to the feathers of the forehead and sinciput; lores and sides of crown dusky, 
'with a slight indication of a narrow white eyebrow; ear coverts dark ashy, with 
Whitish shaft lines ; feathers under the dye dusky ; cheeks Whitish, the feathers 
tipped with black forming a distinct moustache ; sides of the neck, throat, 
foreneck and breast black ; abdomen whitish; the sides of the body and flanks 
olive brown ; thighs reddish olive ; scapulars and wing coverts like the back ; 
the greater coverts dusky, externally edged with olive ; primary coverts dusky 
brown with olive margins; quills brown; the secondaries externally reddish 
near the base, the primaries edged with ashy olive or huffish; tail light 
brown, paler on the edges of the feathers, which are narrowly tipped with paler 
brown ; under tail coverts pale olive ; under wing coverts and axillarics pale 
tawny buff; bill horny brown ; legs pale fleshy ; iridcs yellow brown. 

Length. —6 to 6*5 inches ; wing 1*85 ; tail 3-6 ; tarsus 0*85 ; culmen 0*55. 

During winter the black of the throat is wanting, the wing coverts and quills 
are broadly margined with tawny buff, a distinct white eyebrow is present, and 
the feathers of the cheeks, throat and breast have slight blackish margins. 

Hab. —The Eastern Himalayas generally. Is recorded from Nepaul, 
Darjeeling, and Sikkim. Like its congeners it frequents brushwood. The nest 
is globular, and made of the same materials as that of the preceding, but with 
an opening on the top. Eggs, 4 to 5, of a dull Indian red colour. 


337 . Suya khasiana, Godiv.-Austen, Ann. and Mag. Hat. Hist. 
(4) xviii. p. 41 2, 1876 ; Hume, Sfr. F. 1877, p. 59; id .. Hume, Sir. F. 1878, 
P-3; 1879, p. 101 ; Sharpe , Cat. 11 . Br. Mus . vii. p. 181.—The Kuasia 
Wren-Warbler. 

Above rufescent brown, the head like the back, the rump rather more 
fulvous; wing coverts like the back ; primary coverts and quills washed with 
olive brown on the margins ; lores blackish, with a narrow line of white 
above ; ear coverts and a line along the sides of the crown in continuation 
of the white streak dark ashy grey, extending on to the sides of the neck; 
cheeks white, forming a long mnu-iachial streak; throat, forcncck am! breast 
black, the latter mottled with subterminal spots of white; breast and abdomen 
' 37 
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white, with a few blackish margins to the breast feathers; sides of the body 
and flanks olive brown; thighs tawny buff; under tail coverts olive brown ; 
under wing coverts and axillaries light tawny buff, white near the edge of 
the wing. • 

Length.— 6*2 inches; wing 1*9 ; tail 3-5 ; tarsus 0-95 ; culmen 0-6. 

In the non-breeding plumage, according to Hume, the bill is paler, the white 
supercilium conspicuous, the lores white; chin, throat and upper breast nearly 
pure white; no mandibular stripes ; forehead, crown, and occiput clear rufous; 
tail feathers much broader and unabraded. 

Hab .—Khasia Hills. 


Nothing is known of its habits nor of its nidification. 

338. Saya albigularis, Hume, Str. F. 1873, p.459; id., Sir, F, 
1S80, p. 227 ; Sharpe , Cat. B, Br.Mus. vii. p. 182.—The White-throated 
Hill Wren-Warbler. 


Adult Above olive drozon ; lesser wing and median coverts like the 
back; greater coverts slightly more rufous on the outer margins ; bastard 
wing dusky, narrowly edged with whitish on the outer web; primary coverts 
and quills dusky brown, margined with fulvous brown, a little more rufescent 
on the primaries; upper tail coverts like the back; tail feathers brown, edged 
with fulvous brown, the outer feathers narrowly tipped with fulvous; crown of 
the head dull ashy grey , slightly washed with olive; lores dusky, surmounted 
by a narrow white line; ear coverts dark ashy, the lower portion mottled 
with whitish shaft lines ; cheeks white, slightly mottled with blackish tips 
to the feathers; sides of the neck dark ashy with a wash of olive ; throat, 
foreneck a?id breast yellowish white , the feathers at the sides of the throat 
and chest margined with black forming a black line; abdomen whitish; 
sides of the body, flanks, thighs and under tail coverts fulvous brown, washed 
with olive; under wing coverts and axillaries pale tawny buff, whiter near the 
edge of the .wing; bill greyish black; tarsus pale flesh colour ; iris greenish 
grey. 

Length. —5*5 inches; wing 2 ; tail 27 ; tarsus 085 ; culmen o’S- (Sharpe.) 

Hab, —British Burmah (?), ranging to Sumatra. 

The evidence as to the identity of this species with Suva superoiliaris is not 
satisfactory. Oates places it as a synonym of superciliaris , simply on the asser¬ 
tion of Mr. Hume that the Sumatra bird, which he named S. superciliaris, 
is identical with the- present species. Mr. Sharpe, however, says that a skin of 
the species under notice was lent to him by Mr. F. Nicholson, and that it 
agrees with Hume’s description. He does not follow Mr. Hume in uniting 
superciliaris and atbigulart's, S. albigularis, he says, “ may have, to judge 
frmn analogy, a Murk-throated breeding dress; but in its non-breeding dress 
u is very distinct from the Burmese, S. superciliaris, which never has a grey 
Mad. In it.-, habits S. a,\' igu laris docs not differ trom its congeners. 
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339 . Snya superciliaris, Anderson, P. Z. S. 1871, p.212; Swinh. 
P . Z. S. 1S71* p. SSI; Hume and Dan., Sir, F. 1878, vi. p. 350; id., Sir. F . 
vii. p. 3; viii. p. io£; Sharpe, Cat* Br. B. Mus . vii p^ 1S2. Suya 
erythropleura, Wald, in Bl. B. Burm. p. 120; Hume, Sir. F. v. pi 58; 
Hume and Dav., Sir. F. vi. p. 35 1 Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. Lou— Anderson's 
Hill-Warbler. 

Adult ? .—Head uniform brown ; back, rump, upper tail coverts and.' tail 
rufescent brown; rectrices tipped pale; supercilium broad, white, extending from 
the nostrils to the nape; lores black ; ear coverts-pale brown with whitish sh .ft 
streaks ; chin, throat, breast and abdomen white, tinged with fulvous ; sides of 
the body, vent, thighs and under tail coverts ferruginous; wings brown, edged 
with dark rufous; iris greenish brown ; legs flesh colour; bill black above. 

Length .—7 to 7*4 inches ; wing 1*95 to 2 ; tail 3'S to 4*5 ; tarsus 0*85 ; 
culmen 0*5. 

Hub .—British Burmah. Nothing is known of its habits, nor of its nullifi¬ 
cation. 

Gen. Prinia .—Hors/, 

Bill of moderate length, stoutish, slightly deeper than broad at nostrils; 
culmen moderately curving, and not exceeding the length of hind toe and claw 
rictal bristles well developed, 2 to 3 on each side; wings short and rounded, 
the first three primaries nearly equal; 4th and 5th generally longest; tail 
graduated, long, and of 10 feathers ; tarsus long ; claws moderately curved. 

340 . Prinia inornata, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1S37, p. 89; Jerd, Mad, 
Journ. xi. p. 4; Blytk, J. A. S. B.xiiu p. 37 6 5 Sharpe, Cat . B. Br. Mas. 
vii, p. 195; Oates, B. Br. Burm , i. p. 114. Sylvia longicaudata, Tick., J. A. 
S. B. ii. p. 576. Prinia fusca, IJodgs,, Gray's Zool„ Misc. p, 82; id'., P. Z. S. 
1845, p. 29. Prinia adamsi, Jerd ., B. Ind. ii. p. 170, No. 533; hum-, 
Nests and Eggs, p, 33S; id.. Sir. F. viii. p. 101. Drymoipus inornatus,. 
Jerd., B. bid. ii. p. 178, No. 543 J Hume, Nests and JStggs, p. 346; Hume 
and Henderson, Lahore to Yarkand, pi. xvii. fig. 1 ; Brooks, Sir* I. iii. 
p. 495; vii. p. 468. Drymoipus longicaudatus, Jerd., B- bid: ii p.. iScv 
No. 544; Butler, Sir. F. iii. p. 483; Brooks, Sir. F. iv. p. 229; Hume, Sir* 
F. iv. p. 407. Drymoipus fuscus, Hume, basts and Eggs, P* 34 $- Drynioi- 
pus terricolor, Hume, Nests and Fggs, p. 349; Brooks, Str. F. iv. p\ 229 .. 
Hume, Sir. F. iv. p* 407. Drymoipus longicaudus, Hume, Nests and Eggs, 
p. ^50. Drymoeca longicaudata, Bl. B. Bunn. p. n8; Hume, Sir . F. viii. 
p. 101. Drymoica fusCa, Hume, Sir. F. viii. p, 101. Diymoeca insularis. 
Lcgge, Birds, Ceylon, p. 529, pi. xxv. fig. 2. Prinia blanfordi, Wald, in 
Bl. B- Burnt, p. 118; Oates, B. Br. Burm . i. p. H2. Drymoipus extensi- 
cauda, {Szc'nh.), apud. Oates , Str. F. iii. p. 3 to. Drymoica blanfordi, Hum 
and Dav., Sir. F. vi. p. 349.—The Indian Wren-Warbler, 
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Winter — Upper plumage and tail rufous brown, the feathers on the 
crown dark centred—the tail feathers tipped pale ashy, with a black subterminal 
spot more distinct when seen from below ; wings brown, edged with bright 
rufous; under surface of body fulvous, rather darker on the breast, flanks, and 
under tail coverts; thighs dark rufous. The young in first plumage are very 
rufous. 

In breeding plumage, the upper surface is ashy or greyish brown, with 
indications of dark centres to the feathers, especially of the head ; wings dark 
brown, edged with ashy white or brownish ashy; the primary coverts and 
quills with narrow rufous brown edges, and the inner secondaries with fulvous 
brown ; tail pale brown with dusky cross bars under certain lights; all, except 
the centre feathers, white at the tip, and a tolerably well defined subterminal 
bar of blackish; lores, supercilium, cheeks and ear coverts white, the latter 
tinged with fulvous; under surface of the body pale yellowish buff, whiter 
on the throat; thighs tawny rufous ; sides of upper breast ashy ; axillaries and 
under wing coverts yellowish white; bill black ; legs and feet pale yellowish 
fleshy ; iris hazel brown (Brooks), orange yellow (Oates). 

Length. —In summer 5*25 ; in winter 6 inches; wing 1*9 to 2; tail in 
summer 2*25 ; winter 3 inches ; culinen 0*4 ; tarsus o*8. 

Hah. —The whole of India and Ceylon, ranging westward into Sind, east¬ 
ward through Assam, the Burmese countries, Southern China, Formosa, and 
Hainan. Occurs throughout Sind, parts of Beloochistan and Southern 
Afghanistan, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, the Concan, Deccan, 
South India, Behar, Khandesh, Cacfiar, all Burmah and Nepaul. Oates says 
it is an amusing little bird. Perched on the summit of a stalk of elephant 
grass, it gives out its monotonous song, consisting of one note repeated some 
twenty times; then, with its ample tail held at right angles to the back, it 
skips away to the bottom of the next tuft only to reappear on the summit with 
its persistent little song. These birds seem hardly able to regulate their 
flight. They seldom fly more than twenty yards, and in this short space they 
appear in imminent peril of turning sundry somersaults, for the bill on these 
occasions points to the ground, while the tail bent well over the back is nearly 
horizontal. The Indian Wren-Warbler breeds wherever it is found. The nest 
is cylindrical or oval in shape, made entirely of fine grasses most strongly 
woven together; although the walls can be seen through, yet they resist any 
ordinary efforts to tear them asunder. Altogether the nest is a beautiful 
specimen of bird architecture. The eggs, usually 4 in number, are pale blue, 
marked with spots nnd scrawls of purplish brown. 

^ 341. Prinia sylvatica, Jerd., Madr. Journ . xi. p. 4 ; Myth, J, A. 
S, B. xiii. p, 376. Prinia neglccta, Jen/,. Madr. Journ. xiii. p. 130. Dry-. 
moK'a sylvatica, Blyth t J. A. S. Be/tg. xvi. p. 458 ; id., Cat. B. Mas. As. Sac, 
p, 1 '{2. Drymoica jerdoni, Blyth, J A. S. B. xvi. p. 459. prymojc^ 
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neglecta, Gray , Gen. B* 4 i. p. 164; Ball, Sir. F. ii. p. 218, Drymoipas 
validus, Jcrd. B. hid. ii. p. 182. Drymoipus sylvaticus, Jerd. t. c. p. 18 (. 
No. 545 ; Hume, Nesls and Eggs, Ind. B. p. 351. Drymoipus jerdoni, t. c. 
p. 180 ; Hume, Sir. F. 1873, p. 437 ; 1S74, p. 453. Drymoeca valida, Blyth, 
Ibis., 1867, p. 302 ; Hume, Sir. F. 1879, p. 101 ; Legge , B. Ceylon, p. 525. 
Suya gangetica, Blyth, Ibis., 1867, p. 23 ; Hume, Sir. F. 1877, p. 13S; 1878, 
p. 6; 1879, p. 101. Drymoipus rufescens, Hume, Nests and Eggs , hid. B. 
p. 351 ; Butler, Sir. F. 1875, p. 484 ; Hume, t. c. p. 484 ; Brooks, Sir. F. 
1876, p. 229. Drymoipus insignis, Hume, Nests and k Eggs t Ind. B. p. 351. 
Drymoeca rufescens, Hume, Sir. F. 1879, p. 101. Drymceca neglecta, Hume, 
t. c. p. 101 ; Dav.and Wenden. t. c. p. 407 ; Vidal, Sir . F. 1880, p. 4S0.—The 
Jungle Wren-Warbler. 

Breeding Plumage .—Above dark brown, slightly paler on the lower back 
and rump; head and hindneck dusky ash brown; lores dull white; no super- 
cilium present; ear coverts dusky brown, with obscure yellowish shaft lines : 
cheeks and under surface of body yellowish white, the abdomen pure white ; 
sides of breast ashy; flanks fulvescent; thighs tawny brown; under tail 
coverts pale yellowish white ; upper tail coverts and centre tail feathers pale 
reddish brown, crossed with obscure dusky liars under certain lights ; the next 
feathers brown along the outer web and white on the inner, shaded more or 
less with pale sooty brown ; external tail feather almost entirely white ; lesser 
and median wing coverts, also scapulars, dark brown with ashy margins ; greater 
coverts margined with reddish brown, also the quills. In the winter plumage, 
the tail feathers have no white on the inner web, but the external feathers 
are tipped with white, and have a tolerably distinct subtcrminal black bar; Lull 
brown black ; irides hazel; legs and feet yellowish. 

Length. —6-3 to 6*5 inches; wing 2‘55 to 2*6; tail 2-85 to 3*3 in winter 
plumage; tarsus 0*9; culmcn o’55. 

Hqb .—The whole of India, south of the Himalayas, and Ceylon. Recorded 
from the N. W. Provinces, Bengal, Assam, Concan, Deccan, Central and 
Southern India, Malabar Coast, Travancore, Nepaul and Cashmere. 

Habits same as the last. Mr. Hume in his Nests and Eggs, Indian Birds , 
refers to the nidification of this species under all the synonyms quoted above. 
Generally it may be said that the nest is a deep cup, made of grass, well woven 
.and neat, usually fixed in a thorny shrub, and lined with a little soft down. 
£ggs, 2 to 4, pale blue, with large purplish brown blotches, or unmarked. 


Gen. Burnesia.— Jerd. 

Bill longer and more slender than in Trinia. Culmcn exceeding the length 
of hind toe and claw; rictal seta 1 : fine and minute, not reaching beyond nostrils ; 
plumage streaked; tail, of 10 feathers, strongly graduated. 
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342. Burnesia flaviventris, ( Deless .), Sharpe, Ch/. B. Br . /F//^ 
vii. p. 204. Orthotomus flaviventris, Deless., Rev. Zool . 1840, p. 101; id. Voy . 

part ii. p. 30. Prinia flaviventris, Blyth, y. -S'. i?. xiii. p. 376; xvi. 
p. 455 ; Bp. Consp. i. 284; Jerd. B. Bid. ii. p. 169, No. 532 ; Hume, Nests 
and Eggs, p. 334; Bl. and Wald., B. Burnt, p. 118 ; Oates, Sir. F. v. p. 15&; 
IF ardlaw-Ramsay, Ibis., 1877, P- 4^6; Hume and Dav., Sir. F. vi. p. 347 ; 
Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. 101 ; Doig, Str. F. viii. p. 378; Butler , Str. F. ix. 

p. 386; Oates , Sir. F. x. p. 219; Oates, B. Br. Burm. i. p. in. Prinia 
raffiesi, Tweed, Ibis., 1877, p. 311, pi. vi. fig i.—The Yellow-bellied Wren- 
Warbler. 

Forehead, crown, lores and ear coverts dark ashy; nape, back, scapulars, 
rump and upper tail coverts olive or yellowish green; tail brown, tinged with 
fulvous and margined with olive yellowish ; quills and wing coverts brown, 
edged with olive or yellowish green; cheeks, chin, throat and breast white, 
tinged with yellowish ; abdomen, sides of the body, vent, and under tail coverts 
bright yellow; thighs olive brown; under tail coverts, axillaries and under 
wing coverts pale yellow. 

In new plumage the tail is tipped with pale yellow, which, however, soon 
wears off; mouth black; irides reddish yellow; eyelids plumbeous; bill black ; 
legs orange fleshy ; claws yellowish. 

Length. —5’4 to 57 inches; wing 175 to r8 ; tail 2-5 to 3*0; tarsus 0*85 ; 
oilmen 0*5.5. Females are a little smaller. 

Hab. —Bengal and N. W. Provinces, and westward into Sind; eastward 
along the Terai to near Calcutta and the Bengal Soonderbuns, and through the 
Burmese countries to Malacca and Sumatra. (Sharpe). Extends also into Assam, 
and Sylhet. It does not occur in the Concan or Deccan, nor in Southern 
India. In Lower Bengal, Jerdon says it is abundant in high grass, especially 
near the Ganges. It makes its way through the thick reeds with great facility 
in seeking food. Oates says, at frequent intervals it mounts to the top of a tall 
reed and utters a short merry song, and then suddenly plunges into cover 

ag. iin with a peculiar long-sounding snap of the bill. During May and up 
to September it breeds among the tall elephant grass in which it lives, attaching 
its ne^i to two or three stems. The nest is an oval cup-like structure, made 
of vegetable down and the flowering end of fine grass, held together by other 
strong grass. Eggs brick red, generally four in number. 

343. BurneBia socialis, (Sykes), Sharpe, Cal. B. Br. Mus. vii. 
p. 208. Prinia socialis, Sykes, P. Z . S. 1832, p. 89; Jerd., Madr. Journ. 
xi. p. 3; id., Birds Bid. ii. p. 170. No. 534; Plan/., Ibis , 1867, p. 464; 
Butler, Sir. F. 1875, p. 479; Fair bank , Sir. F. 1876, p.259; id, 1877, 
p. 406 ; Vidal, Sir. F. 1880, p. 67. Prinia steward, Blyth, J. A. S. B. 
xvi. p. ..55 ; Jerd. B. Bid. ii. p. 171, No. 535 ; Hume , Sir. F. 1875, p, 480; 
id. Sir. / . 1876, p. 497; 1878, p. 319; 1879, P- I0I> Prinia brcvicauda* 
Lcgge. B. Ccyhn, p. 521.—The Park-A s4v Wren-Warbler 
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Crown of the head and back, also upper tail coverts, dark slaty grey; lores 
and a streak above the eye huffy white ; a dark spot in front of the eye ; ear 
coverts and cheeks light tawny buff, slaty grey along the upper margin of the 
former ; rump with a few tawny buff feathers on each side; lesser and median 
coverts like the back ; greater coverts dusky brown, externally edged with light 
brown ; tail feathers light brown, with a subterminal broad bar of black and 
tipped white ; throat whitish, slightly washed with fulvous; lower throat, 
foreneck, chest, breast, sides of the body, flanks, thighs and under tail coverts 
lawny buff, paler on the latter ; abdomen white; under wing coverts and 
axillaries light tawny buff, upper mandible black; lower, pale horny ; legs dull 
yellowish brown ; iris brown. 

Lcyigth. —4*6 to 5 inches; wing r8 ; tail r8 ; tarsus 0-8. 


The young bird is rufous brown above, a little more dusky on the head; 
rump and upper tail coverts brighter rufous ; tail rufous brown, tipped with 
fulvous white, and with a subterminal black bar; an ochraceous superciliary 
streak present. 

Hab .—Nepaul to Assam, Northern, Southern, Central and Western India 
generally. Recorded from north of the Godavery, the N. W. Provinces, at 
Agra, Cashmere, Punjab, the Deccan, Concan, Kattiawar, Saugor, the 
Neilgherries, Khandeish, and Dehra Doom 


Its habits are those of Burnesia flavivcntris , except that, unlike flavivenlr is, 
it also frequents gardens, hedges, and vegetable crops. Kggs usually reddish 
white or brick red, with numerous darker red spots at the large end. Nest 
similar to that of P. flavivcntris. 

344. Burnesia lepida (Blyih), Jerdon, B. Ind. ii. p. 185, No. 550. 
Prinia lepida, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii. p 376. Drymoica lepida. Myth, 
J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 460. Burnesia gracilis (Non. Rupp), Hume, Nests and 
Eggs, Ind. B. p. 356 ; id., Sir. F. 1873, p. 195 ; Adam, t. c. p. 382; Fuller, 
Str. F. 1875, p. 485 ; Hume , t. c. p. 485 ; id. Sfr. F. 187S, p. 58 ; id.. Sir. 
F. 1879, p. 102; Doig , t. c. p. 371 ; Murray, Hdbk Zoo/., Sc., Sind. p. 15S ; 
id., Vert. Zool . Sind, p. 154. Burnesia lepida, A. Anderson , Ibis., 1872, p. 237. 
Brooks, Str. F. 1879 p. 476; 1SS0, p. 228; Sharpe, Cat. B. Br , Mus. vii. 
p, 211. Drvmoeca gracilis, Blau/., East Pers. ii p. 206. Drymoipus lepidus 
Brooks, Str. F. 1876, p. 274.—The Streaked Wrex-Warbler. 


Head, back, scapulars and upper tail coverts light olive grey, each feather 
mesially streaked with duskv brown ; quills dusky brown, the feathers margined 
on their outer webs with the colour of the hack ; lores and supercilium whitish ; 
tail olive grey, the feathers with distinct but obsolete transverse dusk}- bars, a 
subterminal dark spot on the inner web of each feather and tipped white : chin- 
throat, breast, belly and vent greyish white; bill dusky brown , the lower 
mandible pale fleshy ; iridcs yellowish brown. 
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Length. —5*25 to S‘S inches; wing 175 ; tail 2*5 ; bill at front nearly 0*5. 

ILab. —Sind, Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Beloochistan and Persia ; also Bengal, 
Deccan, Kutch, Kattiawar, Jeypore, Jodhpore, and North Guzerat. As in 
most parts of Western India, it is a resident in Sind, breeding from May to 
July. 

Blyth has well described the habits of this species. Jerdon quotes him too. 
He says it is an inhabitant of low scrub, intermixed with tufts of coarse sedgy 
grass growing in sandy places by the river side, and it frequently flies out to 
feed among the herbage growing along the margin of the sand dunes. 
Tamarisk scrub, too, it delights to hop about in, also sedges, &c., growing at the 
seaside. It is a very difficult bird to shoot, as, like Cetiia cetti , it is a great 
skulk, only occasionally coming up from among the roots and uttering a feeble 
song. It breeds amongst thickets of flexible grass, making a neat nest, almost 
always in the vicinity of water. Eggs spotted with red brown. 

Gen. Scotocerca, Sundev. 

General characters of Burtiesia ; tail nearly square and not graduated. 

345. Scotocerca inquieta, Rupp. Syst. Utbers, , p. 56; neng/. Ibis., 
1869, p. 129; id., Orn . N. O. Afr. i. p. 244; Sund. Meth. Nat. Av. Tent. 
p. 7 ; Blf. Ibis., 1874 ; id., East Persia ii. p. 207, pi. xiii. f. 2 ; Str. F. i. 200 ; 
ii. 329 : Murray, Hdbk., Zool ., fyc. Sind, p. 159 1 Vert. Zoo/., Sind, p. 154* 
Malurus inquietus, Rupp. All. Reise. N. Afr. Avcs. p. 55. Curruca famula, 
Hemp, cl Ehr . Symb. Rhys. Aves. fol. b. b. Melizophilus striatus, Brooks, Proc . 
A. S . B. 1872, p. 66; id., Ibis., 1872, p. 180; Hume, Str. P\> i. p. 200. — 
Ruppkl’s Wren-VVarbler. 

PLATE. 

Above light brownish grey, with narrow dark brown streaks on the head as 
far as the shoulders ; a broad pale rufous brown supercilium; the cheeks and 
ear coverts are also of this colour, which extends down the sides of the neck 
and breast, becoming very pale and diluted under the wings and on the 
flanks ; wings light brown ; the edges of the quills and coverts greyish ; tail a 
very much darker or rather blackish brown ; the outer feather on each side is 
rather lighter, and tipped with white; the tail feathers arc cross rayed, 
particularly the outer Ones. 

Lower surface of body, except sides of neck, breast, and flanks, white, with 
narrow brown streaks from chin to upper breast. These streaks are well de¬ 
fined in one specimen, and faint in another. Lining of wing and edge of the 
>:amc reddish white. Bill dark brown, except basal half of lower mandible, 
which is dull brownish orange; legs and feet yellowish brown ; claws brown. 

length. —4*55 to 4-8 inches ; wing P93to 195 ; tail 2*14 to 273 ; tarsus 77 
to 82; bill at front -35; from gape *46. The bill is excessively like that of 
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'cliznpJuJus provincial is ; the wing also resembles that bird, except that the 
iirst primary is larger in proportion. Tail of similar form, but proportionately 
shorter; the outer feathers are *35 shorter than the central ones; length 47, 
expanse 6-2, tail from vent 2, wing 1*9; wings, when closed, reach to within 
i*6 of end of tail, bill at front 075, tarsus oS, weight 0-3 of an oz. (Brook*) 
Ex. Str . F. i. p. 200. ' ' 


Hah. —Sind, Punjab, N. \V. Provinces, Beldochistan, S. E. Persia, S. 
Afghanistan. Ruppel’s Streaked Wren Warbler is a resident of the bare stony 
hills which fun down from the Khyber Pass to the sea. It breeds from 
February to April, building in low thorny scrub a globular nest of thin dry 
grass stems, with an opening on the side and lined with fine down. Eggs pure 
to pinky white, speckled and streaked with bright red, most dense towards the 
larger end. Size o*6 by o*5 inch. 


Gen. SutbriSL^Nitholson; 

bill long and slender, rather wide at base; rictal bristles few; culmen 
exceeding the hind toe and claw in length; 5th and 6th quills longest and 
equal; tail of 12 feathers, strongly graduated or rounded, with the middle tail 
leathers elongated beyond the rest and pointed. The birds of this genus, also 
Of Orlholonius , are Remarkable for the beautiful nests they make. 

346. Sutoria sutoria. (Font.), Sharpe , Cat. B. Br: Mu Si vii. p. 2 15 ; 
Oates, B. Br. BunA. i. p. 107. Motacilla sutoria, Farsi., hid. Zool., p. ly. 
Motacilla longicauda, Gm. Syst. Nat. i. p. 954. Orthotonius longicauda, 
Moore, I\ Z. S. 1854, p. Si; Jcrd., B. hid. ii. p. 165, No. 53d; Hume, 
Nests and Eggs, p. 331 ; Hume , Sir. F iii. p. 135 ; Bl. and Wald., B 
Bunn. p. 120; Murray, Vert. Zool., Sind , p. 151. Orthotomus cdele (Tern.) 
apud. BL and Wald., B. Bunn. p. 120. Orthotomus satorius, Sharp*. 
Ibis. 1S77, P- 109; Oates, Sir. F. v. p. 15S; Hume and Dav. t Str F.\ i 

p. 34s ; Hume, Sir . F k viii. p. toi; Scully, Sir. F. viii. p. 305.-The Indian 
Iailor Bird. 

Forehead and crown tufoiis; back of head and iicck ashy, with a very faint 
rufous tinge ; sides of nape with two dark brown setae on each side ; back, 

scapulars, rump and upper tail coverts yellowish green; edge of wing white; 

primaries and secondaries brown, edged with olive green, more distinct on the 
secondaries; all, for two-thirds their length, narrowly margined basal ly on the 
inner webs with whitish; under wing coverts buffy white; tail light brown 
the central feathers greenish, and the lateral ones edged on the outer web with 
the same and tipped with white; chin, throat, breast, belly and under tail 
coverts white; the flanks cinereous ; a dark spot on each side of the throat; 
bill horny brown, paler on the under mandible ; legs brown; i rides red dish 
yellow. 
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Length.—1 6 to 6*5 inches ; wing 1*9 to 2 ; tail 3*5 ; bill at front 0-5. 


Hab. — Throughout India to Nepaul and Cashmere, Ceylon and British 
Burmah. Common in the Deccan, Concan, Kutch, Kattiawar and North 
Guzerat, also the Punjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, and Central India. 
In Sind it is commo'n in all the open country studded with trees, and affects 
the acacias chiefly. Breeds in July and August. Eggs, 2 to 4, white, spotted 
with reddish brown, thicker and closer at the larger end. Nest made of leaves 
stitched with cotton or fibre, and lined with wool and cotton. 

Gen. Orthotonrus.— Hors/. 

General characters of Sutoria. Middle tail fcathth net elongated beyond 
the rest ; ^ 

347. Orthotomu8 atrigularis, item. PI. Col. Hr. Ior ; Moore, 
P. Z. S. 1854, p. 78; Sharpe, Ibis., tSyy, pp. 16, n 3; Hume and Dav!, 
Sir. F. vi. p. 34s; Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. 101 ; Oates, Sir. F. x p 219 
Orthotomus flaviviridis, Modre, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 70; Wald, in Blyth, B. 
Burm. p. 121. Orthotomus nitidus, Hume, Sir. F. ii. pp. 478, 507; iii. 
P* 5 2 5 -' — The Black-Necked Tailor Bird. 

Lores and whole top of the hedd from the nostrils to the nape bright chest- 
nut; ear coverts rufous white; chin, throat and cheeks dull white, the black 
bases of the feathers showing through a good deal; under side of neck black, 
witli a few narrow broken white bars; breast, abdomen and vent white ; under 
tail coverts bright yellow ; flanks white, suffused with yellow ; back, scapulars, 
rump and upper tail cdVerts yellowish green, brighter on the latter; tail brown, 
edged externally with yellowish green ; under surface of tail yellowish ; under 
wing coverts pale yellow, edge of wing bright yellow* quills brown, margined 
externally with bright greenish yellow ; the wing coverts brown, margined on 
both webs with greenish yellow ; thighs yellowish tawny. 

1 he female is like the male, but has no black on the throat, and the yellow on 
the edge of the wing is duller ; generally the tail feathers show a distinct 
subterminal bar of blackish broNvn, which is scarcely visible in the males. Bill 
pale brown above, the lower mandible and gape flesh colour; hides orange 
brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs flesh colour. 

Length . 4*5 inches; tail f*6; wing r‘8; tarsus 0*8 ; bill from gape 0*7 
cu 1 men 0*6. ; 

Hab.' Borneo and Sumatra, extending throughout the Malay Peninsula to 
kntish Burmah and to Eastern Bengal. 

The Black-necked Tailor Bird is common in Southern Pegu, from Rangoon 
o up the Valley of the Pegu River. Mr. Davison found it in Tenasserim^and 
A) one Godwin-Austen procured it in the hill tracts of Eastern Bengal. It 
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fj-eqfcents thick forest and brushwood, and is not found much on cultivated 
Ipud. It is strictly arboreal in its habits. 

348. Orthotomus rilficeps. (Lesson) Moore, P. Z . S. 1S54, p. 79; 

Salvad. Ucc. Borneo, p. 248; Sharpe, Ibis., 1877, p. 114? Tweed. P. Z. S. 
1878, p. 619; Hume and Davison , Sir. F. JS78, p. 34^5 r ^ 79 > PP* 64, 

101- Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1879, p. 34.1; id. Cat. B. Br. Mus. vii. p. 224. Edela 
ruficcps, Less., Tr, d' Orn. p. 309. Orthotomus sericeus, Tem.pl. col., text to 
joi.—T he Red-headed Tailor Bird. 

Forehead, crowq and nape bright chestnut, also the lores ; rest of sides of 
the face yellowish buff; upper margin of ear coverts bright chestnut like the 
crown ; back, scapulars and rump ashy brpwn, inclining to ashy grey on the 
pimp ; upper tail coverts astjy rufpqs ; tail chestnut; wing and coverts brown, 
edged with ashy or ashy grey, the quills very slightly washed with rufous 
towards the tip of Qqter web ; cheeks, lower half of ear coverts aqd entire under 
Surface of bqdy yellowish buff ; thighs chestnut ; under wing coverts fulvous ; 
jrjs yellow, salmon, or pale brown. 

Length. —5' 12 tq S' 2 inches; tail 1*5 to 175 j wiqg r$2 to 2*o ; tarsus o*8 
jq 0*85. Females ^re very sligtyly smaller. 

jfab.— The Indp-Malayan Islands, the Malay Peninsula, and the southern 
boundary of Tenasserim. 

Of its habits nothing i§ op record ; but there can be little doubt of its being 
tip same as those of its qther congeners, 

Gen. Phyllergates — Sharpe. 

Tail of 12 feathers; the outermost mqch longer than in Orthotomus, and 
falling short of the remainder by 0*4 to O’S inches; bill more equilateral. 
Other characters as in Orthotomus. 

349. Phyllergates coronatus, (Jerd. and Blyth), Sharpe, Cat. B. 
Br. Mus., vii. p. 230. Orthotomus coronatus, Jcrd. and Blytk, P. Z.S. 1861, 
p. 200. Jcrd. B. Ind. ii. p. |68, No. 531 ; Hume, Ffests and Fggs, Ind. B. 
p. 334; Wald, in Blyth, B. Bunn. p. 4 21 ; Sharpe, Ibis., 1877, p. 115 ; Hume 
and Dav-, Sir . F. vi. p. 346; Hume, Sir. F. viii. p, ioi. Phyllobatcs* 
cpronatus. Oates, B. Br. Burm. i. p. 110. —dhe Golden-headed Tailor Bird. 

Forehead and fore part of crown bright orange, the nape greenish, the hind- 
neck and sides of neck grey; round the eye a ring of yellow leathers, also a 
short yellow supercilium ; lores and sides of the face grey, the ear coverts 
whitish on their lower margin ; cheeks, throat and forenock white, rest of 
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nder surface bright yellow, including the thighs and under wiqg and under 
tail coverts ; wings brown, edged with yellowish green ; tail brown, narrowly 
edged with yellowish green, the outermost feather white along the entire ipper 
web and the penultimate one for fhe greater part of its extent; legs and 
feet yellowish fleshy; upper mandible, tip and edges of lower mandible along 
commissure black ; rest of bill yellowish fleshy; irides bnnvn. 

Length .—4 to 4/5 inches; wing r8 to 1 *9; tail 17 to r8 ; tarsus 075 to 
o‘8 ; culmen 0*6. 

Hab.— Eastern Himalaya?. Common east of Toqnghoo in British Burmah, 
also on the higher slopes of the Mooleyit in Tenasserim. It occurs in Dar¬ 
jeeling and in Nepaul, and in the hills of North Cachar and hill tracts of 
E. Bengal. 

In habits it does not differ from the Indian Tailpr Bird. Mr. Davison 
observes that they are not easily overlooked, as on the approach of danger 
they utter a low buzzing note of alarm. 

Gen. Graminicola — Jerd. 

Bill moderate, rather stout and compressed; culmen curved ; four rictal 
bristles on each side curving Outwards ; wings short and rounded ; tail of 12 
feathers, much graduated and b[oad ; tarsi stout, of moderate length. 

350. Graminicola bengalensis, Jerdon , n. Tnd. ii. p. 177 ; 
Godw.-Austen, J. A. S, B. xliii. p. 167 ; Hume , Str. F. 1879 , p. 101 ; id 
1880 , p. 255. Drymceca bengalensis, Hume , Nests and Fggs, Jnd, B. p. 345 ; 
• Sharpe ; Cat. IS. Br. FI us. vii. p. 234. — The Large Grass-Warbler. 

Grown of the bead, pcciput qnd pape black, dark or tawny brown, the feathers 
being with tayny or fulvous margins; hindneck much paler, the edges being 
fmffy whitish; lores and eyebrow white, nprfpwly streaked with black; ear 
coverts and cheeks whitish; back also streaked, black, and tawny, the latter 
forming broad margins to the feathers; rump uniform tawny buff; the lesser, 
median and greater wing coverts tawny bull, streaked with blackish mesially; 
bastard wiqg and primary coverts dusky brown, edged with tawny ; quills the 
same; upper tail coverts streaked black in the centre and edged with tawny 
rufous; tail blackish, the feathers washed with ashy olive on the margins, 
which gradually change to tawny on the extreme edge; under surface of 
body dull white, purer white op the abdomen ; sides of the body, flanks, 
thighs and under tail coverts tawny buff, the sides of the breast with narrow 
black shaft lines; under wing coverts and axillaries pale tawny; bill reddish 
horny ; tarsus fleshy yellow; iris yellow brown. 

Length. —5*8 to 6*25 inches ; wing 2*25 ; tail 3 ; culmen 0-5 ; tarsus era 

Hab. Eastern Bengal, extending into Assam. Affects high grass,. 
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Gen. Cisticola. — Kaup. 

Bill shorter and slightly more slender than that of PhyUergates and Prinia; 
rictal bristles two on each side and well developed ; wings short; 1st quill 
short, 2nd generally equal to 7th and shorter than the 6th; tail of 12 feathers, 
shorter than in Prinia , broader than in both Prinia and Phy Her gates and 
somewhat rqunded ; tarsus long; feet proportionally large, with the lateral 
toes nearly equal and the claws nqt so much curved as in Prinia. 


The gequs Cisticola, forms a small group of small birds averaging in total 
length 3 to 4*5 inches, nearly all possessing a streaked plumage, and frequent 
ing chiefly grass and reeds. In respect to the phanges of plumage of this 
group, after examining all the available material in different Museums and ip 
the collections of Naturalists, Mr. Sharpe gives his conclusions in Vol. VII. 
of the Cal. B. Br. Mus. p. 235. He says : " (l). The male and female are 
more or les 9 different iq the breeding plumage, the tendency being in the 
male to have a uniforiq coloured head, while the female s is striped. (2). 
The female’s winter pluiqage resembles her surqmer dress, but i? rather more 
mealy and the tail is longer. (3). In the autumn rpoult the male passes into 
a winter plumage, when he resembles the female. (4). The first winter 
plumage of the young bird resembles that of the old female, and that they 
have longer tails. (5). The male is always larger than the female.” •• There 
are,” he adds, “ probably some exceptions among the plain backed species. 7 
The range is given as the whole of Africa and Madagascar, South Kurope and 
countries bordering the Mediterranean, eastwards to India, Ceylon, the Burmese 
countries and China, as well as Japan, the Malayan Peninsula, and throughout 
the whole of the Indo-Malavan sub-region. 


351. Cisticola buchanani, (Blylh), Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. vii. 
p. 246. Drytnoeca buchanani, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xiii. p. 376. Franklinia 
buchananq (BlytK) Jtrd. B, hid. ii. p. 186, No. 551; Blyth, Ibis., 1867, 
p. 24; Hume, Nests and Fggs, hid. B. p. 359; id., Sir. F. 1873, p. 195 , 
Adam , t. c. p. 382; Butler , Sir. F. 187$, p. 183; Hume , Str. F. 1879, 
p. 102; Doig. t. c. p. 371; Murray , Handbk. Zopl x Jr., Sind, p. 159; id., 
Pert. Zool., Sind, p. 155. —The Rufous-fronted Wren-Warbler, 

Forehead and crown pale rufous; back, scapulars, wings, rqmp and upper 
tail coverts greenish ashy ; tail brown, all the feathers, except the two central 
ones, broadly tipped with white ; chin, throat, breast, belly, vent and undey 
tail coverts white; bill brown ; low'er mandible yellowish ; legs dusky ; irides 
orange. 


Length.—$ to 5*25 inches ; wing 2 to 2*25 ; tail 2 to 2’25. 

Hah .—Western India, Sind, Funjab, N. W. Provinces, Oudh, Central and 
South India, Deccan, Kutch, Kuttiawar, Jevpore, Jodbpore, and North Guzerat 
Breeds from May to August. 
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Nest a roundish balj of dry grass, with a circular entrance on one side near 
the top. Eggs, 3 to 4, wtyite, speckled all over with reddish brown and pale 
lavender, rather densely ttye larger epd. It is jlike the j}falacocerci, nearly 
always seen in flocks of half a dozen p.r more flying from bush to bush, scarcely 
( ever leaving a bush withpui having examined it from the top to the root 
stalks. 


352. Cisticolg, gracilis, ( Franklin ) Sharpe, Cat. B. Br. Mus. vii. 
p. 253 ; Pates, P. Br. Bunn. i. p. Ji, 9 - Pnnia gracilis, Frcinkl P . Z. S. 
1831, p. 119; Jerd., Madr . Journ. xi. p. 3; id., Birds Ind. ii. p. 172, 
No. 536; Hume, Nests and Eggs, Ind. B. p. 341 • Wald, in Blyih , B. Burnt. 
,p. 119; Hume, Sir. F. iii. p. 136 ; viii. p. 101 ; Brooks, t. c. p. 476. Prinia 
hodgsoni, j Blyih, J. 4 - B. xiii. p. 376; Jerd., B. Ind. ii. p. 173, 
No. 538 ; Hume, Nests and Eggs-, p. 342 ; Wald, in Blyih , B, Bunn. p. 119 ; 
I-Iume, Sir. F. iii. p. 13$; Legge, Sir. F. iii. p. 203; Qales, Sir. F. vii. 
p. 480. Prinia albogularis, Wald., Ann. Nat. Hist., Series 4, vol. v. p. 219. 
Drymoeca gracilis, Dresser, B.Eur. iii. p. 13. /Prinia rufijla, Godiv.-Austen, 
P. Z. S. 1874, P- 4 7 J Id., J. A. S. tf. xliii. pt. ii. 165 ; Hume, Sir. F. iii. 
P- 397 ; Id. t. c. viii. p. ioi. —Franklin’s Grass : Warbler. 

Above, ipelydipg the wings and fail, ashy grey, the wipes edged with pale 
.rufous; tail with a subterminal pat^h of brown on each feather tipped with 
whitish, and obsolejtely across with dusky under certain lights; ear coverts 
whitish in fropt, greyish behjipd; lores and feathers above the eye dusky; cheeks, 
chin, throat, atydpmen, vent and under tail coverts white or yellowish white; 
breast ashy, forming a band across ; under wipg coverts and axillaries white or 
yellowish white; sides of the body and flanks s/ightly tinged with ashy; bill 
black ; legs and feet yellowish fleshy ; irides reddish yellow. 

In winter plumage the upper parts, including the tail, are rufous brown ; the 
wings brown, broadly edged witty rtjfous ; the tail with subterminal dark patches 
and white tips; lower plumage white, tinged with fulvous; supercilium whitish. 

Length. —3.7 to 4*2 inches; wing 17$; tail i *55 tQ 2>I 5 ; tarsus 07 ; 
culmen 0-5 ; from gape 0*55. 

Hab. —Nepaul to Bhootan apd throughout the more moist regions of India 
and Ceylon, ranging eastwards into the Burmese countries as far south as 
Pegu. It is also recorded from Malayana. It occurs also in the Concan, 
Deccan, and Bengal. In Central and Northern India, and on the Vindhian 
hills near Mhow and at Saugor, it is said to be not uncommon, also in the 
Nepaul Terai and lower hills. In Southern India it is recorded from the 
Malabar Coast, the Wynaad, the slopes of the Neilgherries and on the Eastern 
Ghauts, while in British Bur maty it occurs throughout Pegu and Arrakan. 
It has been met with in Tenasserim also, and has been got in Karin by 
Captain Wardlaw-Ramsay. 
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Franklin's Wren-Warbler affects brushwood and the outskirts of tree forests 
where there is a plentiful undergrowth of grass. In such localities it is abun¬ 
dant. It breeds throughout the rains, making a nest very like that of the 
Tailor Bird but smaller, sewing the leaves together with cotton, and with the 
same material, wool and soft vegetable fibres lining the nest. The eggs, 
3 to 4 in number, are pale blue with some brown or reddish spots. 

353. Cisticola beavani. (Wald.) Sharpe , Cat. Birds Br. Mhs . vii. 
p. 255. Prinia Beavani, Wald. P. Z. S. 1886, j>. 55 1 5 Hedvan, Ibis. 1867, 
p. 454 ; Hume, Sir. F. iii. p. 136 ; dates , Sir. F. v. p. 158 ^ Hume arid Dav., 
Sir. F. vi. p. 349. Hume , Sir. F. viii, p. itfi ; Oates , B. Br. Burnt i. p. 
120. Prinia rufescens, Blyth, y. A. S. B. xvi. p. 45 Blyth and Wald., 
B. Burm. p. f 19; Hume. Sir. F. iii’. p. 136; Anderson, Yunnan Exped. p. 640 ; 
Hume , Sir. F. viii. p. lot. —Beavatts Grass-Warbler. 

Above brown with tufts of fulvous white feathers on each side of the rump 
and indication's of dusky cross bars on the lo\ver back and rump ; lesser and 
median wing coverts like the back ; bastard wing and primary coverts dusky 
brown, with narrow rufous edgings ; quills and tail the same, all, except the 
centre feathers of the tail, with a sttbterminal spot of black and a white tip ; 
crown , occiput and nape slaty grey; lores white, alsb a small but distinct 
streak over the eye ; ear coverts slaty grey with pale shaft lines ; cheeks, throat 
and foreneck white, tinged rather with fulvous; breast fulvous, also the sides 
of the body and flanks ; under tail coverts buflish white ; under wing coverts 
and axillaries light tawny huff. (Sharps) Bill black; legs and feet pale or 
dark pinkish fleshy ; irides orange brown, light wood’ brown, or reddish yellow 
(W. Davison.) 

Length. —3*8 to 4 inches; wing rS ; tail 1-65 to 1*5 ; tarsus 07 to 0*75 ; 
bill from gape o'6. In winter the length is 4’6, thh tail 2*i. The head and 
upper surface of the body is reddish brown ; the tail more rufous ; the under 
surface of the body yellower > and the eye brown, distinct in some skins. 

Hah. —From Nepaul through the Eastern Himalayas and the Burmese 
countries as far as Malacca. It has been recorded from Bhamb, Pegu. 
Tenasserim, the Arrakan Hill’s, Nepaul, the Bhootan Dears, and Sikkim. 

Abundant in grassy situations on the outskirts of wooded forests. ^ Breeds 
in Burmah. Nest and eggs are similar to those of the' preceding species. 

354 . Cisticola ciriereicapilla, (Moort) Sharpe, Cat . B. £r. Mas. 
vii. p. 256. Prinia cinercicapilla, Moore , P. Z. S. 1854, p. 77 U x * Hodgs. 
MSS.) Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 172, No. 537 ; Hume , Nests and Eggs , Indian 
Birds , p. 341 ; Brooks , Sir. F. 1875, p. 242; A. Anderson , P. Z. S. 1S78, 
p. 370 ; Hume , Str. F. 1878, p. 320; id. 1879, P* 10r > l ^°> P* —The 
Grey-headed or Hodgson's WrenAVarblkr. 

Crown of the head bluish grey; occiput and nape, also the back and wing 
coverts, reddish brown ; a line across the forehead, extending back in a narrow 
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eyebrow, pale ta\vny bliff; an ashy spot in front of the eye ; ear co've'fts tawny 
buff, the upper edge ashy; cheeks and under surface of body, also the thighs 
and under tail coverts, tawny buff; sides of the body and flanks rich fulvous ; 
under wing coverts and auxiliaries pale tawny buff ; bill black ; legs pale horny ; 
irides buff. 

'Length .—37 inches; wing f'65; tail 1*95; tarsus 0*8; culmen 0’45. 

Hah.— Himalayas from Nepaul to Gurigaotri and Mussoorie. 

Habits similar to those of the preceding species, also nest and eggs. 

355 . Cisticola poliocdphala, (A. Anderson ) Sharpe ; Cat. B. Br: 
AT us. vii. p. 257. Pririia poliocephala, A. Anders. V. Z. S. 1878, p. 370, 
pi. 19; Hume , Str: F. 1878, ii. p. 3 x 9; id . SB. F. 1879', p. ior:; id. 18S0, 
p. 286.—The Grey-headed Wr£n-Wakbler. 

Differs from Cisticold BeavaHi irf having a slaity grey head arid no super- 
fcilium. 

Length.— inches; wing 175 • tail vS ; tarsus 0*8: 

Hah .—Himalayas, Nepaul, and Knmaon. 

356 . Cisticola cisticola, (Teto.) Sharpe , Cat. B. vii. p. 259, 
Oates, B. Br. Burin, i. p. 115. Sylvia cisticola, Tem. Alan. d'Orn. i. 
p. 22S; id. pi. col. 6, fig* 3. Prinia cursitans, Frankl. P . Z. S. 1831; 
p. 118. Cisticola schcenicoia, Bondp. Conip. List. B. Fur. dnd N. Am. 
p. 12 ; Jerd. B. hid. ii. p. 174, No. 539; Hume , Nests and Eggs , p. 343 ; id.; 
Sir. F. i. p. 439, iii. 137; B/j'lh, B. Bunn. p. (19 ; Oates , Str. F. v. p. 158. 
Salicaria brunniceps, Tern, et Schleg. Faun. Jap. Aves. p. 134, pi. 20; 
Cisticola munipurensis, Godw.-Austen, P. Z. S. 1874, p. 47; id. J. A. S. B. 
xiii. pt. ii. p. 165, pi. ix., fig. 2; Hume, Sir. F. iii. p. 397; viii. p. 101. 
Cisticola cursitans, Dresser, B. Fur. iii. p. 3 ; Hume, Sir. F. v. p. 90 ;■ 
Hume and Dav., Sir. F. vi. p. 349; Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. io’f. Cisticola 
Homalura, Hume , Sir. F. v. pfp. 93, 330; viii. p. 101.— The Rufo’us Grass- 
Warbler. 

Forehead hifesbent; crown, hiridneck and back dark brown, all the 
feathers margiried and edged with rufous ; rump and upper tail coverts rufous * 
primaries and secondaries dusky brdWn, edged orr their outer webs with pale 
rufous; ternaries dark brown, edged and tipped with pale rufous ; edging 
near the tips and the tips whitish ; tail dusky brown above, pale brown below, 
the feathers with a broad subterminal band of black tipped with white ; the 
dark spots and white tips more distinct on the under surface; chin and throat 
whitish or rufescent white; breast and belly rufescent; vent and under tail 
coverts paler; bill dusky brown ; the under mandible paler ; irides brownish. 

Length.-- 4-5 to 475 inches ; wings 2 to 2-25 ; tail 173 to 2; bill at front 
0*25. 
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Hab.~ India generally to Nepaulj British Burmah, S. W. Europe, Africa, 
Egypt, Arabia, Deccan, Concan, Kutch, Kattiawar, Jodhpore, and N. Guzerat, 
also Bengal and Central India. 

In Sind it affects the tamarisk jungles along the banks of the Indus, and 
breeds in July and August. Nest a deep purse, beautifully made of vegetable 
down, and placed in a tuft of soft grass. Eggs, usually five, white, speckled 
with reddish. 

357 - Cisticola exilis, ( Vig. and lionf.) Sharpe , Cat. B. Br. Mus. 
vii. p. 269. Malurus exilis, Vig. and Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soc. xv. p. 223. 
Cisticola isura, Gould , P. Z . »S\ 1847, No. 32. Cisticola erythrocephala 
(Jerd.) B/yihy J. A. S. B. xx. p. 523; Jerd . B . hid. ii. p. 174, No. S40; 
Hume , Str. F . v. pp. 94, 351, 406; viii. p. 101. Cisticola Tytleri, Jerd. B. 
Ind. ii. p. 196, No. 541. Cisticola delicatula, Blyth> Ibis ., 1870, p. 170. 
Cisticola melanocephala, Godiv.-Austen, J. A. S. B. xliii. pt. 2, p. 165, pi. x. 
fig. 1; Hume , Sir. F . viii. p. 101. The Golden-headed Grass-Warbler. 

Adult $ . In breeding plumage . Forehead and crown golden fulvous> nape 
and hind-neck dusky fulvous ; lower plumage pale yellowish buff; back and 
scapulars dark brown, each feather broadly edged with grey; wing coverts and 
quills brown, edged with rufescent grey ; rump and the upper tail coverts 
fulvous ; tail black, each feather narrowly tipped with ashy; centre of the 
abdomen and vent white. 

In the female in breeding plumage the head is streaked with dark brown, 
and the tips to the tail feathers are about double the width they are in the 
male. 

In winter plumage both sexes have much longer tails, the upper plumage 
is streaked with black and margined with rufous, the tail feathers are blackish 
along the shaft, and the tips are rufescent white. Iris light brown; upper 
mandible dark brown; lower mandible and gape fleshy pink. 

Length . —4 to 4*8 inches ; wing 175 ; tail 1*25 to 2; tarsus 07. 

Hob. — Indo-Burmese countries, Eastern Bengal, and Western India, extend¬ 
ing into China and Australia. Habits same as the l^t, also the mode of nidifi- 
cation, number, size, shape and colour of eggs. 

Sub-family.— TURDIN^. 

Gen. Geocichla.— Kuhl . 

This genus, as now revised, includes a number of well-known and very 
familiar genera, such as Zoothera, Oreocincla. Turdulus , Cichlopasser t 
Chamtvtylus and Psophocichla . and forms a well-defined group of a number of 
birds commonly known as Ground-Thrushes. The characters of this group 
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as given by Seebohm in the Vth Vol. of the British Museum Catalogue are 
briefly these: “basal portion of the outside web of all the secondaries and of 
many of the primaries white, occasionally tinted with buff, but abruptly de¬ 
fined from the brown of the rest of the quills. Axillaries parti-coloured, the 
basal half white, the terminal half black, slaty grey or brown ; under wing 
coverts the same, the basal portion, however, being black and the terminal half 
white. Young generally spotted on the back and breast. Bill moderately 
stout, somewhat wide at base, gently arched throughout, and moderately hooked 
at the tip ; rictal bristles more or less developed ; wing more or less rounded ; 
tail of 12 to 14 feathers (14 in three species only); toes long; plumage 
generally soft and silky, usually mottled above and spotted beneath, and dull 
blue and ferruginous in colour. Peculiar to the Indian region.” 

Twelve tail feathers. 


358 . Geocichla datum, {Lath.) Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus . vol. v. 
p. 154; Oates , B. Br . Burrn. i. p. 6. Turdus dauma, Lath., Jnd . Orn i. 
p. 362. Oreocincla dauma, Jerd. B. lnd. i. p. 533 ; Hume, Nests and E«gs, 
Ind. B. p. 236; Ball, Str. F. ii. p. 408; Hume , Sir. F. iii. p. 115 ; Wald, 
in Blyth, B. Burm. p. 10O; Hume and Dav., Sir. F. vi. p. 256; Hume , Sir 

F. viii. p. 94 ; Bingham, Sir. F. ix. p. i;8.-The Himalayan Ground! 
Thrush. 

The plumage of the body above rich olive, each feather tipped black with 
an interior pale fulvous spot; scapulars the same, the black tipping larger and 
extending more on the inner than on the outer web; wing coverts dark brown 
or blackish brown, tipped with large fulvous spots; greater coverts to primaries 
blackish brown ; the central portion of the outer webs tawny ; quills brown, 
their outer webs suffused with tawny fulvous, the t-ertials partly tipped with the 
same ; base of under webs fulvous white ; central two pairs of tail feathers olive 
brown, the next two pairs tipped with white, the outer pair brown on basal half, 
whitish brown terminally, and margined with pale olive brown on the outer web ; 
lores brown, shafted and tipped with white ; cheeks and ear coverts white, ter¬ 
minated by black tips and with subterminal fulvous marks; chin white ; throat 
and breast white, terminally fulvous and tipped with black crescentic marks ; 
belly and flanks white, with subterminal fulvous spots and black tips; the centre 
of the abdomen pure white, also the under tail coverts, a few of the feathers of 
which are obsoletely tipped with brown ; under wing coverts white, with abroad 
black band across the middle; thighs white, barred with brown; bill pale 
brown, the upper mandible and centre of lower dark brown ; irides dark hazel 
)r°v/n ; legs and claws fleshy white ; 3rd and 4th primaries nearly equal and 
ongesg the second generally half an inch longer than the sixth. 

i,aig/h.~ l0% t0 10-5 inches; wing J S to 5'6 ; tail 375(03-8: bill at 
gape 1*2; culrncn ro to i*r. 
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Hab. —The Himalayas from Kumaon to Assam, descending to the plains in 
Central and Southern India during winter, also in British Burmah. 

The Himalayan or Small-billed Mountain-Thrush is said not to be uncommon 
in Lower Bengal also. It has been obtained in the N. W. Himalayas, at 
Almorah, Kumaon, Darjeeling, Kamptee, Nepaul, Cashmere, the Khasia Hills, 
Wynaad, the jungles south of Cuttack, on the Chilka Lake and in Saugor. It 
is not uncommon on the Pegu Hills, and also in the plains at Ivyakpadein. 
Captain Ramsay got it at Tounghoo and Mr. Davison in Tenasserim. 
According to Jerdon it is very partial to bamboo jungles. It feeds on the 
ground ; fruit and seeds, and also insects, being its food. It breeds in 
Cashmere during June and July. The eggs are broad ovals, somewhat 
compressed and pointed towards the small end. The ground colour is a pale 
greenish white, minutely and densely freckled with and mottled with pale 
brownish or reddish purple. Size from 1*2 to 1*26 in length, and in breadth 
09 to 0-93. 

359. Geocichla nilgiriensis, ( Blyth ) Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. 
v. p. 157. Oreocincla Neilgherriensis, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 14 1 ; Jerd. 
B. Ind. i. p. 534, No. 372 ; Hume, Sir. F. 1876, p. 399. Turdus Neilgher¬ 
riensis, ( Blyth) Gray , Gen. B. i. p. 254.—The Neilgherry Ground Thrush. 

Intermediate between G. dauma and G. heviii. Upper parts russet brown ; 
head with subterminal chestnut brown spots; base of inside webs of secon¬ 
daries and primaries white; abdomen and flanks as in G. dauma; 3rd, 4th 
and 5th primaries nearly equal and longest; 2nd primary between 5thand 6th. 

Length .—1075 inches; wing 5*5; tail 375 ; tarsus 1*2; bill at front i*i* 

Hab. —Neilgherries (South India). Occurs in the higher wooded tracts, 
and has a rich, charming song. In Travancore Mr. Bourdillon says it 
is rather scarce and solitary, and is found in thick jungle from the summit of 
the hills down to 2,000 feet elevation. 


360 . Geocichla mollissima, ( Blyth) Seebohm , Cal. B. Br . Mus . v. 
p. 159. Turdus mollissimus, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xi. p. 188; Gray, Car. 
Mam., fyc. Nepaul Coll . Hodgs. p. 80. Oreocincla roslrata, Hodgs. Ann. NaU 
Hist. xv. p. 326. Oreocincla mollisima, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 141, 
Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 533, No. 370; Godw.-Austcn, J . A. S . B. xxix. p. 103 ; 
Hume and Dav., Sir . F. vi. 256.—The Short-Tailed or Plain-backed 
Oreocincloid Ground-Thrush. 

Upper parts brownish olive; inside web and tip of primary coverts black ; 
lores buff; quills brown, margined exteriorly with ochraceous brown ; four 
central tail feathers olive brown ; three next on each side dark brown, the outer 
ones dark brown at base, fading to pale brown, with an obscurely defined 
white wedge-shaped terminal mark; car coverts and lower surface generally 
white, with an ochraceous tinge on the breast and flanks; each feather with a 
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ansverse terminal crescent-shaped black band nearly obsolete on the chin 
and centre of belly; under tail coverts white, with obscure brown edges; 
axillaries white, tipped with black; under wing coverts white, with black 
bases; basal half of inner web of secondaries and of many primaries buff. 
Bill dark brown, paler at base of under mandible; 3rd and 4th primaries 
nearly equal and longest; 2nd between 5th and 6th and 7th. 


Length.— 9*5 ; wing 5-1 to 5*6 ; tail 4 to 4*1 ; oilmen 092 to i-i; tarsus 
1*25 to 1*45. 

ffai.—The Himalayas from Nepaul to Darjeeling and Sikkim, descending 
into the valleys during winter. 

The Plain-backed Mountain-Thrush feeds like its other congeners on the 
ground in small parties on the summit of some high hill, flying into brush¬ 
wood when disturbed. Food—insects and berries. 


881. Geocichla dixoni, Seebohm , Cat . B. Br. Mus. V. p. 161 ; 
Oates , B. Br. Bunn. i. p. 7. — Dixon’s Thrush. 

Similar to G. mollissma except that the tail is longer, 4*3 to 47 inches; the 
general colour of the upper parts olive brown instead of russet brown, and the 
greater and median wing coverts dark brown, edged with buffy brown and 
tipped with large fan-shaped buff spots; iris brown; bill brown ; legs dull 
brownish yellow. 

Length. 10*3 inches; wing 5-5 ; tail 47; tarsus 1-45 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Hab.— The Himalayas, where it is said to breed, to Darjeeling. Descends 
to the plains during winter as far as Central India. Occurs also in Nepaui 
and Tenasserim. 


Group.— ZOOTI-IEFLE. 

362. Geocichla monticola, ( Vigors) Seebohm, , Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. 
p. 161. Zoothera monticola, Vig. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 172 ; Gould, , Cent. Him. 
B. pi. xxii. ; Blyth , J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 14a; Jerd. B. hid. i. p. 509, No. 350 ; 
Godw.-Austen J. A. S B. xli. pt. 2. p. 142 ; Blanford , J. A. S. B. xli. pt. 2, 
p. 49. — The Saw-billed Ground-Thrush. 

Upper parts dark olive brown, each feather obscurely barred with slate grey ; 
wings and wing coverts darkish brown, with obscure paler tips to the median 
and greater coverts ; tail brown, the outermost feathers obscurely tipped with 
white ; cheeks, sides of the neck and breast brown, with obscure subterminal 
dark spots on each feather; chin and throat white with dark brown fan¬ 
shaped terminal spots on some of the feathers; flanks brown, the feathers 
obscurely barred with dark brown ; centre of belly white ; under tail coverts 
dark brown, tipped with white; axillaries basally white, terminally dark brown, 
and narrowly edged with white; under wing coverts dark brown basally and 
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white terminally; the basal half of secondaries (inner webs) and of many 
primaries buffish white ; 4th primary slightly the longest, 2nd between the 6th 
and 7th ; bill abnormally long, longer than the tarsus; both mandibles obscurely 
serrated ; rictus strongly bristled; legs and feet darkish brown ; irides dark 
brown. 

Length .—10 to 12 inches; wing 5*1 to 6*0; tail 3 to 3^; culmen 1*3 to 
I *6 ; tarsus I-25 to 1*4. 

Hab. —Throughout the Himalayan Range to Assam. Common from Mus- 
soorie to Darjeeling. Recorded from Cashmere, Nepaul, Simla, Bootan, 
Mussoorie, Assam, and Darjeeling. It is said by Seebohm to breed in the 
Himalayas. 

363. Geocichla marginata, (Blyth) Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. 
v. p. 162. Zoothera marginata, Blyth , J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 141, n. ; Hume , 
Nests and Eggs, p. 226; Blyth and Wald. B . Burm p. 100 ; Hume and 
Dav .. Sir. F. vi. p. 246; Hume , Sir. F. viii. p. 94 ; Bingham , Sir. F. viii. 
p. 195; Oates , B. Br. Burm. i. p. 8.— The Long-billed Ground-Thrish. 

Upper plumage rufescent olive brown, dark and dull on the head, bright 
on the outer webs of the feathers of the wings, the coverts with buff tips; 
inner webs of quills and primary coverts dark brown; lores and sides of the 
head mixed white and black, the black preponderating on the ear coverts; 
chin, throat and a line down the neck pure white, bounded on each side by a 
brown moustachial line ; breast and abdomen brown, each feather with a large 
white spot in the centre ; sides of breast, body and flanks brown, with broad 
white shaft lines, becoming broader towards the abdomen ; under tail coverts 
buffy white, broadly margined with brown ; axillaries buffy white at base and 
brown at tips; tail uniform rufescent olive-brown; bill dark or pale bluish 
brown; legs and feet the same ; irides deep hair-brown. (Dav. ex. Oates). 

Length .—10 inches; wing 4^9 ; tail 3 ; tarsus ri ; bill from gape 1*5. 

Hab. —The Himalayas from Sikkim to Assam. It is also found in the north 
and central portions of the Tenasserim Provinces, as well as Siam. Recorded 
from Afghanistan. Oates says it appears to be sparingly distributed over the 
whole of British Burmah. It has been got on the Arrakan Hills, also in 
Karin, while in Tenasserim Davison met with it near Pahpoon and on the 
Mooleyit Mountain. Captain Bingham has recorded it from the Thoungyeen 
Valley. 

Wherever it occurs it is probably a resident. Its food consists of insects 
and berries. The eggs are said to be like those of Pitta, white, with a few 
rusty brown spots. 

364. Geocichla eyanonotus, {Jard. and Selby) Seebohm , Cat. B, 
Br. Mus. v. p. 172. Turdus cyanotus, yard, and Selby , dll. Q fn . j, pi. xlvi; 
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Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 87. Geocichla cyanota, (Jard. and Selby) Blyth, 
J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 145 ; Jerd. B. Ind . i. p. 517, No. 354 ; Hume , A T es/s and 
Eggs, bid. B. p. 229; Ball, Sir. F. 1874, p. 407; Hume, Sir. F. 1876, 
p. 398.—The White-winged Ground-Thrush. 

Head, nape, hindneck and sides of the neck ferruginous; general colour of 
the rest of the upper parts dull cyaneous or pale slaty grey, each feather 
rather darker in the centre. Cheeks, chin, throat and neck white; breast, 
abdomen and flanks bright ferruginous or orange chestnut; vent and under 
tail coverts white; lores white. A dark brown band extends from the eye 
half way to the shoulder; behind this is a white band extending nearly to the 
shoulder; behind this again is another shorter dark brown band, leaving a 
small white spot at the junction of the ear coverts and the nape. Quills and 
innermost secondaries brown with the unemarginated portions of the outside 
webs slate grey; median wing coverts broadly tipped with white; greater 
wing coverts and primary coverts dark brown on inside web and slate grey 
on outside web ; axillaries white basally, dark slate grey terminally; under 
wing coverts dark slate grey basally, terminally white; bill dark brown; legs 
and feet flesh colour; irides dark brown. 

Length.— 8*5 to 8*6 inches ; wing 4.3; tail 2*8 to 3*1 ; culmen o*8 to 0*95 ; 
tarsus i* 15 to 1*2. The female differs in having the colours less pure. 

Hab. —Central, Southern and Western India. 

The White-winged Ground-Thrush has not been found outside the above 
limits. Jerdon says “it is peculiar to the jungles of Southern India, extend¬ 
ing as far as Goomsoor on the east coast and to Bombay on the west side of 
India. It is most abundant in the forests of Malabar and Wynaad, but it is 
not rare in the jungle of the Eastern Ghauts. It has also been got in North 
Canara. Recorded from Travancore, the Neilgherries, Matheran, Malabar 
Coast, and Behar. It prefers bamboo jungles, feeds on the ground, and 
generally perches low. Its food consists of insects, as ants, cockroaches and 
beetles, and not unfrequently stony fruit. Mr. Ward procured the nest in 
North Canara, made of roots and grass, placed at no great height from the 
ground. The eggs, three in number, were pale bluish, speckled with brown. 

385. Geocichla citrina, (Lath.) Seebohm, Cat. B. Br. Mus. V. 
p. 172. Turdus citrinus, Lath. Ind . Orn. i. p. 350. Geocichla citrina (Lath.) 
Jtrd. B. Ind. i. p. 517, No. 355 ; Hume, Nests arid Eggs, Ind. B. p. 229; 
Blyth, B . Burm. p. 99; Oates, Sir. F. v. p. 151; Hume and Dav„ Sir. F. 
vh p. 250; Hume, Sir. F . viii. p. 94; Legge, B. Ceylon p. 457; Scully, Sir . 
A. viii. p. 283; Hume , Sir. F. ix. p. 101 ; Oates, B* Br. Burm . i. p. 3. 
Geocichla andamanensis, Wald. Ann. and Mag. Nat . Hist., 1874, p, 56. 
Geocichla albogularis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 146. Geocichla innotata, 
Blyth, J . A. S. B. xv. p. 370.—The Orange-headed Ground-Thrush, 
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Whole head, neck, breast, belly and flanks orange buff, darkest on the head 
and albescent on the chin and throaf; vent, thighs and under tail coverts pure 
white; back, rump, upper tail coverts, scapulars and smaller wing coverts 
dark bluish grey; some of the wing coverts near the edge of the wing tipped 
white, the larger wing coverts, primaries and primary coverts dark brown, 
exteriorly edged with ashy; inner webs of primaries white at their bases ; under 
wing coverts dark slate grey basally and white terminally; the bases of 
the secondaries and some of the primaries white on their inner webs; two 
centre tail feathers and most of the outside web of the remainder dark slate 
grey, the rest dark brown; outermost feathers generally paler at tip and 
frequently tipped with white; bill dark brown or horny black ; iris dark 
hazel; legs and feet fleshy. 

Length. —8-5 to 8*8 inches; wing 4*6; tail 3; tarsus 1*3; bill from 
gape ri 

Young birds differ in having the feathers of the upper parts edged with 
pale yellowish instead of ashy. 

Hib % —Throughout the whole range of the Himalayas from Nepaul to 
Assam up to about 5,000 feet elevation, descending to the plains during 
winter, being then found in Northern, Central and Southern India, and 
Burmah, straying also as far south as Ceylon. Jerdon says it is found in 
most of the forests and well-wooded districts of Northern and Central India, 
extending rarely as low as N. lat. 16 0 . In the neighbourhood of Calcutta i; is 
not uncommon, also at Darjeeling and in the warmer valleys in Sikkim. In 
British Burmah, according to Oates, it is a constant resident. 

It keeps to woods and shady gardens, and, like the last, prefers bamboo 
jungle. Like others of its kind, it feeds on the ground. It is not a shy bird? 
and does nut retreat far from villages. It is said to have a pretty song during 
the breeding season, but otherwise is silent. The nest is usually built in the 
forks of high trees, made of grasses, moss, stalks, and roots. Eggs, 3 to 4, 
pale greenish, freckled with rufous, forming a patch at the larger end. Size 
0*8 to n inch in length by 0*7 to 0*82 in breadth. 

It will be seen that Geocichla andamanensis , albogulari$> and innotata are 
not admitted in ibis work, these being, in my opinion, only varieties of G, citrina. 
All agree generally in the wing formula of oitrina, and the only difference 
upon which these species have been founded is the tone of colouration of the 
upper plumage and scarcely appreciable difference in size. Considering 
that the autumnal and first year plumage of the majority of the species of 
Geocichla are either quite unknown or very' little known, and that the species 
have been founded on single or two skins, it is open to doubt whether these 
Andaman and Nicobar skins are not of birds in partial autumnal moult. 
Presumptions cannot be tolerated in making new species. 
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366. Geocichla wardi, {Jerd.) Seebohm, Cal. B. Br. Mils. v. 
p. 178. Turdus wardi, Jcrd. J. A.- S. B. xi. p. 882. Merula wardi, 
(Jerd.) Blyth , J . A. S. B. xvi. p. 146. Cichloselys wardi, (Jerd.) Bp. 
Compt. Rend, xxxviii. p. 5 ; Hume , Nests and Eggs , p. 231. Turdulus wardi, 
(Jerd.') Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 5 2 0 > No. 357. Tardus (Cichloselys) wardi, 
Brooks , S/r. F. 1875 p. 237. Oreocincla pectoralis, Legge, Sir. F. 1876, 
p. 244 ; Hume , .S/r. 1877, p. 202.— Ward’s Pied Ground-Thrush. 

Upper parts black; whole head, neck, lores, chin, throat, breast and ear 
coverts black ; wing coverts, innermost secondaries, upper tail coverts and 
most of the tail feathers more or less conspicuously tipped with white ; quills 
dark brown, their outer webs black and edged with white for some distance, 
where they cease to be emarginated ; under surface white, the flanks with 
broad subterminal irregularly crescentic black bands; base of axillaries white, 
terminally black; bill and legs yellow ; irides brown; supercilium white. 

Length.— 8 to 9*6 inches; wing 4-6; tail 3-6; bill at front 075 ; culmen 

pi. 

The female is olive brown above; the supercilium and spots on the wing 
coverts are fulvous white ; throat and breast brownish white. 

Hab. The Himalayas, wintering in the plains of India ; southwards as far 
as Ceylon. Occurs in Southern India on the Neilgherries, also in the 
Carnatic and Nepaul, the Punjab, and N. W. Provinces (Mussoorie, Nyneetal. 
At Mussoorie Captain Hutton found the nest early in April. It breeds in June 
and July, making a pretty nest of green mosses and fibres in the fork of trees. 
The eggs are usually 4 in number, pale verditer, spotted with sanguine brown 
Size ro6 inches in length by 076 in breadth. It is very regular, somewhat 
elongated, oval, only slightly compressed at one end. 

367. Geocicllla Sibirica s (^//.) Seebohm , Cat.B. Br.Mus.v. p. 180 ; 
Oates , B. Br. Burm. i. p. 4. Turdus sibiricus, Pall., Reis. Russ. Reich , iii. 
p. 694 ; Gmel. Syst. Nat. i. p. 815 ; Lath . Ind. Orn. i. p. 333 ; Tern. Man. 
£ Orn . iii, p. 98 ; Gould, B. Eur . ii. pi. 82 ; Seebohm , Ibis* 1879, p. 5 
Oreocincla inframarginata, Blyth , J % A. S. B. xxix. p. 106; Beavan, Ibis.\ 
1868, p. 132; Ball , Str. F. 1873, p. 7 ° i Hume , Str. F. viii. p. 94. Turdulus 
davisoni, Hume , Sir. F. v. pp. 63, 136. Turdulus sibiricus, Hume and Dav. t 
Sir. F. vi. pp. 255, 513.—The Siberian Ground-Thrush. 

Male.—1 The whole upper plumage, with the chin, throat, breast, flanks, sides 
of the body and sides' of the abdomen deep slaty grey, each feather margined 
paler ; centre of the abdomen and vent white ; under tail coverts slaty, tipped 
with white; axillaries white, tipped with slaty; lores and sides of the head 
almost black ; a distinct white supercilium reaching to the nape; quills dark 
f r own, all, except the first two, with a large white patch on the inner web; 
tad dark brown, the outer feathers tipped with white. 
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PeMdle *—lias the whole upper plumage olive brown, tinged with slaty 
and rufescent on the outer webs of the Wings and their coverts ; tail with the 
three outer feathers on each side tipped white ; supercilium, chin and throat 
buff; a dark stripe on each side of the chin j sides of the head fnixed brown 
and buff; lower plumage pale buffy white, each feather with a broad tipping 
of brown; axillaries white, tipped with brown ; under tail coverts and vent 
White, splashed with brown. (Oates.) Bill black; irides brown; legs yellow. 

Length. —9 inches; wing 4-8 ; tail 3*4: tarsus t*t; bill from gape ri. 

Ifab. —China, Burmah, Sumatra and Java during winter, and, according to 
Seebohm, has once occurred on the Andaman Islands. It summers in Siberia, 
breeding in the valleys of the Yenasay and the Lena between lat. 67° and 68°, 
and also neaf Yokohama in Japan. In Burmah it was got in Karin at an 
elevation of 2,500 feet. Davison says it goes about in docks, as many as sixty- 
being seen together. They generally frequent large trees. Like most of the 
tribe, the Siberian Ground-Thrush feeds on the gfound. It is said, however, 
to be a very shy bird. 

Gen. TurdliS-— Linn. 

The revision Of this group of birds by Seebohrrt in the fifth volume of the 
British Museum Catalogue includes in it the following genera, some long 
since obsolete. Of the more familiar ones to Indian naturalists maybe mention¬ 
ed Txocossyphus (Kaup), Planes tic us (Bonap.), and Malacocichla (Gould). 
Although connected very closely with Merula, it was advisible to keep the 
latter distinct, as, besides geographical range, the large number of species 
which the two genera comprise is an additional argument for the division. The 
genus Turdus is characterized thus: Bill moderately stout, straight s\t the 
base, and gently curving at the tip, somewhat wide at the base, and furnished 
with short rictal bristles. Wing flat and pointed, the 3rd and 4th primaries nearly 
equal, the 2nd a little shorter; the bastard primary rarely extends beyond 
the primary coverts. Tail of 12 feathers nearly even,- tarsus short; feet mode¬ 
rate. The males resemble the females in their plumage, and the throat, breast 
and flanks are more or less spotted at all ages. The young are spotted on the 
back and breast. Food—insects and berries. The species^found in India 
belong to the palseartic region and are not residents. 
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Turdus iliacus. 

368 - TurdU8 iliacus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i. p 292 ; JcrJ. B. lnd. i. 
p, 332. — The Red-wing Thrush. 

Above olive brown, darker, and suffused with russet on the forehead and 
crown • supercilinm whitish; edges of the wing coverts and quills tipped 
pale; under parts pale buff, fading to white on the belly and ferruginous on 
the flanks ; chin and throat unspotted; cheeks, upper breast, lower throat and 
upper flanks with dark brown terminal spots; under tail coverts white, the 
basal half of each feather margined with brown; auxiliaries and under wing 
coverts rich chesnut; bill dusky ; legs yellow brown ; irides brown. 

Length. — 8*5 to 9 inches ; wing 475; tail 3-25 ; culmen 07 to 0-85 ; tarsus 
1*25. 

Hah . —Atlantic to the Pacific. Winters in the British Isles and Western and 
Southern Europe, occasionally crossing the Mediterranean into Algeria, and 
wintering in Persia, Turkestan, and N.-W. India ; but is rare in the latter. 

Of the habits of this bird nothing need be said, as without its mention no 
list of British birds would be complete. 

369. Turdus viscivorus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i. 291; Scop . Ann. i. p. 
132; Lath. Gen t Syn. Suppl. i. p. 283 ; Tem. Man . (TOrn. p. 86; Sharpe and 
Dresser, JB. Eur. pt. vi. ; Shelly, B. Egypt, p. 65 ; Blanf. East Pers. ii. p. 
157. Turdus hodgsoni, Homeyer, Rhea. ii. p. 150; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 531 . 
Hume, Nests and Eggs, lnd . B. p. 236; Seebohm, Cat . B. Br. Mus. v! 
p. 195.—The Missel Thrush, 

Upper parts greyish brown or pale earthy brown, the feathers of the rump 
edged with ochraceous j lores and the feathers behind the eye greyish white ; 
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ear coverts yellowish white, tipped with dark brown; superciliura none; 
wings like the back greyish brown or pale earthy brown ochraceous on the out¬ 
side edges of the secondaries ; median wing coverts with conspicuous greyish 
white tips; greater wing coverts and innermost secondaries with obscure- 
pale tips; tail brown, the outer feathers conspicuously tipped with whitish; 
under surface of body pale buff, darker on the breast and flanks,, each 
feather with a black terminal spot; under tail coverts margined, with- 
brown on the basal half; chin and centre of belly with obscure spots,, or 
wanting them ; axillaries and under wing coverts white; inner margins of quills 
nearly white. Bill dark brown, yellowish at base of under, mandible-; legs 
and feet yellowish brown. 

The female is Tike the male, but paler in colour above and below.. 

Length. —so6to li inches; wing 6*5 to 6-55 ; tail! 3*9 to. 4*75 ; culmen 
0*88 to ri; tarsus 1*2-5. 

Hab .—Europe and Africa, extending to the Arctic oircle also Turkestan, 
the North-West Himalayas, and Southern Persia. Recorded from. lCumaon, 
Almorah, Nepauk and Kotegurh. Breeds in Central Europe, and in the 
valleys of llie Beas and Sutlej at from 6,000* to 8,000 feet elevation during 
April, May, and June. Nest, a large dfeep cup fixed in the fork of a 
tree. The core is said to be composed'of clay and grass stems, founded on. 
a lot of dry leaves,, fern, &c., with am external coating of moss and' lichen, 
while internally there is a thick lining-of soft grass. Eggs moderately broad 
ovals, the ground colour varying from pale pink to a pale greenish grey,.thickly 
speckled and spotted with brownish red and 1 pale purplish pink. Size 1*17 to 
1*2-6 inch in length and o*S8 to 0»9$ inchdn*.breadth. 

370- Ttirdus pilaris, Linn., Syst.Nat. i. p. 291 ; Scop . Ann . i. p; 
133 ; Lath. Gen. Syn. Suppl. i. p. 287 ; Sharpe and Dresser, B. Fur. p. 379 » 
SeebohmCat. B . Br. Mus . w p. 206; Jcrd. B . Lnd. i. p. 530.—The Field- 
Fare-* 

Forehead and crown slate grey, each feather narrowly margined’with brown 
and with concealed dark centres; nape pale slate greyback and scapu¬ 
lars dark chestnut brown with obscure pale .centres to most of the 
feathers; rump slaty grey; lores and ear coverts blackish ; supcrcilium \er) 
faint huffish; wings and wing coverts dark brown with very narrow pale 
margins; primaries, primary coverts and a few of the outride wing coverts 
with slate grey on all or part of the outer webs; secondaries and the inner¬ 
most wing coverts with chestnut brown on all or part of the outer webs, and 
generally paler and greyer towards the tips ; tail dark brown, slightly paler at 
the tips of the outside feathers; chin, throat and breast buff, each fe.uher 
having a nearly black fan-shaped terminal spot nearly obsolete on. the chin, 
Harrow on the throat, but very conspicuous on the cheeks ami breast; the 
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_of the breast and flanks are nearly black, each feather broadly fringed 

with white; belly white; under tail coverts white, the basal half margined with 
brown; axillaries and under wing coverts white; inner margin of quills pale 
brown; bill yellow in summer, brown in winter. 

Length .— u inches; wing 5*2 to 5*9; tail 3'8$ to 4*3; culmen 084 to 
o‘92 ; tarsus i*2 to 1*3. 

Hab ,—Same as the last. 

Gen. Merula.— Leach. 

Bill slightly more lengthened generally than in Turdus , compressed at tip 
and notched. Nostrils plumed at base; rictal bristles short and strong ; feet 
strong. Distributed in greater number in the neotropical than in the Austra¬ 
lian, oriental, or palsearctic regions. 

37 L Merula albocineta, (Royle) Blyth , J. A. S. B . xvi. p. 148; 
Gould , B. Asia ii. pi. 76 ; Jerd. B. Bid. i. p. 526, No. 362 ; Godw - Austen , 
J. A.. S . B. xiv. pt. 2, p. 196. Scully, Str. F. viii. p. 285 ; Seebohrn , 
Cat • B. Br. Mus. v. p. 245. Turdus albocinctus, Royle, Jllustr. Him. Bot . 
p. lxxvii, pi. viii. fig. 3.—The White-collared Ouzel, 

Male .—Dingy black, slightly glossed above ; nCck with a nearly white 
collar; under surface a dark sooty brown; vent feathers white-shafted ; bill 
and orbits deep yellow; legs dingy; irides dark brown. 

Female, —Has the white collar pale grey on the hind neck ; the upper parts 
are dusky brown ; under parts brown, obscurely barred with grey. 

Length .—11 inches; wing 5 5 j tail 4 to 4 55 j culmen 1 15 > tarsus 

1*4- 

Hab .—The Himalayas, from Nepaul to Assam, breeding at high elevations, 
and descending lower in the valleys during winter. It has been obtained in 
Sikkim and near Darjeeling, also in Bengal, Assam, Nepaul and Simla. 

372. Merula boulboul, (Lath.) Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 147; 
Gould, B. Asia ii. pi. 77 ; Jerd. B. Bid. i. p. 525 ; Hume, Nests and Eggs, 
Jnd. B. p. 234; Seebohm , Cat . B. Br. Mus. v. p. 248. Lanius boulboul, 
Lath. Bid. Orn. i. p. 80. Turdus purcilopterus, Vig. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 54. — 
The Grey-winged Ouzel, 

Upper parts black; the tips of the median wing coverts, the outer webs of 
the greater wing coverts and a broad margin to the innermost secondaries 
greyish white ; under surface paler black ; the axillaries, under wing coverts, 
belly, flanks and under tail coverts narrowly margined with greyish white, 
or the axillaries and under wing coverts, sometimes one or both, greyish 
white ; bill yellow ; legs, feet and. claws yellow ; orbits yellow. 
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Length. —10*25 to io’S inches; wing 5*5; tail 4; culraen 0*9 to i*i ; 
tarsus 1*25 to 1*4. 


The female is olive brown, and the greyish white margins are brownish white. 

Hah .—Throughout the Himalayas from Cashmere to Assam and Sikkim ; 
breeds in Ivumaon and throughout the outer ranges from Darjeeling to Murree 
from May to August, and descends to the lower valleys during winter. Jerdon 
says it is found as high as 7,000 feet elevation. It is tolerably common, but 
rather shy, and does not show itself in the open or in gardens so much as 
M. simillima. The nest of this species as well as of AT. simillima is usually 
placed on the ground, but h. some places ledges of rocks, hollow massive 
roots, or the fork of a tree is selected ; in the latter case not very far off the 
ground. Wattle and dab framework, with an external coating of moss and 
fern and the same soft internal lining, is the composition of the nest. Eggs, 
normally 4 in number, ground colour, pale dingy green, but thickly mottled, 
streaked, and clouded with dull brownish red so closely in some as to entirely 
obscure the ground colour. Size VI to 1 33 inch in length and 0*83 to 0*92 
inch in breadth. 

378. Merula nigropileus, ( Lafresmye ) D dessert, Voy. de Unde , 
pt. ii. p. 27; Scebohm , Cat. B. Br. Hus. v. p. 250. Turdus nigropileus, 
(Lafr ) Jerd. B . hid. i. p. 523. —The Black-capped Ouzel. 

Head, nape, lores,. cheeks and upper part of ear coverts black ; back, rump, 
wings and tail dark blackish or fuscous ashy, tinged with brown on the inter¬ 
scapulars ; chin and upper throat darkish brown, shading into dull vinous brown 
on the breast and into dull slate grey on the axillaries; under wing coverts, belly, 
flanks and under tail coverts shading into nearly white on the centre of the 
belly ; bill and eyelids orange yellow; legs brownish yellow ; irides brown. 
The female has the head, nape and back an almost uniform brown ; the white 
on the centre of the belly is more developed, and the throat is obscurely 
streaked with dark brown. 

Length , s inches ; wing 4-5 to 5 ; tail 3'5 to 4; culmcn crgS to 1: 
tarsus 1*2 to 1*3. 

Hab. —Western, Central and Southern India. Pound in Coorg, the Wynaad 
on the Eastern Ghauts, the higher table-lands of, Central India, at Bastar 
and Jaulnah, also in Nellore in the Carnatic, Tellicherry, Matheran, Madras 
and the Neilgherries. It feeds on insects and berries. It breeds on the 
mountains of South India, and descends to the plains a little before winter, 
Jerdon, says Mr. Ward, obtained the nest in Sirci in North Canara, made of 
roots, grass, &c., with three eggs, pale blue, spotted with brown. 

374. Merula Simillima, {Jerd.) B/yth , Cat. B. A. S. Mus. p. 162 ; 
Seebohm , Cat . B. Br. Mus. v. p. 251 ; Jerd. B. hid. i. p. 524 < No, 360 *, 
Hume , Nests and Eggs, \>. 232. Turdus simillima, Jerd. Aladr. Joann x. 
p. 253.—The Neilghekry Ouz-el. 
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Entirely black, darker on the head and back of neck, lighter beneath, and 
tinged with dusky ; bill orange ; legs dusky yellow; irides dark brown. The 
female is dusky olive brown above, lighter beneath. 


Length— 10*5 inches ; wing 5 ; tail 4*2; tarsus 1*35 ; culmen ri. 

Hab. — Southern India. Confined to the Neilgherries. The nests are similar 
in structure to those of its congeners, wattle and dab, &c., being used in its 
composition. Eggs, normally 4 in number, sometimes 5, dingy bluish red. 
Size from 1*1 to 1*3 inches in length and in breadth 0*82 to 0*93 inches. 

375 * Merula bourdilloni, Seebohm, Cat . B. Br. Mus. V. p. 251 ; 
pi. XV. Merula Kinnisi, (Blyth) apud. Hume, Sir. F. vii. p. 35.— Bourdillon’s 
Travancore Ouzel. 

Head black, rest of upper parts dull black ; under parts very dark brown, 
with traces of dark slate grey margins to the feathers of the flanks ; below and 
behind the eye a bare space ; bill orange. 

Length. 9*5 to 9*8 ; wing 47; tail 3-94; culmen I-i ; tarsus 1*32. 

Hah. 1 ravancore, breeding at an elevation of 4,000 feet. According to 
Mr. Bourdillon it is not uncommon in the dense scrub jungle at the extreme 
summit of the hills. 

376 . Merula castanea, Gould, p. z. S. 1835, p. 185 ■, Blyth, 
y. A. S. B. xvi. p. 149 ; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 526; Hume, Nests and Eggs, 
Bid. B. p.235.; Seebohm, Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 259.—The Grey-headed 
Ouzel. 

Entire head, neck and throat very pale grey; greyish white on the chin and 
throat; back and scapulars deep rich chesnut, or chestnut bay, suffused with 
dark brown on the upper back and olive brown on the longer upper tail 
coverts ; wings, wingdoverts and tail dark brown ; breast, flanks and belly, also 
axillaries and under wing coverts, deep rich chestnut, the centre of the belly 
more or less marked with dark brown and white ; under tail coverts dark brown 
with white tips and shafts ; tail dark brown; bill and legs yellow; wings brown. 

Length.—10'S inches; wing 5-5; tail 4*5; culmen 1*1 ; tarsus 1-4. 

The female has the upper parts suffused with olive brown, the chestnut 
colouring is duller, and there are on the sides of the white throat some obscure 
streaks. 

Hab.— The Himalayas from Cashmere to Assam, breeding at high elevations. 
Eggs of the type of M . boulboul . 

377 . Merula fuscata, (Pall) Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 262. 

1 uidns fuscatus, Pallas , Zoogr. Rosso Asiat. i. p. 45 1 5 Gould , B. Asia i. pi. 
kv. Turdus eunomus, Tem. pi. col. ii. No. SH* Tardus naumanni, Tem. 
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apuJ. Gould B. Fur . ii. pi. lxxix. Turdus dubius, Bechst. apudJaul. et Barth. 
Lapovi . Rich. Orn . p. 213. Planesticus fuscatus, (Pall.) Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 
530; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, P- 366.—The Dusky Thrush. 


Upper parts brown, the feathers centred darker and frequently intermixed 
with chestnut; lores and ear coverts dark brown ; supercilium buffish white 
reaching, to the nape; wings dark brown, the secondaries and wing coverts 
edged on their outer web with chestnut; tail dark brown, shading into chestnut 
on the margin of the inner web; chin, cheeks and throat buffish white, in 
some with traces of a moustachial stripe; breast and flanks dark brown, each 
feather narrowly edged with huffish white, except on the sides of the breast, 
which are uniform black; belly and under tail coverts buffish white ; axillaries 
and under wing coverts pale chestnut with obscure white margins ; bill dark 
brown, paler at the base of the lower mandible. 

The female is greyish brown in colour, and the feathers of the lower throat 
and breast have dark brown fan-shaped terminal spots. 

Length— 8-5 inches ; wing 4*8 to $'3 ; tail 3*25 to 4 ; culmen 0*84 to eg ; 
tarsus i*2 to 1*3. 


Hah .—Northern and Central Asia, extending into Japan and China. A rare 
winter visitor to the Himalayas. Seebohm says it breeds in Siberia, in the 
valley of the Yenasay, eastward among the willow bushes in the sheltered gorges 
of the tundra above the limit of forest growth, and in a similar climate on the 
mountain regions near Lake Baical. On migration it strays westward through 
north China and winters in Japan, straying as far as Assam and even N.-W. 
India. It is recorded from Nepaul and Assam. 


378 . Merula protomomelsena, Seebohm, , Cat . B. Br. Mus. y. p. 
265. Turdus dissimilis, Blyth, J\ A. S. B . xvi. p. 144. Geocichh dis- 
similis, (Blyth) Bly. Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. p. 163 ; Hume , Nests and 
Eggs , Ind. B. p. 23!; Hume , Sir. F. ix. p. 103. Turdulus cardis. Tern, 
apud Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 521. Turdus protomomelas, Cab. Journ. Orn. 1867, 
p, 286 .—Cabanis’s Ouzel. 

Entire head, nape, and throat black, also the breast and upper parts ; beneath 
from the breast brilliant orange chestnut, shading into white on the centre of 
the belly; under tail coverts white, with slate grey sides; bill yellow; legs 
yellowish; irides brown. 

Idle female is uniform olive brown above ; throat nearly white in the centre : 
the feathers of the sides of the throat and chest with dark brown fan-shaped 
terminal spots; rest of under surface as in the male. 

Length inches; wing 4*5 ; tail 3 ; tarsus w \ culmen 086 to 097. 
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Ilab .—Eastern Himalayas, N.-W. Provinces, and Bengal. Has been known to 
breed at Nynee Tal, where Captain Marshall found a nest during May at about 
7,000 feet elevation in a small shrubby tree. The nest was (Hume) placed 
in a fork about 7 feet from the ground, it was made of moss with a few roots 
intertwined. The egg (number not given), Hume says, is an elongated oval a 
good deal compressed towards the smaller end, a delicate pale sea green in 
colour, profusely speckled and spotted with reddish brown, more dense towards 
the larger end, where it is almost confluent, and forms a partial cup; size ro6 
X 0*7 inch. 


379 . Merula atrigularis Tem. Man. <T Orn. i. 169; Gould. B. 
Eur. ii. p- 75 ; Blylh, Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. p. 161 ; Seebohm, Cat. Birds 
B. M. vol v. p. 268 ; Murray, Vert. Zool., Sind, p. , 3 ,. Tur'clus atrigularis, 
{Tem.) Blf. East. Pers. ii. p. 158 ; Seebohm, Ibis, 1879, p. 6. Planesticus 
atrigularis, (Tem.) Bp. Cat. Parzud ; Jerd. B. I,,d. i. p. S 2 9 , No. 365 ; Hume 
and Benders., Lahore to Yarkand, p. 192; Murray, Hdbk., Zool., fa. Sind 
p. 140. Turdus mystacinus, Severtn. Turkest. Jevotn. pp. 64, 115, I to —The 
Black-throated Thrush. ’ 


Above pale cinereous brown ; the feathers of the head, wings and tail darker 
brown ; a black streak from the base of bill to the eyes not very distinct; ear 
coverts dark brown, tipped paler; chin, throat, breast, and lores black ; abdo¬ 
men, vent and under tail coverts white, the latter with a few brown dashes; 
axiliaries darkish grey ; under wing coverts bufTy. 


The female wants the pectoral gorget; the chin and throat is white; the 
sides and breast grey brown, with conspicuous dark centres; bill yellow, the 
tip dusky; orbits yellow; legs horny brown ; irides dark brown. 


Length—to-$ inches ; wing 575 ; tail 475 ; bill at front 0*91. 

Beloochistan, Persia, Afghanistan, Western Turkistan, the Hima¬ 
layas, Nepaul, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces and Sind during winter. Breeds in 
Siberia and Turkestan. 


This Thrush, according to Jerdon, is found throughout the Himalayas, 
inhabiting the higher ranges in the interior in summer, but descending to 
the lower ranges in winter. It keeps to the more open woods at a level of 
from 3,000 to 4,000 feet, and is occasionally seen on roads and pathways. It 
feeds on insects and berries. 


380. Merula rufieollis, Pall Peis. Puss. Peichs . iii. p, 694 ; Gmel 
Syst.Nal i.p. 815; Pall Zoogr . Rosso. Asia/, i. p. 452 ; Seebohm , Cal B. Br. 
Mus. v. p, 270. Planesticus ruflcOllis, (Pall.) Bp . Parzud. p. Jerd. B. 
Bid . i, p. 528. —The Red-throated Ouzel. 

Upper surface and ear coverts grey, the lores darker; supercilium chestnut, 
scarcely reaching the nape; wings and wing coverts brown, edged with grey ; 
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centre tail feathers brown, the remainder chestnut on inside web and basal 
portion of outside web ; chin, throat, and breast chestnut; under surface pale 
greyish, white on the flanks, with obscure darker centres ; axillaries and under 
wing coverts huffish chestnut ; bill dark brown; lower mandible yellowish at 
base ; legs, feet, and claws brown ; irides brown. 

The female has very little chestnut on the throat and breast, which have the 
general colour of the flanks, with black fan-shaped terminal spots to many of 
the feathers. 

Length,— 10 inches ; wing 5*5 ) tail 4 ; tarsus i*S ; culmcn 0*85 to 0*9. 

/ Jab. — The Himalayas, where it breeds ; Nepatil, Bhootan to China, and 
Southern Siberia. It winters in Turkestan, India, and China, and occasionally 
straggles into Europe. It frequents forests, associating in large flocks. 

381 Morula Ullicolor, Tick. J. A. S. B. ii. p. 577 ; Gould. 
P. Z. S. 1S37, p. 136; Gray , Gen. B. i. p. 220. Geocichla unicolor, (Tick.) 
Blyih , Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. p. 163; Jerd. B. Bid. i. p. 5 * 9 > No - 35 6 *» 
Murray , Ildbk., Zool., $c., Sind, p. t 4 0; Murray, Vert. Zool., Sind, 
p. 13 1.—-Tickell’s Ouzel. 

Above uniform dusky, slaty, or ashy grey ; wings and tail dusky brown, 
their external webs margined with ashy grey; breast, throat, and flanks pale 
slate grey ; chin pale grey, nearly white ; abdomen, vent and under tail covens 
white ; under wing coverts buff ; legs and feet pale brown ; bill dusky yellow; 
eyelids and gape yellow ; irides brown. 

Length .—9 inches ; wings 4*5 to 475 ; tail 3*45 J bill 0-95. 

Female .—Upper parts olive brown ; ashy grey on the rump and Upper tail 
coverts; throat and breast paler than in the male, nearly white ; the fcathcis 
of the throat with some spots. 

//^—Central, Southern and Western India. Common in the Punjab, 
N.-W. Provinces, Gudh, Central India, Deccan, Rajputana and Nepaul. 
Breeds in the Himalayas, and migrates to the plains in winter. In Sind it is 
rare, and is found in the northern portion only. 

382 . Merula obscura, (Gmcl.) Stcuohm, Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 273; 
Oates , B. Br., Burnt, i. p. 1. Turdus obscures, Gmd. Syst. Mat. i. p. S16; 
Lath. Bid. Orn. i. p. 333 ; Wald. Tr. Zool. Socy. ix. p. 1S7 ; Blyih, B. 
Bunn. p. 99; Hume and Dav., Str. F. vi. p. 251 ; Dresser, B. Fur. ii. 
p. 71 pi.; Hume, Str. F. viii. p. 94. Turdus pallens. Pall.Zo^gr. Rosso. 
Asiat. i. p- 457. Turdus rufulus, Draft, diet. Class d IBs/. A at. x. p. 443 
Ball, Str. F. i. p. 69. Turdus modestus, Eylon, L\ Z. S. 1839, p. 103.— 
The DArk Ouzel. 
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Upper plumage olive brown, tinged with slaty on the head, the primaries 
and the inner webs of the other quills dark brown ; a narrow white supercilium ; 
lores black ; chin and base of lower mandihle white, as also a short line 
produced downwards from the lower mandible; throat, cheeks, sides of the 
neck, and ear coverts dusky slaty; breast and sides of tire body ochraceous; 
abdomen, vent, and under tail coverts white; under wing coverts and axillaries 
pale grey. 


The female is like the male, but has the lores brown, the supercilium, chin, 
and a line down the throat buffy white ; the ear coverts are dark brown, striped 
with buffy ; a buffy white line runs from the bill under the ear coverts, and a 
brown one between this and the throat; top of head like the back. Young 
birds have the upper parts striped with ochraceous, and the wing coverts arc 
tipped with the same; the breast feathers are tipped with brown;.bill dark 
brown, the lower mandible yellow, also the gape and inside of mouth; irides 
olive brown; legs yellowish brown. 


Length.— 8*6 inches; wing 4-8; tail 3*5 ; tarsus 1*2; bill from gape 11. 

Hab. —Siberia, passing through China and Mongolia on migration, and 
wintering in Assam, Malacca, Burmah, North India, and the Islands of the 
Malay Archipelago. It occasionally strays as far west as Turkestan, Nepaul, 
and Europe. It has been recorded from Arrakan. Oates got a specimen in 
Pegu at Kyeikpadein in April, Davison found it common in Tcnasserim, 
both in tlie hills and plains. Mr. Seebohm found the nest in the valley of the 
Yenasay in June. 


383 . Merula pallida, ( Gmel .) Seebohm , Cat. B. Br . Mus. v. p. 274 ; 
Oates , B. Br. Bunn. i. p. 274. Turduspallidus, Gmel., Syst. Nal. i. p. 815 ; 
Wald, in BL B. Burm. p. 99; Hume and T)av., Str . F. vi. p. 253 ; Hume , 
Sir. F. viii. p. 94. Turdus daulias, Tem. PL Col. 515.— The Pale Ouzel. 

Upper plumage rich russet brown, tinged with grey on the head ; lores very 
dark brown; ear coverts brown ; supercilium none; wings brown; the primaries, 
primary coverts, and bastard wing feathers with the outer webs slate grey ; the 
outer webs of the secondaries, greater, median, and lesser wing coverts russet 
brown; tail dark brown, the outer webs margined with olive brown; inner 
webs of outside tail feathers white for half an inch at the tip, the white being 
gradually decreased on the inner feathers to the third on each side; throat, 
cheeks, breast, and flanks slate grey, whiter on the abdomen and centre of the 
breast, and more or less irregularly shaded with brown on the lower throat, 
s.dcs of the breast, and flanks ; under tail coverts white, the basal half edged 
with brown ; axillaries and under wing coverts pale slate grey, obscurely 
tipped with white ; bill dark brown, yellow at base of lower mandible; irides 
brown ; legs and feet pale yellowish brown. 
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MONTICOLA. 31] 

Length.— 8-9 inches; wing 4 *8 to 5-1 ; tail 3-3 to 3 9; oilmen 0*9 to ro; 
tarsus 1-15 to 1*2. 

Hab ,—The hill tracts of Eastern Bengal, Assam, and British Burmah. 
In Burmah it was procured by Captain Wardlaw-Ramsay in Karin at an ele¬ 
vation of 5,000 feet. In Tenasserim Davison got a specimen on the Mooleyit 
Mountains, 
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Gen. Monticola— Boie. 

This genus is placed by Seebohm in his Cat. B . Br. Mas. after Erithacns. 
*1 here are certainly links which Air. Seebohm may have considered sufficient 
to establish its position, but, taking both the external and internal structure of 
the group, there can be little doubt that its systematic position is between 
the Ouzels and the Chats, instead of after the latter. The genus Monticola is 
shortly characterized as having, like the Ouzels (males), an unspotted undersur¬ 
face ; the bill, too, is long and the tail comparatively short; and, as Air. Seebohm 
puts it, “ never as many as four times the length of the culmen.” The bill is 
long, slender, straight, and moderately hooked at the tip, and either entire or 
faintly notched ; nostrils apert, plumed at the base ; rictal bristles small and 
numerous ; wings long, the third quill generally the longest; tail short and 
even ; tarsus moderate, 1 to 12 inches in length. All the Indian species have 
blue chins and throats and chestnut breasts and abdomen. The females have 
a barred .under surface. 

384. Monticola saxatilis, (Linn.) Boie, Ibis , 1822, p. 522 ; Seebohm, 
Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 314. Turdus saxatilis, Linn., Sy st. Nat. \. p.294. 
Petrocossyphus saxatilis, (Linn.) Boie , Ibis , 1826, p. 972.— The Rock Thrush. 

Entire head and neck cobalt blue; the upper back and scapulars blue 
black, lower back white; the feathers margined with bluish grey; upper tail 
coverts and tail chestnut ; the two centre tail feathers brown on the terminal 
half; wing coverts and secondaries dark brown with obscure white tips ; under 
surface of body chestnut. 

The female is uniform brown above ; the under surface is chestnut, barred 
with dark brown. 

Length.— S*5 to 9 inches; wing 47 to 4*8 ; tail 2’4 to 2*5 ; culmen 0-94 to 
I; tarsus I to I*I. 

Hab .—South Europe, Persia, and Siberia, where it breeds. 'Migrates to 
Mongolia and North China, North Africa, and Abyssinia, extending its range 
eastwards in winter to the borders of India and into North Bunnah. Occurs, 
though not commonly, in Cashmere and Afghanistan ? (Griffiths), and the 
North-West Himalayas and North Burmah. 
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I. Moaticcla cyanus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i. p. 296; Gmel., Syst. 
Nat. i. p. 834; Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 345. Monticola cyana, (Lifini) Boie, 
Ibis, 1822, p. 552 ; Shelley , Birds of Egypt , p. 70; Blf. Eastern Persia , ii- 
p. 155. Petrocossyphus cyaneus, ( Linn .) Boie, Ibis, 1S2S ; Jerd. B. Ind. 
i. p. 511, No. 351 ; 111 . Ind. Orn. p. 20; Hume and Benders., Lahore to 
Yarkand, p. 190; Heugl., Syst. Uebers,. p. 29; Sharpe and Dresser, B. Eur .; 
Murray, Hdbk., Zool ., Sfc., Sind. Cyanocincla cyanus (Linn.), Sir. F. 1874, 
p. 407; vol. vi. p. 247; id . iii. p. 112. — The Blue Rock Thrush. 

Male —Head, neck, and back indigo blue, with a faint metallic lustre on 
the head ; lores duskv greyish ; wings, their coverts and tail dark brown ; the 
outer webs of the feathers indigo blue; under surface of body cobalt blue; 
the abdomen and the under tail coverts with faint streaks and spots of whitish. 

Female .—Of a dingy brown, scarcely tinged above with indigo or cobalt 
Hue ; some of the feathers edged whitish; under parts fulvous with dusky 
transverse bars, including the under tail coverts; bill black ; legs black ; 
irides brown. 

Length.— 8-5 to 9 inches ; wing 4-5 to S ; tail 375 to 4; bill at front nearly 
one inch. 

Ilab .—Southern Europe, North Africa, Beloochistan, Persia, Afghanistan, 
wintering throughout the peninsula of India. Recorded from all India, 
Tenasserim, Cashmere, Nepaul, and North-West Himalayas. Extremely 
common in the Concan and Deccan, Kutch, Kattiawar, Jodhpore, Sambhur, 
and North Guzerat, also in South India. Frequents gardens, pagodas, &c. 
Breeds in the Himalayas, laying 4 eggs, pale blue, spotted with brown ; has a 
fine gloss; size roxo*73 inches. 

386 . Monticola einclorhynehus, Vig. P. Z. S. 1831, p. 172. 
Petrophila cinclorhyncha, ( Vig.) Jerd. Madr. Journ. x. p. 252 ; Hume , Nests 
and Eggs, Ind. B. p. 227. Orocetes cinclorhynchus, (Vig). Bp. Consp. i. 
p. 2Q7 ; Jerd. B. Ind. i. p. 515 ; Seebohm, Cat. Passer if. B. Museum, vol. v. 
p 320; Murray, Ildbh., Zool., Sind., p. 140; Sir. F. vol. iv. 398.— 
The Blue-headed Chat Thrush. 

Male. —Head, nape, chin, upper throat, and cheeks indigo or cobalt blue, 
also the lesser wing coverts ; lores, ear coverts, sides of neck, back, and 
scapulars black tinged with dusky blue on the back ; primaries, their coverts, 
and greater and median coverts edged with bluish on their external webs; a 
while bar on the outer web of the secondaries; rump, upper tail coverts, 
ent re under surface, axillaries, and under wing coverts ferruginous or chest¬ 
nut ; tad black, the external webs of the feathers margined with blue. In the 
female the colours are less pronounced ; bill blackish; legs brown ; irides 
dark brown. 
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Length .—J to 7’5 inches; wing 4; tail 275 to 3; bill at front 1. 

Ilah .—The Indian Peninsula, ranging to Nepaul and Cashmere. Occurs 
sparingly in Sind, Punjab, and N.-W. Provinces, and more abundantly in the 
Concan, Deccan, Travancore, North Guzerat, and Rajputana in the course of 
its migration. Breeds in the Himalayas. Eggs 4, pale blue, spotted with 
brown ; size 0*96 x 079. 


387 . Monticola erythrogaster, (Vig.) Dav . et Oust. Ois. Chine, 
p. *59 1 Seehohm , Cat. B. Br . Mus. v. p. 325. Turdus erythrogaster, ( Vig.) 
P. Z. S. 1831, p. 17 1. Orocetes erythrogaster, ( Vig.) Jerd. B. bid. i. p. 514, 
No. 352 : Hume and Davison , Sir. F . vi. p. 250. Petrophila erythrogaster, 
{Vig.) Hume, Nests and Eggs, Ind. B . p. 227; Sir. F . viii. p. 94; Scully, 
Sir. F. viii. p. 2S2.—The Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush. 

Whole upper plumage cobalt blue, more or less dusky, and occasionally 
blackish on the back; wings black, all but the first two primaries blue on the 
outer web ; lores, cheeks, and ear coverts black ; chin and throat dusky blue ; 
remainder of lower plumage, including the axillaries and under wing coverts, 
bright chestnut; tail blue turning to dusky on the inner webs. 

The upper plumage of the female is brown; the rump, lower back, and 
upper tail coverts barred with black ; wings brown, each feather edged with 
dusky white; chin and aline down the throat buff; a spot on the side 
of the neck fulvous; sides of the head blackish, with pale central streaks; 
under plumage buffy, barred with black; tail uniform brown. The young 
are like the female. In the first stage the plumage above is barred with 
black, which gradually disappears. The variations of colour in the young, 
however, are very great. 

Bill black; irides dark brown; feet vinous brown. In the female the bill 
is dusky. 

Length. —9*4 to 9’5 inches; wing 47 to 4*9 ; tail 4 to 4*2 ; tarsus ri ; bill 
from gape 1*2. 

Ilah. —The Himalayas from Nepaul to Assam and British Burmah. It is 
recorded from the N.-W. Himalayas, Kumaon, Nepaul, Darjeeling, and 
Bhootan, also the Upper Punjab and N.-W. Provinces. Dr. Jerdon procured 
il in the Khasia Mills and Colonel Godwin-Austen in North Caehar, In 
Burmah Captain Ward law-Ramsay obtained it on the hills east of Tounghoo. 
Hume says he has only once seen the nest of the Chestnut-bellied Thrush 
on a journey from Kangra into Kooloo. It was placed at the root'‘of a tree 
in the forest, and was a large shallow saucer, composed' almost entirely of 
moss and lined with moss roots. The species lay from May to August, Eggs, 
4 in number, somewhat buff-coloured and about ri by 075 inches in size. 
The average size is 1 by 075 inch. 
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Gen. Erithacus.—C/^. 


In this genus, as revised, there are only sixteen known species, six only 
being found in India. The bill is small or of mean length, generally black 
above and paler on the under mandible; rictal bristles small or nearly 
obsolete ; wings moderate ; tail short, more or less rounded, and of 12 feathers; 
tarsus long, slender, and not scutellated, except occasionally in young birds. 
Three species of the six which occur in British India are known to breed in 
the Himalayas In habits they closely resemble the Redstarts. They feed 
mostly on the ground, insects generally being their chief food. 


388. Erithacus brunneus, (HodgsJ Seebohm, Cat . b. Br. Mm. v. 

p. 302. Larvivora brunnea, Hodgs ., J. A. S. B. vi. p. 102, 1837 (female); 
Legge% B. Ceylon ,p. 446. Larvivora cyana, (Pall.) apud . Hodgs., J. A. S. B. 
vi. p. 102, 1837 (male); apud. Jcrd ., B. Bid . ii. p. 145, No. 507; apud. 
I-fume, Nests and Eggs, Ind. B. p. 324. Larvivora superciliary, (Jtrd.) Blyt/i , 
Ibis, 1867. p. 16; Brooks , Sir.F. 1875, p. 240; Fair batik , Str. F. 1876, 
p. 259.— The Indian Blue Robin or Wood-Chat. 

Upper surface dull dark blue; lores, forehead at base of bill, cheeks, and 
ear coverts black; shading into dull dark, blue on the sides of the neck ; 
supercilium white; wing and their coverts brown, their outer webs more or 
less suffused with dull dark blue; tail brown; the two centre feathers and 
the outer webs of the others more or less suffused with dull dark blue ; 
under surface of body orange chestnut, shading into white on the centre 
of the abdomen and under tail coverts ; axillaries and under wing coverts grey, 
more or less suffused with pale blue; bill dark brown, paler at base of under 
mandible ; rictal bristles nearly obsolete. 

The female has the upper surface olive brown, slightly suffused with chest¬ 
nut on the upper tail coverts ; the under surface is chestnut brown, paler on 
the chin and throat and white on the centre of the abdomen and under tail 
coverts. Birds of the year resemble the female. 

Length. —6 to 6*2 inches; wing 2*8 to 3; tail 1*7 to 1*95*, culmen 0*5 to 
0*6; tarsus r to **t. 

Hab. —The Himalayas from Cashmere to Sikkim, the Neilgherries, Travan- 
■core, and Ceylon** Jerdon records it from near Calcutta. At Darjeeling it is 
said to be common; also about Madras. It frequents open forests in the 
hills, perching low and descending to the ground to pick up insects. Breeds 
on the Himalayas and the Neilgherries. Mr. Davison in Nests and Eggs 
*ays the nest was in a hole in the trunk of a small tree about 5 feet from 
the ground and was composed chiefly of moss, but mixed with dry leaves and 
twigs. The egg taken by Mr. Davison was an elongated, slightly pyriform 
oval, the ground colour a pale slightly greyish green, thickly mottled and 
streaked with pale brownish red ; size 0*98 x 0*67. 
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389 . Erithacus cyaliens, (Pall.) Seebohm, Cat. B. Br. Mils, v. 
p.303; Oates, B. Br. Bunn., i. p. 13. Motacilla cvane, Pall, Reis Russ. 
Racks, iii. p. 697. Larvivora cyane, Wald, in Bl. B. Burm. p. ior. Hume 
and Dav.y Sir. F. vi. p. 335 ; Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. loo.— The Siberian 
Blue Robin*. 

Base of the bill, lores, and a line under the cheeks black; cheeks, ear 
coverts, and the whole upper plumage blue; wings and tail brown, washed 
with blue on the outer webs ; whole under plumage white, the flanks washed 
with brown; axillarics and under wing coverts grey, more or less suffused with 
blue. 

The female has the whole lower surface white, washed with fulvous cm the 
flanks and breast, the feathers of the latter also tipped slightly with brown ; 
lores, cheeks, and car coverts mingled fulvous and brown ; the whole upi>er 
plumage, including the wings and tail, brown. Th e. young are like the female, 
and have the upper tail coverts washed with blue; bill from pale to dark 
horny brown ; lower mandible fleshy white ; legs and feet fleshy white; irides 
deep brown. 

Length.— 5-5 to 5*6; wing 2-6 to 2*8 ; tail i-S; tarsus Vl ; bill from gape 
07 * 

Hah.—' The Siberian Blue Robin breeds in Eastern Siberia and winters in 
North India, China, S.-E. Mongolia, and British Burmah, ranging through the 
Malayan Peninsula. Davison says it occurs in Tenasserim in the better- 
wooded parts. Oates procured a specimen in Pegu. It keeps entirely to the 
ground, searching among dead leaves for its food, which is chiefly insects. 

390. Erithacus calliope, (Pall.) Seebohm., Cat. B. Br. Mas. v. 
P- 305 ; Oates, B. Br. Burm. i. p. 14. Motacilla calliope, Pall. Reis. Russ. 
Rcichs , iii. p. 697. Turdus kamtschatkensis, Gmel., Sysl. Nat. i. p. Si7. 
Calliope kamschatkensis, Jcrd., B. Ind. ii. p. 150, No. 512; BJyth, B. 
Burm. p. 10 1 ; Dresser , B. Fur. ii. p. 341 ; Hume and Bav., Sir. F. vi. 
p. 337 5 Hume, Sir. F. viii. p. foo; Oates, Sir. F. x. p, 213.— The Siberian 
Ruby-throated Robin. 

Whole upper plumage olive brown, slightly darker on the head and car 
coverts ; lores black; supercilium white, meeting in a narrow line over th 
forehead ; cheeks white, separated by a narrow dark brown moustachi.il line 
from the chin and throat, which are brilliant glossy scarlet; breast ashy grey, 
shading into nearly white on the centre of the belly and into brown on the 
flanks and thighs; under tail coverts, axillaries, and under wing coverts very 
pale buff j bill black ; legs, feet, and claws brown ; irides brown. 

The female has the superciliary streak huffy white; lores and in front of 
the eye dusky brown; no scarlet throat patch, which is replaced by pale 
brown. 
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Length. — 6 inches; wing 2-9; tail 2*4; tarsus 1*15 ; bill from gape o-8. 

Hah. —Throughout Siberia, where it breeds, extending southwards as far 
as the extreme north of China. Winters in the Philippine Islands, British 
Burmah, and in Northern and Central India and Bengal, also the Western 
coast, occasionally straying into Europe. It is recorded from Arrakan by Blyth. 
Abundant in Pegu, rather rare in Tenasscrim, also at Thayetmyo and 
Karin. Jerdon says it is found chiefly in Northern and Central India, also 
that he saw it south of Bombay. In Bengal he says it is most common, and 
in the eastern side of India. In its manners it is shy, silent, and solitary ; 
haunts thickets and underwood, and feeds on the ground on various insects. 
It has a pretty song. 

391 . Erithacus pectoralis, Gould, leones. Avium . pt. ii. pi. l ; 
Blyth, 7- A. S. B xii. p. 934 (1843); id. xvi. p. 135 ; Adams , P. Z. S. 
1B5B, p. 492 ; Godwin- Austen, J . A. S. B. xxix.pt. ii. p. 270; Jcrd. B. hid. 
ii. p. 150, No. 513; Hume, Nests and Eggs, Ind . B. p. 325 ; Brooks , Sir. F. 
1875, p. 241 ; Seehohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 307. Calliope ballioni, 
Scvertz. Turkey. Jevotn. pp. 65, 122; id. Sir. F. 1875, p. 429.— The Indian 
Ruby-throated Robin. 

Upper parts, including the ear coverts and sides of the neck, a uniform dark 
slate grey, shading into brown on the crown ; lores black ; eye-stripe white, 
meeting in a narrow line over the forehead ; wings brown, the outer webs of 
the wing coverts slate grey ; tail with sometimes two and sometimes four centre 
feathers plain brown, the remaining feathers dark brown with more or less 
white on the base and tips of most feathers ; chin and upper throat glossy 
scarlet; cheeks, lower throat, and upper breast dull black ; belly and under 
tail coverts white, shading into slate grey on the flanks, axillaries, and under 
wing coverts; bill black; rictal bristles almost obsolete; legs and feet 
brown. 

Length. —6 inches ; wing 2*7 to 2*9 ; tail 2*o to 2*25 ; culmen 0-65 ; tarsus 
I- 2 S- 

The female differs from the male in having the general colour of the upper 
parts a uniform earthy brown; the black on the lores, checks, lower throat, 
and upper breast replaced by greyish brown; the slate grey of the flanks, 
axillaries, and under wing coverts replaced by brown. Tail feathers brown 
terminally with a spot jof white. 

Hah. —Throughout the Himalayas from Cashmere to Sikkim, where and in 
Turkestan it breeds in the pine districts, and descends into the valleys 
during the cold season. Frequents thick brushwood or long grass jungle. 
In the Punjaub and N.-W. Provinces it is less common. In Assam, and pro¬ 
bably Upper Bengal, it frequents similar situations. Of its nidification nothing 
authentic is known. Mr. Hume had a nest and some eggs brought to him in 
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alive Sikkim during June, found in a deep crevice in a rock at an elevation 
of about 12,000 feet. The nest was a saucer-shaped pad of very fine moss and 
fern roots, closely-felted together. The eggs, two in number, were regular 
ovals, slightly compressed towards the small end. Colour uniform pale 
salmon buff. Size 0*9 x 0*67 inch. 


392. Erithacus tschebaiewi, ( Prejv .) Subohm, Cat. B. Br. Mus. 
v. p. 308. Calliope tschebaiewi, Prejv., Rowleys Orn. Misc. ii. p. 1S0; pi. 
liv. fig 1 . 1S77 ; Gould , B. Asia pt. xxxi. pi. 10, 1S79.—The Thibetan Ruby- 
throated Robin. 

Upper parts dark slaty-grey, suffused with olive brown on the head and 
rump; lores black, ear coverts dark brown; supercilium white, quills brown 
edged with olive brown; lesser wing coverts dark slate grey ;• median wing' 
coverts edged with dark slate grey; greater wing' coverts and innermost 
secondaries olive brown ; tail nearly black, the two centre feathers entirely so; 
the next on each side lipped with white, the remaining four on each side with 
the basal half white, except the outside web of the outside feather on each side 
and a large spot at the tip ; checks white edged with black ; chin and throat 
glossy scarlet; breast black ; axillaries and under wing coverts and flanks 
slate grey ; belly and under tail coverts white, the latter with slate grey bases; 
bill black ; legs and feet dark brown. 

Length. 5-9 inches ; wing 2*9 to 3*25 ; tail 2*4 to 2-5 ; culmcn 0*6 ; tarsus 
i*2 to 1-3. 

The female has the upper parts dark olive, a white supercilium, and black 
lores ; the under parts dirty white ; the tail dark olive, without the white bases 
which characterize the male and with the terminal white spots much smaller. 
(Seebohm.) 

jjdt ),— Sikkim. There is only a single skin of this species in the British 
Museum. 


393 . Erithacus caeruleoulus, {Pall) Seebohm, Cat. B. Br. 3 fus. 
v. p. 308 ; Motacilla cnerulccula, Fall- Zoogr. Rosso Asiat. i. p. 4^0 J f yanccula 
suedes* Li#n. Svs. A r at. L p. 33 r > Brehm. Vogt. Deutschl. p. 35 ° 

Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 1825 Reugl. Orn. A". O. Afr. i.p. 33*5 Shelly, B. 
Egypt) Blf. East. Persia, ii p. tbq; Hu fin and Div., Str.F. vi. p. 337; 
Eggs’Birds of Ceylon, p. 433 ! Murray, S. F. vii.p. Mi id. Hdbh, Zool., 
t-i, Sind, p. 152 : Shelly, Ibis., 18, Si. Sir. F. ix. p. 330 ; viii. 304. Cyane- 
cula cairuleculus (Pall.) Bp. Comp. i. p. 296; Cray. Handlist B. i. P- 223; 
Jerd. Birds lad. ii. p. 1 5 2 i 514.—'The Indian ISu r -1 uroat. 

Head, neck, back, wings, and wing coverts pale brown ; tbe feathers of the 
head slightly centred darker and the wing coverts and quills edged paler; 
lores dark brown; supercilium buffy white ; chin, cheek, throat, and breast 
cobalt blue, with a large ferruginous or chestnut spot in the centre o? the throat 
and breast; below the blue of the breast a black band, followed by a chestnut 
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one; rest of under surface buffy white; tail rufous or pale ferruginous, the two 
centre feathers and the terminal third of the others dark brown, lighter on the 
outermost; ear-coverts silky rufescent brown; bill dusky; gape yellow; legs 
dusky brown ; irides dark brown. 

Length.— 5-5 to 6*5 inches ; wing 3 ; tail 2 to 2*25. The female is like the 
male, but without the pectoral gorget; the throat, chin, and neck buffy white, 
with a line of dusky brown from the base of the side of the lower mandible 
continued to, and across the breast; rest of under surface buffy white. 

Hab. —Europe, Asia, and North Africa. Winters in the plains of India. 
Common in Sind, Punjab, N.-W. Provinces, Bengal, and the whole of India, 
to Nepaul and Cashmere; also in Beloochistan, S.-E. Persia, Afghanis¬ 
tan, and E. Turkistan. It has been recorded from Arrakan, and is found 
nearly throughout British Burmah. Its habits are quite those of its congeners, 
frequenting thick brushwood and long grass jungle in the vicinity of water. 

Gen. Sialia. — Sivainson. 

A small group of birds, the natural position of which is difficult to 
define. Some authors place the genus among the Saxicolinae, which is as 
nearly as possible its true place, being very closely related to the Redstarts. 

The single species known in India was characterized by Hodgson under 
the generic title of Grandala (J. A. S . B. xih p. 447), which was admitted 
by Blyth and subsequently by Jerdon. Seebohm, however, in his Cat . B . 
Br. Mus. v. p. 327, places Grandala as a synonym of Sialia, which I 
follow. 

The genus is characterized by Jerdon and Seebohm as having a moderate, 
slender, straight, and black bill, slightly depressed at the base. Nostrils oval ; 
rictal bristles ?iearly obsolete ; legs black ; tarsus not scutellated ; tail moderate, 
of 12 feathers, slightly forked ; wings long and pointed ; 2nd primary as 
long or nearly so as the third; tertials half the length of the primaries ; colour 
blue. 



Sialia Ctrlicotar. 
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394 . Sialia ceelicolor, (Hodgson), Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. 
p. 328. Grandala caslicolor, Hodgs. J. A. S. B. xii. p. 447, Blyth, 
7 • A. S. B. xvi. p. 132 ; Gould. B. Asia. pt. xi. (1862); Jerd. B. Ind. ii*. 
p. 119. Grandala schistacea, Hodgs, J. A. S. B. xii. p. 447.— The Hima¬ 
layan Long-winged Blue-Chat. 

Upper and under surface deep indigo blue, shading into brilliant indigo 
blue with metallic gloss on the rump and upper tail coverts; lores black; 
wing coverts, quills, and tail black, margined obscurely with greenish blue; 
axillaries and under wing coverts dull black, margined with indigo blue. 

The female is an almost uniform earthy brown above and below; the 
feathers of the rump and upper tail coverts broadly tipped with dull brownish 
blue ; secondaries and the primaries next them with a subterminal white bar. 
(Seebohm.) 

Length , —9 to 9*3 inches; wing 5*6 to 57; (females 57); tail 3*45 to 
to 375 ; bill 07 to 0*8 ; tarsus 1*15. 

Hab . —The Himalayas, breeding at high elevations ; eastwards throughout 
the mountains separating China from Thibet. Jerdon says it inhabits the 
northern region of Nepaul or Cachar and near the snowy region. According 
to. Hodgson it is solitary in its habits. Insects and gravel were found in the 
stomach of a specimen examined. 

Gen. Ruticilla— C. L . Brchm. 

Bill shorter than in Sialia, straight, slender, and black ; rictal bristles fairly 
developed; legs black or nearly always so; tarsus not so long as in 
Sialia , not scutellated ; tail of 12 feathers even or slightly rounded ; wings 
moderately long and pointed ; 1st primary about one-third the length of the 
4th ; the 5th and 6th generally equal and longest. Rump and tail (except 
the two centre) feathers chestnut in most species—the upper plumage 
generally grey. They have a pleasing song and perch freely on trees, but 
build in holes, of walls, rocks, or tree trunks. 

395 . Ruticilla phcenicurus, Linn, Syst. Nat. i. 335. Sylvia pheeni 
curus (Linn.) Lath. Gen. Syn. Sup pi., i. p. 287 ; id. Ind. Orn. ii. p. 11. Phocni- 
cura muraria, Sws. and Rich, Faun . Bor. Am. ii. p. 489. Phcenicura ruticilla, 
(Byton) Gould. B. Fur. ii. pi. 95. Ruticilla phcenicura, (Li)m.) Jerd. B. 
Ind. ii. p. 136, No. 495; Dresser , B. Eur. pt. xxvi. (1874) ; Blanfdrd, E. 
Pers. ii. p. 163 ; Seebohm , Ibis , 1880, p. 191.—The European Redstart. 

A narrow frontal band; lores, cheeks, ear coverts, chin, throat, and upper 
breast black; a band behind the black frontal band white ; upper surface of 
body brownish ash or slate-grey ; rump and upper tail coverts rich chestnut; 
wings and their coverts dark brown, margined u ith. chestnut exteriorly; lower 
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'east and flanks chestnut; the feathers broadly margined with white, paling 
into pure white on the centre of the abdomen and into pale chestnut on the 
axillaries and under wing and tail coverts; tail chestnut, except the inner 
webs of the two central tail feathers, which are dark brown ; bill, legs, and 
feet black; irides brown. 


Length.— 5*5 to 5*6 inches ;• wing 2-8 to 3-3; tail 2*1 to 2 5 ; culmen 0*5 ; 
tarsus 0-9 to 075. 

The female resembles the male, except that the under parts are buff and 
that there are no dark bases to the feathers of the upper surface. In breeding 
plumage the forehead of the male becomes pure white, the head becomes 
slate grey, and there is a scarcely perceptible pale margin to the wings and 
their coverts. The breast and flanks have no white margins which, with the 
feathers of the axillaries, wing coverts, and under tail coverts, become a rich 
chestnut. 


Hab. Seebohm says it breeds throughout the Palasarctic region as far north 
as the Arctic circle and as far east as the watershed of the Yenasay and the 
Lena. It winters in South Persia and Central Africa as far west as Senegal. 
It is recorded from the N.AV. Provinces of India, the Punjaub, and Afghanis- 
tan. It breeds in holes of trees and walls. Eggs verditer blue. 

396 . Ruticilla mesolouca ( Hempr . et Ehrf Cab. Journ. Ortu 
i8 54 P- 446; Seebohm, P. Z. S. 1879, p 979; Seebohm, Cat. B. Br. Mus , 
v. P* 338; Murray, Vert. Zool ., Sind, p. x.; Sylvia mesoleuca, Hempr. et 
Ehr. Symb . Phys.ifol.ee., 1832. Sylvia phoenicura (Linn.) apud Menetries, 
Cat , Rais. Cauc ., p. 35. Ruticilla phoenicura, (Linn.) apud llcugl. Syst. 
( 7 ebcrS,p. 25 ; apud Blanford , QeoL and Zool., Abyss., p, 35S.— Ehrenberg’s 
Redstart, 

Differs from Phanicurus by the male having the outer webs of the seconda¬ 
ries more or less broadly margined with wdiite, otherwise it is not unlike the 
male of Phanicurus; 2nd primary between $th and yth. The female, Seebohm 
says, is slightly darker on the upper and under parts. 

Length. —5*5 inches; wing 2*84 to 3’2; tail 2*16 to 2/4S; culmen 0*5 ; 
tarsus 075 to 0*9. 

Ilah.— The Caucasus, Asia Minor, and Algiers*, wintering in Sind (rare), 
Persia, Western Arabia, Abyssinia, and Senegal. 


397 . Ruticilla rufiventris, Jerdon, B. Ind. ii. p. 137, No. 497; 

Gray. Handlist B. i. p. 221 ; Blauf. East. Persia , ii. p. 163 ; Murray, 
Edbh. Zool., &c., Sind , p. 152; id. Vert. Zool.. Sind, p. 146; Seebohm, Cat. 
P>- Br. Mus. vol. v. p. 342* Ruticilla phoenicuroi lc.s. Moore, P. Z. *S\ 1854, 
P; 2 5 » pi- lvii; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 136; Gray, Handlist B. i. p. 221. Ruti- 
cl • a er .vtnroprocta, Gould, apud. Hume and Holders. Lahore to Yarkand * 
p. 2oS; npiuf. Seycrtt. Turkcst. fevotn .—The India* Redstart. 
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Adult Male . —Crown of head ashy grey; throat, neck, lores, ear coverts, 
breast, back, and wing coverts dark brown or black, the feathers edged 
greyish; wings dusky brown ; the primaries and secondaries margined 
rufescent on their outer webs; breast, flanks, under wing coverts, belly, rump, 
upper and lower tail coverts, and tail (except the inner and part of the outer 
webs of the two central feathers, which are dark brown) uniform chestnut. 
The female is brownish above. The edge of the wings, belly, and under tail 
coverts pale rufous ; bill and legs dark brown ; irides brown. 

Length . —6 inches ; wing 3-3 ; tail 2*5 ; bill at front 0*55. 

Hab .—India generally. Breeds in North China, Mongolia; and Eastern 
Turkestan. Occurs in Sind, Beloochistan, S,-E. Persia, and Afghanistan 
during winter ; also in Nepaul, Kashgar, Behar, N.AV. Himalayas, Kutch, 
Kattiawar, Jodhpore, North Guzcrat, the Concan, and Deccan to South 
India. 

Frequents groves of trees, orchards, gardens, and the vicinity of old 
buildings, walls, and houses. Feeds on insects. It has a most peculiar 
quivering motion of its tail on its perch after feeding. 

398 . Rutieilla kodgsoni, Moore , P. Z. S. 1S54, p. 26, pi. lviii.; 
Jerd. B. Ind. ii p. 138, No. 49S ; Godwin- Austen> J. A. S . Z., xlvii. pt. 2, 
p. 18 (1S7S). Phcenicura ruticilloides, IJodgs. MS. Drawings. Rutieilla 
erythrogastra, ( Gould] apud. Blyth , Cat . B. A/us. As. Soc ., p. i( 5 S.— Hodg¬ 
son’s Redstart. 

Upper surface of body dull slate-grey, shading into white on the forehead 
and into bright chestnut on the rump and upper tail coverts; a narrow frontal 
band at the base of the upper mandible; the lores, feathers behind the eye, 
ear coverts, cheeks, chin, throat, and upper breast black; lower breast to vent, 
axillaries, under wing and tail coverts, rump and tail feathers (except the two 
central tail feathers, the inner and outer margins of which are dusky brown), 
bright chestnut; hind part of crown, neck, back, wings and their coverts 
dusky or dark brown ; the outer half of the basal half of the secondaries 
white, forming a wing patch ; bill, legs, and feet black; irides brown. 

Length. —6*5 inches ; wing 305 io 3.3 ; tail 2*6 to 2-85 ; tarsus 0*9 to 1 ; 
culmen 0*6. 

The female is greyish brown and below the chin is paler, also the axillaries 
and under wing coverts, shading to albescent or white on the centre of the 
abdomen ; under tail coverts pale chestnut; upper tail coverts rich chestnut. 

Hab. —The Himalayas from Nepaul to Assam, where* it winters in the 
valleys. It is recorded from Assam, Bhootan, Darjeeling, Afghanistan, and 
Nepaul. 
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> 99 . Ruticilla aurorea, ( Gmel .) Jcrd. B. hid . ii. p. 139, No. 500; 
Wald, in Bl. B. Bunn., p. 20 1 ; Hume Str. F. iii. p. 135 ; Oates , B. Br. 
Burnt. i. p. 16. Motacilla aurorea, Gmel., Syst. Afa/. i., p. 976.—The 
Daurian Redstart. 


A narrow line on the forehead, lores, cheeks, chin, ear coverts, and throat 
black: remainder of lower surface with the axillaries and under wing coverts 
deep chestnut. Head, nape, and upper back slaty grey; most of the feathers 
slightly tipped with brown ; back, scapulars and wing coverts black , sometimes 
margined with grey; rump and upper tail coverts chestnut; tail chestnut, 
except the central pair and the terminal half of the outer web of the outer 
pair of feathers, which are black; wings very dark brown; nearly black on 
the secondaries, which have a large white patch at the base of each feather. 

The female differs from the male in having the whole under parts light brown, 
tinged with rufous on the vent and under tail coverts; head, sides of head and 
neck, back, and scapulars olive brown; rump and upper tail coverts chestnut; 
wings and wing coverts brown; each feather margined paler, and the spot on 
the secondaries smaller than in the male ; tail chestnut, the black parts in the 
male being replaced by brown ; bill and legs black ; irides brownish. 

Length . —575 inches; tail 2-5 ; wing 2*9; tarsus 0*9; culmen 0*6. 

Hab .—S.-E. Himalayas, Bhootan, Assam, and Eastern Bengal and Burmah 
during winter. It summers in S.-E. Siberia, E. Mongolia, North China, and 
the mountains of Japan. It has also been recorded as occurring during winter 
in the Malay Peninsula. 


400. Ruticilla erythrogastra. ( Gould .) Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. As. 
Soc. p. 168; Gould. B. Asia , i. pi. 49 ; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 139, No. 499; 
Hume and Hcnders ., Lahore to Yarkand, p. 210 ; Dresser , B. Fur. pt. lxvi. ; 
Blanford, f. A. S. B. xli., pt. 2, p. 51. Motacilla erythrogastra, Gould, Nov. 
Com. Petrop. xix. p. 469.—The White-winged or Guldenstadt’s Redstart. 

The male in full autumn plumage . —Forehead, crown and nape pale grey, 
the feathers mesially streaked below with white ; a narrow line at base of upper 
mandible; lores, ear coverts, sides of the neck, cheeks, chin, throat , breast, 
upper and under wing coverts, back and scapulars black ; quills dark brown, 
a white spot on the wing ; rump, upper tail coverts, tail, axillaries, belly, 
flanks and under tail coverts chestnut, slightly darker on the two central 
tail feathers. Bill, legs, feet and claws black; 3rd, 4th, and 5th primaries 
sub-equal and longest; 2nd equal to the 7th. 

Length .—Wing 4*oS to 4-3 inches; tail 3 01 to 33 ? culmen 0*59 to o'6; 

tarsus r 1, 

The female is drab in colour, slightly darker on the lores nnd ear coverts and 
much lighter on the margins of the greater wing coverts. The chestnut 
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colouring is duller than that of the-male. Axillaries are drab and not chestnut 
in colour, the under tail coverts only are suffused with chestnut, the belly and 
flanks being pale drab. 

Hab. —The Himalayas, where and in the pine regions of the Caucasus, 
Turkestan, and the mountain ranges between Thibet and China, Seebohm 
says, it breeds in the birch and pine regions. It is said to have occurred in 
the N.-W. Provinces of India, and is known from Nepaul, Cashmere, and 
Bhootan, also Yarkand. In habits it is not unlike its congeners. Jerdon 
mentions it from Kumaon, and that a pair was seen by Dr. Stewart near 
Land our at the side of a stream. 

401. Ruticilla erythronota, C Eversm .) Bp. Consp. i. p. 297; 
Blanf. East Pers. ii. p. 167; Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus.v. p. 34. Sylvia 
erythronota, Eversm ., Add . Pall. Zoogr. Rosso.~Asial.fasc. ii. p. 1 10. Ruticilla 
rufogularis, Moore, P. Z . £. 1854, p. 27, pi. lix; Hume , Ibis, 1870, p. 530.*— 
Kvkrsmann’s Redstart. 

Adult male in full autumn plumage .— Head and nape grey ; a narrow line 
at the base of the upper mandible; lores, ear coverts and sides of the neck 
black, each feather more or less conspicuously tipped with brown; back, rump 
and upper tail coverts bright chestnut, the feathers of the former fringed with 
brown; scapulars black, also fringed with brown; quills brown; innermost 
secondaries darker and with their outer webs margined with white; primary 
coverts white, broadly tipped with dark brown; greater wing coverts dark 
brown, narrowly tipped with white ; median wing coverts white; tail bright 
chestnut, except the two central feathers and the terminal half of the outer web 
of the outermost feather on each side, which are black, occasionally mixed with 
chestnut; chin and throat , breast and flanks, bright chestnut, sometimes 
obscurely tipped with buffish, which is the colour of the belly; under tail coverts 
shaded with chestnut; axillaries white; bill, legs, feet and claws black; qth 
and 5th primaries sub-equal and longest. 

Length ,—Wing 3*5 inches; tail 275 to 2*85 ; culmen 0*46 to o*6 ; tarsus 
0*9 to I'O. 

The female is similar to the male, except that the back and under parts 
(not including the under tail coverts) are greyish brown. 

Hab. —Persia, Afghanistan, N,-W. Provinces, Kashgar, and the N.-W', 
Himalayas generally. Seebohm says it breeds in the pine and birch regions 
of Turkestan, S.-W. Mongolia, and S.-E. Siberia. 

402 . Ruticilla frontalis, ( Vigors ) Gray, Cal. Mam. Nepaul , 

Coll. Hodgs. ; Seebohm , Cat. B. Br. Mus. v. p. 305. Pheenicura frontalis, 
V ig.P.Z.S. 1831, p. 172; Gould, Cent. Ei?n 9 B. pi. xx\i. flg. 1; Btyth 
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J A. S. B. xi. p. 190 (1842). Ruticilla frontalis {Vigors), Jerd. B. bid. 
ii. p. 141, No. 503 ; Godiv.-Austen, J. J. S. B. xxxix. pt. 2, p. 270; Hume 
and Renders., Lah. to Yaik. p. 211.—' The Blue- fronted Redstart, 


Adult male in full autumn plumage. —Forehead and supercilium cobalt 
blue; rest of the head, neck and mantle blue black, most of them as if 
dusted over with chesnut; primaries and secondaries brown, their outer webs 
margined paler ; innermost secondaries dark brown, margined on their outer 
webs with chestnut; lesser wing coverts dark blue, with narrow pale edges; 
median and greater coverts black, edged with chestnut; lower back, rump 
and upper tail coverts rich chestnut; tail rich chestnut, except the two 
centre feathers which are black, margined on the outer web with chestnut, the 
terminal half of the outer web of the outermost feather and the tips of the 
other feathers, which are also black, for about half an inch. Sides of the 
neck, ear coverts, cheeks, chin, throat and foreneck blue black, dusted over 
with brownish ; rest of' under surface ricli chestnut, paler in the centre of the 
belly; axillaries chestnut; thighs sooty brown; bill, legs and claws black. 


Length— 6 - 5 inches; wing 3-4 to 3*6; tail 27 to 2-9; culmen 07 to o'6; 
tarsus 1. 

The female is rich sooty brown, the forehead with a shade of chestnut, 
which deepens on the rump and upper tail coverts. Two centre tail feathers 
dark brown, with chestnut margins on the basal half of the outside edges ; 
rest of tail feathers rich chestnut, three-fourths of the outside edges of the 
outermost feather and the tip of the rest brown for about half an inch ; under 
surface pale sooty brown; chin and centre of belly shading into pale chestnut; 
axillarie3 and under wing coverts pale chestnuts under tail coverts rich 
chestnut. 

n a b.— The Punjaub, N.-W. Provinces, and Nepaul to Assam. Recorded 
i rom Darjeeling, Cashmere, Thibet, Kumaon, Bootan, and near Dhurrumsala, 
also Sikkim. Jerdon says it is more common in the N.-W. Himalayas, and 
Seebohm that it breeds in the pine forests of the mountain chains from the 
Western, Southern, and Eastern boundaries of Thibet, Cashmere, Nepaul, 
Sikkim, Assam, and Moupin, and that it descends into the valleys during 
winter. 

403. Ruticilla schisticeps, (Hodgs.) Moore, P. S. 1854, p. 29 
pi. hi.; Jerd., B. Ind. ii. p. I40; Seebohm, Cat. B. Br. Mas. v. p. 351. 
Phrenicura schisticeps, Hodgs. MS. Draw mgs, B. M. B. Nepaul. Ruticilla 
uigrogularis, Moore, P.Z. S . 1854, p. 29, pi. lxi ; Jerd. B. Ind. ii. p. 14O; 
Hume , Str. F. iv. p. 497.— The Slaty-headed Redstart. 

Adult male in full autumn plumage .—A narrow blac k line at the base 
of the bill; forehead and crown cobalt blue, the bases of the featheis on the 
occiput, nape, and hindneck black ; mantle and lower back black ; rump 
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and upper tail coverts deep rich chestnut, their bases black; scapulars black, 
the terminal half rich chestnut; lesser wing coverts black, also the greater and 
primary coverts ; median coverts white ; innermost secondaries nearly black, 
their outer edges margined with white ; tail black, chestnut at base, the two 
centre feathers entirely black ; sides of the neck, cheeks, chin, throat, ear 
coverts and foreneck black; a large white spot on the lower throat; under 
surface deep rich chestnut; axillaries and under wing coverts black, tipped 
with white; thighs black ; bill, feet, and claws black, 

Length,— 6 inches; wing 3-1 to 3*2 ; tail 2*8 ; [tarsus 0*25. 

The Adult female is rich sooty brown above the forehead, ting.ed with cobalt, 
and the scapulars with pale chestnut ; rump and upper tail coverts chestnut ; 
under surface duller sooty brown; base of outer tail feathers chestnut, greater 
wing coverts white. 

Hah. — Nepaul. Seebohm says it breeds in the wooded valleys of Kansu, 
and winters in Nepaul and Sikkim. 

404 . Ruticilla csBruleocepliala, Vigors, P. z. S. 1830 , p. 35 * 
Gould. Cent. Him. B . pi. xxv. ; Blyth , Cat. J. A. S. B. xvi. p. 134 ; Bp. Consp. 
i. p. 296; Jcrd. B. Ind . ii. p. 1415 Seebohm , Cat. B, Br. Mils . v. p. 353.— 
The Blue-headed Redstart. 

Adult Male in full autumn plumage.— A narrow line at base of the upper 
mandible, lores, feathers round the eye, chin and ear coverts black ; head and 
nape greyish brown ; throat, breast, under wing coverts and scapulars black, 
margined with brown ; wings and wing coverts black ; median cohorts and 
outer margins of the innermost secondaries white ; axillaries, belly and under 
tail coverts white ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Length .—6 to 6-25 inches; wing 3 to 3*2; tail 2*3 to 27 ; culmen 07,5; 
tarsus o‘8 to 0*9. 

The female is greyish brown above and below, darker on the wings and tail, 
and paler on the belly, under tail coverts and axillaries : upper tail coverts 
dull chestnut; greater and median coverts suffused with chestnut and with 
white tips. 

Hah. —Afghanistan, N.-W. Provinces and Nepaul, also Bhootan and the 
Himalayas goiierall" 





on the " Avifauna of British Indin.” 


The Times of India of March iS says : — 

.Since Jerdon wrote his work an “The Birds oflndla." no naturalist has shewn an 
ambition to give to the world, in a concise form, a work on the Avifauna of India, 
based on a more natural arrangement, and including all the- new species known r - 
occur in India during the past quarter of a century. Hume, with his large collection 
and '* Stray Feathers/’ at one time intended, it is believed, to have issued si .cm a 
work, but,’ having liberally given his collection to the National Museum, thu is 
no longer possible. Murray, an author of some repute, or rather undoubted re]) r.*.\ 
i the only known naturalist who has ventured to publish works on Indian ; ok e; 
and botany, also with such success that a copy of his published works cannot be 
had. Tho first part of his great work has just been issued, and the patient labour 
devoted to the work is apparent on every one of the hundred pages it contains. 
In order to popularize ornithology, woodcuts are given of the heads of species typical i 
the genus, and also of species not well known. The lithographs are exceedingly good, ard 
Mm tern Brothers deserve credit for their work. The book is certainly a model of whit it 
should be, well written, admirably arranged, free from unnecessary repetitions and 
quotations. It contains ample descriptions of plumage, habits, distribution and nidificat >n 
The arrangement of the text is also good. The article on each species is composed of 
six parts .-—I. Synonomy. 2. Description. 3. Habitat and Distribution. 4 Observat • s. 
5. Habits ; and lastly, Nidification, as far as the materials within his reach would carry 
him. The author deserves all the encouragement possible from scientists, and it behove-, 
the Government, too, to help an undertaking which must have cost the author immniu 
labour, besides a large expenditure. To say the least, there is no work on Indnn 
ornithology which can he compared with the work now before the public. Mr. Murray 
has laid rdf ornithologists under obligations to him. To any ore taking up the study 01 
ornithology the work is to be recommended, and it is to be hoped that it will reccv. - 
front Indian ornithologists the support it *0 emphatically deserves. 




( The Bombay Caccttc also says ; — 

The first instalment of Mr. Murray's new work, which was long a desideratum »v- 
just been published. The late Dr. Jerdon wrote his work on the “ Birds of India' .n 
lS*» 2 . Since then the journals of scientific societies, both in India and in England, :.n ! 
■Stray Feathers” too. have brought to light numerous new and interesting form-; iiom 
almost untrodden lands in India and Burma, which were unknown to Jcrd« -n and t-u 
science, and till now no one but Mr. Murray would undertake the arduous task oi 
consulting the multitude of scattered papers for the additions which were made‘ram 
time to time, of blending.il! previously published materials into one harmonious who it 
and thus rendering greater facilities to the future student of the ,■>'.$ of British Ir.Ju. 
The firs' comprises above a hundred pages of neat and very closely-printed mauler dew. 
criptive of all the diurnal and some of the nocturnal birds of prey. The illustration'* 
twenty-one in number, comprises wood-cuts of heads of species, showing (l) the gmcnc 
character as described in the text; (2) of specie-' not generally known throughout India, 
as Grjnrtus luir&itus t the Bearded Vulture or Lammorgeyer, the B »y Vulture an i oth r->, 
ail t ,f which are well executed. The lithographs by MiiFcni Brothers arc all that can he 
desired and reflect much credit on the lirm, while those done at the Education Sucieu ’ 
Press, although they have not the finish of those done in England, -tvc their purpose 
fairly, depicting as they do the markings and characters necessary for idcntincn i-.m. 
The author has gone well into the synonomy of each species and i.a nghtlv linyti d M - 
** - references chiefly to the more important works and journal* on Indian OruithoUq'V. 
Under Jin b. t the geographical distribution is rather e!ah..>vately w • m .t out mu. 

labour h is evidently been expended on the collateral information furnished in regard to 
habits and nidification. Any very detailed criticism of a work ** the magnitude thn 
one will ultimately reach is not possible. »ior n it possible lo sin . k in l > h : gh t-r a * 

- the author's labours. A3 a standard work, with .1 revised ehssjficaimn, arranged «reor 1 
ing to the most modern, natural and generally accepted system, diere i. not umc.hcr 
work on Indian Orndholop which cm Id be so v eil recommended as dc-ervi ig of p< bln 
support. Students, faiuisfic worker*, ami all ormh'legist-, lnd'im and U. 1 -mmc.l 

should supply themselves with .1 copy of it, tor it cirm .t fad lo be d »h«* greatest $cr ■ 

vice ic ihVm. It ho i aba t » he horilc in redid, as the author ‘■•u-.-,. it. «r rhe mnubei 
of coloured and other illustrations will depend very materially on the an o-mt . ; support 
which may be given to the work. 

Professor WUR i' 7 . t of Florcnrn, says 

1 It is someth uc Orniihoh in thia part were 1 mg looking lor. It w.il he inv. '.u 
able to our wotking Ondihologisti." 

Dr A. C I., G • It N 1 HER, of the F ili-h M • /'<•■• ‘'■ 

’ A *..i>ok of this scope uu! pi.. 1 mil he a ore..! bq-m to lnd.au Ormthe'oglM^ 
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May be obtained at The Education Society’s Press. 
Bombay. 
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Being anxious to make the work replete with information, 
in regard to the habits, nidification, &c., of every species, the 
author would be extremely obliged if Ornithologists and 
Oologists would send him such notes as would be of mat- rial 
service* 













